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Introduction to Season of Creation 

 
Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, 
more Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. 
This year marks the fifth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics 
in 2015 to join other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on 

Sept. 1 with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. This year's Season of Creation is focusing on "protecting the web of life in all its 

variety, because each species reveals the glory of the Creator." During this season we are invited to 
consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might do more to help 

protect and care for this planet. 
 

Introduction & Welcome 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and 
online – united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just 
as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – All You Works of God        Haugen 
 
All you works of God, ev’ry mountain, star and tree,  
bless the One who shapes your beauty, who has caused you all to be 
 one great song of love and grace, ever ancient, ever new.  
Raise your voices, all you works of God! 
 
Sun and moon: Bless your Maker!  
Stars of heaven: Chant your praise! 
Showers and dew: Raise up your joyful song. R 
 
Winds of God: Bless your Maker!  
Cold and winter: Chant your praise! 
Snowstorms and ice: Raise up your joyful song. R 
 
Night and day: Bless your Maker!  
Light and darkness: Chant your praise!  
Lightnings and clouds: Raise up your joyful song. R 
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All who live: Bless your Maker!  
All God’s people: Chant your praise! 
Servants of God: Raise up your joyful song. R 
 
Opening Rite 
 
As we remember our call to commit ourselves to a labor of love, we begin our liturgy with the sign of 
our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the justice of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
In this season of creation, we take a moment to remember that all of us are connected in the rich web of 
life and we acknowledge those moments when we’ve neglected to take care of each other and all of 
creation:  
 
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being, creating an interconnected web of life.  Teach us to 
contemplate You in all aspects of the universe and give us the grace to feel profoundly connected to all 
that is. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this earth, 
remembering that all are precious to You. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, advance the 
common good and care for this world we live in. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our lives. 
Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with all. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading - Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29 
 
A Reading from the Book of Numbers: 
 
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we 
had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this 
manna to look at.” 
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Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then God 
became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to God, “Why have you treated your 
servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on 
me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in 
your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? 
Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat 
to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you 
are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me 
see my misery.” 
 
So God said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of 
the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place 
there with you. 
 
God appeared in the cloud and spoke to Moses.  God took some of the prophetic spirit that was on 
Moses and rested it on the seventy elders who had left the camp with Moses to worship in the Tent of 
Meeting.  When the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied; but they did not do so again. However, 
two of the seventy elders remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad.  The 
spirit remained on them.  They were among those registered as elders.  They had not gone out to the 
Tent with Moses and the other elders, so they prophesied within the camp.   
 
Someone from the camp ran to tattle on them to Moses, saying: “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in 
the camp.”  Joshua, Moses' assistant, one of those Moses chose to be a leader, said, “Yes, Moses, stop 
them!”  But Moses said, “Are you jealous for my sake?  If only all of God’s people were prophets!  If 
only God would bestow the spirit on them all!” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 19:2-3, 5; 8; 10b; 11; 15   
The Psalm Response is: We hear Your voice. 
R: We hear Your voice. 
 
The heavens themselves sing of God's glory! 
Fertile darkness gives birth to the divine dance! 
Day unto day proclamations ring out. 
Night unto night wisdom is revealed. 
Their music resounds through all the earth, 
their words, to the ends of the world. 
R: We hear Your voice. 
 
This Wisdom of God is all-embracing, 
 refreshing the soul. 
The precepts of God are sure, 
 making wise the simple. 
The words of God are true. 
 All of them are just, good and right. 
R: We hear Your voice. 
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Your wisdom, O God, is more desirable than gold, 
 than a treasure of pure gold; 
Sweeter also than honey, 
 and drippings of honeycomb. 
R: We hear Your voice. 
 
May the words of our mouths, 
 and the thoughts of our hearts, 
 be sweet and pleasing to You, O God, 
 our Source, our All. 
R: We hear Your voice. 
 
Second Reading – James 5:13-20             
A Reading from the Letter attributed to James: 
 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are 
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the Holy One. The prayer of faith will heal the sick, and God will 
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 
three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain 
and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 
My dear siblings, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 
should know that whoever one brings back from wandering will be rewarded.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  Mark 9:38-50        
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark. Glory to You, O God.   
 
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name.  We tried to stop it 
since the person isn't one of us.”  Jesus responded, “Do not stop such a one!  No one who does a 
powerful act of compassion in my name can, in the next moment, say anything ill of me.  For whoever 
is not against us is for us.  Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you follow 
the Christ, will not lose God's gratitude.”   
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“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 
for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to 
go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 
to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kindom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into Gehenna, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
 
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
 
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of Your creatures. 
You embrace with tenderness and love  
all that exists on this fragile Earth. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect all life and creation. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship, harming no one. 
 
God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,  
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who have been abandoned and forgotten. 
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.  
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience  
before love and protection of our planet.  
 
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,  
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.  
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,  
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all  
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
“If only all of God’s people were prophets! If only God would bestow the spirit on them all!” We have 
received the Spirit, and we are called to be prophets in our time. With trust in that enlivening Spirit, let 
us ask for all that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response: Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
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That we become ever more deeply aware that we have received the Spirit of Christ, and live up to our 
prophetic calling in our Church and in the world … we pray … Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within 
us. 
 
That in the face of our nation’s idea of rugged individualism we speak the prophetic truth that we exist, 
and that God speaks to us, as one human community … we pray… Prophetic Spirit, do Your work 
within us. 
 
In solidarity with our Jewish elder siblings in the faith, as they celebrate the harvest thanksgiving festival 
of Sukkot, that we and they may praise God together in the new and everlasting Jerusalem … we pray … 
Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
That we see God and sing God in the blazing starlight and the pregnant darkness of the Cosmos … we 
pray … Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
 
For those who deny and reject our prophetic voice, and for the times we have failed to live up to that 
call … we pray as Jesus said we should … Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of the Earth and of all Creation, all who are facing 
illness and suffering, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of 
our hearts . . . 
 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book . . . we 
pray … Prophetic Spirit, do Your work within us. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
Offertory Song – Ancient Words          Deshazo 
 
Holy words, long preserved, for our walk in this world,  
they resound with God’s own heart. O, let the ancient words impart. 
Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope.  
In this world wher-e’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
 
Ancient words, ev-er new, changing me and changing you;  
We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
Holy words, of our faith, handed down, to this age,  
came to us through love and life. O, heed the faithful words of Christ.  
Holy words, long preserved, for our walk in this world,  
they resound with God’s own heart. O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
Ancient words, ev-er new, changing me and changing you; 
We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
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Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island 
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your 
ongoing web of life. We thank You for the abundance of the earth and for the vision that one day all will 
share at one table, that none will be turned away hungry or thirsty.  And so, we join with all of creation, 
on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who have looked to You in 
hope, in singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus        Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being.  Your presence permeates and radiates through 
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience.  You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from 
chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our 
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of 
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.  
 
We give You thanks for Jesus who showed us how to live Your vision of justice. He gathered common 
laborers to be his disciples, and by Your Spirit he preached good news to the poor, proclaimed release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, set at liberty those who were oppressed, and 
announced the year of Jubilee.  We thank You for this freeing, good news as we seek to give it generous 
expression in our lives. 
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[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

 
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. In the breaking of the 
bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout time.  We open 
ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to become You in us, the 
body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 

[Pause] 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take 
this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Mass of Creation, Haugen]   
 
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with 
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You. Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your 
creation from pollution, greed, harm, and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit 
and expedience before loving and protecting our planet. Increase our zest for living, our reverence of 
the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace and justice for all.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the 
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of 
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and 
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments 
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
 
[sung]          Mass of Creation – Haugen  

 
A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men. A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men.  
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Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 

Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Mass of Creation 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. We believe that Christ is present with us 
whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is 
part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – Give Thanks         Smith 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because God’s given holy bread and wine. X2 
 
And now, let it be that all are blessed  
let us all bless whom we meet 
because of Love that dwells within our hearts. 
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
Closing Blessing 
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Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – Hallelujah is our Song!         Hart 

 
What hope we have even in the longest night, for the dawn will overcome.  
We will not fear, for we know the sun will rise. Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Is our song. 
 
What peace we have, even in this wounded world where the battle rages on.  
We will not fear, for we know who heals our souls. Hallelujah is our song. R 
 
What hope we have, even in the longest night, for the dawn will overcome.  
And we shall live, humans we will rise to saints. Hallelujah is our song. R 
 

 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  

 
 


