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Introduction to Season of Creation 
Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over 

time, more Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more 
than a month. This year marks the fifth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope 

Francis invited Catholics in 2015 to join other Christian denominations in its celebration. The 
Season of Creation begins on Sept. 1 with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 
and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. During this season we are invited to 

consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might do more to 
help protect and care for this planet. 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather 
in person and online – united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s 
liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself 
and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any 
point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After 
our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – Indescribable         Story 
 
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 
Creation’s revealing Your majesty. 
From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring, 
Ev’ry creature unique in the song that it sings. 
All exclaiming. 
 
Indescribable! Uncontainable! You made the stars in the sky, 
And You know them by name; You are amazing , God! 
All powerful! Untamable! Awestruck we fall to our knees as we joyfully sing:  
You are amazing, God! 
 
Who makes ev’ry light’ning bolt go where it goes; 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow? 
Who created the sun and gives source to its light, 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night? 
None can fathom. R.  
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Opening Rite 
 
As we remember our call to commit ourselves to a labor of love, we begin our liturgy with the 
sign of our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the justice of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
In this season of creation, we take a moment to remember that all of us are connected in the rich 
web of life and we acknowledge those moments when we’ve neglected to take care of each other 
and all of creation:  
 
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being, creating an interconnected web of life.  
Teach us to contemplate You in all aspects of the universe and give us the grace to feel 
profoundly connected to all that is. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this 
earth, remembering that all are precious to You. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, 
advance the common good and care for this world we live in. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our 
lives. Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with 
all. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading - Isaiah 50:4-9a                     
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  
 
God has given me 
 the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning God wakens, 
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 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught.  
God has opened my ear. I know my lot. 
 I was not rebellious; I did not turn back.  
Instead I gave my back to those who struck me, 
 and turned my cheek to those who pulled out my beard. 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
 
God is my helper: 
 I have not been disgraced. 
 I have set my face like flint. 
 Shame is not mine.  
The One who vindicates is near. 
 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
 Let us talk face to face.  
If God is the one who helps me, 
 who can declare me guilty? 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people    
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 62:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12 
The Psalm Response is: In Your silence, we find strength. 
R: In Your silence, we find strength.  
 
In the hush of God, my soul finds rest, 
and liberation comes. 
In the silent strength of God, 
 I shall not be greatly shaken. 
R: In Your silence, we find strength. 
 
How long can one be assailed? 
 Toppled as if a tottering fence,  
a leaning wall? 
Some have been counseled in but one purpose; 
 to bring another down. 
Delighting in falsehood, 
they bless with their mouths,  
while in their hearts, they curse. 
R: In Your silence, we find strength. 
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Surely the children of Adam and Eve are but a breath. 
Those born of humans are ephemeral. 
Weighed together, they are lighter than air. 
So, should your riches increase, 
 do not set your heart on them. 
Trust in God at all times. 
Pour out your heart to the God who embraces you. 
R: In Your silence, we find strength. 
 
One thing God has said,   
 two things have I heard: 
“Yours alone, O God, is the Power,  
 the power that is Unfailing Love.”; 
 and 
 “You repay everyone  
 according to their lives and loves.” 
R: In Your silence, we find strength. 
 
Second Reading – 1 Peter 1:1b, 2d -7; 3:13-18              
A Reading from the 1st Letter attributed to Peter:  
 
To the exiles of the Dispersion… 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance.   
 
Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ!  In great compassion, God gave us new birth to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the dead.  We now have an inheritance 
that does not fail.  This is your treasure, awaiting you when your time comes.  You, by the power 
of God, are safeguarded through faith, to a wholeness that will ultimately be revealed.  In this 
you rejoice!  Although now - for a little while - you may have to suffer various trials.  In the trials 
you may suffer, the genuineness of your faith will be tested.  Your faith is more precious than 
gold.  Gold can perish even though it is refined in fire.  May the genuineness of your faith prove 
stronger than gold.  May it prove to be for the praise, glory, and honor of Jesus the Christ. 
 
Now who is going to harm you if you are enthusiastic for what is good?  But even if you should 
suffer for doing the right thing, blessed are you.  Do not be afraid or terrified.  Do not fear of 
those who seek to hurt you.  Rather, sanctify Jesus the Christ in your hearts. Always be ready to 
explain, to anyone who asks, the reason for your hope; but do it with gentleness and reverence, 
keeping your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who defame your good 
conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 
be the will of God, than for doing evil. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

[Moment of Silence] 
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Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  Mark 8:27-37          
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark. Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus continued on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  On the way, he asked 
his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?"  They answered, "John the Baptist. Others say 
Elijah. Still others, one of the prophets."  Jesus asked them, "But you… who do you say that I am?"  
Peter answered, "You are the Anointed One, the Christ." Jesus sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about him.  
 
Immediately, he began to teach them that the Human One, the Anointed One, must undergo 
great suffering, be rejected by the elders, chief priests, religious lawyers, be killed, and after three 
days rise again.  He said all this quite openly.  Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke 
him. Turning, and looking at the disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter saying, "Get behind me, Satan!  
Your mind is not set on the things of God, but on human things."  
 
Jesus called to the crowd, as well as his disciples.  He said to all of them, "If any want to become 
my followers, you can no longer live for yourself.  You must take up your cross and follow me.  
Those who want to save their life will lose it.  Those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit you to gain the whole world and forfeit 
your very life?  Indeed, for what could you ever trade your life?"  
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
 
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of Your creatures. 
You embrace with tenderness and love  
all that exists on this fragile Earth. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect all life and creation. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship, harming no one. 
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God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,  
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who have been abandoned and forgotten. 
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.  
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience  
before love and protection of our planet.  
 
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,  
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.  
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,  
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all  
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
“I gave my back to those who struck me … I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.” “But 
you … who do you say that I am?” Let us hold these words close, and ask for all that we and all 
creation need. 
Our response: Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
That with Peter, we are also able to say, “You are the Anointed One, the Christ” … we pray … 
Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
We hear the words, “… you can no longer live for yourself. You must take up your cross and 
follow me,” and so we pray … Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
In memory eternal of our beloved brother Tom Popeney, that both he and we may forever know 
ourselves embraced in the motherly Love of the Holy One, Who knows and calls us each by 
name … we pray … Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
In solidarity with our Jewish elder siblings in the faith, as they celebrate the High Holy Days and 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, as Jesus also did … we pray … Blessed be the God of Jesus 
the Christ! 
 
In thanksgiving for the chance to see God’s hand at work in Creation, through the human science 
that opens our eyes ever wider to the astonishing grandeur, diversity, and complexity of God’s 
cosmos … we pray … Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
For our adversaries and those who contend with us … we pray as Jesus said we should … 
Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
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Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of the Earth and of all Creation, all who are 
facing illness and suffering, and also all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book 
. . . we pray … Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ! 
 
Closing Prayer of the faithful 
 
Offertory Song – Like Cedars They Shall Stand      Schutte 
 
I will play for God on my harp, with my lute and ten-stringed lyre. 
I will greet my God with my song; I will sing of the ways of my God. 
  
Good it is that we should sing to honor Your great name, 
Be thankful for such love at dawn, and faithfulness through night. (R) 
 
Great and wide Your kindness, God; and fathoms deep Your love. 
The wicked heart cannot conceive; the foolish heart will fall. (R) 
  
Upon my head You pour Your oil; You mark me as Your own. 
And filled with gladness I shall sing; my horn shall sound Your call. (R) 
  
The just shall grow as tall as palms, like cedars they shall stand. 
And planted firmly on their God, they shall not break nor bow. (R) 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of 
the earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our 
hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the earth and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our 
thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all 
creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast 
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our 
island home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate 
in Your ongoing web of life. We thank You for the abundance of the earth and for the vision that 
one day all will share at one table, that none will be turned away hungry or thirsty.  And so, we 
join with all of creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every 
generation who have looked to You in hope, in singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus        Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being.  Your presence permeates and radiates 
through all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience.  You are unceasingly at work, 
bringing order from chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Expand the depth and breadth of our 
awareness to perceive our part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses 
and our hearts with the wonders of the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of 
death and re-birth.  
 
We give You thanks for Jesus who showed us how to live Your vision of justice. He gathered 
common laborers to be his disciples, and by Your Spirit he preached good news to the poor, 
proclaimed release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, set at liberty those who 
were oppressed, and announced the year of Jubilee.  We thank You for this freeing, good news as 
we seek to give it generous expression in our lives. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. In the breaking 
of the bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout 
time.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
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All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave 
it to his friends, saying: “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 

[Pause] 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: 
“Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [Sung – Mass of Creation, Haugen]   
 
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be 
with all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and 
gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Move us to stand in solidarity with all who 
seek to protect Your creation from pollution, greed, harm, and destruction. Help us confront and 
resist those who put profit and expedience before loving and protecting our planet. Increase our 
zest for living, our reverence of the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace 
and justice for all.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. 
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders 
and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and 
instruments of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus 
through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of Creation – Haugen  

A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men. A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men.  
 
 

Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 
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Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God          Mass of Creation 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. We believe that Christ is present 
with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your 
table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with 
us in this communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – Do Not Fear to Hope      Cooney 
Do not fear to hope, Though the wicked rage and rise, 
Our God sees not as we see, success is not the prize. 
Do not fear to hope for though the fight be long, 
The race shall not be to the swift, the fight not to the strong. 
 
Look to God when you are sure your fear is greater than grace. 
Look to God whose love is gift. Believe and you can behold God face to face. R 
 
Look to God when compassion seems out of justice’ sight. 
Look to God whose loving hand brought forth the joy from the chaos of the night. R 
 
Look to God when science says our planet’s doom is sealed. 
Look to God by who showed the way to speak the truth and make the choice to heal. R 
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Look to God when reason fails and terror reigns in the night. 
Look upon the sacrifices and see beyond into Easter dawning bright. R 
 
Hope is for a pilgrim people looking for a promised land;  
Hope is like a rose in winter, or an open hand.  
It celebrates the dawn of morning, while working in the night and cold.  
It gathers us together, to share what we’ve been told. R 
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
 
Sending Forth 
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – We Shall Rise Again       Young 
From the tomb, I am raised; life renewed, God’s acclaim. 
Alleluia, alleluia, I live, I walk again. 
I call you to walk with me, send you on ahead. 
Spread the news, I am living and death is now dead. 
 
We shall rise again on the last day with the faithful, rich and poor. 
Coming to the house of our God in love, 
We will find an open door; yes, we will find an open door. 
 
Hymns of praise let us sing now; with our song, we rejoice. 
I the Christ am with you, God’s Messiah, God’s choice. 
I am with you always; ‘til the end of time. 
You shall be my disciples, sharing God’s life divine. (R) 

 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social 
justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
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Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  
 

 


