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Introduction to Season of Creation 

 
Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, 
more Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. 
This year marks the fifth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics 
in 2015 to join other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on 

Sept. 1 with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. This year's Season of Creation is focusing on "protecting the web of life in all its 

variety, because each species reveals the glory of the Creator." During this season we are invited to 
consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might do more to help 

protect and care for this planet. 
 

Introduction & Welcome 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and 
online – united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just 
as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song - “God of Wonders” – Hindalong & Byrd 
 
God of all creation, of water, earth, and sky; 
The heavens are Your tabernacle, glory to our God on high. 
 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are holy, holy. 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy. 
God of heaven and earth.  God of heaven and earth. 
 
Early in the morning, we will celebrate the light; 
When we stumble in the darkness, we will call Your name by night.  (R) 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  Our God Almighty!  Early in the morning, our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!  God in Three persons, blessed Trinity!  (R) 
 
Opening Rite 
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As we remember our call to commit ourselves to a labor of love, we begin our liturgy with the sign of 
our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the justice of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
In this season of creation, we take a moment to remember that all of us are connected in the rich web of 
life and we acknowledge those moments when we’ve neglected to take care of each other and all of 
creation:  
 
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being, creating an interconnected web of life.  Teach us to 
contemplate You in all aspects of the universe and give us the grace to feel profoundly connected to all 
that is. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this earth, 
remembering that all are precious to You. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, advance the 
common good and care for this world we live in. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our lives. 
Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with all. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading                       
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 35:4-7   
 
Thus says God: 
 
Say to all those whose hearts are frightened, 
 “Be strong! Do not be afraid! 
Here is your God,  
 who comes with vindication, 
 with divine recompense. 
God comes to make you whole!” 
 
Then, the eyes of the blind will be opened. 
The ears of the deaf will be unsealed. 
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Then, those who cannot walk will leap like deer. 
 The tongues of those who cannot speak will sing! 
Streams will burst forth in the desert, 
 and rivers in the plain. 
The burning sands will become pools, 
 and the thirsting ground  
will become springs of water. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 146: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 
 
The Psalm Response is: Alleluia! 
 
R: Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! My very breath praises God! 
I will praise the Holy Name as long as I live, 
 making music all my life long. 
R: Alleluia! 
 
God made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them. 
This God keeps faith forever,  
 the God who secures justice for those who are oppressed, 
 who gives food to those who hunger, 
 and sets free those who are imprisoned. 
R: Alleluia! 
 
God gives sight to those who cannot see, 
 and voice to those who cannot speak. 
God loves those who do what is right, 
 and protects the alien in the land. 
R: Alleluia! 
 
God sustains those orphaned, widowed, or without means,  
 but the way of those who do them harm will be thwarted. 
This God shall reign forever, through all generations. 
R: Alleluia! 
 
Second Reading                  
 
A Reading from the Letter Attributed to James 2:1-5 
 
My friends, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our Jesus the Christ.  For if a person with gold 
rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly; and if a poor person in shabby clothes also comes 
in, and you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Sit here, please,” while you say to 



 5 

the poor one, “Stand there,” or “Sit at my feet,” have you not segregated yourselves by class and 
become untrustworthy judges? Listen, beloved. Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and heirs of the kin-dom promised to those who love God? 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  Mark 7:31-37           
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark. Glory to You, O God.   
 
Returning to the region of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, right through the 
Decapolis territory.  This was Gentile territory.  The people there brought to him someone who was deaf 
and had a speech impediment.  They asked Jesus to lay hands on the person.   
 
Taking the individual aside away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the person's ears and 
touched the speechless tongue with spittle.  Then looking up to the sky he breathed a sigh, and said, 
“Ephphatha,” which means, “Be opened.”  With that, the person's ears were opened and tongue 
released.  The healed one began to speak clearly.   
 
Jesus warned the people to tell no one about it.  However, the more he insisted, the more widely they 
proclaimed it.  Astounded, their awe knew no bounds! They said, “This Jesus has done everything well!  
He makes those who are deaf to hear, and those who are mute, to speak.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
 
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of Your creatures. 
You embrace with tenderness and love  
all that exists on this fragile Earth. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect all life and creation. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship, harming no one. 
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God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,  
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who have been abandoned and forgotten. 
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.  
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience  
before love and protection of our planet.  
 
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,  
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.  
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,  
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all  
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
“… those who are blind … people who are deaf … the ones who cannot speak … those who cannot 
walk.”  We often put people with disabilities out of sight and out of mind.  Let us embrace all our 
limitations with open hearts, and ask for all that we and the whole world need. 
 
Our response:    Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts! 
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!  
 
That we welcome each other with all our limitations and disabilities, as Jesus embraced the man who 
was deaf … we pray …  
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!          
 
That we never allow ourselves to be blind and deaf to our common humanity with those we find most 
difficult or different … let us pray …  
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!          
   
That we remain thankful for the blessings of work, and do all we can to advance social justice for those 
who are unemployed, under-employed, or over-employed just to make ends meet … we pray …  
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!          
  
In thanksgiving for the harvests of the Earth that feed our bodies, and for the cosmic expanses of fierce 
light in rich darkness that fill our spirit with wonder … we pray …  
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!          
   
For those who have stayed away from us because of our differences, and for the times we have avoided 
people with disabilities and those who are different from us  … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!         
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of all workers, all who are facing illness and suffering, and also 
all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   

(Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   . . . 
we pray … 
Holy One, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts!     
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Offertory Song – I am the Vine               Hurd 
 
I am the vine, you are the branches.  
Remain in me, you shall be fruitful.  
Love for the world, hope for the hopeless. 
  
If you love, then you must root yourself in me;  
for the branch will fail and die without the tree. R 
  
If you give, then you must give yourself to me;  
for the well will soon run dry without the sea. R  
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island 
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your 
ongoing web of life. We thank You for the abundance of the earth and for the vision that one day all will 
share at one table, that none will be turned away hungry or thirsty.  And so, we join with all of creation, 
on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who have looked to You in 
hope, in singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus        Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
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Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being.  Your presence permeates and radiates through 
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience.  You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from 
chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our 
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of 
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.  
 
We give You thanks for Jesus who showed us how to live Your vision of justice. He gathered common 
laborers to be his disciples, and by Your Spirit he preached good news to the poor, proclaimed release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, set at liberty those who were oppressed, and 
announced the year of Jubilee.  We thank You for this freeing, good news as we seek to give it generous 
expression in our lives. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. In the breaking of the 
bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout time.  We open 
ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to become You in us, the 
body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 

[Pause] 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take 
this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Mass of Creation, Haugen]   
 
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with 
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You. Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your 
creation from pollution, greed, harm, and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit 
and expedience before loving and protecting our planet. Increase our zest for living, our reverence of 
the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace and justice for all.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the 
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of 
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and 
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments 
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows. 
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Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
 
[sung]          Mass of Creation – Haugen  

A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men. A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men.  
 
 

Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 

Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Mass of Creation 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. We believe that Christ is present with us 
whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is 
part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
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Communion Song – Healing Waters (Thomsom) 
 
Healing waters, flow over me. Living water, refreshing me. 
Mys-t'ry's ocean, transforming me. Healing water, renew me. 
 
Flow through my heart, O God. Come beat inside my heart. 
Come fill my heart with your compassion.   
You are the waters of life. You are the breath of heaven, 
Together we renew cre-a-tion, God. R 
 
Wash us in waters of love; heal us, reveal we're holy, 
for only you can heal all, God.  
Wash over us, O Love. Refresh our thirsty souls  
for you alone can make us whole, O God. R 
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
For the beauty of the Earth, for the glory of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies. 
 
God of All to You we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For the beauty of each hour, of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light. R 
 
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony, linking sense and sound to sight. R 

 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
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Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  

 
 


