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Assumption Advocata Nostra by Patricia Brintle 

 

The Feast of the Dormition & Assumption of Mary 
August 15, 2021 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather 
in person and online – united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s 
liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself 
and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any 
point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After 
our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
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Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – Sing to the Mountains       Dufford 
 
Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea.   
Raise your voices, lift your hearts.                      
This is the day our God has made.  Let all the earth rejoice. 
 
I will give thanks to you, my God.  You have answered my plea.   
You have saved my soul from death.  You are my strength and my song. (R) 
 
Holy, holy, holy God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. (R) 
 
This is the day that our God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad.   
God has turned all death to life.  Sing of the glory of God.  (R)  
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith:  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you.  And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Creating One, When we do not seek You in all things... 
Help us to seek and find You in all creation. 
 
When we do not see You in ourselves and others... 
Help us to see and know You in all people. 
 
When we do not love You with a trusting heart...  
Help us to love and trust You in all creation. 
 
Source of Life, give us new understanding of Your presence in creation.  Help us to honor Your 
presence in all matter and human experience.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer adapted from Anne Osdieck 
 
Spirit of God, on this Feast of the Assumption, let us join with Mary and declare your greatness, 
and with our whole heart’s delight, pray with her. Give hope to those who have been cast out, 
discriminated against, made to feel lowly, that they be lifted up. May the mighty be cast down 
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from their thrones and Your love and righteousness prevail. Give us the wisdom and desire to 
repair all that is broken in the planet and in the justice systems, with Your compassion for all 
people in all times. Together we pray… Amen.  
 
First Reading - Proverbs 9:1-6 
 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Proverbs: 
 
Wisdom has built Her house. 
 She has hewn Her seven pillars. 
She has dressed Her meat and mixed Her wine. 
Yes, She has spread her table. 
She has sent out the women who serve Her 
 to invite all in. 
 
Woman Wisdom herself cries out 
 from the heights above the town: 
“You who need direction, turn in here.” 
 
To those who lack understanding, 
 She calls: 
“Come, eat of my bread 
 and drink of the wine I have mixed! 
Lay aside ignorance, and live; 
 follow the way of insight.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 34:8; 9-10; 11-12 
The psalm response is: Taste and see that God is good. 
R: Taste and see that God is good. 
 
Taste and see that God is good! 
Blessed are those who take shelter in God’s house, 
 who receive hospitality from the Holy One. 
R: Taste and see that God is good. 
 
Show your humility, holy ones of God, 
 for those who honor God want for nothing. 
Even the rich will grow weak and hungry, 
 but those who seek God lack no good thing. 
R: Taste and see that God is good. 
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Come, beloved and listen to me. 
I will teach you the love of God. 
Do you love life? 
Come! Relish the chance to delight in your days! 
R: Taste and see that God is good. 
 
Second Reading – Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 
 
A Reading from the Book of Revelation:  
 
God’s temple in the heavens was opened, 
and the ark of the covenant could be seen in the temple. 
A great sign appeared in the sky,  
a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
She was with child  
and wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth. 
Then another sign appeared in the sky; 
it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, 
and on its heads were seven diadems. 
Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky 
and hurled them down to the earth. 
Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, 
to devour her child when she gave birth. 
She gave birth to a child, destined to rule all the nations. 
Her child was caught up to God and the throne. 
The woman herself fled into the desert 
where she had a place prepared by God. 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
    “Now has liberation come, 
        and the Kin-dom of our God 
        and the authority of the Anointed One.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation              Tompkins 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! We listen to the word of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! We proclaim the gospel of our God! 
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Gospel – Luke 1:39-56 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said,  
 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my God should come to me? For at the moment the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Holy One would be fulfilled.” 
 
And Mary said: 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Holy One; 
        my spirit rejoices in You, my God 

        who has looked with favor on a servant. 
    because you have showered your servant with blessing! 

From now to the end of time, 
all generations will know the great things you have done for me. 

Loving God, Holy is Your name! 
In every age, your compassion flows to those who reverence you! 

But all who seek to exalt themselves in arrogance 
will be leveled by your power. 

You have deposed the mighty from their seats of power, 
and have raised the lowly to high places. 

Those who suffer hunger, 
you have filled with good things. 

Those who are privileged, 
you have turned away empty-handed. 

You have come to the aid of your people, 
in fulfillment of the promise you made to our ancestors— 

when you spoke blessing to Sarah and Hagar 
and all their descendants, to the utmost generation!” 

     
Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily 
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Prayers of the People 
Mary became the first person to share in the Resurrection of her Son – called Dormition in the 
East, Assumption in the West.   Knowing that we also have been called to share in the 
Resurrection, let us ask God for all that we and the whole world need. 
 
Our response:    We trust in Resurrection and new life! 
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
 
Knowing that God called Mary to new Life in a unique way, may we be reassured in our trust 
and hope that we also will share in Christ’s Resurrection … we pray …  
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
 
That we might eat of Wisdom’s bread and drink of her wine, and live … let us pray …  
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
   
That to the loud voice in Revelation we might join our voices, saying, “Now has liberation come, 
and the Kin-dom of our God … we pray …  
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
  
In thanksgiving, with Mary, that God deposes the mighty from their seats of power and raises the 
lowly to high places … we pray …  
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!        
   
That we might use whatever privilege we have, to fill the hungry with good things  … we pray as 
Jesus said we should …  
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   

 
(Short pause) 

 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … 
All:  We trust in Resurrection and new life!  
 
Closing Prayer of the People:  
Holy One, as we bring our prayers to You this day, may we have the strength and courage of 
Mary to say Yes! when You call us, remaining faithful throughout our joys and sorrows. May her 
life and faithfulness sustain us all the days of our lives. Together we pray… Amen.   
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Offertory Song – We are Many Parts             Haugen 
 
We are many parts, we are all one body,  
and the gifts we have are given to share.  
May the spirit of love make us one indeed;  
one, the love that we share,  
one, our hope in despair,  
one, the cross that we bear. 
 
God of all, we look to you, we would be your servants true,  
let us be your love to all the world. R 
 
So my pain is pain for you, in your joy is my joy, too;  
all is brought together in our God. R 
 
All you seekers great and small, seek the greatest gift of all;  
if you love, then you will know our God. R 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   
 
Prayer with our Gifts  
 
Holy One, Your word has gathered us around this table of praise. Let the thanks we give over 
these gifts of bread and wine unite our lives to Yours. We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
God dwells in you.    And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
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From the beginning of all things, You create wonder, beauty, and unending life.  Glorious are 
You, O God, who creates splendor from chaos, beauty in the midst of suffering, life from death. 
These mysteries are manifest in Jesus the Christ who You sent to preach the gospel to everyone. 
And so we join our voices with all the angels and saints throughout the ages in singing our song 
of unending praise:  
 
Sanctus      Tompkins 
 
Wholly, wholly, holy God.  God of wonder God of awe. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name to celebrate Your feast of love. Fill us with reverence for all creation.  Fill us with the 
hunger to live as Jesus lived.  Fill us with the spirit of Your truth and Your longing for peace.  
Make us a people of inclusive love. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 

We recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open 
ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body 
and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill your command of love.  We remember that…  
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[pause] 
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:    [sung] 
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, lives in us, rising in our hearts. 
 
We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and 
affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a 
model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
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We pray for our religious leaders. May they speak authentically in Your name and proclaim the 
Good News of the Gospel. We pray for our country and its leaders, that they abandon political 
rhetoric and work for the common good of all people. Fill their hearts with a longing for equality 
and justice. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble 
service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom.   
 
Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to share in Your 
vision of persistent hope and inclusive love.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all 
creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows:  
 
[sung]        Tompkins 
We eat this bread; we drink this cup. 
We share as one body of Christ. 
We give our thanks; we give our thanks.  
Amen, amen, amen! 

 
Prayer of Jesus (sung)     Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God [sung]     Tompkins 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to live in expectant hope.   
Lamb of God, you call us to witness to Your love.   
Lamb of God, you call us to work for peace and justice in our world.   
Grant us peace.  Grant us peace.  Grant us peace.   
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that this is God’s table, and not ours, and that all are truly 
welcome. We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table 
you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part 
of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in 
the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen.  
 
Communion Song: Taste and See        Hurd  
 
Taste and see, O taste and see, 
taste and see the goodness of God. 
 
Glory, glory to God most high, glory, blessing and praise. 
With one voice, O people, rejoice in our God, 
who hears the cry of all in need. R.  
 
Who has fashioned the earth and sky, who created the deep, 
who exalts the lowly and sets captives free, 
who opens the door to all those who seek. R.  
 
Oh, the love of God! 
Become flesh of our flesh, 
so that we might live in glory. R. 
 
Communion Meditation: Hail Mary, Gentle Woman     Landry 
Cantor:  Hail Mary, full of grace, our God is with you. 
  Blessed are you among women, 
  and blest is the child of your womb, Jesus. 
  Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
  protect us in times of distress, 
  and guide us in wisdom and hope. Amen. 
 
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
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Blessed are you among women, blest in turn all women, too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits. Blessed they with gentle hearts. 
 
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
 
Prayer After Communion – “Assumed” by Steven Shakespeare   
 
She rises with the dawn 
into light limitless, 
infinite and immanent. 
And with her rise 
our wholly human flesh, 
our hidden soul’s depths, 
our stumbling prayers, 
and speechless wonder. 
And with her rise 
the way she answered angels 
and sang down thrones; 
lines creasing a dark face, 
stretch marks and scars. 
And with her rise 
the road into exile, 
the shaming of women, 
the threat of violence, 
that never stopped her walk. 
And with her rise 
the carnality of grace, 
coming to birth in us; 
the song of all creation, 
becoming all divine. 
 
Together we pray. Amen.  
 
Closing Blessing 
May we go out into the world and serve one another as God-bearers.  
May we rejoice in our God and praise the Holy One,  
And may we share in the blessing of compassion and peace with God our Creator,  
Through Jesus the Christ, our brother,  
In the love of the Holy Spirit our Nurturer 
be with us this day and always. Let the church say:  
Amen! 
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Sending Forth 
Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Canticle of the Turning      Cooney 
 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great.  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,  
So from east to west shall my name be blest.  Could the world be about to turn? 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn! 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,  
And your mercy will last from depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. (R) 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone.  
Let the world beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from the throne,  
The hungry poor shall be week no more, for the food they can never earn; 
There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  (R) 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:  
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.  
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,  
‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.  (R) 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social 
justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 
 

Our lectionary readings come from the inclusive language Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy 
Corran and Jane Via and are available at https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/  

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
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Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC 

liturgies (written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), 
and other sources. The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many 

ways throughout the centuries. This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy 
Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits.  

 
 


