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The Succession of Mary Magdalene – A Triptychi 
Artist:  Janet McKenzie 

 
Feast of Mary Magdalene the Apostle 

July 25, 2021 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. On this 
feast of Mary Magdalene, we begin our new phase of hybrid liturgy, gathering in person and 
online. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. 
We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy. 
 
All of our prayers and songs can be found in our worship aid for today, which can be 
downloaded from our website. For those of you joining us online, we invite you to join in our 
songs and communal responses. Prayer requests may also be offered in the chat at any time. You 
may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual 
communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some 
social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
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Opening Song – Sing a New Church/Hymn for Vision        Dufner/McFadden 
 
Summoned by the God who made us, rich in our diversity 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, richer still in unity. 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways, 
sing a new Church into being, one in faith and love and praise. 
 
Trust the goodness of creation; trust the Spirit strong within. 
Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been.  
 Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways, 
sing a new Church into being, one in faith and love and praise. 
 
Pilgrims come and claim a vision and give witness in this place. 
Joined in faith by our decision to embody lives of grace. 
Jesus' followers praying, giving, seeking wholeness in God's word,  
Until justice is accomplished and each voice can now be heard. 
 
Opening Rite 
Tonight, we come together to celebrate the feast of Mary Magdalene the Apostle – the first to 
share the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God 
with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the fire of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindnessii 
 
Sustaining God, as we come to this moment, beginning a new phase in our common worship in 
a hybrid online and in person format, we bring with us our own unique experiences and 
emotions. We bring our whole selves before you, acknowledging all we have lost and the 
uncertainty still before us. Collectively, we ask you to enfold us in Your love, O God.   
 
We who are weary and we who are hopeful  
we who rejoice and we who mourn  
we who have felt sustained by your hand and we who are wondering where you are  
we who are anxious and we who are calm  
we who are peaceful and we who are angry  
we who feel nothing and we who feel everything  
we who are certain and we who are filled with doubt  
And we who are everything in between  
  
May we, who have gathered in-person and online, bringing all that we are and all that we have 
experienced, feel sustained by your love and this family of faith. May we honor this moment as 
sacred as we bring our doubts, our grief, our joys, and our hopes before you and one another in 
this bold act of worship. Amen. 
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First Reading  
The Gnostic Society Library, Gospel of Mary Magdalene (Gospel of Mary), 4:39-5:8a 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mary Magdalene:  
 
Having spoken to the disciples, the Teacher departed.  The disciples grieved, shedding many 
tears, saying, “How are we to go among all peoples and preach the Good News of the Kin-dom, - 
the hope for humanity that our Teacher embodied?  They didn’t spare his life, so why should they 
spare ours?” 
 
Then Mary rose, embraced them all, and began to speak: “Do not remain in sorrow and doubt, 
for Jesus' Grace will be entirely with you and will bring you peace.  Instead of lamenting his loss, 
let’s praise his greatness!  He has prepared us for this.  He is calling upon us to become fully 
human.” 
 
In this way, Mary turned their hearts towards the Good, and they began to discuss the meaning of 
the Teacher’s words.  
 
Peter said to Mary, “Sister, we know that the Savior loved you more than any other woman.  Tell 
us the words of the Savior which you remember which you know, but we do not, nor have we 
heard them.  
 
Mary answered and said, “What is hidden from you I will proclaim to you.”  And she began to 
speak to them… 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM  Proverbs 1:20-23, 33 
Our Psalm Response is: We are called to become fully human. 
R: We are called to become fully human. 
 
Woman Wisdom calls aloud in the street, out in the open. 
In the public squares, she raises her voice. 
At the busiest corners and on top of the wall, she takes her stand. 
At the city gate, she speaks. 
R: We are called to become fully human. 
 
“How long, O Thoughtless Ones,  
will you wallow in ignorance? 
How long, you who mock me, 
will you delight in your mocking arrogance? 
And Fools, how long will you hate knowledge,  
refusing to learn?” 
R: We are called to become fully human. 
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“Give heed to my reproof, and follow me: 
    I will pour out my spirit on you. 
    I will make my words known to you. 
You who listen to me will have inner strength. 
You will live in peace, without fear of harm.” 
 R: We are called to become fully human. 
 
Second Reading     “What Does it Mean to be Human?” Joan Chittister 
 
A Reading from “What Does It Mean to Be Human” by Joan Chittister:   
 
So what do I believe in?  What do I define as human?  I believe in the pursuit of the spiritual, in 
the presence to pain, and in the sacredness of life.  
 
To be human it is necessary, perhaps, to think again about what 
matters in life, to ask always why what is, is.  To be human is to listen to the rest of the world 
with a tender heart, and learn to live life with our arms open and our souls seared with a sense of 
[mutual belonging with] everything that is. 
 
Without a doubt, given those criteria, we may indeed not live the “better life,” but we may, at the 
end, at least have lived a fully human one. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Tompkins 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! We listen to the word of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! We proclaim the gospel of our God! 
 
Gospel                  John 4:5–21, 23-29, 39–40 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to John.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob and Rachel gave 
to their son Joseph.  The well of Jacob, Leah and Rachel was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water at the well.  Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman responded, “How is it that 
you, a Judean, ask me, a woman and Samaritan, for a drink?” (Judeans do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked me for a drink and I would have given 
you living water."  
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The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water?  Are you greater than our ancestors who gave us the well, who with their children 
and flocks drank from it?”   Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to the fullness of life.”  The woman said to 
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water.”  Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.”   The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You're right in saying, “I have no husband.” 
You've had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” 
 
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to 
her, “Dear Woman, trust this.  The hour is coming when you will worship our Loving God 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  The hour is coming, and is now here, when true 
worshipers will worship our Loving God in spirit and truth, for God seeks worshipers such as 
these. God is spirit, and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 
The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming” (who is called the Christ). “When 
the Messiah comes, that one will proclaim all things to us.”  Jesus said to her, " I am the one of 
whom you speak.”    
 
Just then Jesus’ disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 
one said out loud to her, “What do you want?” or to Jesus, “Why are you speaking with her?”  
Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city.  She said to the people, “Come and 
see someone who told me everything I've ever done!  Could this one be the Messiah?” 
 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in Jesus because of the woman's testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.”  
 
When the Samaritans came to Jesus, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two 
days.   
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
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Homily: Mary Magdalene Reflection      Sandy Trybus 
Sandy Trybus describes her earliest experiences of God in her 
relationship with her maternal grandmother. It was on summer visits that 
she accompanied ‘Mamaw’ and her Church Ladies to visit the sick, 
including on the locked wards of the Pineville State Hospital in South 
Louisiana.  She attributes her call to a career as Social Worker and 
therapist, at least in part, to those early encounters with people who are 
suffering. Closest to Sandy’s heart is family. She, and husband Ray, are 
ever grateful for over 50 years of marriage, strong relationships with their 
son, their daughter and 3 spirited, young adult granddaughters who 
bring much joy.   
   
From the beginning Sandy and Ray have been faithful members of the 
Mary Magdalene community.  In June of 2006 they traveled to the 

international waters of the Bodensee, bordered by Switzerland, Germany, and Austria to be on 
the boat for Jane’s ordination.   

 
Prayers of the People 
 “Do not remain in sorrow and doubt, for Jesus’ Grace will be entirely with you and will bring 
you peace.” With Mary Magdalene, our sister and our community’s namesake, let us call on the 
Holy One for all that we and the world need. 
   
Our response:    With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
 
That we remain always open to wonder, and be able to say, with Mary Magdalene in the garden, 
“We have seen the Teacher!” … we pray …  
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
 
In thanksgiving for the strength and witness of those of all genders who have been apostles, 
priests, and servant leaders, from the early Church, across the ages, to our own time and place … 
let us pray …  
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
   
In memory eternal of all the founders of our community, and especially for these departed dear 
ones: 
Mary Cherry  Sister Rachel Daniels  Kathleen Dugan   Kathy Dunlap 
Jackie Fix    Terry Grace    Bill Graney     Edie Hunt 
Doug Jones    Ed Mansfield    Evie McGreevey   Billy Pearsley 
Joe Wiedower Calvin Wilder    Irene Lawrence-Conrady   
Mary Tompkins Lee Mongrue    Dan Dinan   Hugh Kramer 
Fred Spong  Sister Maureen Keegan  Tina DiStefano  Ray Phoenix  
Tom Conrady  Al O’Brien     Mike Magee 
 
 we pray …  
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
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That in response to Mary Magdalene’s call, we re-dedicate ourselves to the radical inclusiveness 
of the Gospel  discipleship of equals, which calls all of us to become fully human … we pray …  
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
   
 That we might listen to the rest of the world with a tender heart, and live life with our arms open 
to embrace all  … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
  
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat   . . . we pray … 
With Mary, we proclaim, “Christ is risen!”   
 
Closing Prayer of the People:  
Loving God, you made us in your image and we yearn for the healing of all your people. Fill our 
hearts with the fire of your love and our minds with the thirst for justice. Embolden us to speak 
out against oppression, empower us to work for the coming of your reign of peace and justice, 
and enrich us with your life-giving Spirit so that all creation may feel your touch and be healed. 
We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen 
 
Offertory Song – From the Many, Make Us One     Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: Love the world so loved by God, 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Scattered, tattered, worn, and trod 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Come to welcome table here! 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Doors wide open, nothing fear. 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: This our great procession line,  
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Join to walk through earth and time. 
All: From the many male us one 
Cantor: Share and share alike this food, 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Gift of thirsty, hungry God. 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain:   
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Cantor: Let our bold procession grow 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Circling Earth while ages flow 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Running, creeping, leaping high.. 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Dancing, stumbling, striding by, 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain:   
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
In Mary Magdalene you kindled a fire of love for Christ, whose word had set her free. You gave 
her the courage of love to follow him even to the cross. Seeking her teacher after his death, so 
great was her longing that you made her the first to behold him risen from the dead, and the first 
to announce to the apostles his new and glorious risen life. Grant that by the mystery of this feast 
of love, we may watch at your cross, weep at your tomb and witness to your resurrection. In your 
name, we pray… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriii 
God dwells in you.    And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
From the beginning of all things, You create wonder, beauty, and unending life.  Glorious are 
You, O God, who creates splendor from chaos, beauty in the midst of suffering, life from death. 
These mysteries are manifest in Jesus the Christ who You sent to preach the gospel to everyone.  
In the garden He appeared to Mary Magdalene, who loved him in life, who traveled with him 
and supported him out of her own possessions, who witnessed his death on the cross, who 
sought him as he lay in the tomb, who was the first to whom he appeared when he rose from the 
dead, who was sent by him to preach to the disciples the Good News of his resurrection, and 
whose apostolic role was honored by the other apostles so that the good news of life might reach 
the ends of the earth. And so we join with all the angels and saints, especially Mary Magdalene, 
in their unending song of praise: 
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Sanctus           Tompkins 
 
Wholly, wholly, holy God.  God of wonder God of awe. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name as the faithful community of Mary Magdalene. Fill us with reverence for all creation.  
Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  Fill us with the spirit of Your truth and Your longing 
for peace.  Make us a people of inclusive love. 
 
Through countless generations Your people honored You.  These generations now call us to You: 
Abraham and Sarah and Hagar, Isaac and Rebekkah, Jacob, Leah and Rachel, and Mary 
Magdalene. Among Your people, You blessed Jesus of Nazareth, and You revealed Yourself in his 
life, death and resurrection. With Mary of Magdala, he calls us today to challenge the religious 
culture of our time.   
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
And so, Steadfast One, we recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in 
us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in 
us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill your command of love.  We remember that…  
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [sung] 
 
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, lives in us, rising in our hearts. 
 
We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and 
affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a 
model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
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We pray for our religious leaders. May they speak authentically in Your name and proclaim the 
Good News of the Gospel. We pray for our country and its leaders, that they abandon political 
rhetoric and work for the common good of all people. Fill their hearts with a longing for equality 
and justice. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble 
service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom.  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your vision of persistent hope and inclusive love.  In Your presence, we give You glory 
with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
[sung]            Tompkins 
We eat this bread; we drink this cup. 
We share as one body of Christ. 
We give our thanks; we give our thanks.  
Amen, amen, amen! 

 
Prayer of Jesusiv         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God [sung]          Tompkins 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to live in expectant hope.   
Lamb of God, you call us to witness to Your love.   
Lamb of God, you call us to work for peace and justice in our world.   
Grant us peace.  Grant us peace.  Grant us peace.   
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We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that this is God’s table, and not ours, and that all are truly 
welcome. We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table 
you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part 
of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in 
the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen.  
 

Communion will be distributed in bread form only 
 and will be placed in your hand by our Eucharistic Ministers. All are welcome to receive.  

 
Communion Song: Bread of Life, Cup of Hope      Fisher 
 
Bread of life and cup of hope, we come as gift to you. 
Change our hearts; fill us with peace. Transform our lives anew. 
Open our eyes so that we might see, your presence in one another. 
Your life, poured out in love today, unites us all in you. 
 
Loving One, Creator God, open our eyes to see 
the good that lives in each of us, that called the world to be. 
And when we fail to see the good, when friendships falter and crumble, 
give us the courage to forgive that we may live in peace. 
 
Living Word, O Child of God, your love shows us the way 
that we may live in harmony, and from you never stray. 
Wipe all oppression from our midst; give us a love for all people. 
Your song of justice sing in us, to live for peace today. 
 
Prayer After Communion               “The Magdalene’s Blessing” by Jan Richardson 
You hardly imagined 
standing here, 
everything you ever loved 
suddenly returned to you, 
looking you in the eye 
and calling your name. 
 
And now 
you do not know 
how to abide this ache 
in the center 
of your chest, 
where a door 
slams shut 
and swings open 
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at the same time, 
turning on the hinge 
of your aching 
and hopeful heart. 
 
I tell you, 
this is not a banishment 
from the garden. 
This is an invitation, 
a choice, 
a threshold, 
a gate. 
 
This is your life 
calling to you 
from a place 
you could never 
have dreamed, 
but now that you 
have glimpsed its edge, 
you cannot imagine 
choosing any other way. 
 
So let the tears come 
as anointing, 
as consecration, 
and then 
let them go. 
 
Let this blessing 
gather itself around you. 
 
Let it give you 
what you will need 
for this journey. 
 
You will not remember 
the words— 
they do not matter. 
 
All you need to remember 
is how it sounded 
when you stood 
in the place of death 
and heard the living 
call your name. 
Let the church say… Amen. 
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Closing Blessing adapted from Women’s Ordination Conference “Prayer for Co-Conspirators of 
Mary Magdalene”  
 
God of Mischief, You have blessed us with the calling and the choice to proclaim  
Equality for all genders to serve your people as ministers. 
 
Bless us as we go forth to celebrate the example of Mary Magdalene 
Bold disciple, apostle to the apostles, woman of strength and courage  
Grant us courage as we act in defiance of the unjust status quo  
Give us a sense of the communion of saints surrounding us as we go.  
May we continue in our holy mischief  
Which is, after all, how we bring your kin-dom into being. 
Let the church say…  
Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Canticle of the Turning       Cooney 
 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on the servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
And the world is about to turn. 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me. 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn. 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.  R 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 
There are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  R 
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Previous Guest Homilists for this celebration:  
2000 Anajean Kopkowski    2001 Jane Emerson* 
2002 Rosemary Johnson    2003 Jane Via 
2004 Linda Rieder*     2005 Evi Quinn 
2006 Gloria Espeseth    2007 Nancy Corran 
2008 Lynn Neu     2009 Gertrude Nelson 
2010 Jackie Davis     2011 Oliva Espin 
2012  Jamie Manson     2013 Pam Fox 
2014 Victoria Gonzalez    2015 Diane Langworthy 
2016 Ann Hidalgo     2017 Esther La Porta 
2018 Alison Kirkpatrick    2019  Jen Bonakdar  
2020 Suzie Knapp  
            * Deceased 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social 
justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Our lectionary readings come from the inclusive language Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy 
Corran and Jane Via and are available at https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/  

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

 
i This original three-panel artwork resides at the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago and was commissioned by Barbara 
Marian, a resident of Harvard, Illinois.   Months before her death in November of 2019, Barbara contacted MMACC to determine 
whether we would be receptive to receiving her replica of the original artwork.  She indicated that she had become aware of our 
community years before and wanted the only replicas of the Triptych to have a proper home. With a Masters in Pastoral Ministry, 
Barbara was a champion for the underserved and marginalized.  She felt strongly about equality in all forms and devoted much of 
her time to elevating the status of women, minorities and the LBGTQ community. On a trip to Chicago, Esther LaPorta visited the 
Catholic Theological Union to view the original pieces.  The MMACC Board subsequently reviewed materials about the Triptych 
and approved its delivery to MMACC.   

In the Artist’s Words: 
“The creation of each painting in THE SUCCESSION OF MARY MAGDALENE overtook my heart and mind in such a profound – 
and unexpected – way I now have a sacred attachment to her.  In the first panel, COMPANION, all three women stand as a 
powerful trinity of gifts.  Mary Magdalene is within herself, presented quietly with closed eyes as the central figure.  Here she is 
slightly less physically evolved; the maturation of her face is reflected in the other two paintings.  THE ONE SENT is the anchor of 
the series with Mary Magdalene and Jesus seated together in offering, flanking the cross – a prophetic symbol.  APOSTLE TO THE 
APOSTLES pays homage to Mary Magdalene as leader and teacher and also to her femaleness by revealing her hair – a woman’s 
“crowning glory”. Saint Peter, bearing the upside-down cross on his robe – alluding to his own future crucifixion – looks away 
from Magdalene refusing to recognize her.  The Beloved Disciple, however, is turned toward her reflecting his unconditional love 
and belief.”   -Janet McKenzie 
ii Adapted from “Reflecting on the Pandemic: A Service of Lament, Healing, and Resilience” from First Baptist Church in 
Columbia, MO and Second Baptist Church in Little Rock, AR.  
iii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
iv The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


