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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
 

15th Sunday in the Orderly Course of Time 
July 11, 2021 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1:  Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We 
gather today from locations all around the world. Though we are separated by distance, 
we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you 
to unmute yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be 
offered in the chat at any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or 
something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as 
we gather for some social time.  
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Now, let us take a breath and center ourselves in the presence of the Holy, before we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song: Days of Elijah       Mark 
 
These are the days of Elijah declaring the word of our God, 
And these are the days of Your servant, Deb-rah, wisdom and justice restored. 
These are the days of great trials, of ravage, oppression, and war, 
Still we are the voice in the desert crying, prepare ye the way of our God. 
 
Behold God’s here, dancing in the wind, shining like the sun, raining down anew. 
Lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee, open up Your heart and live in truth. 
 
And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh 
And these are the days of Your servant, Mary, proclaiming Love stronger than death. 
And these are the days to do justice. A harvest to be sown in peace 
And we are the laborers in Your vineyard, making new wine for that feast. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
Presider: We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you.  
Voice 2 & all:  And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
Presider:  We pause for a moment to remember those times during this past week that 
we have not lived as God calls us to:  
 
Presider:  Loving God, when we fail to recognize injustice in our daily lives, 
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to open our hearts to Your love.  
 
Presider:  Jesus the Christ, when we tolerate injustice and the absence of wisdom,  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to speak out for what is right and just.  
 
Presider:  Spirit of Life, when we forget that true Wisdom always leads to justice,  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to seek Your Wisdom. 
 
Presider:  May the God of Wisdom and Justice have compassion on us, forgive us our 
failings, and transform us to be prophets of truth and workers for justice in this world.  
Voice 2 & all:  Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 
 
Presider:  God of the prophets, in every age you send the word of truth, familiar yet 
new, a sign of contradiction. Let us not be counted among those who lack faith, but give 
us the vision to see Christ in our midst and to welcome Your liberating Word. Together, 
we pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
First Reading                      Amos 7:7-15 
Voice 1:  A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos  
 
This is what God showed me: 
God was standing by a well-engineered wall that would not topple. God held a plumb 
line, a vertical measuring tool, in hand.  
 
God asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”  
“A plumb line,” I replied. 
 
Then God said,  
“See, I am setting a plumb line among my people, Israel.  
I will spare them no longer.   
The high places of Isaac will be destroyed,  
and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined.   
With my sword, I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.” 
 
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent a message to Jeroboam, the ruler of Israel: “Amos 
has conspired against you, in the very heart of house of Israel. The land cannot bear all his 
words.”  For Amos had said: 

 
“Jeroboam will die by the sword. 

Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.” 

 
Amaziah then said to Amos, “Go away, Prophet! Get gone to Judah!  Earn your bread and 
do your prophesying there!  But never again will you prophesy here at Bethel, for it is the 
ruler’s sanctuary, a royal temple.” 
 
“I am no prophet,” Amos replied to Amaziah, “nor do I belong to a family of prophets.  I 
am a herder and a dresser of sycamores.  Still, God took me while I was following my 
flock, and said to me, ‘Go! Prophesy to my people, Israel!’” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 85:9; 10; 11-12; 13-14 
 
Voice 1:  Our Psalm Response is: Justice and peace will kiss.  
Voice 2 & all: Justice and peace will kiss. 
 
Voice 1:  We listen for the Word of God. 
Surely it will be a message of peace to the people,  
to those who open their hearts. 
Healing is here. 
Creation sings around us, 
revealing God’s presence, revealing Glory.  
Voice 2 & all: Justice and peace will kiss. 
 
Voice 1:  Love and truth will meet. 
Justice and peace will kiss. 
Truth will spring up from the earth. 
Justice will rain down from the sky. 
Voice 2 & all: Justice and peace will kiss. 
 
Voice 1:  God provides the Earth with bounty. 
Our land brings forth a harvest of goodness. 
Justice will march, paving a path with peace, 
 preparing a way for God’s footsteps. 
Voice 2 & all: Justice and peace will kiss. 
 
Second Reading         Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
Voice 2:  A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians:  
 
Blessed be the God of Jesus the Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavens! Before the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and 
blameless in love. The Holy One destined us as God’s children through Jesus the Christ, 
according to the desires of God’s heart, to the praise of glorious grace that is freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved.  
 
It is in Christ and through Christ that we have true liberation, the forgiveness of our 
failings, according to the grace lavished on us by God. With all wisdom and insight, God 
has made known to us the mystery of the desires of the divine heart, that were set forth in 
Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things, things in heaven and things 
on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, so that we, who were the first to 
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of Christ’s glory. In Christ, you too were 
chosen. When you had heard the word of truth, the Good News of liberation, and 



 5 

believed in it, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our 
inheritance as God's own people, to the praise and glory of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                   Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Gospel                Mark 6:14-29 
Presider:  Our God is with you. 
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Good News attributed to Mark.  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O God.  
 
Presider:  Herod Antipas, Ruler of the Judeans, heard about Jesus because Jesus’ name 
was becoming well known throughout the region.  Some were saying of Jesus: “John the 
Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why he is able to do marvelous acts of power.”  
Others said, “He is Elijah;” others again, “He is a prophet, like the prophets we used to 
have.”  But when Herod heard all this, he said, “It is indeed John whom I beheaded.  John 
has risen from the dead.” 
 
Now it was this same Herod who had John arrested and put in prison.  Herod had married 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.  And John had told Herod, “It’s against the law for you 
to marry your brother’s wife.”  Herodias also was furious with John and wanted to have 
him killed; but she wasn't able to do so.  Herod was in awe of John, knowing him to be 
good, upright, and holy.  Herod had even given John his protection.  He liked to listen to 
John, although what he heard left him greatly disturbed. 
 
Herodias seized upon an opportunity on Herod’s birthday.  Herod gave a banquet for his 
head officials and the leading women and men of Galilee.  When Herodias’ daughter 
came in and danced, she delighted Herod and all the guests.  So, Herod said to the young 
woman, “Ask me for anything you like and I will give it to you.”  He swore an oath, “I will 
give you anything you ask, even half of my realm.”  She went out and said to her mother, 

ALELUYA/ALLELUIA
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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“What shall I ask for?”  Her mother replied, “The head of John the Baptist.”  The young 
woman at once rushed back to Herod and made her request.  
 
“I want you to give me John the Baptist’s head, immediately, on a dish.”   
 
The ruler was deeply distressed; but, thinking of the oath he had sworn and of his guests, 
he was reluctant to break his word to her.  At once, Herod sent one of the bodyguards 
with orders to bring John’s head.  The servant left and beheaded John in the prison.  Then, 
he brought the head on a dish and gave it to the young woman, who gave it to her 
mother.   
 
When John’s disciples heard about this, they came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily         

[Moment of Silence] 
Profession of Faith adapted from Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 
Voice 1 & all:  
We believe in God who made us all,  
 and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
 alive in every human heart,  
 expressed in every culture,  
 found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
We believe in Jesus, the Christ,  
 who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
 to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
 called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
 lifted to the fullness of life.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the breath of God on earth,  
 who keeps the Christ vision present to all 
 and infuses energy into spirits yet weary, isolated, searching and confused.  
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, to nature, to happiness, to wholeness,  
to the partnership of people of all genders in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us beyond the boundaries of ourselves,  
to forgiveness, and to everything that stretches our hearts to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   
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Prayers of the Faithful 
Voice 2:      “Go away, Prophet! … do your prophesying somewhere else!”  “The servant 
left and beheaded John in the prison.”  Being in a prophetic role is risky at best.  Mindful 
of our own prophetic call despite our well-warranted reluctance, let us ask God for all that 
we and the world need. 
   
Our response:       Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
 
Voice 2:      Like Amos, with good reason we don’t want to take on the prophetic 
role.  May we nevertheless heed the divine voice: “Go! Prophesy to my people!” … we 
pray … 
Voice 1 & all:        Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
 
Voice 2:      That we listen for the Word of God, trusting that healing and peace are there 
for those who open their hearts  … let us pray …  
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
   
Voice 2:      That we embrace the Good News of liberation, knowing that we have been 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
  
Voice 2:      We marvel at the fiery star-births of your immeasurable cosmos, and at the 
quiet flickerings of your Breath-Spirit within each one of us … and so we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
   
 Voice 2:      For those who do not accept our prophetic call and witness, and for the ways 
in which we fail to convey that Good News of liberation … we pray as Jesus said we 
should …  
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
  
Voice 2:  Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-
filled prophetic community of hope in the face of hurt and loss, as well as beauty and 
loving-kindness.  We remember the universal needs of all of us, still living with the 
pandemic and with the continuing racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly. 
 

[After each petition] 
 
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
 

[after all petitions have been spoken] 
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Voice 2:     Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   
  

(Short pause) 
 
Voice 2:     For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat   . . . we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:         Make us channels of your Word, Holy One. 
 
Concluding Prayer - Presider: Holy One, as we bring our prayers to you, make us 
channels of your Word. Steady us when our voice shakes. Kindle in us anger at structures 
and systems that hold your people down. Make us bold to commit our whole lives to the 
liberation and healing of all. Equip us for the work that must be done. Strengthen us for 
the days ahead. Do not let us go until we are done. We pray…   
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Offertory Song – I could sing of your love forever   Hillsong  
 
Over the mountains and the sea 
Your river runs with the love for me 
and I will open up my heart 
and let the healer set me free. 
I'm happy to be in the truth 
and I will daily lift my hands 
for I will always sing of when Your love came down. 
 
I could sing of Your love forever. 
I could sing of Your love forever. 
I could sing of Your love forever. 
I could sing of Your love forever. 
 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us 
the bread of life.   
Voice 2 & all:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual 
drink.    
Voice 2 & all:  Blessed be God forever. 
Presider:  Friends, pray that this bread of life and cup of love will deepen our 
commitment to live the Gospel.   
Voice 2 & all:  Loving God, strengthen us to feed others.   



 9 

 
Prayer With Our Gifts 
 
Presider:  Holy One, as we gather around our tables, bringing our gifts of bread and 
wine, bless the gifts we bring and bless our lives to Your service. Help us to see the 
prophets in our midst and to spread your Good News wherever we are. Together, we 
pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & all:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  God of All, You call us to work for justice, to share our table with all 
creation, to feed the needy at our door, to see nobody left in need.  For the blessing of 
Your gifts, and the challenge of Your call to us, we join with prophets and saints and all 
your people throughout the ages as we sing: 
 
Sanctus              Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 
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Santo, Santo, Holy, God. Dios del universe.   
Heaven and earth, are full of your glory. Hosana in the highest.  
Hosanna, hosanna, en el cie-lo. 
Hosanna, hosanna in the high-est.   
Blessed are all who come  
In the name of our God!  
Hosanna, hosanna, en el cie-lo. 
Hosanna, hosanna in the high-est.   
 
Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by 
distance, still we gather in Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, 
from shelters and the streets; from classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. 
You call us to be in solidarity with Christ, who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with 
the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  
 
Voice 2:  As we share this meal may we be nourished by the dangerous memory of 
Jesus and his friends, who dared to feed those no one else would feed, who included the 
‘sinners’ that society shunned and oppressed, who drew healing energy out of people past 
hope of healing, who heard the cries of people dried up and desperate, and nourished 
them with living water, and life-giving bread.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider:  Let Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine, transforming them 
with the nourishing power of holy wisdom, that they and we may become the Body and 
Blood of Jesus the Christ, taken, blessed, broken, and given so that all might have life.  We 
remember that… 
 
Presider & All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took 
bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you 
and eat.  This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   
 

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup 
to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the 
covenant of new and everlasting life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [spoken] 
 

Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
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Voice 1:  We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the 
possibility of reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our 
hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your 
Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your 
peace.  
 
Voice 2:  Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all 
of them by surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them 
with the joy of divine diversity.  Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others.  
Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Presider:  Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic. Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with 
You.  Be with us in our struggling attempts live out your example of love.  Come now, 
Spirit of justice and prophecy, of tenderness, judgment, and dance; touch our 
speechlessness, kindle our longing, reach into our silence, and fire our words with your 
truth; that each of us may hear in our own language the amazing works of God: 
Presider & all:  In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
   In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
   In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
   We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
The Great Amen                 Misa Santa Cecilia  

 
Prayer of Jesusi         Kosits   
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our 
Father,” has been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite 
you to join us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer 
this sung contemporary version. 

Loving God in whom is heaven,  
may your name be honored ev’rywhere.    

May Your kin-dom come, may your heart’s desire  
be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day;  
forgive us, enable us to forgive others  
and keep us from all anxiety and fear 

for you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
forever and ever amen. 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

& 44 .. ..œ
A
A

˙ jœ œ Jœ
men,
mén,

a
a

men,
mén,

.˙ Œ 1 .œ jœ jœ œ jœ
a
a men.

mén.

˙ Œ Final.œ jœ jœ œ Jœ
a
a

men.
mén.

w
-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-



 12 

Sign of Peace 
Presider:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 

 
Lamb of God       Mass of a Joyful Heart, Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Invitation to the Table 
Presider:  We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
Voice 2 & All:  We are blessed to share in this communion.  
Presider:  This is Jesus’ table. He made no restrictions and neither do we. We believe 
that Christ is present with us, whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using 
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us 
in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Offertory Song – Supper of Our God            Laurence Rosania 
 
As we gather, all are one, here in bread and wine; 
Here our God prepares the feast divine. 
Bread of love is broken now, cup of life is poured: 
Come, share the supper of our God. 
 
This is the bread of God feeding hungry hearts, 
Giving life to us, to all the world.  R.  
 
“I am the living spring of eternal life; 
You that drink from me shall not thirst again.” R.  
 
“I am the bread of life, giving life to you; 
You that eat this bread shall never die.” R. 

 
Prayer After Communion:  
Presider: God of justice we pray that we may have courage to speak truth to power. Let us 
be Your Voice, Your Peacemakers, to be the ones who speak up when others won’t. May 
we love others not just in our words but in our deeds. May we use our voices to heal, 
comfort, and lovingly support. May we have the courage to Stand Up, Step up, and Speak 
Up for all of your children who need us to act and not be silent. May we use our voices to 
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heal and not harm. May we be voices of unity and may we seek to come to know one 
another and respect the dignity of all beings. God and creator of us all may we seek to 
follow the examples of Jesus and John the Baptist and speak, love, act, and pray and be 
mindful of the needs and concerns of others this day and always! 
Voice 1 & all: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
Adapted from Jan Richardson 
Presider:  Let us extend our hand to both give and receive God’s blessing:  
 
May our lives be a river.  
May we flow with the purpose of the One who created and called us, 
who directs our course and turns us ever toward home. 
 
May our ways shimmer with the light of Christ who goes with us, who bears us up, and 
who calls us by name. 
 
May we move with the grace of the Spirit who brooded over the face of the waters 
at the beginning and who will gather us in at the end. 
 
Let the church say:  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 

Presider:  Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God!  
 
 
Closing Song: Turning of the World    Pelham / Thomsen 
 
Let us sing this song for the turning of the world 
That we may turn as one 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
 
Verses: for turning, turn, substitute: 
2) loving, love 
3) healing/heal 
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it 
alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and 

a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia / Mass of Saint Cecilia, Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo 
López. Published by OCP. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by MMACC.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and Jane 
Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/   Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus. Eucharistic 
prayer is written by MMACC liturgy community with inspiration from various sources including The 
Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer, Enfleshed.com, and others.  
 

 
i The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This 
version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus 
Kosits. 


