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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
 

Feast of the Body & Blood of Jesus 
June 6, 2021 

 
Prelude 
 
Introduction & Welcome  
 
Voice 1:  Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We 
gather today from locations all around the world. Though we are separated by distance, 
we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you 
to unmute yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be 
offered in the chat at any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or 
something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as 
we gather for some social time.  
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Today we celebrate the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, a reminder not only of the 
Eucharistic meal that we celebrate together, but of the fact that each of us – and all of 
humanity – is a part of the Body of Christ. Now, let us take a breath and center ourselves 
in the presence of the Holy, before we begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song – Gather Your People, O God      Hurd 
 
Refrain:  Gather your people, O God. 
  Gather your people, O God. 
  One bread, one body, one spirit of love. 
  Gather your people, O God. 
 
Draw us forth to the table of life: 
Grateful companions, 
each of us called to walk in your light. R. 
 
We are parts of the body of Christ, 
needing each other, 
each of the gifts the Spirit provides. R.  
 
Wash us, God, in the waters of life; 
waters of mercy, 
waters of hope that flow from your side. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
Presider: We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of Holy Incarnate Majesty,  
Holy Incarnate Word,  
and Holy Abiding Spirit. Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you.  
Voice 2 & all:  And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Presider:  As we begin our liturgy, we pause to remember those times when we have 
not loved the Body of Christ as we are called to do:  
 
Loving God, when we fail to share our bread with others, 
Voice 1 & all:  Help us to share our bread and offer hospitality to all.  
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Presider:  Jesus the Christ, when we fail to recognize you in those who are different 
from us,  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to recognize you in every human being.  
 
Presider:  Spirit of Wisdom, when we forget that Your word is the bread of life,  
Voice 1 & all:  Help us to seek Your nourishing Word. 
 
Presider:  May the God who feeds us, forgive our lack of gratitude, our gluttony and 
greed, our silence in the face of injustice and oppression, and help us to live with justice 
and generosity, in the church and in the world.   
Voice 2 & all:  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Presider:  Holy One, you call us all to the table to remember your body – taken, 
blessed, broken, and given for us all. United through prayer, we become your body, the 
very body of Christ. We remember the ways in which Your body continues to be broken 
and oppressed throughout the world. Help us to recognize the sacred in the faces and 
bodies of one another and make us one with you, and with each other. In your name, we 
pray…   
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
First Reading                       Lv. 17:11-12, 14ab; Ex 24:3-8 
 
Voice 1:  A Reading from the Books of Leviticus and Exodus: 
 
God said to Moses: "The life of a living creature is in its blood... Therefore, I have told you 
Israelites that neither you, nor any alien who resides among you, shall eat blood...  For the 
life of every creature is in its blood.  Its blood is its life..." 
   
Later, Moses came to the people, and told them all of the words and ordinances of God...  
Rising early the next day, he erected an altar at the foot of the mountain and twelve pillars 
for the twelve tribes of Israel.  Then, having sent selected young Israelites to offer 
holocausts and sacrifice young bulls as peace offerings to God, Moses took half of the 
blood and put it in large bowls.  The other half, he splashed on the altar.  Taking the Book 
of the Covenant, he read it aloud to all the people who answered, “All that God has said, 
we will observe and do.”  Then he took blood and sprinkled it on the people saying, “This 
is the blood of the covenant that God has made with you in according to God’s words.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 116:12-13; 14-16; 17-19 
 
Voice 1:  Our Psalm response is: We will eat the Bread of Life and drink the cup of 
Love. 
Voice 2 & all:  We will eat the Bread of Life and drink the cup of Love. 
 
Voice 1:  What shall I return to God  
 for the bounty I have been shown? 
I will raise the cup of Love, the cup of wholeness,  
 and call upon the Name of God. 
I will call upon You who have done wondrous things. 
Voice 2 & all:  We will eat the Bread of Life and drink the cup of Love. 
 
Voice 1:  I will bear witness to You, O Bread of Life, 
 in the presence of all people. 
Precious and too costly in Your eyes 
 is the death of even one of Your own. 
O God, Life-Giver, I am Your servant,  
 and my mother was Your servant. 
You have loosed my bonds. 
Voice 2 & all:  We will eat the Bread of Life and drink the cup of Love. 
 
Voice 1:  Lifting the cup, I will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
    and call upon the Name of God. 
I will bear witness to You, O Bread of Life, 
     in the presence of all people. 
Voice 2 & all:  We will eat the Bread of Life and drink the cup of Love. 
 
Second Reading         1 Cor 11:23-26 
 
Voice 2:  A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians: 
 
For I received from Jesus the Christ what I also handed on to you: that on the night he was 
handed over, he took bread; and, after he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is 
my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   
 
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup saying, "This is the new covenant in my 
blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Christ, 
until Christ comes. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Al-le-lu-ia.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Al-le-lu-ia.  

 
Gospel             Mark 14:12ab; 16abd; 22-24 
 
Presider:  Our God is with you. 
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O God.  
 
Presider:  On the day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the 
Passover lamb…  Jesus’ disciples went off into the city...  and they prepared the Passover. 
 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them 
saying, “Take this and eat.  This is my body.”   
 
Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. They all drank from it.  He said to 
them, “This is my blood of the covenant which will be shed for many." 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily  

 
[Moment of Silence] 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Voice 2:   The Pentecost Spirit moves us to contemplate Mystery: the Body, the Blood.  
We receive what we are: the Body and Blood of Christ.   To God, who is all and in all, let 
us pray! 
   
Our response:    The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood. 
Voice 1 & all:   The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood. 
 
Voice 2:   That we take to heart the ancient lessons of the sacredness of blood, and 
work as creatively as we know how, to ensure that no more blood is spilled in violence 
and war … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.    
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Voice 2:   That every day we recommit ourselves to bringing healing and wholeness to 
all the broken and hurting parts of the Body of Christ … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.   
 
Voice 2:   That in the breaking of this bread and the sharing of this cup, humanly made 
from God’s creation, blessed in the name of Jesus, sanctified by the Spirit, we come to 
know the oneness of all … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.  
 
Voice 2:   In thanksgiving for the immensity and grandeur of the Cosmos, and for the 
warm greenness of the Earth that sustains us as the Body of Christ … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.  
  
Voice 2:   For those who do not share their bread or their hearts with us, and for the 
times we have failed to share them with others … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
Voice 1 & all:  The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.  
 
Voice 2:  Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-
gathered community of Alleluia and sorrow.  We remember the universal needs of all of 
us, living with the pandemic and with the continuing racism, injustice, and violence of 
our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly. 

[After each petition] 
Voice 1 & all:   The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.  
 

[after all petitions have been spoken] 
 
Voice 2:  Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   
  

(Short pause) 
 

Voice 2:  For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat   . . . we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:   The bread, the wine, the Body, the Blood.     
 
Concluding Prayer: 
Presider:  Loving God, you have made us in your image and we yearn for the healing 
and flourishing of all your people. Embolden us to speak out against oppression, empower 
us to work for the coming of your reign of peace and justice, and encourage us to feed the 
world as you feed us. In your name, we pray… 
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
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Offertory Song – Here at this Table               Whitaker 
 
Come and be filled here at this table. 
Food for all who hunger 
And drink for all who thirst. 
Drink of this love, wine of liberation. 
You shall live forever in Je-sus the Christ. 
 
You who labor for justice, 
You who labor for peace, 
You who steady the plow 
In the field of our God. R.  
 
You with lives full of pain, 
You who sorrow and weep, 
You, beloved of God, 
Come to Christ, come to Christ! R.  
 
You, the aged among us, 
Holy, faithful and wise, 
May the wisdom you share 
Form our lives, and our world! R.  
 
 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the bread of life.   

 
Voice 2 & All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our 
spiritual drink.    

 
Voice 2 & All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:   Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our 

commitment to live the Gospel.   
 
Voice 2 & All: With the Risen Christ we commit ourselves to live the Gospel. 
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Prayer With Our Gifts 
 
Presider:  Holy One, we bless the bread given for us in infinite love and grace. We 
bless the cup poured out for us with a love that drenches and makes us anew. We bless 
the food that we share, the hands that made it and those who consume it. We bless one 
another and all people, recognizing in one another and all the world, the manifestation of 
the Body of Christ. Strengthen us to bear the bread, carry the cup, and lay the table for a 
hungering world. We pray in Jesus’ name…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
Presider:  Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
Voice 1 & all:  We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Presider:  Holy One, at this feast of love you feed your people and strengthen them in 
holiness, so that the human family, which shares the same earth, may be fueled by faith 
and drawn together by love.  We join together to be transformed by your grace into the 
likeness of the risen Christ, joining with all those on earth and throughout the heavens in 
singing this song of praise: 
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy, God. Of Spirit, of Life.  
Heaven and earth, are full of your glory.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
Blessed are all who come  
In the name of our God!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
 
Voice 1:  God of fresh bread and new wine, we sense your presence among us in 
grace-filled moments of sharing, in carefully created communities of loving solidarity, in 
holy times of birthing new life amid all the suffering. We delight in the moving of your 
steadfast Spirit demanding that we find water for the thirsty, demanding that we prepare 
meals for all who hunger, and encouraging us to welcome all in our midst.  
 
Voice 2:  As we share this meal may we be nourished by the dangerous memory of 
Jesus and his friends, who dared to feed those no one else would feed, who included the 
‘sinners’ that society shunned and oppressed, who drew healing energy out of people past 
hope of healing, who heard the cries of people dried up and desperate, and nourished 
them with living water, and life-giving bread.  
 



 9 

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

 
Presider:  We invoke Your life-giving Spirit upon all who are gathered in solidarity. Let 
Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine, transforming them with the 
nourishing power of holy wisdom, that they and we may become the Body and Blood of 
Jesus the Christ, taken, blessed, broken, and given so that all might have life.  We 
remember that… 
 
Presider & All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took 
bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you 
and eat.  This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup 
to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the 
covenant of new and everlasting life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 

When we eat this bread, and drink this cup,  
We proclaim your death, Je-sus,  
Until you come… again.  

 
Voice 1:  We gather as a people devoted to creating a world that reflects Your 
diversity, love and justice. Ignite in us a burning passion for justice for all. We remember 
those who have suffered from white supremacy, and those who have worked to dismantle 
it. We remember your prophets throughout the ages and today who have dared to speak 
Truth to power. Help us to find our voice and speak out against hatred and discrimination. 
 
Voice 2:  Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all 
of them by surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them 
with the joy of divine diversity.  Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others.  
Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Presider:  Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic. Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with 
You.  Be with us in our struggling attempts live out your example of love.  Come now, 
Spirit of justice and prophecy, of tenderness, judgment, and dance; touch our 
speechlessness, kindle our longing, reach into our silence, and fire our words with your 
truth; that each of us may hear in our own language the amazing works of God: 
 
Presider & all:  In the name of God, Source of Life, 
 In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
 In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
 We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
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The Great Amen 
 
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our 
Father,” has been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite 
you to join us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer 
this sung contemporary version. 
 

Loving God in whom is heaven,  
may your name be honored ev’rywhere.    

May Your kin-dom come, may your heart’s desire  
be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day;  
forgive us, enable us to forgive others  
and keep us from all anxiety and fear 

for you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
Presider:  May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 

 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace.   Grant us peace.  
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Presider:  This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.  We are blessed 
to share in the Mystery of Life.   
 
Voice 2 & All:  When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we are raised up into 
new life. 
 



 11 

Presider:  This is Jesus’ table. He made no restrictions and neither do we. We believe 
that Christ is present with us, whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using 
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us 
in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  

 
Communion Song: Bread, Blessed and Broken      Lynch 
 
Jesus, you’re the one I love, You’re the one I know. 
You’re the one who makes me strong, Spirit in my soul. 
From the clouds of yesterday, Through the night of pain, 
Teach me, God, to know your way, Know it once again. 
 
Bread, blessed and broken for us all; 
Symbol of Your love from the grain so tall. 
Bread, blessed and broken for us all; 
Bread of life you give to us, bread of life for all. 
 
May the bread we break today, May the cup we share, 
Lift the burdens of our hearts, Lift them ev’rywhere. 
Passing on to each of us, A measure of your love 
Love to make us whole again, As we share your Word. R.  
 
Jesus, you’re the one we love, You’re the one we know. 
You’re the one who makes us strong, Spirit in our souls. 
 
Prayer After Communion:  
 
Presider:  Our prayer today comes from “It would not have been God's table” by 
Cheryl Lawrie: 
 
On their own, the bread and wine are nothing. 
To become a foretaste and a promise 
of love made real and a world made whole, 
they need a story and a blessing 
and a people who believe… 
 
It would not have been God’s table 
if they hadn’t all been gathered around it: 
the betrayer and the friend 
the power-hungry and the justice seeker 
the faithful and the fickle. 
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When Jesus poured the wine, and the bread was broken; 
when everyone could eat - 
the outcast and the beloved 
the arrogant and the gracious 
the wrong-doer and the wrongly done by - 
the table became a foretaste 
of love made real 
and of a world made whole. 
 
Your company at the table 
will include the betrayer and the beloved 
the wrong-doer and the wrongly done by. 
It would not be God’s table without them. 
 
And the promise is 
that when you are together, 
when you tell the story and give the blessing 
when you break the bread and pour the wine 
you will discover a foretaste 
of love made real 
and of a world made whole. 
We pray in Jesus’ name…  
Voice 2 & all:  Amen.   
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 
Presider:  Remembering that you, we, are the body of Christ – that each of us is a part 
of the body of Christ, let us extend our hand to both give and receive God’s blessing:  
 
May we have the eyes of Christ, to see a world in need. 
May we have the heart of Christ, loving all we meet. 
May we have the hands of Christ, to bless the entire world.  
May we have the feet of Christ, to bring good news to the World. 
And may we always remember, Christ has no body but ours, and we are the body of 
Christ. Let the Church say: 
Voice 1 & all:  Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Presider:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God!  
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Closing Song: Somos El Cuerpo de Cristo / We are the Body of Christ         Cortez & Hurd 
 
Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. We are the body of Christ. 
Hemos oído el llamado; we've answered "Yes" to the call of our God. 
Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. We are the body of Christ. 
Traemos su santo mensaje. We come to bring the Good News to the world. 
 
Cada persona es parte del reino; Somos el cuerpo de Cristo.  
Putting a stop to all discrimination, We are the body of Christ.  
Todas las razas que habitan la tierra, Somos el cuerpo de Cristo.  
All are invited to feast in the banquet, We are the body of Christ.    R.  
 
Que nuestras acciones reflejen justicia; Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 
Stopping abuse and relieving the hungry, We are the body of Christ. 
Vamos al mundo a cuidar su rebaño. Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 
Serving each other we build up the kin-dom; We are the body of Christ.    R.  
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it 
alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and 

a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Mass Settings: Mass of Restoration, Music © 2012, Joshua Blakesley and Leland G. "Grae" McCullough, 
IV. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by Heather Berberet and 
MMACC.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and Jane 
Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/   Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus. Eucharistic 
prayer is written by MMACC liturgy community with inspiration from various sources including The 
Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer, Enfleshed.com, and others.  
 


