
 1 

 
•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  
April 25, 2021 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1:  Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We 
gather today from locations all around the world. Though we are separated by distance, 
we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the bolded spoken responses. During the prayers of the people, we invite you 
to unmute yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be 
offered in the chat at any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or 
something similar for communion.  
 
After our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.    
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy 
as we begin our liturgy.  
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Opening Song: This is the Day 
 
This is the day, this is the day, 
That our God has made, that our God has made; 
Let us rejoice, let us rejoice 
And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
 
This is the day that our God has made; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day 
That our God has made. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
Presider: We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of God, who is Speaker, Word, & Breath. Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the 
Holy Spirit be with you.  
Voice 2 & all:  And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
Presider:  God, who leads us through life, we pause for a moment to remember the 
times this past week when our lives have not been centered on you.  
 
Presider:  Living God, we often forget Your Presence among us.  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to experience Your Presence.  
 
Presider:  Risen Christ, we often close our minds and hearts to Your living Word.  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to receive Your Word.  
 
Presider:  Blazing Spirit, we often forget to be Your presence to others.  
Voice 2 & all:  Help us to live Your Gospel.  
 
Presider:  God of empty tombs and empty people: when we hesitate to speak of your 
hope, forgive us, and give us voice. When we find it difficult to love another, forgive us, 
and give us new compassion. When we want to stand with the high and mighty, forgive 
us, and put us next to the poor and oppressed. When we stay locked behind our fears and 
doubts, forgive us, and send us out to share your grace. When we cannot believe your 
Word of new life, forgive us, and fill us with your joy. May Jesus the Risen Christ, renew 
us to live in the freedom of God and fill our lives with trust, joy, and compassion, shared 
with all we meet. i  
Voice 2 & all:  Amen. 
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Gloria          Mass of Creation 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 
O God, Heavenly God, Glory God, Creator! 
We worship You, we give You thanks!  
We praise You for Your glory. R.  
 
O Jesus Christ, only child of our God.  
Holy One, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
You are one in Spirit with our God, Creator. Receive our prayer. R.  
 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone Messiah,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God Creator. Amen. Amen. R.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Presider:  Holy One, in this Easter Season, we come to you, singing alleluias, 
celebrating new life all around us. We celebrate the doubters and questioners among us, 
who simply keep our faith real, who demand that we live our believing into faith that 
works towards justice and peace, and making sure that the hungry are nourished and 
loved. We celebrate the saints among us, whose courageous faith flies without a safety 
net, reminding us that true discipleship is risky and radical in the face of a world held 
hostage by greed, love of power, and denial. We are your Easter people, Holy One.  
Doubters, saints, sinners, questioners, spiritual and religious, who skip, run, and stumble 
on the journey.  We pray that whoever we are this journey, that you might open our hearts 
to your call, to be Your love, where ever we are. In the name of Christ we pray…ii   
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
First Reading        Acts 9:1a, 5, 20, 26-31 
 
Voice 1:  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
Now, Saul was still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Messiah until 
he had a vision of Jesus on the road to Damascus.  Afterwards, Saul began to proclaim in 
the synagogues that Jesus is the Messiah of God.  
 
Later, Saul arrived in Jerusalem.  He tried to join the disciples there, but they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. 
 
Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the apostles.  Then, Saul reported to 
them how, on the way to Damascus, he had seen the Risen Christ who had spoken to him, 
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and how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  From then on, Saul 
moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, and spoke out boldly in the name of Jesus.   
 
Saul also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried to kill him. When the 
leaders learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his way home to 
Tarsus. 
 
Then, the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace.  It was being 
built up and walked in the fear of God.  With the consolation of the Holy Spirit, it grew in 
numbers. 
    
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM         Ute Prayer 
Voice 1:  Our Psalm is a Ute Prayer. 
 
The psalm response is: As a child rests in its mother's arms, so will I rest in You. 
Voice 2 & all:   As a child rests in its mother's arms, so will I rest in You. 
 
Voice 1:  Earth teach me quiet  
 as the grasses are still with new light. 
Earth teach me suffering  
 as old stones suffer with memory. 
Earth teach me humility  
 as blossoms are humble with beginning. 
Earth teach me caring  
 as mothers nurture their young.    
Voice 2 & all:   As a child rests in its mother's arms, so will I rest in You. 
 
Voice 1:  Earth teach me courage  
 as the tree that stands alone. 
Earth teach me limitation  
 as the ant that crawls on the ground. 
Earth teach me freedom  
 as the eagle that soars in the sky. 
Earth teach me acceptance  
 as the leaves that die each fall.     
Voice 2 & all:   As a child rests in its mother's arms, so will I rest in You. 
 
Voice 1:  Earth teach me renewal  
 as the seed that rises in the spring. 
Earth teach me to forget myself  
 as melted snow forgets its life. 
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Earth teach me to remember kindness  
 as dry fields weep with rain.  
Voice 2 & all:   As a child rests in its mother's arms, so will I rest in You. 
 
Second Reading        Romans 16:1-16 
 
Voice 2:  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans: 
 
I commend to you our sister, Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae.  Welcome 
her, in the name of our God, in a way worthy of you, holy ones, and help her with her 
needs.  She has looked after a great many people, including me. 
 
Give my greetings to Prisca and Aquila.  We all worked alongside each other in the 
service of Christ Jesus.  They even risked their lives for my sake.  Not only I, but all the 
churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.  Remember me, also, to the church that 
meets in their house. 
 
Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first fruits in Asia for Christ.  Greet Mary, who 
has worked hard for you.  Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and my fellow 
prisoners; they are prominent among the apostles and they were in Christ before me.  
Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in Christ.  Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my 
beloved Stachys.  Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.  Greet those who belong to 
the family of Aristobulus.  Greet my relative Herodion.  Greet those in Christ who belong 
to the family of Narcissus.  Greet those workers in Christ, Tryphaena and Tryphosa.  Greet 
the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in Christ.  Greet Rufus, chosen in Christ, and his 
mother and mine.  Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the saints 
who are with them.  Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, Olympas, and all the 
holy ones who are with them.  
 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 & all:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Al-le-lu-ia.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Al-le-lu-ia.  

 
Gospel          John 20:19-31  
Presider:  Our God is with you. 
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John:  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O God.  
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Presider:  When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked out of fear, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  
 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced 
when they saw him. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As I have been sent, so 
I send you.” And when Jesus had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 
retain are retained.” 
 
Thomas, called Didymus, meaning “Twin,” one of the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Christ.” But Thomas 
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the 
nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
A week later, the disciples were again inside where they had been that first day, but this 
time Thomas was with them.   Although the doors again were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here.  See my hands.  Give me your hand. Put it into my side.  Do not be 
unbelieving, but believe.”  Thomas answered, “The Messiah! My God!’  Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.”    
 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his many disciples, which are not written in 
this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Chosen 
One, the Messiah, born of God, and that through believing you may have life in the name 
of Jesus the Christ.    
 
The Gospel of God. 
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Homily            
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Voice 2:  “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” We 
honor the Spirit-filled ministry of followers of The Way, of whatever station in life, both 
long ago and in our time and place. In solidarity with the Easter community of then and of 
now, let us ask for all that we and our Earth need. 
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Our response: Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  As Paul commended the deacon Phoebe to the church in Rome, so may we 
commend our ministers of all genders to the churches in Rome and around the world in 
our day … we pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  That we come to recognize deep down that the Earth does not belong to us, 
but that we belong to the Earth … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  That we might join in Paul’s greetings to the great cloud of witnesses of 
which we have the grace to be a part, both those of his time and those of ours…we pray… 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  That we, along with those early disciples, accept the responsibility that 
whose sins we forgive are forgiven, and whose sins we retain are retained … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  That our celebration of Earth Day remind us that the Earth is rich with the 
dust of our ancestors and of all life, and that we are standing on holy ground … we pray… 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  For those who cannot find it in their hearts to sing “Alleluia!” and who wish 
to silence us when we sing it … we pray as Jesus said we should … 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our 
Paschal community of Alleluia and sorrow. We remember the universal needs of Mother 
Earth and of all of us, living with the pandemic and with the continuing racism, injustice, 
and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly. 

[after each petition] 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
 
Voice 2:  Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 

(Short pause) 
Voice 2:  For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat . . . we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Resurrection peace be on all of us. 
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Concluding Prayer:  
Holy One, fill each and everyone of us with your resurrection peace, strengthening us for 
the work you have called us to, even when we are overcome with fear and doubt. Help us 
in our unbelief, comfort us in our sorrow, and wrap us always in Your tender, loving 
embrace. We pray… Amen.  
 
Offertory Song: Two Were Bound for Emmaus    Kenmare & Hurd 
 
Two were bound for Emmaus, disheartened and lost; 
all their hope for the future had been nailed to a cross.  
Love unknown then walked beside them, 
come back from the dead, 
and they knew he was risen in the breaking of bread. 
 
On the Sea of Tiberius, when the night was nearly gone 
and their toil seemed so useless, not one fish had they caught,  
from the shore the stranger called to them: 
“Cast your net, friends, once more.” 
And they filled it to bursting, but the net was not torn. 
 
When the road makes us weary, when our labor seems but loss,  
when the fire of faith weakens and too high seems the cost, 
let the Church turn to You, Risen One, 
who for us bore the cross, 
and we’ll find our hearts burning at the sound of Your voice. 
 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the bread of life.   

Voice 2 & All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our 
spiritual drink.    

Voice 2 & All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:   Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our 

commitment to live the Gospel.   
Voice 2 & All: With the Risen Christ we commit ourselves to live the Gospel. 
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Prayer With Our Giftsiii 
 

Presider:  Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed 
your Chosen One, Jesus, you amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your 
ability to turn this bread and wine into gifts that will transform the world through our 
witness to your love. We offer ourselves to You, O God, knowing that you will use us to 
proclaim and embody the gospel. We pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
Presider:  Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
Voice 1 & all:  We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Presider:  God of all Creation, with your breath, all things came to be: the vast 
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile 
earth, our island home. You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from chaos and filling 
emptiness with life. Your love restores our broken world. Your Chosen One, Jesus the 
Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of new life. And so we join with all of 
creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who 
have looked to You in hope, singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy, God.  
Of Spirit, of Life.  
Heaven and earth, are full of your glory.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
Blessed are all who come  
In the name of our God!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
 
Voice 1:  In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb and changed Mary 
Magdalene’s sorrow into joy. From the Garden the mystery shone clear that life in You 
transcends death.  
 
Voice 2:  We give You thanks for Jesus and for all who have taught and shown us 
selfless love. May we follow Jesus’ example and love our neighbors and our enemies as 
ourselves and give Your Spirit freedom to act in us to transform ourselves and our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
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Presider:  Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, Jesus renewed the 
promise of his presence.  On the night before he died, he gathered with his friends to 
share a final meal. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these 
gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
Presider & All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took 
bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you 
and eat.  This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup 
to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the 
covenant of new and everlasting life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 
 
When we eat this bread,  
and drink this cup,  
We proclaim your death, Je-sus,  
Until you come… again.  
 
Voice 1:  Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all 
of them by surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them 
with the joy of divine diversity.  Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others.  
Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Voice 2:  Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic. Be with those who are at risk from this virus and who do not have the means to 
protect themselves. Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of 
union with You.  
 
Presider:  Be with those who are discriminated against. Be with us as we work to 
break free of our country’s legacy of racism and white supremacy. Be with us in our 
struggling attempts to live out your example of love and justice. With the help of Jesus, 
strengthen us to live lives of prophetic resistance that bring You honor and glory:  
 
Presider & all:  In the name of God, Source of Life, 
 In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
 In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
 We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
The Great Amen 
               
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 
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Prayer of Jesus 
 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our 
Father,” has been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite 
you to join us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer 
this sung contemporary version. 
 

Loving God in whom is heaven,  
may your name be honored ev’rywhere.    

May Your kin-dom come, may your heart’s desire  
be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day;  
forgive us, enable us to forgive others  
and keep us from all anxiety and fear 

for you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
Presider:  May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 

 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace.   Grant us peace.  
 
Invitation to the Table 
  
Presider:  This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.  We are blessed 
to share in the Mystery of Life.   
Voice 2 & All:  When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we are raised up into 
new life. 
 
Presider:  This is Jesus’ table. He made no restrictions and neither do we. We believe 
that Christ is present with us by the Holy Spirit, whenever and wherever we are. So, the 
table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and 
you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be 
united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
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Communion Song: Alleluia No. 1        Fishel  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to God’s name. 
 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth; 
Jesus has died and risen. R 
 
We have been crucified with Christ; 
Now we shall live for-ever. R 
 
Come let us praise the living God; 
Joyfully sing of new creation. R.  

 
Prayer After Communion 

 
Presider:  Holy One, In spite of our doubts, may we recognize you in our midst: 
wounded, bloody, and resurrected. In spite of our doubts, may we know when we come 
face to face with the love that is greater than all deaths. In spite of our doubts, may we 
reach out to touch the wounds of the world’s pain, trusting that when grace and love 
surround them they will become part of Christ’s resurrected body. And in spite of our 
doubts, may we live as though we are, too.iv  Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
Benediction 
    
Presider: May the Holy One who opened the tomb fill us with divine love and lead us into 
the dance of new life. May Jesus the Christ, who opened the locked doors of the upper 
room, unlock our hearts and heal our wounds, so we may bring healing and justice to the 
world. And may the Holy Spirit, Bringer of Peace, help us to pour out our hearts to love 
others; equip our hands to serve those in need; and strengthen our hope so we may live in 
divine joy. Let the Church say:  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Presider: Let us go forth in peace and love, Alleluia. Alleluia!  
Voice 2 & all:  Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
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Closing Song: Teach us to Dance     Kendrick & Thompson 
 
Teach us to dance, to the beat of your heart, 
Teach us to move, in the power of your Spirit 
Teach us to walk, in the light of your presence, 
Teach us to dance to the beat of your heart. 
Teach us to love, with your heart of compassion 
Teach us to trust in the word of your promise. 
Teach us to hope in the day of your coming 
Teach us to dance to the beat of your heart. 
 
You wrote the rhythm of life, created heaven and earth, 
In you is joy without measure. 
So like children in your sight, we dance to see your delight, 
For we were made for your pleasure, pleasure.  (R) 
 
Let all our movements express hearts that love to say, “yes”; 
And hearts that seek to reveal you. 
Let all our energy blaze to see the joy in your gaze; 
Let our community praise you, praise you.  (R) 
 
(Coda) 
Teach us--to dance; teach us--to move; Teach us--to walk. 
Teach us to dance, to the beat of your heart. 
Teach us to dance, to the beat of your heart. 
Teach us to dance, to the beat of your heart. 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it 
alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and 

a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Mass Settings: Mass of Restoration, Music © 2012, Joshua Blakesley and Leland G. "Grae" 
McCullough, IV. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by Heather 
Berberet and MMACC.  
Gloria: Mass of Creation by Marty Haugen  
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Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/   Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus. 
Eucharistic prayer is written by MMACC liturgy community with inspiration from various sources 
including The Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer, Enfleshed.com, and others.  
 

 
i Words of Assurance adapted from an Act of Confession based on John 20 written by Thom Shuman, and posted on 
Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/  
ii Adapted from an Opening Prayer “Doubters and Questions” written by Rev Karla, and posted on RevGalBlogPals. 
http://revgalblogpals.org/  
iii Adapted from a prayer of offering & dedication for the Easter Season written by Laura Jaquith Barlett, and posted on 
Ministry Matters. http://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2528/worship-elements-april-12-2015  
iv Prayer after Communion adapted from “In Spite of Us” written by Cheryl Lawrie, and posted on [hold this space] 
http://holdthisspace.org.au/  


