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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
 

Easter Vigil – April 3, 2021 
 

Introduction & Welcome  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. On this 
most holy night of the Easter Vigil, we gather from locations all around the world. Though 
we are separated by distance, we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and 
whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the bolded spoken responses. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat 
at any point in time. You may wish to have an unlit candle and a bowl of water for 
tonight’s liturgy and bread and wine or something similar to fully participate in our spiritual 
communion. You may also wish to have a bell or noisemaker to ring during the singing of 
the gloria.  
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After our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time to 
celebrate the resurrection.   
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy 
as we begin our solemn vigil.  

 
THE BEGINNING OF THE SOLEMN VIGIL  

Traditionally, the Great Vigil of Easter begins outside, in the dark, with the lighting and 
blessing of the new fire. From this we light the Paschal candle – and all of our individual 

candles, recognizing the light of Christ that each of us carries to the world. 
 
 

Blessing of the New Fire & Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 
Dear friends in Christ, let us begin our solemn Vigil. Throughout the forty days of Lent, we 
have journeyed in the wilderness with our God. Through light and word, through water, 
bread and wine, let us celebrate the new life that Christ shares with us.  
 
On this most holy night,  
When Jesus passed from death to life,  
We come together as his disciples in vigil and prayer  
 
God, Creator of Darkness and Light,  
We share in the light of Your glory through Jesus. 
Make this fire holy    
And inflame us with Your spirit of new hope.  
  
Christ, yesterday and today,  
The beginning and the end,  
The Alpha and the Omega. 
All time belongs to You and all ages.  
 
O Christ, may Your rising in glory,  
enlighten our hearts and minds,  
and illuminate our ways.  
Amen.  

 
We have blessed the fire and lit the Paschal candle as a reminder of Christ’s light. 
I invite you now to light your own candles, bringing the light of Christ into your homes on 
this most holy night. 
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Exsultet: Christ Be Our Light       Bernadette Farrell 
 
Now will the fire, kindled in darkness 
Burn to dispel the fear of night.  
Star of the morning, Jesus Messiah 
Giving the world new light.  
 
Christ be our light, shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness,  
Christ be our light, shine in your church, gathered today.  
 
This is the night, of new beginnings 
This is the night when heaven meets Earth 
This is the night filled with God’s glory 
Promise of our new birth. R.  
 
This is the night, Christ liberator,  
Rose from the grave triumphant and free,  
Leaving the tomb of evil and chaos,  
Empty for all to see. R.  
 
Sing of the hope, deeper than dying,  
Sing of the pow’r, stronger than death 
Sing of the love, endless as heaven,  
Dawning throughout the earth. R.  
 
Into this world, morning is breaking,  
All of God’s people, lift up your voice, 
Cry out with joy, tell out the story,  
All of the earth rejoice. R.   
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Invitation:  
Dear ones in Christ, we have begun our solemn vigil.  
Let us now listen attentively to the Word of God, proclaimed and lived throughout history 
and in a special way through Jesus. Through our Easter celebration, may God’s creating, 
freeing, loving work in us be brought to completion, we pray.  Amen 

 
Reading: “Creation”       James Wheldon Johnson 
James Weldon Johnson (June 17, 1876 – June 26, 1938) was an American writer and civil 
rights activist. This reading of his poem “Creation” is read by James Earl Jones and uses 
Johnson’s original male language for God. An adaptation with inclusive language is below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2nOk-50kXE 
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And God stepped out on space, 
And looked around and said: 

I'm lonely— 
I'll make me a world. 

 
And far as the eye of God could see 

Darkness covered everything, 
Blacker than a hundred midnights 

Down in a cypress swamp. 
 

Then God smiled, 
And the light broke, 

And the darkness rolled up on one side, 
And the light stood shining on the other, 

And God said: That's good! 
 

Then God reached out and took the light in their hands, 
And God rolled the light around in their hands 

Until God made the sun; 
And set that sun a-blazing in the heavens. 

And the light that was left from making the sun 
God gathered it up in a shining ball 
And flung it against the darkness, 

Spangling the night with the moon and stars. 
Then down between 

The darkness and the light 
God hurled the world; 

And God said: That's good! 
 

Then God Godself stepped down— 
And the sun was on [her] right hand, 

And the moon was on [his] left; 
The stars were clustered about [their] head, 

And the earth was under [their] feet. 
And God walked, and where [she] trod 
[His] footsteps hollowed the valleys out 

And bulged the mountains up. 
 

Then God stopped and looked and saw 
That the earth was hot and barren. 

So God stepped over to the edge of the world 
And spat out the seven seas— 

[He] batted [his] eyes, and the lightnings flashed— 
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[She] clapped [her] hands, and the thunders rolled— 
And the waters above the earth came down, 

The cooling waters came down. 
 

Then the green grass sprouted, 
And the little red flowers blossomed, 

The pine tree pointed their finger to the sky, 
And the oak spread out her arms, 

The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground, 
And the rivers ran down to the sea; 

And God smiled again, 
And the rainbow appeared, 

And curled itself around their shoulder. 
 

Then God raised their arm and waved their hand 
Over the sea and over the land, 

And said: Bring forth! Bring forth! 
And quicker than God could drop his hand, 

Fishes and fowls 
And beasts and birds 

Swam the rivers and the seas, 
Roamed the forests and the woods, 
And split the air with their wings. 

And God said: That's good! 
 

Then God walked around, 
And God looked around 

On all that [they] had made. 
[She] looked at [her] sun, 

And [he] looked at [his] moon, 
And [they] looked at [their] little stars; 

[They] looked on [their] world 
With all its living things, 

And God said: I'm lonely still. 
 

Then God sat down— 
On the side of a hill where she could think; 

By a deep, wide river he sat down; 
With her head in her hands, 
God thought and thought, 

Till they thought: I'll make me a man! 
 

Up from the bed of the river 
God scooped the clay; 
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And by the bank of the river 
God kneeled down; 

And there the great God Almighty 
Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky, 

Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the night, 
Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand; 

This great God, 
Like a [mother] bending over her baby, 

Kneeled down in the dust 
Toiling over a lump of clay 

Till they shaped it in is their own image; 
 

Then into it God blew the breath of life, 
And A-dam, the first human, became a living soul. 

Amen.      Amen. 
 
PSALM  Isaiah 43:1-3a, 4-7; 4c; 1d   
 
Our psalm response will be sung:  
 The water is wide, I cannot cross over 
 Neither have I the wings to fly 
 Give me a boat that can carry two 
 And both shall row, my God and I 
 
But now, says our God, 
 the One Who created you, Who formed you: 
"Do not fear, for I have freed you. 
 I have called you by name.  You are Mine.  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
When you pass through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. 
When you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you." R.  
 
"For I am your God, 
 the Holy One, the One Who makes you whole. 
You are precious in My sight, and honored, and I love you. 
I would give all of Who I am, My life, for you. 
 Do not fear, for I am with you." R.  
 
"I will gather unto Myself all children from the east,  
 and those from the west I will hold in My arms.  
I will say to the north, 'Find your home in Me!' 
 and to the south, 'Do not hold back.' 
For you are Mine: My sons from far away, 
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 My daughters from the ends of the earth,  
 everyone who is called by My name, 
 whom I created in glory and splendor, 
 whom I formed and made. 
 I love you, and you are Mine.” R. 
 
Reading: Valley of the Dry Bones      Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel:  
 
The hand of God came upon me, and brought me out by the spirit of the Holy One and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. God led me all around them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. God said to me, "Mortal, 
can these bones live?" I answered, "O God, you know." Then God said to me, "Prophesy 
to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of our God. Thus says 
our God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am God." 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. Then God said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says our God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as God commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
Then God said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says our God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 
shall know that I am God, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, your God, have spoken and will act," says our God. 

 
For the Word of God in Scriptures,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,  
 
All: Thanks be to God.  
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Reading: “Touched by an Angel”       Maya Angelou 
 
A Reading from the Poet Maya Angelou:  
 
We, unaccustomed to courage, 
exiles from delight, 
live coiled in shells of loneliness 
until love leaves its high holy temple 
and comes into our sight 
to liberate us into life. 
Love arrives 
and in its train come ecstasies 
old memories of pleasure 
ancient histories of pain. 
Yet if we are bold, 
love strikes away the chains of fear 
from our souls. 
We are weaned from our timidity 
In the flush of love’s light 
we dare be brave 
And suddenly we see 
that love costs all we are 
 
and will ever be. 
Yet it is only love 
which sets us free. 

 
For the Word of God in Scriptures,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,  
All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm: Sing out, earth and skies!      Marty Haugen 
 
Come, O God of wind and flame; 
fill the earth with righteousness. 
Teach us all to sing your name; 
may our lives your love confess.  
 
Sing out, earth and skies! 
Sing of the God who loves you. 
Raise your joyful cries, 
Dance to the life around you. 
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Come, O God of snow and rain; 
shower down upon the earth. 
Come, O God of joy and pain; 
God of sorrow, God of mirth. R.  
 
Come O Justice, come O Peace,  
Come and shape our hearts anew.  
Come and make oppression cease,  
Bring us all to life in You. R.  

 
Reading: A New Creation       Revelation 21:1-6 
 
A Reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, adorned and prepared as one ready for a wedding day.  I heard a 
loud voice calling: “See, the home of God is among human beings, God will dwell among 
them, and they shall be God’s people: God is with them, Emmanuel!  God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more.  Mourning and sadness and pain will 
be no more.  The old order, the world of the past, is gone.”  Then the One who is seated 
on high said, “See I am making all things new.  Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and sure. It is completed!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end.  To all who are thirsty, I will give water from the well-spring of life as a gift. 

 
For the Word of God in Scriptures,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,  
All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Litany: “Some Other Resurrections”      Amanda Udis-Kessle 
 
Despair is sapping our spirits, damaging our souls, hurting our hearts. 
We need to be resurrected into hope, faith, and trust. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
 
Violence is shortening our lives and robbing us of our joy. 
We need to be resurrected into peace and its many blessings. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
 
Selfishness is tearing our social fabric, hiding us from one another, turning us inward. We 
need to be resurrected into generosity, compassion, and open-heartedness. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
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Fear is pitting us against each other, stripping our delight, poisoning our relationships. We 
need to be resurrected into courage and connection. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
 
Injustice is devaluing and dehumanizing us all, punishing some terribly, frightening others 
deeply. We need to be resurrected into justice and healing. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
 
Hatred is breeding despair, violence, selfishness, fear, and injustice among us and among 
our children. We need to be resurrected into love. 
All:  Today, may we be resurrected. 
 
Amen. Peace, grace, shalom, tikkun olam. 
All:  Amen. Peace, grace, shalom, tikkun olam.  
 
Gloria          Mass of Creation 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 
O God, Heavenly God, Glory God, Creator! 
We worship You, we give You thanks!  
We praise You for Your glory. R.  
 
O Jesus Christ, only child of our God.  
Holy One, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
You are one in Spirit with our God, Creator. Receive our prayer. R.  
 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone Messiah,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God Creator. Amen. Amen. R.  
 
Reading: New Life in Christ       Romans 6:3-9 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans: 
 
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?  We were indeed buried with him, through baptism, into death, so that just as the 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God, we too might live in newness of life.  
 
For if we have grown into union with the Christ through a similar death, we shall also be 
united with the Christ in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with 
Jesus, our mortal bodies unable to contain our truest selves. Now we are no longer slaves 
to human failing. For a dead person has been absolved of wrongdoing.  If, then, we have 
died with the Christ, we believe that we shall also live with the Christ.  We know that the 
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Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has power over the Christ, 
death no longer has the last word. 

 
For the Word of God in Scriptures,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,  
All:  Thanks be to God 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Roll away the stone, Alleluia!  
Roll away the stone, Alleluia!  

 
Gospel           Mark 16:1-8 
Our God is with you. 
All:  And also with you.  
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark. 
All:  Glory to You, O God.  
 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, and 
Salome, bought spices, to anoint the body of Jesus.  
 
Early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  They 
had been wondering to one another, “How will we roll away the stone from the entrance 
to the tomb?”  When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back.  
 
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young person, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side.  They were utterly amazed, speechless!  The messenger said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed!  You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has been 
raised.  He is not here.  Look, there is the place they laid him.  But go.  Tell his disciples 
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee.  You will see him there, just as he told you.”   
 
Then they fled the tomb.  They were trembling in ecstasy and awe; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were also afraid. 
  
The Good News of the Resurrection. 
All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Roll away the stone, Alleluia!  
Roll away the stone, Alleluia!  
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Homily          Kori Pacyniak  
 

 
 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 
Likewise, we bless the water that we will use for blessing and for baptism.  
We bless ourselves with this water as we renew our baptismal promises.  

 
Blessing of the Waters 
 
  God of all names, of all time, of all goodness, 
  At the dawn of your creative love, 
  You breathed on the waters that bring birth, death, and new birth. 
  From your womb, water flows and life begins again. 
 
  In our frail, yet hope filled history, 
  You led us through the waters of the Red Sea, 
  You revealed life sustaining love as Moses struck the rock and water flowed, 
  You presented Jesus as the Christ 
  In the waters of his baptism.  
 
  You embraced him in tragic love and united him with us  
  As water and blood flowed from the cross.  
 
  In your Holy Spirit 
  Now breathe upon and bless this water that will: 
  Flow,  
    Nurture,     
     Wash,     
  And send us forth a new creation to be the Body of Christ in your world.  

 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
As we remember our faith that calls us to new life in hope and love,  
let us respond “We do.”  
 
Do you believe in God, who created all things, whose creative love brought all things into 
being so that all would be in love?  
All:  We do.  
 
Do you believe in Jesus the Christ, whose life and teaching, death and resurrection, 
brought the promise of love, justice and truth to all creation?  
All:  We do. 
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Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,  
The Spirit in which we live as the Body of Christ 
The Spirit who raises us up in courage, compassion and peace, 
The Spirit who unbinds us and sets us free?  
All:  We do.  
 
Do you believe in one Church,  
One Body whose life you are, 
The church where all are welcome?  
All:  We do.  
 
This is our life and our faith. We are proud to profess it through Jesus the Christ.  
All:  Amen.  
 
We now come to the blessing of the assembly and the litany of the saints. As our water 
has been blessed, so has your water been blessed. I invite you to now bless yourselves and 
any who are with you with that holy water as we join with the communion of saints across 
time who have called upon God.  

 
Litany of the Saints         Rory Cooney 
The Litany of Saints is believed to date from the sixth century and features in various 
Christian traditions. It is usually sung on Easter Vigil, All Saints' Day, and during the 
conferring of Holy Orders.  
 
Sarah and Abraham, pray for us,  
Rebecca and Isaac, pray for us, 
Moses and Miriam, pray for us, 
Ruth and Esther, pray for us, 
David and Solomon, pray for us, 
Jacob, Leah, and Rachel, pray for us, 
 Oh how I want to be in that number, 
 When the saints go marching in.  
 
 
Saints Mary and Joseph, pray for us, 
Saint Mary Magdalene, pray for us, 
Saints Paul and Thecla, pray for us,  
Catherine and Agnes, pray for us, 
Monica, Augustine, pray for us, 
Scholastica and Benedict, pray for us, 
 Oh how I want to be in that number, 
 When the saints go marching in.  
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 Oh, when the saints, go marching in,  
 Oh when the saints go marching in,  
 Oh how I want to be in that number 
 When the saints go marching in.  

 
Saints Patrick and Brigid, pray for us, 
Saint Francis and Clare, pray for us, 
Saints Justine and Elizabeth, pray for us, 
Elizabeth Seton, pray for us, 
Kateri Tekakwhita, pray for us, 
Meister Eckhart and Hildegarde, pray for us, 
 Oh how I want to be in that number, 
 When the saints go marching in. 
 
Sojourner Truth, pray for us, 
Damian the Leper, pray for us,  
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us,  
Oscar Romero, pray for us, 
Saint Dorothy Day, pray for us, 
Martyrs of El Salvador, pray for us, 
 Oh how I want to be in that number, 
 When the saints go marching in. 
 
 Oh when the saints, go marching in,  
 Oh when the saints go marching in,  
 Oh how I want to be in that number 
 When the saints go marching in.    
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offertory Song: From the Many, Make Us One     Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: Dying seeds have made our bread 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Christ the firstborn from the dead 
All: From the many make us one 
Cantor: From the vineyard comes a flood 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: cup of blessing, Jesus’ blood 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
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Cantor: Eat and drink and so proclaim 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: In Christ’s dying, death is slain! 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Call to mind, we too have died 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Living waters from Christ’s side 
All: From the many, make us one. R.  
 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
 
 Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the bread of life.   

All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
 Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this 

wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our 
spiritual drink.    

All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
 Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment 

to live the Gospel.   
All:  With the Risen Christ we commit ourselves to live the Gospel. 
 
Prayer with Our Gifts 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your Chosen 
One, Jesus, you amazed us with the resurrection. Amaze us again with your ability to turn 
this bread and wine into gifts that will transform the world through our witness to your 
love. Set our hearts on fire with your love, O God, that we may proclaim the Good News 
of the Resurrection. We pray… Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.   
All: And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
All:  We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
God of all Creation, with your breath, all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island home.  
You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from chaos and filling emptiness with life.  
Your love restores our broken world.  Your Chosen One, Jesus the Christ, raised from the 
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dead, proclaims the dawn of new life.  And so we join with all of creation, on earth and 
throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who have looked to You in 
hope, singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy, God.  
Of Spirit, of Life.  
Heaven and earth, are full of your glory.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
Blessed are all who come  
In the name of our God!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest!  
 
In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb and changed Mary Magdalene’s 
sorrow into joy.  From the Garden the mystery shone clear that life in You transcends 
death. May we follow Jesus’ example and love our neighbors and our enemies as 
ourselves and give Your Spirit freedom to act in us to transform ourselves and our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, Jesus renewed the promise of his 
presence.  On the night before he died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. 
We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You 
in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, 
said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and 
eat.  This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup 
to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the 
covenant of new and everlasting life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Resucitó, Resucitó, Resucitó, ¡Aleluya! 
Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya, ¡Resucitó! 
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all of them by 
surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them with the joy 
of divine diversity.  Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others.  Make them 
faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
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Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be 
with all who are caregivers, nurses, doctors, and technicians. Be with all those who are 
essential workers – in stores, in government, delivery drivers and all those to risk their 
health for our sake. Be with those who are at risk from this virus and who do not have the 
means to protect themselves. Be with all who have died and gone before us into the 
fullness of union with You.  Be with us in our struggling attempts live out your example of 
love.  With the help of Jesus, strengthen us to live lives that bring You honor and glory:  
 
Presider & all:  In the name of God, Source of Life, 
 In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
 In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
 We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
The Great Amen 
               
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 
A-a-men. A-a-men. A-a-men, a-men. 

 
Prayer of Jesus 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you.  
(We offer these words as a contemporary rendering from Enfleshed.com.)  
 
Loving Creator of us all,  
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 

 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love.     O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace.   Grant us peace.  
 
Invitation to the Table 
  
This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.   
All:  We are blessed to share in the Mystery of Life.  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we are raised up into new life. 
 
This is Jesus’ table. He made no restrictions and neither do we. We believe that Christ is 
present with us by the Holy Spirit, whenever and wherever we the church share this 
sacrament together. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It 
is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in 
this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. 
Amen.  
 
I invite you now to share in the meal with us.  
 
Communion Song: Resucito!        Kiko Argüello 
 
Resucitó, Resucitó, Resucitó, ¡Aleluya! 
Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya, ¡Resucitó! 
 
La muerte, ¿Dónde está la murte? 
¿Dónde está mi muerte? ¿Dónde su victoria? R.  
 
Our gladness! Joyful is our gladness!  
This will be our gladness! That Christ is alive! R.  

 
Communion Reflection: “Everything Becomes a Door”   Francis Dorrf 

We’ll know we have been raised from the dead 
when everything becomes a door - 

every brick wall, 
every dead end, 
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every Judas friend, 
everything we see and smell and taste, 
everything we think and feel and are, 

every mountain top and valley bottom, 
every birth and every death, 

every joy and every pain, 
every ecstasy and infidelity, 

when every single thing 
becomes a door 

that opens to eternity 
and we pass through 
as we could never do 

before. 
And then we’ll wonder why 
We’ve spent so many years 
just stopping at these doors; 

 
why we’ve always pulled up short, 

and turned around, 
and walked away, 

instead of passing through. 
 

Announcements 
 
 
Benediction 
    
We part from one another as God’s chosen witnesses, to testify that Christ has been raised 
and that we are raised with him. Do not look for him among the dead, but be glad and 
rejoice in his resurrection. 
 
   And may God raise you from all that would entomb you;  
  May Christ Jesus call you by name and go ahead of you;   
  And may the Holy Spirit empower you for all that is good. Amen. Alleluia 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Christ is Risen. The sacred mysteries are made manifest. 
Let our service continue with rejoicing, Alleluia. Alleluia!  
All:  Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
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Closing Song: Hallelujah is our Song      Sarah Hart 
 
What hope we have, even in the longest night, 
For the dawn will overcome. 
We will not fear, for we know the sun will rise. 
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
 
What peace we have, even in this wounded world 
Where the battle rages on. 
We will not fear, for we know who heals our souls. 
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
 
What hope, even in the longest night,  
For the dawn will overcome.  
And we shall live; Humans, we will rise to saints.  
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it 
alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and 

a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  
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