
 1 

 
•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
Lent 2021: Transforming Hearts, Repairing the World  

Palm Sunday - March 28, 2021 
 

Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1: Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather 
from locations all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bolded spoken responses. At the times of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at 
any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar to fully participate 
in our spiritual communion.  
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For today’s Palm Sunday Liturgy, you may wish to have palms, branches, flowers, or colored 
paper today to wave in front of the screen. You may also wish to have a bell or noisemaker to 
ring during the singing of the hosanna.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Palm Sunday Entrance Antiphon:  
 
Cantor:  Six days before the Passover, when Jesus came into the city of Jerusalem, 
 the children ran to meet him; 
 in their hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice cried out: 
 Hosanna in the highest! 
 
All: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Cantor: Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant peace! 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
All: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Cantor: O gates, life high your heads; Grow higher, ancient doors. 
  Let him enter, the one filled with glory! Who is this filled with glory? 
  He, the one of peace, he is... 
 
All: Filled with glory! Who is this filled with glory? 
 He, the one of peace, He is filled with glory. 
 
Cantor:  Hosanna in the highest! 
All:   Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Cantor: Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant peace. 
 
Blessing of the Palms  
 
Presider:  Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the 

celebration of the Paschal Mystery. We remember Jesus’ arrival in ancient Jerusalem 
through our actions this evening. We remember these events with hindsight as to their 
meaning and with knowledge of the events to come. In all of it, we seek blessing. We ask 
the Spirit of Life, which is Life, to bless these branches and make them holy as we joyfully 
acclaim Jesus as our Messiah. Bless us who receive these branches. Bless the homes to 
which we carry these palms. Bless us as we remember Jesus’ journey from triumph to the 
cross, through death to new life. We invite you to hold your palms in front of the camera 
to be blessed. If you have water near you, you may also sprinkle your palms or branches 
with water.    
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OPENING READING:  Mt 21:5; 9:b,c,d citing Zech 9:9 
You, the daughter of Zion, tell this to the people: 

“Look, your leader is coming to you, 
Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

“Hosanna to the Chosen One, 
Blessed is the one who comes 

In the name of Our God, 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 
 We invite you to wave your palms in front of the camera as we sing Hosanna!  
 
Song: Hosanna to the Heir of David       Schutte 
 
Hosanna! Hosanna! To the Heir of David!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! To the Chosen One!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! To the Heir of David!  
Hosanna! Hosanna! To the Chosen One!  
 
Blessed are they who come in the name of our God! 
Blessed are they who come in the name of our God!  
 
Opening Rite 
Presider:  We begin our liturgy by blessing our God who leads us through the journey of lent 

and life:  + In the name of our God: who is Speaker, Word, and Breath.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
 
Opening Prayer 
Presider:  Holy One, We turn our minds and hearts toward Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.  

Knowing what lies ahead, we yet pause for this moment of joy, joining the festal 
procession, shouting our ‘Hosannas!’, raising our branches, acclaiming Jesus as the 
Anointed One, the one who seeks to heal us and make us whole. Let us follow the 
one who brought freedom and peace and walk in solidarity with the abandoned 
and oppressed. Let us shout for joy at Jesus’ arrival and join his disciples in  
welcoming the broken, healing the sick, dining with outcasts. Let us wave our 
palms for victory and resistance, the victory of hope over despair, and the 
resistance against every oppressive structure of Empire that attempts to have the last 
say. Help us to grasp the personal, political, and cosmic dimensions of the gospel, 
of ritual action, and of this solemn Holy Week.  We pray in the name of the one 
who comes in the name of our God… 

Voice 1 & All:   Amen. 
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First Reading                 Kings 1:28-30, 32-35, 38-40 
 
Voice 1: A Reading from the First Book of Kings:  
 
David, the King of Israel, called for Bathsheba, his wife.  David had killed Bathsheba’s husband so that he 
could take her as his own wife.  Bathsheba came to David and stood before him.  David swore an oath 
before her, saying, "As God lives, Who has saved my life from every adversity, and as I swore to you by 
the God of Israel, your son Solomon shall succeed me as ruler.  He shall sit on my throne in my place.  
This, I will do today."  
 
David then said, "Summon to me the priest and the prophet, Nathan...."  When they came, David said: 
"Take with you some of my servants.  Have Bathsheba’s son, Solomon, ride on my own mule to the river.  
Let the priest and the prophet anoint him ruler of Israel.  Blow the trumpet, and say, ‘Long live Solomon!’  
Then, follow him up to the city. Let him enter and sit on my throne. He shall rule in my place. I have 
appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.’  
 
So, the priest, the prophet, and the dignitaries had Solomon ride on David’s mule and led him to the river. 
There the priest took oil and anointed Solomon. They blew the trumpet, and all the people cried, “Long 
live Solomon!”  
 
All the people went up to the city following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the 
earth quaked at their noise.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 24           Gerard Chiusano 
Our sung psalm response will be sung.  
Response:  Let the Christ enter; 
  The one who’s filled with glory. 
  Let the Christ enter; 
  The one who’s filled with glory, 
  The one who’s filled with glory. 
 
Our God’s are the earth and it's fullness; 
The world and those who dwell in it. 
For God founded it upon the seas 
And established upon the rivers. R.  
 
Who can ascend the mountain of our God? 
Or who may stand in God’s holy place? 
One whose hands are serving, whose heart is hope, 
Who desires not what is vain. R.  
 
They shall receive a blessing from our God, 
A reward from God, creator. 
Such are the peoples that seek for God, 
That seeks the face of the God of Jacob. R.  
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Second Reading                 Phillipians 2:6-11 
 
Voice 2:  A Hymn quoted in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians:   
 
Jesus, the Anointed One, divine in his humanity, 
did not think of himself as god. 
Rather, he poured himself out as a servant to all, 
manifesting the fullness of humanity,  
which reflects the image of God. 
 
Instead of seeking glory,  
Jesus humbled himself, 
accepting death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God raised him up. 
 
In the arms of the Holy One, 
Jesus was given a holy name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
homage would be paid, 
and tongues would profess 
that Jesus is the Anointed One, 
the One who reveals the glory of our loving God 
in life and in death. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 & All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  [sung]        Mass of Restoration 
 
Praise and honor, praise and honor 
To you, Jesus the Christ (2x) 
 
Gospel                   Mark 11:1-11 
 
Presider:  Our God is with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O Christ.  
 
Presider:  When they were nearing Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent off two of the disciples with instructions, “Go to the village across from you.  As soon as you 
enter, you will find a colt tethered, one that has never yet been ridden.  Untie it and bring it.  If anyone 
asks, ‘Why are you doing this?’  say, ‘Our leader needs it and will return it promptly.’”  So, off they went 
and found the young mule outside in the street, tethered beside a door.  As they were untying it, some 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying that foal?”  They answered as Jesus had told them 
and were allowed to take it.  They brought the young mule to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it. He sat on 
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it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields. 
 
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting:  
 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! 

Blessed is the coming reign of 
the ancestral house of David and Bathsheba. 

Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem.  He went into the Temple and looked around at everything; but it was already 
late, so he went back to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
The Good News of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 

[moment of silence]  
 
Homily           Nancy Corran  
 
 
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from The Order of Saint Columba, Patmos Abbey,  “Traveling to Easter with Jesus as 
our Guide” 
 
Voice 1 & all:  
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess it in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
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Prayers of the Peoplei 
Voice 2: Story echoing story, first Solomon and then Jesus ride to the holy place to be 

acclaimed as the awaited and Anointed One.  As we begin the annual renewal of 
our Passover journey in faith, let us ask for all that we and the world need. 

 
Our response:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: That with Jesus we might also be anointed for service, and be raised up in the arms 

of the Holy One, beyond all our doubts and limitations … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: That we, like Jesus, might manifest divinity through our embrace of the fullness of 

humanity in all our diversity, which reflects the image of God … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: For all who suffer during this pandemic Paschal season, that they will know the 

healing and renewing embrace of the Spirit, the Comforter … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: In thanksgiving for the warmth and deep-down greenness of this fragile planet, 

caressed and raised up by unimaginable Love within the immensity of the 
cosmos… we pray … 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: For those who do not trust in the promise of resurrection, and deny the possibility 

of new life and hope … we pray as Jesus said we should … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Paschal 

community of transformative joy and sorrow.  We remember as well the universal 
needs of all of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, 
injustice, and violence of our time. 

 
 All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your 

prayer briefly and clearly: 
[after each petition] 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today 

that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
(Short pause, then say) 

  For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box . . . we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
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Concluding Prayer- Presider:  
Holy One, You journeyed with Jesus through his joys and trials.  You journey with us through 
ours. Hear the desires of our hearts for the world.  Turn our hearts, and the heart of the world, to 
the things that make for peace.  We pray…Amen.  
 
Offertory Song: From the Many, Make Us One      Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: This our great procession line,  
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Join to walk through earth and time. 
All: From the many male us one 
Cantor: Share and share alike this food, 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Gift of thirsty, hungry God. 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: Love the world so loved by God, 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Scattered, tattered, worn, and trod 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Come to welcome table here! 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Doors wide open, nothing fear. 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, 
sustaining us in our hunger.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever.  

 
Presider:  Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live 
the Gospel.  
Voice 2 & All:  Transform us, O God, we pray. 
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Presider:  Holy Mystery, You invite us to Jerusalem, symbolized in Your table.  As we 

approach the Paschal Feasts, Passover and Easter, both manifest in this meal, we 
ponder Your holy mysteries.  May this bread and wine, this foretaste of 
resurrection, sustain us though the grief of the coming days and bring us to the 
fullness of Easter joy. We pray in Jesus’ name 

Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayerii  
Presider:  God dwells in you.  
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  God of transformation, from our beginning, You shaped us to live in service to one 
another and all the earth. You set aside this season of grace for us to renew and purify our hearts, 
so that we may be strengthened to repair this world through Your transformative love. Therefore, 
we join our voices with all the angels and saints, and with all those across generations who have 
worked to repair this world to better reflect Your glory, in singing this song of Your unending 
praise: 
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy God of spirit, of life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name. In this time of pandemic, anxiety, and fear, reassure us that we are 
not alone. You are always with us. Through the life of Jesus, we saw an example of what it means 
to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion 
all the barriers that work against your Spirit on the move. 
 
Voice 2:  Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people. He 
prioritized the lives of those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for 
one another, even under great distress. Though the powers of empire attempted to silence his 
proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing.  
 

(Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.) 
 



 10 

Presider: Pour out your holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the Body of Christ, that we might become interdependent with each other as 
Christ’s body, reflecting your diverse image in the world. We remember that… 
 
All: 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.   

[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to 
his friends, saying: Take this all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 
 
When we eat this bread, and drink this cup 
We proclaim your death O Jesus 
Until you come again 
 
Voice 1:  As we celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we ask You to 
transform us to live the Gospel more faithfully. Help us to recognize you in one another. Bless us 
to work for the liberation of all, to bring about a world where justice reigns and love can flourish. 
May we hold our leaders, secular and religious, accountable to the difficult work of justice. May 
we – and they – work to repair our world.  
 
Voice 2:  We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love. We 
see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience. Be with all 
who are sick and with all who are suffering. Be with all who have died and gone before us into 
the fullness of union with You. Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence. 
 
Presider:  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Wisdom, 
We offer our prayer of praise,  
this day and forever. 
 
The Great Amen        Mass of Restoration 
 
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 
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Prayer of Jesusiii           Kosits 
 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary 
version:  
 
All:  Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
Presider:  Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the 
peace of God in Jesus the Christ be with you all.   
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider :  This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people. 
Voice 2 & all:  We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
Presider:  We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the 
table you are using right now is not longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you 
are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with 
us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
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Communion Song: Bread for the World      Bernadette Farrell  
 
Bread for the world, A world of hunger 
Wine for all peoples, People who thirst 
May we who eat, Be bread for others 
May we who drink, Pour out our love 
 
O Jesus Christ, You are the bread of life  
Broken to reach and heal the wounds of human pain 
Where we divide your people, You are waiting there 
On bended knee, To wash our feet with endless care. R.  
 
O Jesus Christ, You are the wine of peace 
Poured into hearts once broken and where dryness sleeps 
Where we are tired and weary, You are waiting there 
To be the way which beckons us beyond despair. R.  
 
O Jesus Christ, You call us to your feast 
At which the rich and pow'rful have become the least 
Where we survive on others in our human greed 
You walk among us begging for your ev'ry need. R.  
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Presider:  Blessed One, as our joyful shouts turn into sober silence, be with us.  As our hopes 
and expectations are dashed, be with us.  As the green of our leafy branches turn into the dry and 
dead wood of the cross, be with us. As we move through despair, abandonment and death, 
knowing you only through Your absence, still be with us. May we come to understand the 
mystery of Holy Week blessings as we journey through the days ahead, trusting in the promise of 
the 8th day... We pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Announcements – Presider  
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Presider:  Today, may we go out with joy and be led forth in peace.   
Today, may all the trees of the fields clap their hands. 
May they give us courage and conviction to face the road ahead. 
May we hold fast as we journey from dancing to mourning, and from mourning, to dancing, let 
the Church say... 
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
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Sending Forth 
 
Presider:  This Mass is ended. Holy Week is begun. 
Voice 1 & All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song: Shout to our God        Zschech 
 
Creator, O Spirit, God, we are one in You. 
All of our days, we want to praise the wonders of your holy love. 
Our comfort, Our shelter, Refuge of safety and strength. 
Let every breath, all that we are, never cease to share your love. 
 
Shout to our God, all the earth let us sing. 
Stars, planets, living things, praises we bring. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name. 
We sing for joy at the work of your hands. 
Forever in Your Love, a world without end. 
Nothing compares to the hope that we have in You. 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Mass of Restoration, Music © 2012, Joshua Blakesley and Leland G. "Grae" 
McCullough, IV. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by Heather 
Berberet and MMACC.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Presider Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 

 
i Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
ii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
iii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 


