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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
Lent 2021: Transforming Hearts, Repairing the World  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 21, 2021 

 
Prelude 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1:  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bold spoken responses. At the times of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at 
any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar to fully participate 
in our spiritual communion.  
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Our focus for Lent this year is "Transforming Hearts; Repairing the World." Inspired in part by the 
concept of “Tikkun Olam,” the work of repairing the world through love, compassion, and life-
changing service, as well as our call to create and become the Beloved Community. This focus 
reflects both our inward spiritual journey of transformation and our outward active participation 
in the ongoing repair of our society.  
 
Everyone is invited to consider how we might live this experience during Lent and beyond. Our 
Lenten liturgies call us to reflect on what spiritual practices foster our inner heart transformation 
and to re-commit ourselves to actively be involved in actions that repair our broken world.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song – Unless a Grain of Wheat      Bernadette Farrell  
 
Refrain:  Unless a grain of wheat shall fall upon the ground and die,  
  it remains but a single grain with no life.  
 
If we have died with him then we shall live with him; 
if we hold firm we shall reign with him. R.  
 
If anyone serves me then they must follow me;  
wherever I am my servants will be. R.  
 
Make your home in me as I make mine in you;  
those who remain in me bear much fruit. R.  
 
If you remain in me and my word lives in you,  
then you will be my disciples. R.  
 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you;  
peace which the world cannot give is my gift. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
Presider:  We begin our liturgy by blessing our God who leads us through the journey of lent 

and life:    
 + In the name of our God: who is Speaker, Word, and Breath.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
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Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Presider:  We pause for a moment to remember those times when we have not lived as God 
calls us:  
 
Presider:  Living God, when we are reluctant to enter the wilderness places where we are 

confronted with our true selves… 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world.  
 
Presider:  When our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and 

doing your will:  
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the 

expense of serving others: 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  Transform our hearts, O God, and nourish a right Spirit within us. When we fail to 

listen to Your voice leading and guide us, shake us from our contentment and send 
us forward endowed with Your transformative love so that we may be strengthened 
for the work of repairing the world.i Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 
Presider:  Incomprehensible Holy Mystery, we remember - with the church worldwide - 

Jesus’ conscious embrace of his death. We gather to awaken ourselves to new 
consciousness of life in the Spirit and life in Love. May our gathering, in which we 
are physically scattered over miles and distance, be evidence of the oneness of all 
that is despite apparent separateness. May our prayer so seeds of life and Love that 
drive out fear. In your holy name, we pray…  

Voice 1 & All:   Amen. 
 
First Reading                  Jeremiah 31:31-34a 
 
Voice 1: A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah:  
 
“The days are coming,” says God, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors the day I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of Egypt. They broke my covenant, even though I pledged 
myself to them,” declared God. “No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel 
when those days have come: I will plant my Law within them, and write it upon their hearts. I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer will they have to teach their friends 
and family how to know God. All of them, from the least to the greatest alike, shall know me 
first-hand,” declares God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 107  
Adapted from Nan Merrill’s rendition in Praying the Psalms 
 
Our sung psalm response will be sung.  
Response: Transform our hearts with love, with love. Wake us to the oneness of all. 
 
Has no one ever told you that 
 truth is written on the scrolls 
  of your heart, 
 that the Beloved dwells therein? 
Come out of the shadows and gloom; 
 break through the fears that 
 hold you prisoner. 
Acknowledge the sacredness of  
  every path, 
 albeit different from your own; 
In this way, you honor the Great Mystery 
  and wonder of all life! R.  
 
O, that you might want to see 
  with your heart, 
 to hear and think with your 
  heart, as well! 
Only the humble will call to the Spirit 
 to help them in times of distress. 
Let your heart be clear and simple, 
 and your soul filled with Light; R.  
 
Enter the place of gentleness, 
 the heart-space of the Beloved, 
  the embodiment of Love! 
For we are invited to radiate the 
  Divine Presence, 
 to be blessing to one another; 
Thus do we become the very image 
 that we reflect, 
Whoever is wise, let them ponder 
  these things, 
 let all people reflect on the 
  gifts of the Beloved. R.  
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Second Reading                 Galatians 6:7b, 8b-10 
 
Voice 2:  A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians:   
 
A person will reap what they sow. The one who sows for the spirit will reap everlasting life from 
the spirit. Let us not grow tired of doing good. In due time, we shall reap our harvest if we do not 
give up. So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, including those who 
belong to the family of faith. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 & All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  [sung]        Mass of Restoration 
 
Praise and honor, praise and honor 
To you, Jesus the Christ (2x) 
 
Gospel                   John 12: 20-33 
 
Presider:  Our God is with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John.  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O Christ.  
 
There were some Greeks in town who had come up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Feast. 
They approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, “Sir, we want to see Jesus. Can you 
help us?” 
 
Philip went and told Andrew. Andrew and Philip together told Jesus. Jesus answered, “It’s time 
for the Chosen One to be glorified.”  
 
“Listen, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it is never any more than a single 
grain. If it dies, it yields a rich harvest. In the same way, anyone who holds onto life just as it is, 
destroys that life. But if you let it go, in the abandon of your love, you will have it forever. 
Whoever serves me, must follow me. Where I am, there my servant will also be. Our Loving God 
will honor whoever serves me. 
 
“But now, I am troubled. What shall I say? ‘My God, save me from this hour’?  But it is for this 
very hour that I came in the first place!  My God, glorify Your Name!” 
 
A voice came out of the heavens, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  A crowd 
standing nearby heard this. Some said, “It was a clap of thunder.”  Others said, “It was an angel 
speaking to Jesus.”  
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Jesus answered, “It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. The world is in crisis. 
The rulers of this world will be driven out. I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.”  Jesus phrased it this way to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The Good News of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 

[moment of silence]  
 
Homily           Bishop Jane Via  
 
 
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from The Order of Saint Columba, Patmos Abbey,  “Traveling to Easter with Jesus as 
our Guide” 
 
Voice 1 & all:  
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess it in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
 
Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Voice 2: “I will plant my Law within them, and write it upon their hearts.” “All of them, from 

the least to the greatest alike, shall know me first-hand.” With thanksgiving for 
these transformational messages, let us ask for all that we and the world need. 

 
Our response:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
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Voice 2: That we do not fear to look within, and there to know first-hand the motherly 
imprint of God in our hearts … we pray … 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: That our giving of thanks together – our Eucharist – overflows into the active 

generosity of sharing our bread and giving new hope to our neighbors in need … 
we pray … 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Jesus said, “it is for this very hour that I came in the first place!” That we may, in 

the same way, know why we are here and what we are called to do … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: That in the silent vastness of the cosmos, in its blazing lights and in its 

unfathomable darkness, we find the Heart of Hearts who is with us, and within us, 
and loves us … we pray … 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: For those whom we find it the hardest to understand, accept, and love … we pray 

as Jesus said we should … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our liberating 

community of transformative joy and sorrow. We remember as well the universal 
needs of all of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, 
injustice, and violence of our time.  

 
 All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your 

prayer briefly and clearly: 
 

[after each petition] 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today 

that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 

(Short pause, then say) 
 
  For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box . . . we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Concluding Prayer 
Incomprehensible Holy Mystery, may our prayers, offered for ourselves, our loved ones, our 
enemies, the Earth and the universe, cross the threshold into Your Divine Milieu; and may Your 
tender embrace of our prayers uplift our hearts and give us courage in this time of crisis. We pray 
in Jesus’ name… Amen.  
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Offertory Song: From the Many, Make Us One      Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: Dying seeds have made our bread 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Christ the firstborn from the dead 
All: From the many male us one 
Cantor: From the vineyard comes the flood 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Cup of blessing, cup of blood 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: Let our bold procession grow 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Circling Earth while ages flow 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Running, creeping, leaping high.. 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Dancing, stumbling, striding by, 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, 
sustaining us in our hunger.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever.  

 
Presider:  Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live 
the Gospel.  
Voice 2 & All:  Transform us, O God, we pray. 
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Presider:  Cosmic Mystery, as we share Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, to death and the tomb, 

keep us mindful of these words: “…anyone who holds onto life just as it is, destroys 
that life. But if one lets it go, in the abandon of love, one will have it forever.”  May 
this bread sustain us for the life of Spirit. May this wine sustain for a life of Love 
despite suffering and loss. We pray in Jesus’ name… 

Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriii  
Presider:  God dwells in you.  
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  God of transformation, from our beginning, You shaped us to live in service to one 
another and all the earth. You set aside this season of grace for us to renew and purify our hearts, 
so that we may be strengthened to repair this world through Your transformative love. Therefore, 
we join our voices with all the angels and saints, and with all those across generations who have 
worked to repair this world to better reflect Your glory, in singing this song of Your unending 
praise: 
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy God of spirit, of life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name. In this time of pandemic, anxiety, and fear, reassure us that we are 
not alone. You are always with us. Through the life of Jesus, we saw an example of what it means 
to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion 
all the barriers that work against your Spirit on the move. 
 
Voice 2:  Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people. He 
prioritized the lives of those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for 
one another, even under great distress. Though the powers of empire attempted to silence his 
proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing.  
 

(Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.) 
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Presider: Pour out your holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the Body of Christ, that we might become interdependent with each other as 
Christ’s body, reflecting your diverse image in the world. We remember that… 
 
All: 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.   

[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to 
his friends, saying: Take this all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 
 
When we eat this bread, and drink this cup 
We proclaim your death O Jesus 
Until you come again 
 
Voice 1:  As we celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we ask You to 
transform us to live the Gospel more faithfully. Help us to recognize you in one another. Bless us 
to work for the liberation of all, to bring about a world where justice reigns and love can flourish. 
May we hold our leaders, secular and religious, accountable to the difficult work of justice. May 
we – and they – work to repair our world.  
 
Voice 2:  We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love. We 
see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience. Be with all 
who are sick and with all who are suffering. Be with all who have died and gone before us into 
the fullness of union with You. Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence. 
 
Presider:  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Wisdom, 
We offer our prayer of praise,  
this day and forever. 
 
The Great Amen        Mass of Restoration 
 
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 
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Prayer of Jesusiv           Kosits 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary 
version:  
 
All:  Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
Presider:  Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the 
peace of God in Jesus the Christ be with you all.   
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider :  This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people. 
Voice 2 & all:  We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
Presider:  We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the 
table you are using right now is not longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you 
are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with 
us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Bread of Life       Bobby Fisher  
 
Bread of life and cup of hope, 
we come as gift to you. 
Change our hearts; fill us with peace. 
Transform our lives anew. 
Open our eyes so that we might see 
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your presence in one another. 
Your life, poured out in love today, 
unites us all in you. 
 
Loving One, Creator God,  
open our eyes to see 
the good that lives in each of us,  
that called the world to be. 
And when we fail to see the good, 
when friendships falter and crumble, 
give us the courage to forgive 
that we may live in peace. 
 
Living Word, O Child of God, 
your love shows us the way 
that we may live in harmony, 
and from you never stray.  
Wipe all oppression from our midst; 
give us a love for all people. 
Your song of justice sing in us, 
to live for peace today. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Presider:  Holy Mystery, help us to sow life-giving seeds. Help us to sow seeds of harmony 
with Earth and all life on our planet.  May the seeds we sow be seeds of transformation for a 
planet and world in crisis, for all people, and for ourselves.  We pray…  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Presider:  May Holy Mystery bless us and keep us.  
  May Holy Mystery shine upon us.   
  May Holy Mystery surround us with kindness and fill our hearts with peace.   
  Let the Church say:  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
 
Presider:  Our Mass is ended. Our work to repair the world continues.  
Voice 1 & All:  Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song: Tend the Ground        Curtis Stephan 
 
Refrain 
We till the earth, we tend the ground, 
sowing hope and peace where none is found. 
In selfless love God’s life abounds. 
We till the earth, we tend the ground. 
 
As God provides our every need, 
with grateful hearts, let us receive 
these gifts of love, and make return 
to bless the world, to bless the world. 
 
Where hardened hearts have turned to greed, 
trampling upon the fledgling seed, 
help us to tend to others’ needs, 
open our eyes, open our eyes. 
 
Let plows be forged from swords that kill. 
Let tools of war be shaped to till 
and break the hard and stony ground. 
God, bring your peace, God, bring your peace. 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Mass of Restoration, Music © 2012, Joshua Blakesley and Leland G. "Grae" 
McCullough, IV. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by Heather 
Berberet and MMACC.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 

 
i Adapted from a prayer of confession written by Ann Siddall, and posted on the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre website. 
https://stillpointsa.org.au/  
ii Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
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iii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
iv The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 


