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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
 

Lent 2021: Transforming Hearts, Repairing the World  
Second Sunday of Lent 

February 28, 2021 
 
Prelude 

 
 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1:  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bold spoken responses. At the times of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at 
any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar to fully participate 
in our spiritual communion.  
 
Our focus for Lent this year is "Transforming Hearts, Repair the World." Inspired in part by the 
concept of “Tikkun Olam,” the work of repairing the world through love, compassion, and life-
changing service, and our call to create and become the Beloved Community, this reflects both 
our inward spiritual journey of transformation and our outward active participation in the ongoing 
repair of our society.   
 
Everyone is invited to consider how we might live this experience during Lent and beyond. Our 
Lenten liturgies call us to reflect on what spiritual practices foster our inner heart transformation 
and to re-commit ourselves to actively be involved in actions that repair our broken world.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
 
Opening Song – From the Many, Make Us One     Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: This, our great procession line 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Join to walk through earth and time 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Share and share alike this food 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Gift of thirsty, hungry God 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: Let our bold procession grow 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Circling earth while ages flow 
All: From the many make us one 
Cantor: Running, creeping, leaping high 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Dancing, stumbling, striding by 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain 
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Opening Rite 
 
Presider:  We begin our liturgy by blessing our God who leads us through the journey of lent 

and life:    
 + In the name of our God: who is Spirit, Word, and Breath.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Presider:  We pause for a moment to remember those times when we have not lived as God 
calls us:  
 
Presider:  Living God, when we are reluctant to enter the wilderness places where we are 

confronted with our true selves… 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world.  
 
Presider:  When our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and 

doing your will:  
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the 

expense of serving others: 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  Transform our hearts, O God, and put a right Spirit within us. Nurture the faint 

stirrings of new life where your spirit has taken root and begun to grow. When we 
fail to listen to Your voice leading and guide us, shake us from our contentment 
and send us forward endowed with Your transformative love so that we may be 
strengthened for the work of repairing the world. Amen. 

 
Opening Prayeri 
 
Presider:  O Holy One, on mountaintops and valley floors, You reveal to us the light of Your 

love. Our hearts desire to bask in the amazing glory of Your divine presence. With 
each encounter we are changed and transformed. Draw us nearer to Your Sacred 
embrace. Help us to live our lives as a reflection of divine glory. May we walk 
among all Your beloved people as a blessing, bringing hope to displace despair, 
and love to cast out hate. Our world is hurting and we need the followers of Jesus 
to follow more closely. Maybe then we will hear your voice speaking to us and 
saying, … “listen to my Child, the Beloved!”  Together we pray… 

Voice 1 & All:   Amen. 
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First Reading                  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; 22 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis:  
 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your offspring after you. As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 
be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
Later, God put Abraham to the test. God called to him, “Abraham!” 
 
“Here I am!” Abraham replied. Then God said: “Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him up as a sacrifice on a height that I 
will point out to you.” 
 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and 
arranged the wood on it. Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. But God’s 
messenger called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
 
“Here I am!” Abraham answered. 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy,” said the messenger. “Do not do the least thing to him. I know 
now how devoted you are to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son.” 
As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So he went and took 
the ram and offered it up in place of his son. 
 
Again God’s messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:  
“I swear by myself, declares the Holy One, that because you acted as you did in not withholding 
from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as countless 
as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the 
gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing— 
all this because you obeyed my command.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 107  
Adapted from Nan Merrill’s rendition in Praying the Psalms 
 
Our sung psalm response will be sung.   
Response: Transform our hearts with love, with love. Wake us to the oneness of all. 
 
Has no one ever told you that  
 truth is written on the scroll 
  of your heart, 
 that the Beloved dwells therein? 
O peoples of the Light, awaken to 
 the knowledge that lives 
  within you! 
Come out of the shadows and gloom; 
 break through the fears that 
  hold you prisoner. 
Do you not know your destiny is 
 to be a light unto the world, 
 a bearer of peace and harmony? R.  
 
Know yourself! Let your aim be 
 to recognize who you are. 
To honor all relationships as sacred, and 
 to live in peace and balance with  
  all living things. 
Acknowledge the sacredness of  
  every path, 
 albeit different from your own. R.  
 
Only those who have come through 
  the darkness 
 and walk now in the light 
Can offer their lives in Service 
  to build the new world, 
 where justice and freedom 
  will flourish. 
Awaken, all you who are yet asleep, 
 let us plant seeds for the 
  commingling of heaven 
   and earth. R.  
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Second Reading                  Romans 4:13-25 
 
A Reading from Letter to the Romans: 
 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. 
 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith 
of Abraham —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
Hoping against hope, Abraham believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in 
faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  [sung]        Mass of Restoration 
 
Praise and honor, praise and honor 
To you, Jesus the Christ (2x) 
 
Gospel                    Mark 9:2-10 
Presider:  Our God is with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.  
Voice 1 & All:  Glory to You, O Christ.  
 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them up a high mountain so they could be by 
themselves.   
 
There, Jesus was transfigured in their presence.  The clothes Jesus wore became dazzling, radiant 
with a brightness different from what any earthly bleacher could make.   
 
Then Elijah appeared to them, as did Moses, and they spoke with Jesus.   
 
Then Peter said, “Rabbi, it's good for us to be here.  Let's make three tents, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.”  Peter didn't know what he was saying.  The disciples were all 
terrified.   
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Then a cloud appeared, casting its shadow over them.  From out of the cloud there came a voice: 
“This is my Beloved, my Own, listen to this One!”  Suddenly, when they looked around, they 
saw no one with them anymore - only Jesus.    
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them not to tell anyone what they had 
seen until the Chosen One had been raised from the dead.   
 
They kept Jesus’ words, and their experience, to themselves, questioning what “rising from the 
dead” could mean. 
 
The Good News of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 

[moment of silence]  
 
Homily          
 
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from The Order of Saint Columba, Patmos Abbey,  “Traveling to Easter with Jesus as 
our Guide” 
 
Voice 1 & all:  
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess it in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
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Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Voice 2: “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.” “They were questioning what ‘rising from the 

dead’ could mean.” With simple trust in the face of mystery, let us ask for all that 
we and the world need. 

 
Our response:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
 
 
Voice 2: Knowing that it is good for us to be here, let us pray that this Lent brings us to ever 

greater commitment to making the world a more just and compassionate place … 
we pray … 

Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: Remembering that the words, “This is my Beloved, my Own,” are addressed to us  
  as well as to Jesus … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: That, like Abraham and Jesus, we might be fully convinced that God is able to do 

what God has promised, including being raised from the dead … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: That the Holy One, Creator of the galaxies and of humanity on this blue planet, 

transfigure us and make us radiant like Jesus … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: For those who do not feel the touch of transformation and new life … we pray as 

Jesus said we should … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Tikkun 

Olam community of transformative joy and sorrow. We remember as well the 
universal needs of all of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the 
racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 

 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly. 
 

[after each petition] 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 

(Short pause) 
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Voice 2: For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box . . . we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Concluding Prayer 
 
 
Offertory Song: Transfigure Us, O God        Bob Hurd 
 
Refrain: 
Transfigure us, O God,  
Transfigure us, O God. 
Break the chains that bind us; 
Speak your healing word,  
And where you lead we’ll follow. 
Transfigure Us, O God 
 
Down from heights of glory, Into the depths below. 
The love of God self emptied, The love of God to show. 
You light the path before us, The way that we must go. R.  
 
Pardon for the sinner, a shepherd for the sheep, 
A drink of living water for all who thirst and seek, 
And feasting at Your table the lowly and the least. R.  
 
To the holy city, Jerusalem, You go; 
Your face set toward the ending, the cross to be Your lot,  
Shall we journey with You and share Your paschal road? R.  
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, 
sustaining us in our hunger.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever.  

 
Presider:  Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live  
the Gospel.  
Voice 2 & All:  Transform us, O God, we pray. 
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Presider:  God of the Covenant and of Transfiguration, You desire that we come to the table 

with open hearts, ready to love. As we gather around our tables, united in prayer, 
bless these gifts of bread and wine we bring, that they may become for us the Body 
and Blood of Christ, strengthening us for the work You call us to.  We pray in the 
name of Jesus the Christ…  

Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriii  
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  God of transformation, from our beginning, You shaped us to live in service to one 
another and all the earth. Through Your covenant with Sarah and Abraham, through the law and 
prophets Your love has shone forth, and Your Word has never fallen silent. On a high mountain 
you pulled back the veil of the cosmos and, as Moses and Elijah passed on their mantles to the 
one in whom Your Word is made flesh, You gave the disciples a glimpse of Your glory. 
Therefore, we join our voices with all the angels and saints, and with all those across generations 
who have worked to repair this world to better reflect Your glory, in singing this song of Your 
unending praise: 
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy God of spirit, of life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name. In this time of pandemic, anxiety, and fear, reassure us that we are 
not alone. You are always with us. Through the life of Jesus, we saw an example of what it means 
to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion 
all the barriers that work against your Spirit on the move. 
 
Voice 2:  Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people. He 
prioritized the lives of those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for 
one another, even under great distress. Though the powers of empire attempted to silence his 
proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing.  
 

(Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.) 
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Presider: Pour out your holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the Body of Christ, that we might become interdependent with each other as 
Christ’s body, reflecting your diverse image in the world. We remember that… 
 
All: 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my 
body.  Do this in memory of me.    

[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to 
his friends, saying: Take this all of you and drink.  This is my blood, the cup of the new 
covenant.  Do this in memory of me.  
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 
 
When we eat this bread, and drink this cup 
We proclaim your death O Jesus 
Until you come again 
 
Voice 1:  As we celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we ask You to 
transform us to live the Gospel more faithfully. Help us to recognize you in one another. Bless us 
to work for the liberation of all, to bring about a world where justice reigns and love can flourish. 
May we hold our leaders, secular and religious, accountable to the difficult work of justice. May 
we – and they – work to repair our world.  
 
Voice 2:  We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be with 
all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence. 
 
Presider:  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Wisdom, 
We offer our prayer of praise,  
this day and forever. 
 
The Great Amen        Mass of Restoration 
 
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 
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Prayer of Jesusiv           Kosits 
 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary 
version:  
 
All:  

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
Presider:  Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the 
peace of God in Jesus the Christ be with you all.    
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider :  This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people. 
Voice 2 & all:  We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
Presider:  We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are.  So, the 
table you are using right now is not longer your table alone.  It is part of Christ’s table, and you 
are part of Christ’s church.  May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with 
us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.   
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
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Communion Song: I will Choose Christ       Tom Booth   
 
Refrain  
I will choose Christ, I will choose love, I choose to serve. 
I give my heart, I give my life, I give my all to you.  
 
How many times must You call my name, and show to me that You are God? 
And as servant You call to me, “You must serve too.” R.  
 
Christ, our teacher and healer, Teach my heart and heal my souls. 
And as I walk this road with You, Teach me to love. R.   
 
As I look upon Your cross, Must I die with You?  
And through the death of my own desires, I’ll rise with You. R. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Presider:  O God of the covenant, the cloud of your splendor and the fire of your love 
revealed Your Beloved Chosen One on the mountain heights. Remind us that we are Your 
Beloved Ones. Transform our lives in Christ’s image, write your law of love on our hearts, and 
make us prophets of your glory, that we may lead others into your presence.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Blessingv 
 
Presider:   
In the coming week, 
may you experience the presence of God with joy. 
May the holy cloud comfort you. 
May the divine voice encourage you. 
May the power of the Spirit transform you, 
transform us, 
transform our world. 
Let the Church say:  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
 
Presider:  Our Mass is ended. Our work to repair the world continues.  
Voice 1 & All:  Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song: We Walk by Faith        Marty Haugen 
 
We walk by faith and not by sight 
No gracious words we hear 
Of You who as none e'er spoke 
But we believe You near 
 
We may not touch Your hands and side 
Or follow where You trod 
Yet in Your promise we rejoice 
And cry "My Christ and God" 
 
Help then, O Christ, our unbelief 
And our faith abound 
To call on You when You are near 
And seek where You are found 
 
That when our life of faith is done 
In realms of clearer light 
We may behold You as You are 
In full and endless sight 
 
We walk by faith and not by sight 
No gracious words we hear 
Of You who as none e'er spoke 
But we believe You near 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Mass of Restoration, Music © 2012, Joshua Blakesley and Leland G. "Grae" 
McCullough, IV. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Text adapted from ICEL 2010 by Heather 
Berberet and MMACC.  
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Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 

 
i Opening Prayer adapted from a prayer of Invocation for the Transfiguration from Witness to Wonders: Service 
Prayers for Transfiguration Sunday, written by the Rev. Madison Shockley, pastor of Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
in Carlsbad, CA.  Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website.  
ii Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
iii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
iv The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 
v “Transfiguration Benediction” written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith. https://spaciousfaith.com/  
 


