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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
 

Lent 2021: Transforming Hearts, Repairing the World  
First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 

 
Prelude 

 
 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 1:  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bold spoken responses. At the times of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at 
any point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar to fully participate 
in our spiritual communion.  
 
Our focus for Lent this year is "Transforming Hearts, Repair the World." Inspired in part by the 
concept of “Tikkun Olam,” the work of repairing the world through love, compassion, and life-
changing service, and our call to create and become the Beloved Community, this reflects both 
our inward spiritual journey of transformation and our outward active participation in the ongoing 
repair of our society.   
 
Everyone is invited to consider how we might live this experience during Lent and beyond. Our 
Lenten liturgies call us to reflect on what spiritual practices foster our inner heart transformation 
and to re-commit ourselves to actively be involved in actions that repair our broken world.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
 
Opening Song – Come, Now is the Time to Worship    Doerksen 
 
Come, now is the time to worship; 
Come, now is the time to share your heart. 
Come, just as you are to serve love; 
Come, just as you are to serve our God.  Come. 
 
One day peace will come is our prayer and our hope; 
One day may Your kin-dom come.. 
One day may the love of the Christ prevail; 
One day the world be one..  (Repeat) 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
Presider:  We begin our liturgy by blessing our God who leads us through the journey of lent 

and life:   + In the name of our God: who is Spirit, Word, and Breath.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
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Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
adapted from a Prayer of Compassion by Mother Teresa 
Presider:  We pause for a moment to remember those times when we have not lived as God 
calls us:  
 
Presider:  Living God, when we are reluctant to enter the wilderness places where we are 

confronted with our true selves… 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world.  
 
Presider:  When our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and 

doing your will:  
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the 

expense of serving others: 
Voice 2 & all:  Transform our hearts, O God, so we may repair the world. 
 
Presider:  Transform our hearts, O God, and put a right Spirit within us. Nurture the faint 

stirrings of new life where your spirit has taken root and begun to grow so that we 
may be strengthened for the work of repairing the world, for you alone can bring 
new life and make us whole. Amen. 

 
Opening Prayeri 
 
Presider:  Living God, we gather in your name from all across the world, to be in the 

presence of one another, where we can draw strength, knowing that wherever two 
or three of us are gathered, You are present among us. Guide us throughout these 
forty days as we journey deeper into Your embrace, and as we journey to the cross, 
let us put to death those things that separate us from each other and from you. May 
we know Your presence is always with us, the power of Your transformative love is 
within us, and may we know Your grace surrounds us and is beyond us. In the 
name of Jesus, our companion on this journey of faith, we pray… 

Voice 1 & All:   Amen. 
 
First Reading               Genesis 7:11-18; 8:6, 11-13, 18-19; 9:8-17 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis:  
 
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, all the underground springs of the earth erupted and all 
the windows of the heavens were thrown open.  Rain poured on the earth for forty days and forty 
nights. 
 
After 40 days, Noah opened a window he had made in the ark, and sent out a dove…  When the 
dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then 
Noah knew that the water was receding from the earth…  After 7 days, he sent out the dove 
again, but this time it did not return.  By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and 
first year, Noah opened the hatch of the ark and saw dry ground. 
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Noah disembarked with his wife, their sons and daughters-in-law.  Then all the animals, both 
crawling and winged creatures, every creature on the face of the earth, left the ship family by 
family.   
 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 107  
Adapted from Nan Merrill’s rendition in Praying the Psalms 
 
Our sung psalm response will be sung.   
 
We give thanks to you, who are the source of Love;.. 
Come, awaken our hearts that we might do your Work; 
‘This your Love that loves through us. 
Gather us in from all the lands, 
From the east and the west, 
From the south and the north. 
Let all who are hungry and thirsty,... 
Cry out to the Most Merciful to....nourish them with healing love; R.  
 
Fear cannot live where love, grace, and gentleness abide. 
Enter into the Great Silence,  
where you may hear the voice of the Beloved... 
For through your inner being Truth and Wisdom are heard; 
The resource to break all bonds is found there, too. R.  
 
Many there are who boast of their own deeds, 
who are proud of their power over others. 
Where will they be when the storms arise, 
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When earthquakes shatter the rocks of their hearts? 
The wise will not wait for trouble, 
But communicate with the Counselor in all things... 
And learn to still the tumult of the mind. R. 
 
Second Reading                  1 Peter 3:18-22 
A Reading from the First Letter attributed to Peter: 
 
This is what Jesus the Christ experienced: he suffered because of the mistakes and evil acts of 
others.  He clung to justice in the face of injustice for the sake of the unjust.  In this faithful 
endurance, God was revealed to us.  Jesus was put to death in the flesh, then transformed, alive 
in the Spirit.  In the Spirit, the risen Christ visited those who were lost in the Flood in the days of 
Noah and incorporated them into the family of God.  All those who did not heed God’s call 
when the ark was being built were gathered again in the basin of God’s love.  
 
In the Flood, only a few were spared– eight in all.  They were saved through water.  In the same 
way, the waters of baptism flood us with new life.  Baptism is not a literal cleansing of the body, 
but a spiritual renewal and a rebirth of conscience through the resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  
The Christ has gone into the Cosmos and is with God.  Among all angels, powers, and 
authorities, this Cosmic Christ is the definitive word. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  [sung]        Mass of Restoration 
 
Praise and honor, praise and honor 
To you, Jesus the Christ (2x) 
 
Gospel                   Mark 1:12-15 
Presider:  Our God is with you.  
Voice 3 & All:  And also with you.  
Presider:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.  
Voice 3 & All:  Glory to You, O Christ.  
 
Immediately after Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit drove him into the desert.  Jesus remained in the 
desert for 40 days, tempted by Satan.  He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to 
him.   
 
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of 
fulfillment.  The kin-dom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the good news.” 
 
The Good News of God.  
Voice 3 & All:  Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 

[moment of silence]  
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Homily          
 
Today we share a homily from St. Francis Xavier parish in New York City by Tom Feely, S.J.  
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from The Order of Saint Columba, Patmos Abbey,  “Traveling to Easter with Jesus as 
our Guide” 
 
Voice 1 & all:  
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess it in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
 
Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Voice 2: The Forty Days: the mystery of new life transcending death, knowing deep in our 

bones that God is eternally with us and in us. In that awareness of our transforming 
God, let us ask for all that we and the world need. 

 
Our response: Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: That with Noah we open our eyes to the signs of the Covenant in God’s self-
revelation in all of Creation … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world.  
 
Voice 2: That in this Lenten observance we take on “Tikkun Olam,” the work of repairing 
the world through love, compassion, and life-changing service … we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
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Voice 2: That we demand that our leaders know and do what is right, and turn away from a 
focus on power and fame … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: At the time of Noah those who did not heed God’s call were nevertheless gathered 
again in the embrace of God’s love. That we might also be so divinely all-inclusive … we pray … 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: That the Holy One, Creator of the galaxies, awaken us to the interconnectedness of 
all beings and the entire Cosmos… we pray …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: For those who disagree with the ways in which we are called to live out the Gospel 
message … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-
filled community of transformative joy and sorrow. We remember as well the universal needs of 
all of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of 
our time. 

 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly. 
 

[after each petition] 
Voice 1 & all:  Transform our hearts so we might repair the world. 
 
Voice 2: Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 

(Short pause) 
Voice 2: For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box . . . we pray …  
 
Concluding Prayer 
 
Offertory Song: From the Many, Make us One       Tony 
Alonso 
 
Cantor: Jesus prayed before he died 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: “Make them one, the whole world wide.” 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Every shade and tribe and tongue. 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Male and female, old and young 
All: From the many, make us one 
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Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry,  
  as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come.  
  From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: All alike at table share 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: God and world are wedded here 
All: From this table now we come 
Cantor: No more borders, prison walls 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Open wide our banquet hall 
All: From the many, make us one. R.  
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, 
sustaining us in our hunger.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever.  

 
Presider:  Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live  
the Gospel.  
Voice 2 & All:  Transform us, O God, we pray. 
 
Prayer with our Giftsiii 
 
Presider:  God of the Wilderness, we bring to the table our burdens and brokenness, our self-

image bruised and hurting, our fears, shame, doubts and anxieties, the raw 
materials we ask You to bless and change, that in our wanderings we may begin to 
see your way, and in our deserts we may find life in You. We pray in the name of 
Jesus the Christ…  

Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriv  
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
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Presider:  God of transformation, from our beginning, You shaped us to live in service to one 
another and all the earth. You surrounded us with creatures and creations that depend on our 
care. Our destinies have always been wrapped up in one another - our individual well-being 
bound to the well-being of all. With the help of Your Spirit, strengthen us to live in ways that 
bring You honor and glory. And so with all those across generations who have worked to repair 
this world to better reflect Your glory, we join our voices in singing Your unending praise: 
 
Sanctus         Mass of Restoration 
 
Holy, holy, holy God of spirit, of life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name. In this time of pandemic, anxiety, and fear, reassure us that we are 
not alone. You are always with us. Through the life of Jesus we saw an example of what it means 
to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion 
all the barriers that work against your Spirit on the move. 
 
Voice 2:  Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people. He 
prioritized the lives of those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for 
one another, even under great distress. Though evil attempted to silence his proclamation of an 
all inclusive Kindom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing.  
 

(Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.) 
 
Presider: Pour out your holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the Body of Christ, that we might become interdependent with each other as 
Christ’s body, reflecting your diverse image in the world. We remember that… 
 
All: 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my 
body.  Do this in memory of me.    

[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to 
his friends, saying: Take this all of you and drink.  This is my blood, the cup of the new 
covenant.  Do this in memory of me.  
 
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung] 
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When we eat this bread, and drink this cup 
We proclaim your death O Jesus 
Until you come again 
 
Voice 1:  As we celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, transform us to live 
the Gospel more faithfully. Help us to recognize you in one another and to remember that You 
created us to be interdependent and that none of us are free unless we are all free. Bless us to 
work for the freedom of all, to bring about a world where justice reigns and love can flourish. 
May we hold our leaders, secular and religious, accountable to the difficult work of justice. May 
we – and they – work to repair our world.  
 
Voice 2:  We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be with 
all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence. 
 
Presider:  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Wisdom, 
We offer our prayer of praise,  
this day and forever. 
 
The Great Amen        Mass of Restoration 
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 
         
Prayer of Jesusv           Kosits 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary 
version:  
 
All:  

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
Presider:  Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the 
peace of God in Jesus the Christ be with you all.    
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
 
Lamb of God         Mass of Restoration 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider :  This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people. 
Voice 2 & all:  We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
Presider:  We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are.  So, the 
table you are using right now is not longer your table alone.  It is part of Christ’s table, and you 
are part of Christ’s church.  May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with 
us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.   
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
 
Communion Song: One Bread, One Body     John Foley, S.J.   
 
One bread, one body, one God of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.  
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one God.  
 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more.  (R) 
 
Many the gifts, many the works, one in our God of all.  (R) 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all.  (R) 
 
Prayer After Communion 
From Jan Richardson’s “Beloved is where we begin” 
https://paintedprayerbook.com/2016/02/11/lent-1-beloved-is-where-we-begin/ 
Presider:  If you would enter 
into the wilderness, 
do not begin 
without a blessing. 
 
Do not leave 
without hearing 
who you are: 
Beloved, 
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named by the One 
who has traveled this path 
before you. 
 
Do not go 
without letting it echo 
in your ears, 
and if you find 
it is hard 
to let it into your heart, 
do not despair. 
That is what 
this journey is for. 
 
I cannot promise 
this blessing will free you 
from danger, 
from fear, 
from hunger 
or thirst, 
from the scorching 
of sun 
or the fall 
of the night. 
 
But I can tell you 
that on this path 
there will be help. 
 
I can tell you 
that on this way 
there will be rest. 
 
I can tell you 
that you will know 
the strange graces 
that come to our aid 
only on a road 
such as this, 
that fly to meet us 
bearing comfort 
and strength, 
that come alongside us 
for no other cause 
than to lean themselves 
toward our ear 
and with their 
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curious insistence 
whisper our name: 
 
Beloved. 
Beloved. 
Beloved. 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Blessingvi 
Presider:   
Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: 
walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God 
walk in peace, under the shelter of the Holy One 
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you.  
Let the Church say:  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
Presider:  Our Mass is ended. Our work to repair the world continues.  
Voice 1 & All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: In These Days of Lenten Journey     Ricky Manalo 
 
Refrain:  In these days of Lenten journey,  
  We have seen and we have heard  
  The call to sow justice  
  in the lives of those we serve.  
 
We open our eyes to the hungry  
and see the faces of Christ.  
As we nourish all the people  
who hunger for food,  
may our faith in our God be renewed. R.  
 
We open our ears to the weary  
and hear the cry of the poor.  
To the voices that echo  
the song of despair  
we will show our compassion and care. R.  
 
We call on the spirit of justice  
and pray for righteousness sake.  
We will sing for the freedom  
of all the oppressed;  
we will loosen the bonds of distress. R.  
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 

 
i Opening Prayer adapted from a prayer for the beginning of Lent written by Rev. Mindi, on her Rev-o-
lution blog. http://rev-o-lution.org/ 
ii Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
iii  Adapted from a prayer written by Rev. Scott Mckenna, Minister of Edinburgh Mayfield Salisbury. Posted on the 
Church of Scotland’s Weekly Worship website. http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/  
iv Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
v The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 
vi written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 
  


