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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
Season of Beloved Community 

6th Sunday in the Ordinary Course of Time 
February 14, 2021 

 
Prelude 
As we prepare ourselves for worship on a day when our readings speak of healing, love, and 
belonging, please enjoy this rendition of “You’ll Never Walk Alone” from Harrison Sheckler and 
a virtual choir. https://youtu.be/6gpoJNv5dlQ  
 
Introduction & Welcome  
Voice 2:  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bold spoken responses. At the time of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself to offer a prayer intention aloud. Prayer requests may also be offered in the chat at any 
time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our 
spiritual communion.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
 
Opening Song – House that Love is Building     Sarah Hart 
 
In the house that Love is building 
There is room enough for all 
Endless welcome in her rafters 
Mercy singing through her walls 
Here is refuge for all people 
From every tribe and tongue 
In the house that Love is building 
There is room for everyone 
 
In the garden Love is tending 
There’s a great and boundless feast 
Where the seeds of hope are planted 
And the yield is heaven’s peace 
As the field becomes a harvest 
For the many hungry ones 
In the garden Love is tending 
There’s enough for everyone 
 
Oh the song that Love is raising 
Is of pure, unending light 
In the voices of her people 
Rising to eternal skies 
Now the darkness shall be swallowed 
By the Living Word of God 
Oh the song that Love is raising 
Is a song for everyone 
In the house that Love is building  
There is room for everyone 
 
 
 



 3 

Opening Rite 
 
Presider:  We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
  + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
  Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
  And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.  
Voice 1 & all:  Amen.  
 
Presider:  May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you.  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving-Kindness 
 
Presider:  We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as the  
  Beloved Community God calls us into:  
 
  Loving God, when we fail to recognize injustice in our daily lives, 
Voice 2 & All:  Help us to open our hearts to Your love.  
 
Presider:  Jesus the Christ, when we tolerate injustice and the absence of wisdom,  
Voice 2 & All:  Help us to speak out for what is right and just.  
 
Presider:  Spirit of Life, when we forget that true Wisdom always leads to justice,  
Voice 2 & All:  Help us to seek Your Wisdom. 
 
Presider:  Divine Physician, healer of bodies and souls, stretch out your hand and touch us. 
Cleanse our hearts from all that separates us from you and one another. Recreate us in your own 
image, and restore us in Christ, so that we may fulfill your call to be the Beloved Community. 
Voice 2 & All:   Amen.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Presider:  Everlasting God, you give strength to the powerless and liberation to the oppressed. 
You heal the sick and suffering and cast out all that separates us from You. You are with us in our 
joys and in our sorrows. Make us agents of healing and wholeness, that your good news may be 
made known to the ends of your creation. Together we pray. 
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
 
First Reading                  1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 
 
Voice 1:  A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians: 
 
"Everything is lawful," but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is lawful," but not everything 
builds up.  Do not seek your own advantage, but that of the other. 
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Rely on common sense. Eat anything sold in the market, without concerning yourself with 
whether it was sacrificed to idols.  After all, “The earth and everything in it is God’s.”   
 
If an unbeliever invites you to dinner and you want to go, go. Eat anything that is set before you.  
You need not raise questions on grounds of conscience. On the other hand, if anyone says to 
you, "this is meat sacrificed to idols", do not eat it.  Even though you may be indifferent as to 
where it came from, the one who is making a point about it is not.  So, for the sake of the other 
person's conscience, refrain. In all other cases, your conscience should be determined by your 
views, not someone else's. Give thanks for what is before you, and ask God's blessing upon it. 
 
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God, not 
worrying about what others may say about you.  At the same time, don’t be insensitive in your 
exercise of freedom to those who exercise their beliefs differently.  I try my best to be considerate 
so as not to offend anyone and to open the door of faith in the Christ to all.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 2 & All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32:3-4, 6-7 , 10-11 
 
Voice 1:  The Psalm response is: Unfailing love surrounds us. 
 
Voice 2 & All:   Unfailing love surrounds us. 
 
Voice 1:  When I was cut off from Love, my body wasted away. 
  I groaned all day long. 

Day and night, I felt Your hand heavy upon me. 
My strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

Voice 2 & All: Unfailing love surrounds us. 
 
Voice 1:  Let all who are sincere offer a prayer to the Beloved. 

When we feel overwhelmed by fear,  
 we shall be embraced by Love.  
Dwelling in the heart of the Beloved,  
 we are free from distress, free to live creatively.  
You will surround us with glad cries of liberation. 

Voice 2 & All:   Unfailing love surrounds us. 
 
Voice 1:  Many are the heartaches of those separated from Love; 

but steadfast Love abides. 
Surrender your lives into the Beloved’s hands. 
Be glad and rejoice, you who walk in truth. 
Shout for joy you who are upright of heart! 

Voice 2 & All:   Unfailing love surrounds us. 
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Second Reading          Coretta Scott King 
 
Voice 2:  A Reading from Coretta Scott King:  
 
To me, the Beloved Community is a realistic vision of an achievable society, one in which 
problems and conflict exist, but are resolved peacefully and without bitterness. In the Beloved 
Community, caring and compassion drive political policies that support the worldwide 
elimination of poverty and hunger and all forms of bigotry and violence. The Beloved 
Community is a state of heart and mind, a spirit of hope and goodwill that transcends all 
boundaries and barriers and embraces all creation. At its core, the Beloved Community is an 
engine of reconciliation. This way of living seems a long way from the kind of world we have 
now, but I do believe it is a goal that can be accomplished through courage and determination, 
and through education and training, if enough people are willing to make the necessary 
commitment. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Voice 1 and All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Gospel          Mark 1:40-45 
 
Presider:  Our God is with you.  
Voice 1 and All: And also with you.   
Presider:  A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.   
Voice 1 and All: Glory to You, O God.   
 
Presider:  On one occasion, a person suffering from leprosy came to Jesus on bent knees, 
begging, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched 
out his hand and touched the leper, saying, “I am willing.  Be made clean.”  And, at once, the 
skin-disease departed, and the person was made clean.   

ALELUYA/ALLELUIA
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Then Jesus sent them off with a stern warning: “Speak not a word to anyone, but go and show 
yourself to the priest.  Offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed, as a witness to them.”   
 
However, the person went away and began to proclaim the whole matter publicly, spreading the 
word about what had happened everywhere. As a result, Jesus could no longer go into a town 
openly, but had to stay in deserted places.  Even so, people kept coming to him from all over. 
 
The Gospel of God.   
Voice 1 and All: Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
 
 
Profession of Faith: Pledge for Racial Justicei   
 
Voice 1:  As a community, as the Body of Christ, we join with people of faith and no faith, 
throughout the world, in committing ourselves to racial justice. And so we pledge together: 
 
Voice 1 and All: 
WE SUPPORT justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege is unfair and harmful  
               to those who have it and to those who do not. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege and the culture of white supremacy  
              in which our nation and our church were founded and developed must be dismantled. 
WE SUPPORT racial equity, justice, and liberation for every person. 
WE AFFIRM the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
 
Therefore, from this day forward . . . 
WE WILL strive daily to understand white privilege and white supremacy  
                 and how their existence benefits us. 
WE COMMIT to help transform our church culture to one that is actively engaged  
             in seeking racial justice and equity for everyone. 
WE WILL make a greater effort to treat all people with the same respect we expect to receive. 
WE COMMIT to developing the courage to live our beliefs and values of racial justice and 
equality. 
WE WILL strive daily to eliminate racial prejudice from our thoughts and actions so that we can 
better promote the racial justice efforts of our church. 
WE WILL renew and honor this pledge daily, knowing that our church, our community, our 
nation, and our world will be better places because of our efforts. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Voice 2: “The Beloved Community … seems a long way from the kind of world we have 
now, but I do believe it is a goal that can be accomplished through courage and 
determination…”  Let us ask, then, for that courage and determination, and for the healing our 
world needs. 
 
Our response: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Voice 2: That, with Jesus, we become bolder and more courageous in reaching out to 
embrace and include those who are considered unwelcome or outcast in our society…we pray… 
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
 
Voice 2: In thanksgiving for desert places, and for the wisdom to withdraw sometimes from 
the world’s intensity … we pray … 
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Voice 2: Paul tells us to give thanks for what is before us. Despite all the losses, conflicts, 
and restrictions we now face, then, let us give thanks and ask God’s blessing … we pray … 
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Voice 2: That as the Earth begins to revive again with the first hints of spring, we learn the 
lesson of new life embedded in Creation, God’s first and continuing revelation… we pray …  
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Voice 2: For those who take offense from our exercise of Gospel freedom and 
inclusiveness…we pray as Jesus said we should…  
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Voice 2: Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-
filled community of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all of us, who 
have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
Voice 2: All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your 
prayer briefly and clearly.  
 

After each petition 
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
 
Voice 2: Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 

(Short pause) 
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Voice 2: For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box . . . we pray …  
Voice 1 and All: Inclusive One, Healer, make us healers, too. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:iii  
Presider:  Eternal and Loving God, our refuge in every danger, our healing from all pain, to 
whom we turn in our distress; look with compassion on those who suffer in mind, body, or sprit; 
grant eternal life to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, 
strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, 
so that together we may give glory to your holy name. We ask this in the name of Jesus the 
Christ, the great healer of all…  
Voice 1 and All: Amen.  
 
Offertory Song: Will the Circle be Unbroken?      Tony Alonso 
 
Will the circle be unbroken?  
Will the power of death prevail?  
Will the voices seeking justice,  
be rejected and grow frail?  
Will revenge replace forgiveness?  
Will our pride replace gods peace? 
 Will the innocents be victims 
 and the violence increase? 
 
Will the words our God has spoken,  
be revealed or be ignored?  
Will the love that made and formed us 
be rejected for the sword?  
Will the God who cries forgiveness,  
is the only way to peace,  
be blocked by cries of anger? 
Will the fighting ever cease? 
 
Here the body blessed and broken  
and the blood of Christ out poured  
is the only god for freedom  
for the servants of our God.  
Here the stories told at table  
call us all to peaceful ways 
show us Christ in all creation,  
show us loves the only way. 
 
Our Eucharist 
Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, 
sustaining us in our hunger.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever. 
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Presider:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Voice 2 & All:  Blessed be God forever.  

 
Presider:  Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls 
to welcome and share with others more fully.   
Voice 2 & All:  Transform us, O God, we pray. 
 
Prayer with our Giftsiv 
 
Presider:  Loving God, Your healing touch brings wholeness. You call us all into belonging. 
Heal us from all that separates us from You and from one another.  Draw all of us closer to Your 
love. Bless these gifts of bread and wine we bring, uniting us to one another and to You in this 
Feast of Love.  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayerv  
 
Presider:  God dwells in you.   
Voice 1 & all:  And also in you. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Voice 1 & All:  With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  Holy One, You call us into the vision of Beloved Community, centered on the 
belief that racism, bigotry and prejudices will one day be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of 
kinship. We know that all life is sacred, valuable, precious, important, necessary and integral to 
Your plan of creation and so we join our voices with all the angels and archangels, and with the 
diverse communion of saints from every nation, from every culture, who speak every language, 
in singing our song of praise:  
 
Sanctus        Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 
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Voice 1:  God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the 
streets; from classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity 
with Christ, who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  
 
Voice 2:  In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform 
the world, Jesus gave up his own divine privilege, and chose to live a life of service and love. 
These acts defined his greatness, and define our discipleship. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 
 

Presider:   Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become 
for us the body and blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone 
can flourish and lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All:  

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 

This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
 

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 

This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
All:   Christ was birthed among us. 
  Christ was killed among us. 
  Christ rises again among us.  
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Voice 1:  We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the 
possibility of reconciliation, justice and peace. Giver of Sacred Worth, cause the gift of our lives 
to become for our neighbors, Your church, the living presence of Christ. Touch the lives of any 
who feel that their lives don’t matter, who feel they are not valued, who are treated with 
disrespect and fear that their precious lives will be thrown away. Change us, so others might have 
hope. Change us, so other might be valued. Change us, so that no one will have to stand before 
their oppressors alone. 
 
Voice 2:  Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of 
them by surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon 
political rhetoric and work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine 
diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of 
the body of Christ. 
 
Presider:   Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic. Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. 
Bless us with wisdom, courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, 
love, peace, and freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus 
through whom Your goodness flows: 
 
All:     Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
   With Christ, may all creation be one.  
   In Christ, may all divisions be healed.   
   In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
   may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
  
The Great Amen   Traditional Spiritual, Chicago Church of Christ Virtual Choir 
 
A-men. A-men. A-men, A-men, A-men.  
         
Prayer of Jesusvi           Kosits 
Presider:  Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary 
version:  
 
All:  

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
Presider:  May the peace of God be with you:  
Voice 1 & All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider:  We are the body and blood of Christ, the instruments of God’s peace in the world.   
Voice 2 & All:  We are called to be the hope this weary world needs. 
 
Presider:  We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the 
table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are 
part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us 
in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. 
Voice 2 & All:   Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Come to Me        Norbert 
 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy burdened, 
And I shall give you rest. 
Take up my yoke and learn from me,  
for I am meek and humble of heart, 
And you’ll find rest for your souls. 
Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 
 
Beside peaceful waters you restore my true self; 
There you lead me to walk in the path of new life. R.  
 
Should I be surrounded by the shadows of death, 
I will not fear, for you are steadfast in your love. R.  
 
Pursue me, O God, with your fathomless love. 
In your peace let me dwell all the days of my life. R.  
 
Prayer After Communionvii 
 
Presider:  Nothing is more practical than finding God, than falling in Love in a quite absolute, 
final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will 
decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings, how you 
spend your weekends, what you read, whom you know, what breaks your heart, and what 
amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in Love, stay in love, and it will decide everything. 
Voice 1 & All: Amen.  
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Closing Blessingviii  
 
Presider:  Loving God, protector of all who hope in you, bless us your people, keep us safe, 
heal us from all pain, liberate us from all oppression, that we may persevere in Your love and 
continue in your call to create the Beloved Community. Let the Church say…  
Voice 2 & All:  Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
 
Presider:  Our Mass is ended. Our service continues.  
Voice 1 & All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: River of Glory        Schutte 
 
Refrain 
River of glory, springs of our birth, 
flood of God’s riches poured on the earth. 
We are born from the darkness 
and clothed in the light! 
We are bathed in the glory of God! 
 
Fountain of mercy,  
grace flowing free, 
streams of forgiveness,  
and love for you and for me! R.  
 
Here there is haven,  
healing and health, 
joy for the asking,  
love in abundance of wealth! R.  
 
Bread for our journey  
God will provide. 
Hope for all ages,  
Jesus, companion and guide! R. 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
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Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 

 
i Pledge for Racial Justice is adapted from the “Racial Equity Pledge” by First Unitarian Church of Dallas, Texas and 
the version used by St. Francis Xavier in New York, NY in their Service of Lamentation, Rage, and Hope. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Kn-pM3biTeGB39rMOmRjlxOsKMRhW1rz 
ii Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
iii Concluding Prayer of the Faithful adapted from “Collect for Mass in Times of Pandemic,” Association of Catholic 
Priests, Ireland, https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2021/02/presiders-page-for-14-february-sixth-sunday-in-
ordinary-time/   
iv written by Richard J. Fairchild, on his Kir-shalom website 
v Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
vi The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 
vii “Fall in Love,” Attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/prayers-by-
st-ignatius-and-others/fall-in-love/  
viii Adapted from “Prayers Over the People, Mass in Time of Pandemic, 2020,” Association of Catholic Priests, 
Ireland, https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2021/02/presiders-page-for-14-february-sixth-sunday-in-ordinary-
time/   


