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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
Solemnity of Mary / World Day of Peace 

January 1, 2021 
 

Introduction & Welcome  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. Please also join us in saying the bold spoken responses 
in your home.  
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I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song – Sacred Silence / Paz sagrada     Booth/Hanson 
 
Sacred silence, holy ocean, gentle water, washing over me. 
Help me listen, Holy Spirit. Come and speak to me. 
 
Paz sagrada, mar profundo, agua viva, corre sobre mí. 
Quiero oírte, Santo Espíritu, ven y háblame. 
 
Sacred silence, holy ocean, gentle water, washing over me. 
Help me listen, Holy Spirit. Come and speak to me. 
 
Come and be with me. Ven y háblame. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 
Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High 

[All are invited to ring bells or other noisemakers as we sing the Gloria] 
 
Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echo back their joyous strains. (R) 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be  
which inspire your heav’nly song. (R) 
 
See Christ in a manger laid,  
Whom the choirs of angels praise 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise.  
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Opening Prayer 
At the dawn of a new year, we come to welcome hope for a new world. Let injustice depart and 
let us welcome a dawn of plenty, with enough for everyone and people ready to share. Let the 
year begin with new energy for the struggle to protect and care for the most vulnerable among us. 
Let our hearts and our homes and our community open a path to safety for all who are seeking 
home and longing for life. At the dawn of a new year, we come to declare our hope and to 
welcome a new world. Together we pray… Amen. 
 
First Reading                   Numbers 6:22-27 
A Reading from Numbers: 
 
God spoke to Moses and said, “Speak to Aaron, Elisheba and their children and say: ‘This is how 
you shall bless the Israelites.  You shall say: 
 
‘May God always bless you and keep you. 
May God’s face always shine upon you. 
May God look upon you with kindness,  
and fill your heart with peace.’  
 
In this way, they will invoke My name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Give Us Your Peace       Manibusan & Hart 
 
Give us your peace, O God; give us your peace, your peace. 
Give us your peace, O God; give us your peace, your peace. 
 
When we’re afraid, running from truth, gather us back to you.  
Take every fear and fill our hearts, Give us your peace, O God.  R 
 
When we are tired, weary, and worn, take us into your arms,  
where there is no need, there is no want. Give us your peace, O God.  R 
 
God, we belong to you alone; show us the way back home  
into the warmth, into your love. Give us your peace, O God  R 
 
Second Reading          Ephesians 2:14-19 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians: 
 
The Christ is the peace between us.  Jesus the Christ has made two divided groups into one and 
has destroyed the barrier.  Jesus’ brokenness has broken down the dividing wall of hostility 
between us.  The purpose was to create, in Christ’s body itself, one new humanity out of the two, 
thus making peace.  And also, in that one body, to reconcile both of them to God through the 
cross, by which hostility and violence were put to death.  
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Jesus the Christ came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near. In the Christ, we both know our Loving God by one Spirit. 
 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but citizens with God’s holy people 
and also members of the household of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: O Holy Night      
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear babies birth. 
Long lay the world in pain and suff’ring pining. 
‘Till Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices! 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees. Oh hear, the angel voices. 
O night divine, Night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night divine 
 
Truly God taught us to love one another 
God’s law is love and a gospel of peace 
Chains shall we break 
For we share one humanity 
And in God’s name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns joy, in grateful chorus raise we. 
Let all within us praise God’s holy name. 
 
Christ is born! Oh hear the Angel voices. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. (Repeat) 
 
Gospel          Luke 2:15-20 
 
Our God is with you.   And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
After proclaiming their message of great joy to the shepherds, the angels in the night skies 
retreated, returning to the heavens.  The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which God has made known to us.”  So they 
went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.  When they saw 
this, they shared the message they had received from the angels about the child.  All who heard it 
were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds.  Mary treasured all these words and 
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pondered them in her heart.  Then the shepherds returned to the fields, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily         Pastor Kori Pacyniak 
 
Profession of Faith - adapted from the writings of Lao-Tzu 
    
If there is to be peace in the world, 
There must be peace in the nations. 
 
If there is to be peace in the nations, 
There must be peace in the cities. 
 
If there is to be peace in the cities, 
There must be peace between neighbors. 
 
If there is to be peace between neighbors, 
There must be peace in the home. 
 
If there is to be peace in the home, 
There must be peace in the heart. 
 
Prayers of the Peoplei 
 
Mary pondered the great Mystery of God-with-us in her heart. God has taken on humanity, so 
that we may take on divinity.  Let us, together with Mary, ask God for all that we and the world 
need. 
  
Our response:   Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
That God, Creator and Sustainer of the Universe, bless us and keep us, look kindly upon us, and 
lead us to bring peace to the world in this new year … we pray … Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray with us.    
 
That the Spirit of God-with-us, Emmanuel, enable us always to call on God as Mother and Father, 
as Jesus did … we pray … Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
Jesus was affirmed as a member of the Covenant through the rite of circumcision.  That we renew 
our solidarity with our Jewish siblings in the faith and the Covenant … we pray … Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
In thanksgiving for a cosmos created by God, and a planet chosen by God as home for the 
Divine/Human One and for all of us … we pray … Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
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Mindful of Paul’s words that all of us are no longer foreigners and strangers, that we work 
tirelessly for peace in our country and around the globe … we pray ... Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray with us.   
 
For those whose words and actions are like a sword piercing our heart … we pray as Jesus said 
we should … Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-filled Incarnation 
community of joys and sorrows.  We remember as well the universal needs of all of us, who have 
been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly.   
 
Response: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.     
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep  in the silence of our hearts . . .    

(Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online community 
prayer book . . . we pray …  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
Loving God, you have made us in your image, and we yearn for the healing of all your people. 
Fill our hearts with the fire of your love and our minds with the thirst for justice. Embolden us to 
speak out against oppression, empower us to work for the coming of your reign of peace and 
justice, and enrich us with your life-giving Spirit so that all creation may feel your touch and be 
healed. We ask this in the name of Mary, our Holy Mother and Queen of Peace … Amen. 
 
Offertory Song – Peace is Flowing Like a River      Landry 
 
Peace is flowing like a river, 
flowing out from you and me, 
flowing out into the desert, 
setting all the captives free. 
 
Love is flowing like a river… 
 
Healing’s flowing like a river… 
 
Alleluia, alleluia…  
 
Peace is flowing like a river… 
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Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining 
us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.  
 Blessed be God forever.  

 
Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls to welcome 
and share with others more fully.   

Transform us, O God, we pray. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
You, O God, are the beginning of every good thing and bring all things to perfection. We give 
You thanks over these gifts of bread and wine. May they unite our lives to yours and help us grow 
in your love and peace. In Jesus’ name, we pray… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayerii  
 
God dwells in you.  
 And also with you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God with us. 
 To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
 
Loving God, we give You thanks for Mary, the Mother of Jesus. We give thanks that she listened 
to Your Wisdom in her heart and that she gave birth to Your Word of Peace to the world.  Draw 
us near to You and to Mary as we gather in this Eucharist to give You unending praise: 
 
Sanctus        O Holy Night  
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Baby's birth 
Long lay the world in pain and suff'ring pining 
'Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn' 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angels' voices 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
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Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth. In Jesus, Hope is born. Born of our sister Mary in a 
town called Bethlehem, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us 
as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we 
are, in need of human love. Yet magi bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were 
troubled by his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  
 
In the mystery of Jesus, word and wisdom made flesh, You came to share in our struggles, and to 
cause Your love to shine in our hearts. We give thanks for Your Divine Love, who reveals the 
sacred in the ordinary: in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people 
and neighbors to one another. 

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 

 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us and through 
us. Let Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine, to sanctify and transform them to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love. We 
remember that… 
 

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 

This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
[Pause] 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 

This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

God’s Word and Wisdom became flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 
We remember in prayer all leaders, secular and religious. We hear Your Voice calling us to 
change.  May they, and we, hear Your call for peace and justice and make this world a better 
place for people of every race, gender, nationality, and age.  
 
We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities because of the 
pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, or war. Remember all of us, gathered 
today from locations all across the world.  We remember all who now journey through sickness 
and suffering. We remember all who have died into the fullness of communion with You, 
especially members of our MMACC community. We remember those whose lives have been 
blighted by violence, racism, or poverty – all whom the world counts as last and least. 
 
Holy One, You poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope.  Pour out 
Your Spirit upon us gathered here.  As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us 
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope.  Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.  
Reinforce our courage to make the Christmas promise a reality. 
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    Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
   With Christ, may all creation be one.  
   In Christ, may all divisions be healed.   
   In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
   may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   

 
 
Prayer of Jesus adapted from the Rev. Sarah Agnew 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version:  
 
Divine Source of Love and Life, 
Holy is your unspeakable name. 
May your Way of Love resound through earth, 
heaven in our midst. 
All we need to live and thrive 
we receive from you, Creator; 
forgive us when we turn away, 
as we forgive each other. 
Keep us on the path of Wisdom, 
away from wicked tyranny; 
Holy Spirit breathe through us, 
empower us with hope. 
From you, through you and in you, 
are all things, now and always; 
to you be all honor and praise. Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the peace of God in 
Jesus the Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
 
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are the body and blood of Christ, the instruments of God’s peace in the world.   
 We are called to be the hope this weary world needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Let There be Peace on Earth  
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be 
With God our Creator, we are family 
Let us walk with each other, in perfect harmony. 
 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow 
To take each moment and live each moment, in peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
 
Prayer After Communioniii  
 
God of surprises, you call us from the narrowness of our traditions to new ways of being church, 
from the captivities of our culture to creative witness for justice, 
from the smallness of our horizons to the bigness of your vision. 
 
Clear the way in us, your people, that we might call others to freedom and renewed faith. 
 
Jesus, wounded healer, you call us from preoccupation with our own histories and hurts to daily 
tasks of peacemaking, from privilege and protocol to partnership and pilgrimage, from isolation 
and insularity to inclusive community. 
 
Clear the way in us, your people, that we might call others to wholeness and integrity. 
 
Holy, transforming Spirit, you call us from fear to faithfulness, from clutter to clarity, 
from a desire to control to deeper trust, from the refusal to love to a readiness to risk. 
 
Clear the way in us, your people, that we might all know the beauty and power and danger of 
the gospel. 
 
Together we pray… Amen. 
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Closing Blessing 
 
The world now is too dangerous and too beautiful for anything but love.  
May our eyes be so blessed that we see God in everyone,  
and our ears so blessed that we hear the cries of those who are impoverished and in need.  
May our hands be so blessed that everything we touch becomes a blessing, 
 and our lips so blessed that we speak nothing but the truth with love.  
May our feet be so blessed that we run to those who need us, 
 and our heart so opened, so set on fire, that our love changes everything.  
Let the church say…. Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Our mass has ended. Our work to be peacemakers continues. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day  
 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 
Their old familiar carols play 
And wild and sweet their songs repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to all.  
And the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
 
And in despair I bowed my head: 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said 
“For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to all.” 
But the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
 
Then ringing singing on its way 
The world revolved from night to day 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good will to all. 
And the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
Do you hear the bells they’re ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
This Christmas finds many of us separated from family and friends, celebrating the season in new 
(and perhaps unusual) ways. Despite the distance that separates us, and the fact that we cannot 

gather as we normally would, we invite you to gather with us online as we celebrate this 
Christmas Season, remember the Christ Child that brings Hope to our weary world. As the 

pandemic surges, may you and all your loved ones be safe and healthy. May the Divine Love 
made flesh in the Christ child bring you Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love this Christmas season.  

 
We hope that you will be able to join us this Christmas Season:  

• Sunday, January 3: Feast of the Epiphany, 5pm PST  
• Sunday, January 10: Baptism of Jesus, 5pm PST  

 
Zoom Links and worship aids can be found at: 

 https://www.mmacc.org/liturgy/livestream-online-liturgy 
We will also livestream to facebook: 

 https://www.facebook.com/mmacc.org/videos 
 

~ 
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 
 

 
i Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
ii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
iii Gwyn Cashmore and Joan Puls, From One Race the Human Race: Racial Justice Sunday 2003, published by Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland: Churches Commission for Racial Justice, London. 
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/june-2014/prayers-justice-reconciliation-and-peace  


