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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

A Thrill of Hope: A Weary World Rejoices 
Feast of the Holy Families  

December 27, 2020 
 

Introduction 
 
This advent, our inspiration was “A thrill of Hope, a weary world rejoices” inspired by the lyrics 
of the songs “O Holy Night” and “Light Dawns on a Weary World,” which became our Advent 
psalm. For many of us, 2020 has been a year like no other – we have raised our voices against 
injustice and been faced with a global pandemic. We have lost friends and loved ones. We have 
shifted from in-person worship with hugs and holding hands to online worship via zoom. We may 
find ourselves weary and worn down. And yet Christmas comes, in the midst of everything, the 
Christ child breaking into our lives, birthing hope anew in, through, and with us.  
 



 2 

 
Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. Please also join us in saying the bold spoken responses 
in your home.  
 
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
 
Opening Song – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!     
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, such good news of joy they bring. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Such good news of joy they bring! 
  
Christ, by highest heaven adored:  Christ, the everlasting One. 
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the maiden’s womb: 
Now in flesh the God we see, hail th’incarnate deity. 
Pleased as we together dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Such good news of joy they bring!  
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 And also with you.  
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Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

[All are invited to ring bells or other noisemakers as we sing the Gloria] 
 
Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echo back their joyous strains. (R) 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be  
which inspire your heav’nly song. (R) 
 
See Christ in a manger laid,  
Whom the choirs of angels praise 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise.  
 
Opening Prayeri 
 
Long-Awaited One, we have prayed, we have kept watch, we have longed for your presence. 
And you, faithful one, have come bearing the flesh of the earth. Into the heart of struggle, a new 
hope is born. This miracle of love is threatened by state violence. Turned away by the arrogant. 
Made vulnerable to hunger and despair. Let all the earth be a shelter.Let solidarity be our praise. 
Blessed are those who perceive, who protect, who nurture Christ among us. Teach us to 
perceive. Do not let us pass you by. Let us come together to behold! Amen.  
 
First Reading                  Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-7 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis: 

The word of God came to Abram in a vision.  “Do not be afraid Abram!  I am your shield!  Your 
reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O God, my God, what use are Your gifts to me?  I 
am childless.  You have given me no heir, so one of my servants will inherit all I have.”  God 
replied, “Such a one will not be your heir.  Your own child will be your heir.”  Then, taking 
Abram outside, God said, “Look up to the heavens and count the stars in the sky, if you can.  Just 
so will your descendants be.”  Abram put faith in God who credited it to him as righteousness. 

… 
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God visited Sarah as promised and made good on the word spoken to her.  At the set time, Sarah 
conceived and gave birth to a baby whom Abraham would father even in his old age.  Sarah bore 
a son, who was named Isaac.  When Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as 
God had commanded.  Abraham was a hundred years old when Isaac was born.  Sarah then 
said, “God has given me cause to laugh, and all who hear of it will laugh with me. Who would 
have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse children?  Yet I have borne a child in his old age.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  20 rendered by Nan Merrill  
 
Our psalm response is: Love triumphs over fear! 
R: Love triumphs over fear! 
 
May the Great Birther who created you in wholeness,  
comfort you when you call! 
May the Name of Love be your protection 
 and rise up in your heart as a tower of strength! 
May all you have given in gratitude and with open hands 
 be returned to you a hundredfold! 
May your heart’s desires and all of Love’s plans for you 
 be fulfilled in due season! 
R: Love triumphs over fear! 
 
Let us shout for joy as Love triumphs over fear! 
Let our thankful hearts sing in loud acclamation to the Beloved, who answers our heartfelt 
prayers for well-being. 
Now I know that Love comes to all who open their hearts,  
and dwells therein, offering gifts of peace and harmony. 
R: Love triumphs over fear! 
 
Some may boast of wealth and personal power. 
They will stumble and fall. 
Let us boast of the One who comes in the Name of Love! 
We shall rise up strong and sure. 
R: Love triumphs over fear! 
 
O Beloved, You created us. 
You bless us with Your Love, 
For You are the Divine Guest 
 dwelling within our hearts. 
R: Love triumphs over fear!  
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Second Reading         Hebrews 11:8,11-12 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: 
 
It was by faith that Abraham and Sarah followed the call to set out for a country that was to be 
the inheritance given to them and their descendants.  They set out without knowing where they 
were going. 
 
It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive.  She 
believed that the One who made the promise was faithful.  Because of this, there came from one 
couple, and one who already had the mark of death, descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: O Holy Night      
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear babies birth. 
Long lay the world in pain and suff’ring pining. 
‘Till Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices! 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees. Oh hear, the angel voices. 
O night divine, Night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night divine 
 
Truly God taught us to love one another 
God’s law is love and a gospel of peace 
Chains shall we break 
For we share one humanity 
And in God’s name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns joy, in grateful chorus raise we. 
Let all within us praise God’s holy name. 
 
Christ is born! Oh hear the Angel voices. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. (Repeat) 
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Gospel          Luke 2:22-40 
 
Our God is with you.   And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
 
After eight days had passed since Jesus’ birth, it was time to circumcise the child.  He was named 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to God at the Temple.  As it is written in the Law of 
God, “Every firstborn male shall be consecrated to God.”  They offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the Law of God, “a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.”  
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  This man was upright and devout, 
looking forward to the restoration of Israel.  The Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had set eyes on God’s Messiah.  
Prompted by the Spirit, Simeon came into the Temple.  When the parents brought in the baby, 
Jesus, to do for him what the Law required, Simeon took the babe in his arms and praised God: 
 
“Now, my God, You are dismissing Your servant in peace, 
   according to Your word. 
My eyes have seen Your liberation 
   which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples:  
A revelation to the Gentiles 
   and radiant glory to Your people, Israel.”  
 
The child’s mother and father were amazed, wondering at the things being said about him.  
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, “This child is destined for the rise and fall of 
many in Israel, and destined to be a sign that is rejected so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be laid bare.  And a sword will pierce your heart too.” 
 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was well 
on in years.  She had only been married seven years as a young woman, then she lived as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple.  She worshipped night and day with 
fasting and prayer.  She came forward just at that moment, and began to praise God.  She spoke 
about the child to all who were awaiting the liberation of Jerusalem. 
  
When Mary and Joseph had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of God, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 
The favor of God was upon him. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily         Pastor Kori Pacyniak 
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Profession of Faith - adapted from a poem by Brian Wren  
please join in the response – Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
   Good is the flesh that the Word has become, 
  good is the birthing, the milk in the breast, 
  good is the feeding, caressing and rest, 
  good is the body for knowing the world, 
   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
  Good is the body for knowing the world, 
  sensing the sunlight, the tug of the ground, 
  feeling, perceiving, within and around, 
  good is the body, from cradle to grave, 
   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
   Good is the body, from cradle to grave, 
  growing and aging, arousing, impaired, 
  happy in clothing, or lovingly bared, 
  good is the pleasure of God in our flesh, 
   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
   Good is the pleasure of God in our flesh, 
  longing in all, as in Jesus, to dwell, 
  glad of embracing, and tasting, and smell, 
  good is the body, for good and for God, 
   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Our lives are lived in families, for better and for worse.  Let us ask God, who has become part of 
our human family, for all that we and the whole world need. 
  
Our response:   Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
 
That we embrace all children in love as they seek to discern the meaning of their lives and the 
values by which they will live … we pray … Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
 
Abraham and Sarah set out in trust, without knowing where they were going.  That we likewise 
move forward in trust and hope … we pray ... Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
 
That, like Simeon, our eyes also might see God’s liberation … we pray ... Holy One, You have 
made us family with You.   
 
In thanksgiving for our human ability to see ever farther into the depth and breadth of the 
cosmos, and for the wisdom to safeguard our nurturing home planet among the cosmic vastness 
… we pray … Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
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 For those who cause us pain, and strain the bonds of family love and fidelity to the breaking 
point and beyond … we pray as Jesus said we should … Holy One, You have made us family 
with You.   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-filled Incarnation 
community of joys and sorrows.  We remember as well the universal needs of all of us, who have 
been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly.   
 
Response: Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep  in the silence of our hearts . . .    

(Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online community 
prayer book . . . we pray …  Holy One, You have made us family with You.   
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
Holy One, we thank you for all types of families: families of origin and chosen families. Families 
of circumstance and queer families. Bless all types of families, especially those who are 
separated, struggling, or hurting in any way. May we become a welcoming family, and a loving 
home, for all in need. Together, we pray… Amen. 
 
Offertory Song – Gift of Love 
 
Gift of love, burning bright, pierces through endless night: 
God of life, sharing might, all creation holding, 
earth and sky enfolding. R 
 
Gift of love, love, love.  
Gift of love, love, love. 
Glory be, God, to You, God of life and mercy. 
 
Jesus came on the earth, Gift of love, humble birth; 
shared our life, gave us worth; calling forth, inviting, 
Spirit now uniting. R 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining 
us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Pray that our offering moves us into the mystery and wonder of this holy night.  
 Speak Your silent Presence in and among us. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
God of grace, we thank you for this bread and wine, and for the gift of families of all shapes and 
sizes and kinds. God of hope, fill us with your Spirit today and strengthen us to be followers of 
Jesus, emissaries of hope, love, peace, and joy in a broken world. Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriii  
 
God dwells in you.  
 And also with you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God with us. 
 To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
 
Living and Loving God, Mary, Joseph and Jesus travelled as refugees to Egypt, and became 
strangers in a strange land, separated from loved ones, their community and familiar 
surroundings.  Today we remember women, men, and children who are separated from their 
families, homes, and communities because of selfishness, broken relationships, greed, hatred, 
famine, and war.  Encourage and enable us to move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity 
with all who cry out for understanding, help, and love.  With all Your people, we sing our song 
of praise:iv 
 
Sanctus        O Holy Night  
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Baby's birth 
Long lay the world in pain and suff'ring pining 
'Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn' 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angels' voices 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
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Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth. In Jesus, Hope is born. Born of our sister Mary in a 
town called Bethlehem, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us 
as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we 
are, in need of human love. Yet magi bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were 
troubled by his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  
 
In the mystery of Jesus, word and wisdom made flesh, You came to share in our struggles, and to 
cause Your love to shine in our hearts. We give thanks for Your Divine Love, who reveals the 
sacred in the ordinary: in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people 
and neighbors to one another. 

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 

 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us and through 
us. Let Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine, to sanctify and transform them to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love. We 
remember that… 
 

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 

This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
[Pause] 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 

This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

God’s Word and Wisdom became flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 
We remember in prayer all leaders, secular and religious. We hear Your Voice calling us to 
change.  May they, and we, hear Your call for peace and justice and make this world a better 
place for people of every race, gender, nationality, and age.  
 
We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities because of the 
pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, or war. Remember all of us, gathered 
today from locations all across the world.  We remember all who now journey through sickness 
and suffering. We remember all who have died into the fullness of communion with You, 
especially members of our MMACC community. We remember those whose lives have been 
blighted by violence, racism, or poverty – all whom the world counts as last and least. 
 
Holy One, You poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope.  Pour out 
Your Spirit upon us gathered here.  As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us 
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope.  Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.  
Reinforce our courage to make the Christmas promise a reality. 
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    Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
   With Christ, may all creation be one.  
   In Christ, may all divisions be healed.   
   In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
   may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
 

 
Prayer of Jesusv         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
Unto us a child is born, Love Incarnate. 
May the peace of God-with-us, Emmanuel, be with you this night and always.   
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
 
 
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are born of God's Dazzling Silence and into God’s Holy Mystery.   
 We are called to be the hope this weary world needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: What Child is This?  
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  
This, this is Christ the One, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary. 
  
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, the silent Word is pleading.  (R) 
  
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, rich in homage;  
our God made known, creation sings, let loving hearts give glory.  (R) 
 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
In our friendships, in our families, in our faith communities, help us to bear with one another, O 
God. Not with patience that pacifies of excuse abuse, but with commitment to the messy and 
difficult work of love, truth, confrontation, and compassion. May we struggle together to 
transform systems of evil that tear us apart and work to repair that which has done harm so that 
we may be about the work of building a community, a family, of love, truth, and peace. We 
pray… Amen. 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
May the transforming acceptance of Mary and Joseph, the imagination of the shepherds, and the 
persistence of the magi guide us as we seek the Truth, always moving toward the Divine promise.  
Always aware God can be hidden in the frailest among us, always open to the unexpected flash 
of Grace, to the showing forth of that Love that embraces us all. Let the church say…. Amen. 
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Sending Forth 
 
Let us go forth in peace and joy, celebrating the birth of Jesus. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day  
 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 
Their old familiar carols play 
And wild and sweet their songs repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to all.  
And the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
 
And in despair I bowed my head: 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said 
“For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to all.” 
But the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
 
Then ringing singing on its way 
The world revolved from night to day 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good will to all. 
And the bells are ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
Do you hear the bells they’re ringing:  
Peace on Earth. Peace on Earth.  
Peace on Earth, good will to all.   
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
This Christmas finds many of us separated from family and friends, celebrating the season in new 
(and perhaps unusual) ways. Despite the distance that separates us, and the fact that we cannot 

gather as we normally would, we invite you to gather with us online as we celebrate this 
Christmas Season, remember the Christ Child that brings Hope to our weary world. As the 

pandemic surges, may you and all your loved ones be safe and healthy. May the Divine Love 
made flesh in the Christ child bring you Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love this Christmas season.  

 
We hope that you will be able to join us this Christmas Season:  
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• Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Mass 7pm PST  
• Sunday, December 27: Feast of Holy Families, 5pm PST 

• Friday, January 1: New Years Day Liturgy for Peace, 10am PST  
• Sunday, January 3: Feast of the Epiphany, 5pm PST  
• Sunday, January 10: Baptism of Jesus, 5pm PST  

 
Zoom Links and worship aids can be found at: 

 https://www.mmacc.org/liturgy/livestream-online-liturgy 
We will also livestream to facebook: 

 https://www.facebook.com/mmacc.org/videos 
 

~ 
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/    
 
 

 
i Opening Prayer adapted from “Liturgy Enfleshed,” courtesy of enfleshed.com. Used with permission.  
ii Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
iii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
iv Eucharistic Prayer Preface adapted from a prayer by Geoff Duncan.  
v The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


