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Introduction
This advent, our inspiration was “A thrill of Hope, a weary world rejoices” inspired by the lyrics
of the songs “O Holy Night” and “Light Dawns on a Weary World,” which became our Advent
psalm. For many of us, 2020 has been a year like no other – we have raised our voices against
injustice and been faced with a global pandemic. We have lost friends and loved ones. We have
shifted from in-person worship with hugs and holding hands to online worship via zoom. We may
find ourselves weary and worn down. And yet Christmas comes, in the midst of everything, the
Christ child breaking into our lives, birthing hope anew in, through, and with us.
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Carols
Please join us in singing along to these songs of the season.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing, such good news of joy they bring.
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, Such good news of joy they bring!
Christ, by highest heaven adored: Christ, the everlasting One.
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the maiden’s womb:
Now in flesh the God we see, hail th’incarnate deity.
Pleased as we together dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, Such good news of joy they bring!
The First Noël
The first Noël, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in field as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noël, Noël, Noël, Noël: born is the babe of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night. (R)
And by the light of that same star
Three magi came from country far;
To seek for a son was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went. (R)
This star drew nigh to the northwest,
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay. (R)
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear
That glorious song of old
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold
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Peace on the earth good will to all
From heaven’s the voices ring
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing
Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled
And still their heavenly music floats
For all the weary world
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing
For lo!, the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.
What Child is This?
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the One, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, the silent Word is pleading. (R)
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, rich in homage;
our God made known, creation sings, let loving hearts give glory. (R)

Silent Night
Silent Night, Holy Night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin, mother and child
Holy infant, so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace.
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Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven above.
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia!
Christ the Servant is born,
Christ the Servant is born.
[bridge]
Silent night, holy night,
Child of God, Love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of affirming grace,
Jesus, Christ at Thy birth,
Jesus, Christ at Thy birth.
Welcome
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here,
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with
you to share in our spiritual communion. Please also join us in saying the bold spoken responses
in your home.
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we
begin with our opening song.
Opening Song – O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love
Oh morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth.
And sing to God who brings great love, and peace to all on earth.
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Creative Darkness, closest Friend, you whisper in the night;
you calm our fears as unknown paths surprise us with new sight.
We marvel at your bounty, your gifts so full and free,
unfolding as you waken us to new reality.
Reading: Prologue to the Gospel attributed to John / Christmas Proclamation
In the beginning was the Word, God’s Wisdom.
Wisdom was with God, and Wisdom was God.
Wisdom, God’s Word, was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through the Word.
Nothing came to be without Wisdom.
From the creation of the world,
when in the beginning God created the universe, 13.7 billion years,
From the formation of the first galaxies, 10 billion years,
From the formation of our galaxy, sun and solar system, five billion years,
From the formation of planet Earth, 4.6 billion years,
From the origin of life on Earth, the first living cells, 3.5 billion years,
From the time when the continents of earth stabilized, 2.5 billion years,
From the time of the first ice age, 2.3 billion years,
From the birth of sea life and fish in the ocean, 550 million years,
From the first plants and vegetation on land, 400 million years,
From the age of the dinosaurs, 230 million years,
From the age of the first apes and monkeys, 35 million years,
From the age of Homo habilis, 2.6 million years,
From the time of Homo erectus and the use of tools, 1 million years,
From the time of the first female from whom all human DNA can be traced,
160,000 years,
From the time of Homo sapiens and the use of language, 80,000 years,
From the time of the last ice age, 12,000 years,
From the time of the first cities, 10,000 years,
From the invention of phonetic writing, 3,500 years,
From the time of the flourishing of civilization in Egypt, 3,000 years,
From the time of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar and the Forebears of Faith, 1,925 years,
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From Moses, Miriam, and Aaron and the coming of the Israelites out of Egypt,
1,280 years,
From the anointing of the House of David,1,011 years,
From the time of the prophets Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, 750 years,
In the 194th Olympiad,
In the year 752 since the founding of the city of Rome,
From the time of the poet Homer, 700 years,
From the time of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, 450 years,
In the 42nd year of the empire of Octavian Augustus,
when Rome enforced peace by military might,
Jesus the Christ is born in Bethlehem of Judah,
to a woman named Mary.
In the fullness of time,
the Word became flesh;
Wisdom pitched Her tent among us.
We have seen this glory, the very glory of God,
full of grace and truth.
No one has ever seen the Holy One;
but Wisdom, God’s Word,
has made God known.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Song: Star-Child/ Niño: Es Astro
Spanish Translation by Raquel Gutiérrez-Achón

Shirley Erena Murray

Niño: es astro, Mediador de Dios;
Niño Cristo, De los cielos luz.
Oh Dios, dale en esta Navidad,
Un día de Felicidad a la humanidad.
Star-Child, earth-Child, go between of God,
love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod:
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for ev’ryone, ev’ryone alive.
Es esperanza, es Niño del Señor;
Niño humano, Astro de fulgor.
Oh Dios, dale en esta Navidad,
Un día de Felicidad a la humanidad.
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Opening Rite
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:
+ In the name of God who shares divinity with us,
Jesus, who shares humanity with us;
And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High
[All are invited to ring bells or other noisemakers as we sing the Gloria]
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echo back their joyous strains. (R)
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
which inspire your heav’nly song. (R)
See Christ in a manger laid,
Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise.

Opening Prayer
O God of love, you have brought us together tonight and blessed us with your very
self. Tonight, your word and wisdom take on human flesh. Open our eyes to the
light of Christ which glows in a world engulfed in apathy, pain and loss; a world
separated from you. Open our ears that we may hear the good news you bring.
Bring us into the wonder of your presence. Fill us with your light and love that we
may carry it with us into our lives. Together we pray… Amen.
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First Reading
A Reading from Prophet Isaiah:

Isaiah 60:1-2, 4a, 5ab, 15cd

Rise up in splendor, O people!
Your Messiah has come.
Glorious rays shine upon you.
Fertile darkness enfolded Earth.
Woolen clouds swaddled the human race.
Long nights guided you in quiet preparation.
And now, God has dawned upon you.
Glorious will be your awakening!
Raise your eyes and look!
You shall be radiant at what you see.
Your heart shall throb and overflow.
This day will make you the pride of ages,
a joy for generation after generation that comes after you.
Rise up in splendor. The Messiah has come.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 97:1-6, 11-12
Our psalm response is: Delight in God, O people!
God is! Let all the earth rejoice!
From heartlands to coastlands—celebrate!
Swirling clouds and holy darkness
are your cloak, O God.
Righteousness and justice are Your foundation.
Delight in God, O people!
The whole cosmos resounds with Your justice,
all nations will behold Your glory.
Dawn will come for the cause of the just!
Joy is for the upright of heart!
Delight in God, O people!
Delight in God, O people!
You were wrapped in divine darkness
and born into holy light.
Give thanks to the Radiant One!
Delight in God, O people!
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Reading
A Reading from the Book of Hebrews:

Hebrews 1:1-3, 6, 8-9

In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways. In these last days, God has spoken to us through Jesus, the Christ, heir of all things,
through whom the cosmos was made. This Cosmic Christ is the radiance of God’s glory and the
fullness of God’s being, sustaining all things with a living Word, with Wisdom.
After Jesus’ life and death and resurrection, the Cosmic Christ filled the majesty of the heavens.
When God brings a holy child into the world, God says:
“Let all God’s angels praise.”
About the Christ, God says:
“Your reign will last for ever and ever!
A scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kin-dom.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Song – Gift of Love
Gift of love, burning bright, pierces through endless night:
God of life, sharing might, all creation holding,
earth and sky enfolding. R
Gift of love, love, love.
Gift of love, love, love.
Glory be, God, to You, God of life and mercy.
Jesus came on the earth, Gift of love, humble birth;
shared our life, gave us worth; calling forth, inviting,
Spirit now uniting. R
Reading

Excerpts from the letters of Dietrich Bonhoeffer

A Reading from the letters of theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer:
Life in a prison cell may well be compared to Advent. One waits, hopes, and does this, that, or
the other--things that are really of no consequence--the door is shut, and can only be opened
from the outside.
We can, and should also, celebrate Christmas despite the ruins around us...I think of you as you
now sit together with the children and with all the Advent decorations--as in earlier years you did
with us. We must do this, even more intensively because we do not know how much longer we
have.
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We shall both experience a few difficult hours--why should we disguise that from each
other? We shall ponder the incomprehensibility of our lot and be assailed by the question of
why, over and above the horrors already enshrouding humanity, we should be subjected to the
bitter anguish of a separation whose purpose we fail to understand...
And then, just when everything is bearing down on us to such an extent that we can scarcely
withstand it, the Christmas message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong. Our eyes are at
fault, that is all. God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness, succor in
abandonment. No evil can befall us; whatever humans may do to us, they cannot but serve the
God who is secretly revealed as love and rules the world and our lives.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: O Holy Night
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear babies birth.
Long lay the world in pain and suff’ring pining.
‘Till Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth.
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoicesl
For younger breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees. Oh hear, the angel voices.
O night divine, Night when Christ was born
O night divine, O night divine
True! God taught us to love one another
God’s law is love and a gospel of peace
Chains shall we break
For we share one humanity
And in God’s name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns joy, in grateful chorus raise we.
Let all within us praise God’s holy name.
Christ is born! Oh hear the Angel voices.
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine.
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. (Repeat)
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Gospel

Luke 1:1-20

Our God is with you.
And also with you.
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke. Glory to You, O God.
In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first census and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David and Bathsheba. He went to be registered, with Mary, to whom he was pledged to be
married and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to her firstborn and
wrapped the babe in bands of cloth. She laid her newborn in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
In that region, there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel, a messenger of God, stood before them. The glory of God shone around
them. They were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For look, I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all people:
To you is born this day, in the city of David, the Messiah, the Anointed One. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly beings, praising God, singing, “Glory
to God in the highest heaven! On earth peace among all God's people!”
When the angels departed, retreating into cosmic splendor, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let ‘s go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which God has made known
to us.”
They went with haste. They found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about the child. All who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart.
The shepherds returned to their pastures, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, just as they had been told.
The Gospel of God.
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.
Homily

Pastor Kori Pacyniak
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Profession of Faith - adapted from a poem by Brian Wren
please join in the response – Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Good is the flesh that the Word has become,
good is the birthing, the milk in the breast,
good is the feeding, caressing and rest,
good is the body for knowing the world,
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Good is the body for knowing the world,
sensing the sunlight, the tug of the ground,
feeling, perceiving, within and around,
good is the body, from cradle to grave,
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Good is the body, from cradle to grave,
growing and aging, arousing, impaired,
happy in clothing, or lovingly bared,
good is the pleasure of God in our flesh,
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Good is the pleasure of God in our flesh,
longing in all, as in Jesus, to dwell,
glad of embracing, and tasting, and smell,
good is the body, for good and for God,
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Prayers of the Peoplei
This night is alive with light in darkness, with the music of the cosmos, with the living promise of
peace and justice. God has taken on humanity, so that we may take on divinity. Let us ask Godwith-us for all that we and all creation need.
Our response: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
That we reaffirm our solidarity in love and service with those who are
impoverished and broken enough to welcome God in the most unlikely
faces and places … we pray ...
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
That all leaders of churches and nations be set afire with new passion to end
division and to build peace and justice for God’s people and God’s planet … we
pray …
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
In thanksgiving for the invitation to trust and rest in God’s darkness, as well as sing
and dance in God’s dazzling light, all the days of our life … we pray …
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Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
That we become ever more deeply attuned to your angel messengers and to your
message in flesh, the Chosen and Anointed One … we pray …
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
For all those who ridicule us for our abiding faith and hope, in the face of a broken
and violence-weary world … we pray as Jesus said we should …
Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spiritfilled Incarnation community of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the
universal needs of all of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the
racism, injustice, and violence of our time.
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your
prayer briefly and clearly.
Response: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .
(Short pause)
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online
community prayer book . . . we pray …
Good is the flesh that the Word has become
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:
Holy One, on this night when the Word becomes flesh and dwells among us, hear the prayers on
our lips and the desires of our hearts. Come to all who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit,
especially those suffering from the effects of Covid-19 and bring your healing touch. Come to the
hungry places, bringing hope. Come to the despairing places, bringing justice. Come to the
lonely places, bringing love. Come in us, and through us, and even despite us. That all may join
the angels’ song. Together, we pray… Amen.
Offertory Song – O Come All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold Love, born to fill the cosmos;
O come let us receive Love, O come, let us receive Love.
O come, let us receive Love; Jesus the Christ
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n to Love!
Glory to God, glory in the highest; R
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Yes, Child, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n;
Word of our God, now in flesh appearing; R
Our Eucharist
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining
us in our hunger.
Blessed be God forever.
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.
Blessed be God forever.
Pray that our offering moves us into the mystery and wonder of this holy night.
Speak Your silent Presence in and among us.
Prayer with our Gifts
Word made flesh, life of the world,
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayerii
The Holy One be with you.
And also with you
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:
We open our hearts to you, O God.
Let us give thanks to God with us.
To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise
At the birth of Jesus, shepherds lifted their eyes to the sight of angels. Eastern star-watchers saw a
sign in the heavens. Two people raised their faces in praise for a child born when there was no
room in the inn. Holy One, tonight we find joy in the image of Your coming to us in the form of
the Christ child. You come to us in this busy season to make all things new. You make room for
us, even when there is no room at the inn. We join our voices in singing the ancient hymn of
praise:
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Sanctus

O Holy Night

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear Baby's birth
Long lay the world in pain and suff'ring pining
'Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn'
Fall on your knees, O hear the angels' voices
O night divine, O night when Christ was born
O night divine, O night, O night divine.
Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth. Born of our sister Mary in a town called
Bethlehem, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us as a baby,
humbly born, cradled beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we are, in need
of human love. Yet magi bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by
his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.
In the mystery of Jesus, word and wisdom made flesh, You came to share in our struggles, and to
cause Your love to shine in our hearts. We give thanks for Your Divine Love, who reveals the
sacred in the ordinary: in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people
and neighbors to one another.
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine]
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in
us and through us. Jesus fed his disciples Your bread of Life that they might
become Light and Love for the world. Feed us, your disciples, gathered this holy
night, that we may become Light and Love for the world. Let Your Spirit come upon
these gifts of bread and wine, to sanctify and transform them to become You in us,
the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love. We
remember that…
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.
This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”
[Pause]
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink.
This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
God’s Word and Wisdom became flesh, and dwelt among us.
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We remember in prayer all leaders, secular and religious. We remember all who are separated
from their families, homes, and communities because of the pandemic, or because of selfishness,
greed, hatred, famine, or war. Remember all of us, gathered today from locations all across the
world. We remember all who now journey through sickness and suffering. We remember all
who have died into the fullness of communion with You, especially members of our MMACC
community. We remember those whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty
– all whom the world counts as last and least.
Holy One, You poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope. Pour out
Your Spirit upon us gathered here. As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.
Reinforce our courage to make the Christmas promise a reality.
Through Christ, may all creation unfold.
With Christ, may all creation be one.
In Christ, may all divisions be healed.
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.

AMÉN/AMEN
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Prayer of Jesusiii
Kosits
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:
Loving God in whom is heaven;
May your name be honored everywhere.
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire
Be done in us, by us, and through us.
Give us the bread we need for each day;
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others.
And keep us from all anxiety and fear
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory
Forever and ever amen.
16

Sign of Peace
Unto us a child is born, Love Incarnate.
May the peace of God-with-us, Emmanuel, be with you this night and always.
And also with you.
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace.
Lamb of God

Angrisano

Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.
We are born of God's Dazzling Silence and into God’s Holy Mystery.
We are called to be the hope this weary world needs.
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen.
Communion Song: Go Tell it On the Mountain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching, over silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light. R.
The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus, that hailed the Christ child’s birth. R.
And so, when they had seen it, they all bowed down and prayed,
Then they traveled on together, to where the babe was laid. R.
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. R.

Prayer After Communion - “The Risk of Birth” by Madeleine L’Engle
This is no time for a child to be born,
With the earth betrayed by war & hate
And a comet slashing the sky to warn
That time runs out & the sun burns late.
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That was no time for a child to be born,
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome;
Honor & truth were trampled to scorn—
Yet here did the Holy One make a home.
When is the time for love to be born?
The inn is full on the planet earth,
And by a comet the sky is torn—
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.
Together we pray…. Amen.
Closing Blessing
May the coming of Christ deepen your wonder and widen your gratitude. Let the church say…
Amen.
May the helpless child bring forth your tenderness and strengthen your love. Let the church say…
Amen.
May the gentle mother give you courage to embrace the holy and find the divine in yourself. Let
the church say… Amen.
May the holy family open your heart to the poor, the homeless, the refugee. Let the church say…
Amen.
May the child sought by soldiers embolden you to cry out and empower you to resist injustice.
Let the church say… Amen.
May the angels who sing around you awaken your heart and surround you with beauty. Let the
church say… Amen.
May the One Who Comes into our hearts this holy night remind you of your belovedness and fill
you with kindness & mercy, and give you joy. Let the church say… Amen.
Sending Forth
Let us go forth in peace and joy, celebrating the birth of Jesus. .
Thanks be to God.
Closing Song: Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Christ is come
and Christ will come again.
Let ev’ry heart prepare Christ room,
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing.
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Joy to the earth for our God reigns:
Let us our songs employ!
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
God rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of God’s righteousness,
and wonders of God’s love, and wonders of God’s love, and wonders, wonders of God’s love.

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.
This Christmas finds many of us separated from family and friends, celebrating the season in new
(and perhaps unusual) ways. Despite the distance that separates us, and the fact that we cannot
gather as we normally would, we invite you to gather with us online as we celebrate this
Christmas Season, remember the Christ Child that brings Hope to our weary world. As the
pandemic surges, may you and all your loved ones be safe and healthy. May the Divine Love
made flesh in the Christ child bring you Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love this Christmas season.
We hope that you will be able to join us this Christmas Season:
• Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Mass 7pm PST
• Sunday, December 27: Feast of Holy Families, 5pm PST
• Friday, January 1: New Years Day Liturgy for Peace, 10am PST
• Sunday, January 3: Feast of the Epiphany, 5pm PST
• Sunday, January 10: Baptism of Jesus, 5pm PST
Zoom Links and worship aids can be found at:
https://www.mmacc.org/liturgy/livestream-online-liturgy
We will also livestream to facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/mmacc.org/videos
~
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate.
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.
No copyright infringement is intended.
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.;
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.
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Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/

i

Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC.
Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.
iii
The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits.
ii
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