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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

December 13, 2020  
 

Our Advent Focus & Colors 
 
This advent, our inspiration is “A thrill of Hope, a weary world rejoices” inspired by the lyrics of 
the songs “O Holy Night” and “Light Dawns on a Weary World.” For many of us, 2020 has been 
a year like no other – we have raised our voices against injustice and been faced with a global 
pandemic. We have lost friends and loved ones. We have shifted from in-person worship with 
hugs and holding hands to online worship via zoom. Although new and different, we have 
managed to grow our community beyond the San Diego area. In this season of joyful anticipation 
for the birth of the Christ child, we celebrate our shared history, and look with hope towards 
what the future might bring.  
 
Why Blue? Advent means “coming or arrival,” and the reason for the season is anticipation and 
preparation for the birth of the Christ child and the eventual second coming. In the early church, 
however, it was a time for candidates to prepare for church membership. After the fourth 
century, it became a time for preparation for Christmas, and penitence was added as a standard 
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for the whole church in the Middle Ages! Recently, many Christian churches (including MMACC) 
are again shifting the emphasis of Advent from a penitential season, such as Lent, to a celebration 
of hope and anticipation.  That in no means takes away from the fact that Advent is also a time of 
preparation and introspection.  
 
In an effort to again distinguish between Advent and Lent, some denominations have changed the 
color of Advent to various shades of blue. (The early 12th century Black Canon of the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre ordered black as the color for Advent!) But, blue is by no means new to our 
church either. Before the 12th century, it was used in the Western Church. It was often specified 
that it be an indigo to represent the darkness before the birth. Early art shows church leaders in 
ornately decorated blue robes. Shades of blue symbolize royalty, hope, the night sky before the 
dawn, the sea before creation, and Mary. (Some historians suggest that northern European dyes 
were made from berries that produced blue while southern Europe was able to make purple 
dyes.) 
   
Tradition puts the rose-colored candle in the Advent wreath---not to symbolize Mary, but to 
reflect the lessening emphasis on penitence, the nearing of the end of the fast, the pending birth, 
and the second coming. Rose or pink represents joy. The 3rd Sunday in Advent marks the 
halfway point, and we are allowed to be excited for the coming event. In the Roman Catholic 
tradition, it is called Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin for “rejoice.” It takes its name from one of 
the traditional readings from Philippians which begins, “Rejoice in God always.”  

 
Prelude 
 
On this feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, we offer Tony Alonso’s “Letanía 
a la Madre de las Americas” as our prelude. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBYpno1HvEI  
 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. Please also join us in saying the bold spoken responses 
in your home.  
 
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
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Opening Song – La Virgen de Guadalupei  
      Fray Alejandro R. Ferreirós OFM Conv/Anónimo 
 
Refrain:  
La Virgen de Guadalupe, Estrella de la mañana,  
ojos negros, piel morena: mi virgencita americana.  
Protectora de los pobres, crisol de todas las razas,  
transformaste a nuestra tierra, en continente de esperanza. 
 
1. Toda vestida de sol con la luna a tus pies,  
coronada de estrellas: las tribus de Israel.  
Preñada del Hombre Nuevo, Ciudad Santa de Dios,  
Arca del testamento, Madre del Redentor. 
 
2. Jerusalén esperada, Monte de salvación,  
Madre de los vivientes, Hija de Sión.  
Virgen inmaculada, Asunta en plenitud,  
Mediadora de gracia, Bendición y Salud. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness and Advent Wreath Prayerii  
 
In this season of Advent, when the days grow shorter and the nights grow longer, we come to 
know you, Holy One, as Wisdom Incarnate, as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life, as Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love, Incarnate. You come to us as the Stranger, and the Strange. Often, we do not 
recognize you. Often, we turn away from your gifts and your call. Yet you come to us in 
Wilderness, in the Impossible Made Possible, in Silence and Singing and Sighs Too Deep for 
Words. You are made known to us in Vulnerability, and Courage, and Divesting from the Powers 
of Empire. We come to you this Advent in need, with longing, in pain, desiring a more just 
world, a more livable life for all of us, for the earth, for every living thing caught and held in this 
inescapable network of mutual interdependence we call this one wild and precious Life. We long 
for you. We long for healing. We long for liberation. We long for different systems and patterns of 
relating. 
 
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. 
We remember. We vision. We sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. 
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We light candles. We labor. We open to You, and to one another, and to the Sacred Mystery that 
is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.  
 
We open our hearts to God’s love as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives and our homes. 
We gather in preparation, anticipation, and hope for the coming of Emmanuel – God with us...  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
You watch over us, O God, through darkness and light, and through each season of the heart.  
We praise you and thank you for your watchfulness. Emmanuel, God with us…  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
Loving God, we praise you for your Chosen One, Jesus the Christ; Emmanuel, hope of your 
people, Wisdom that teaches and guides us, Bringer of peace to all nations. Emmanuel, God with 
us…  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
The Joy of God-With-Us does not come as naïve optimism, or surface level feel-good-ness. Joy 
cannot be imposed from on high. Joy cannot be commanded. The Joy of God-With-Us is mingled 
with grief, exists side by side with mourning, knows that pain and death are all too real, but do 
not have the final word. This joy tends tenderly to beauty, and softness, and the gladness that 
comes from paying attention to what matters. The Joy of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us 
from deadly despair. Joy is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Joy invites our 
expectation, and demands our participation. Prepare the way, for joy with sorrow. May Joy be 
birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent. Amen.  
 
Advent Candle Lighting Song: Shine Down      Tom Kendzia 
We invite you now to light the first two blue/violet candles and the pink/rose candle on your 
advent wreath. 
 

Oh, shine down, shine down on us. 
Let your loving light shine down and set us free. 
Earth and heaven are one in you. 
Come and shine down on us, 
come and make all things new. (repeat) 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Holy One, as you came to Juan Diego on Tepeyac hill many years ago, we know you are 
constantly showing up in our lives. You bring us hope and joy, give us the strength to resist a 
culture of greed and discrimination. Give us the courage to speak Your truth of love and justice 
wherever you call us to. We pray… Amen.  
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First Reading                     Revelation 12:1-6 
 
A Reading from the Revelation to John: 
 
A great sign appeared in heaven:  a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  She was pregnant, and in labor with the pangs of 
childbirth.  Then a second sign appeared in the sky: a great, red dragon.  With his tail, he swept 
down a third of the stars of the cosmos, hurling them to the earth.  The dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, waiting to devour the child as soon as it was born.  But 
when she gave birth, the child was swept up to God.  The woman fled to the desert to a place 
prepared for her by God, where she would receive care for one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM : Light Dawns on a Weary World 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle,  Music: William P. Rowan 
 
Light dawns on a weary world  
when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world:  
the promised day of justice comes. 
 
Refrain:  The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs; 
  The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
  We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
  As all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 
Love grows in a weary world  
when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world:  
the promised feast of plenty comes. R.  
 
Hope blooms in a weary world  
when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world:  
the promised green of Eden comes. R.  
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Second Reading       
(Adapted by Virgilio Elizondo and Friends for “A Retreat with Our Lady of Guadalupe and Juan 
Diego.”) 
 
A Reading from “A Report by Dom Antonio Valeriano,” a 16th century Native American: 
 
It happened 482 years ago on December 9, 1531.  The place was a small hill in Tepeyac, 
Mexico.  A poor middle-aged Indian Christian named Juan Diego was on his way to church 
when he was distracted from his way by the sound of beautiful music.  As he sought its source, a 
woman’s voice called him by name. 
 
Juan Diego would never be the same.  The woman identified herself as the “holy virgin Mary, 
Mother of the true God.”  She was dressed in Indian garb covered with Aztec symbols and 
wearing the Aztec sash of a pregnant woman.  She spoke not in Spanish but in the Indian 
Nahuatl language. Her features were those of the indigenous people, and her eyes shone with 
compassion. 
 
Promising to alleviate the sufferings of the people, she commissioned Juan Diego to carry a 
message to Archbishop Juan de Zumarraga.  She wanted a temple built in her honor on this very 
hill.  Despite his qualms, Juan Diego did his Lady’s bidding.  The skeptical bishop insisted on a 
sign to authenticate Juan Diego’s story. 
 
To comply with the Archbishop’s demand for a sign, Mary invited Juan Diego to gather roses 
blooming inexplicably in December among Tepeyac’s native cacti.  Juan Diego fills his tilma 
with blossoms and presents them to the woman.  She then arranges the roses and ties the end of 
Juan’s cloak around his neck.  “This is the sign that you are to take to the Bishop,” she says, 
warning him not to unfold the tilma until he is in The Bishops' presence. 
 
Juan followed these instructions. Once with the Archbishop, the roses tumbled out of Juan 
Diego's tilma at the archbishop’s feet.  On the cloak itself is imprinted a beautiful image of the 
woman herself in an attitude of prayer.  That same tilma is enshrined today in the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe at the foot of Tepeyac in Mexico City. The sight of that image is said to have 
converted 8 million native peoples in the following seven years. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation               Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Gospel          Luke 1:26-38 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a young maiden betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
House of David.  The maiden’s name was Mary.  The messenger came to her and said, “Hail, 
favored one!  God is with you.”  Mary was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself 
what this sort of greeting might mean.  The messenger said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a child, 
whom you will name, ‘Jesus’.” 
 
Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I do not yet know man?”  The messenger said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Holy One will cover you with its 
shadow, and so the child will be holy, and be called One Born of God.”  And I tell you this too; 
your cousin Elizabeth, in her old age, has conceived.  She, whom people called barren, is now in 
her sixth month.  For nothing is impossible for God.”   
 
Then Mary said, “Here I am, a servant of God.  It shall be with me according to your Word.”  
Then the messenger departed from her.   
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          Dr. Nichole M. Flores 
 
Tonight our guest homilist is Dr. Nichole Flores. Dr. Flores is assistant professor of religious 
studies at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. She studies ethical contributions of 
Catholic and Latine theologies to democracy and public life. 
 

ALELUYA/ALLELUIA
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Dr. Flores has published essays in several academic journals and book chapters, including a 
theological biography of Ella Baker in Can I Get a Witness: Thirteen Peacemakers, Community-
Builders, and Agitators for Faith and Justice (Eerdmans 2019). Her first book, The Aesthetics of 
Solidarity: Our Lady of Guadalupe and American Democracy will be available from Georgetown 
University Press in July 2021. She is also a contributing author on the masthead at America: The 
Jesuit Review of Faith & Culture. 
 
In 2015, Dr. Flores was honored with the Catherine Mowry LaCugna Award for best essay in 
academic theology by a junior scholar from the Catholic Theological Society of America. Dr. 
Flores earned an A.B. in government from Smith College, an M.Div. from Yale University, and a 
Ph.D. in theological ethics from Boston College. 
 
Profession of Faithiii 
 
We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in Jesus the Christ,  
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, 
who frequently took time alone with our Loving God, 
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, 
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 
We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
and who longs for us to do the same. 
 
Prayers of the Peopleiv 
 
“Gaudete!  Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.”  “Do not be afraid, for you have found favor 
with God.”  With confidence in these messages of hope and encouragement, let us ask God for 
all that we and all creation need. 
  
Our response:   God is with us!   
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O Key of David and Bathsheba, you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one can open.  
Come and release all prisoners, all those who live in hopelessness and the shadow of death … 
we pray … God is with us!    
 
O Morning Star, splendor of Light eternal and Sun of righteousness, come and enlighten with 
hope all those who live in hopelessness and despair … we pray … God is with us!   
 
That as God blessed the Americas at Tepeyac hill with the presence of the Heavenly Lady, may 
we draw strength to do the inclusive justice around the world that leads to peace … we pray … 
God is with us!   
 
In thanksgiving that the God of the Cosmos chose, in Jesus, to make a home on this planet, with 
celebrations in the stars and the music of the spheres … we pray … God is with us!   
 
For all those who doubt our experience of God-with-us, and for the times we have doubted as 
well … we pray as Jesus said we should … God is with us!   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-anointed 
expectant community of generosity and service.  We remember as well the universal needs of all 
of us, who have been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of 
our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly.   
 
Response: God is with us!     
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online community 
prayer book . . . we pray …  God is with us! 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:   
Holy Mystery, hear all the prayers we bring to You today. Along with La Virgen de Gualadelupe, 
Mother of the Americas, comfort all who are suffering, shield us in our joys, and wrap us always 
in Your love. We pray … Amen.  
 
Offertory Song – Hail Mary, Gentle Woman      Landry 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, our God is with you. 
Blessed are you among women,  
and blest is the child of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
protect us in times of distress,  
and guide us in wisdom and hope. Amen. 



 10 

 
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
 
Blessed are you among women, blest in turn all women, too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits. Blessed they with gentle hearts. 
 
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that through our sharing in this sacred meal we will be a blessing to others.   
  May God transform these gifts for the blessing of all the world.  

 
Prayer with our Giftsv 
 
Divinity Enfleshed, may this meal remind us that You dwell in our flesh too.  May this bread and 
this wine, common and holy, strengthen us to be Your witnesses like Juan Diego, making Your 
Kin-dom a reality on Earth, we pray… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayervi  
 
The Holy One be with you.  
 And also with you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God with us. 
 To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
 
Creator of all that is, by your hand we were formed. You created us to thrive - not alone, but 
together. You shaped the entire cosmos so that every form of life depends on every other. You 
made us strong and resilient people, but equally vulnerable and dependent on you, the earth, 
and all our neighbors. You gifted us with the need to rely on one another, bone of each other's 
bone, flesh of each other's flesh. In Your wisdom, You created us with both desire and need to be 
in community. 
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You sent prophets and messengers to Your people, reminding us of the promised time of peace 
and justice that would surround the world. They came in the midst of our despair and filled us 
with hope. You came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a new way – 
promising her a son who would be called Jesus, through whom the world would be changed.  
And now as we wait in hope for that child to be born, we join with all your people in singing:  
 
Sanctus        Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Source of love that knows no boundaries, Your song rang out before the world began.  
Throughout the ages, Your song of liberation has impregnated us with Your hope for a world 
where those considered last and least are first and most, where violence is overcome by the 
power of your ancient love, and where all of humanity works together for peace.  
 
You brought us holiness through vulnerability.  You too became bone of our bone, flesh of our 
flesh. You made yourself dependent on us in the form of an infant, revealing the transformative 
power of giving and receiving love through human flesh.  
 
Throughout the life of Jesus, we saw lives transformed by Your willingness to make Yourself 
vulnerable. And yet, the same vulnerability also came at a price. Though some fed You and 
raised You and befriended You, others persecuted You to the point of death. Still today, we often 
crucify the ones who dare to risk it all on love.  
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[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, 
the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  Make this bread the 
means of our rebuilding, this wine the medium of our transformation, this table the foundation of 
our renewal, and this community the place of our rebirth. We remember that… 
 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[pause]  
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities because of the 
pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, and war. Encourage and enable us to 
move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity with all those who cry out for understanding, 
help and love. Motivate us to be the hope that our weary world needs; to bring about a change in 
attitudes in our country and to give shelter and sanctuary as able.  
 
We hear Your Voice of steadfast love in all the beauty and the pain that we experience in life. 
We remember all who now journey through sickness and suffering. We remember all who have 
died into the fullness of communion with You, especially members of our MMACC community. 
We remember those whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty – all whom 
the world counts as last and least.  
 
Holy One, you poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope. Pour out 
Your Spirit upon us gathered today. As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us 
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.  
Reinforce our courage to make the Advent promise a reality. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Hope 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Love, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever. 
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Prayer of Jesusvii         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of Emmanuel – God-with-us – be with you today and always.   
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are the body of Christ, called to listen deeply to God’s Voice.  
 We are blessed to hear God’s Word and share in this communion. 
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Star-Child/ Niño: es astro    Shirley Erena Murray 
Spanish Translation by Raquel Gutiérrez-Achón  
 
Niño: es astro, Mediador de Dios; 
Niño Cristo, De los cielos luz.  
Oh Dios, dale en esta Navidad, 
Un día de Felicidad a la humanidad.  
 
Star-Child, earth-Child, go between of God,  
love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod: 
This year, this year, let the day arrive  
when Christmas comes for ev’ryone, ev’ryone alive. 
 
Es esperanza, es Niño del Señor; 
Niño humano, Astro de fulgor. 
Oh Dios, dale en esta Navidad, 
Un día de Felicidad a la humanidad.  
 
Prayer After Communionviii 
 
Blessed Mary, La Virgen de Guadalupe, Your Message of love and care on Tepeyac Hill 
floated like a lilting lullaby into the fresh golden dawn as you softly called to Juan Diego.  
Touch the petals of our hearts with the wintry roses of Tepeyac, so that a fragrant joy and peace 
may spread along our paths in this life, as a witness to all of Your love. We pray… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessingix  
 
In a cynical and despairing world, O God,  
 give us a quietly prophetic voice to proclaim your hope. 
In a violent and angry world, O God,  
 give us a quietly prophetic voice to proclaim your peace. 
In a grieving and weeping world, O God, 
 give us a quietly prophetic voice to proclaim your joy. 
In a lonely and inhospitable world, O God, 
 give us a quietly prophetic voice to proclaim your love. 
  
May we be so captivated by your hope, O God, that we cannot help but to whisper, to sing, and 
to enact, the message of your love which is always coming into our world; And may our quietly 
prophetic lives, be channels of your restoring grace wherever we may go.  Amen.  
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Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our work to transform the church continues.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: La Guadalupana     
 
Desde el cielo una hermosa mañana. 
Desde el cielo una hermosa mañana, 
La Guadalupana, la Guadalupana,  
la Guadalupana Bajó al tepeyac x2 
 
Su llegada llenó de alegría  
Su llegada llenó de alegría 
De luz y armonía De luz y armonía  
De luz y armonía Todo el Anáhuac. X2 
 
Por el monte pasaba Juan Diego  
Por el monte pasaba Juan Diego 
Y acercóse luego Y acercóse luego  
Y acercóse luego Al oír cantar. X2 
 
Juan Dieguito la Virgen la dijo  
Juan Dieguito la Virgen la dijo 
Este cerro elijo Este cerro elijo  
Este cerro elijo para hacer mi altar. X2 
 
Suplicante juntaba sus manos  
Suplicante juntaba sus manos 
Y eran mexicanos Y eran Mexicans  
Y eran mexicanos Su porte y su faz. X2 
 
En la Tilame entre rosas pintadas 
En la Tilma entre rosas pintadas 
Su imagen amada Su imagen amada 
Su imagen amada se dignó a dejar. X2 
 
Desde entonces para el mexicano  
Desde entonces para el mexicano  
Ser Guadalupano Ser Guadalupano  
Ser Guadalupano es algo esencial. X2 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
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At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Opening Song: “La Virgen de Guadalupe,” Fray Alejandro R. Ferreirós OFM Conv/Anónimo, 
Letra de las estrofas © Fray Alejandro R. Ferreirós, OFM Conv. Obra publicada por OCP. 
Derechos reservados. Letra del estribillo y música: Autor desconocido. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUGQvqmoRdk  
Advent Lighting Song: “Shine Down” by Tom Kendzia, Verses text based on 9th century Latin. 
Text and music © 2006, Tom Kendzia. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
Psalm: “Light Dawns on a Weary World,” text by  Mary Louise Bringle, music by William 
Rowan, arranged by Bradley Ellingboe. Words © 2002, Arr. © 2017 GIA. Tune © 2000 Wiliam P. 
Rowan, admin. GIA. 
Offertory Song: “Hail Mary, Gentle Woman” by Carey Landry. Text based on Luke 1:28, 42. Text 
and music © 1975, 1978, Carey Landry. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Inclusive 
language edits by Suzie Knapp, MMACC.  
Communion Song: “Star-Child/Niño: Es Astro,” Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931, © 1994, 
Hope Publishing Company . Published by GIA. All rights reserved. 
Closing Song:  La Guadalupana (Serenata a la virgen de Guadalupe) performed by Los Liricos Jr. 
https://youtu.be/MVQCRB19oTc   
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/  

 
i Video for the Opening Song “La Virgen de Guadalupe” comes from the Hispanic Ministry of the Archdiocese of Seattle. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUGQvqmoRdk  
ii Advent Wreath Blessing adapted from the Rev. Anna Blaedel, Enfleshed.com 
iii Adapted from “Advent Creed” by Dave Hopwood, https://engageworship.org/ideas/advent-creed  
iv Today and each Sunday of Advent our POF begin with the “O antiphons,” that were first used in the 8th century as part of 
vespers or evening prayer in the week before Christmas. We have the first O antiphon today, and two more on each of the 
following Advent Sundays. Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
v Prayer over the gifts written by Nancy Corran.  
vi Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion Service for Black Lives Matter, 
and other sources.  
vii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version 
is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
viii Prayer after Communion adapted from “Prayers to Our Lady of Guadalupe” 
http://www.liturgies.net/saints/mary/guadalupe/prayers.htm  
ix Adapted from “Quietly Prophetic” by John van de Laar, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/01/prayer-quietly-prophetic.html  
 


