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Introduction & Welcome 
Kori:   Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather 
from locations all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are 
welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
On November 27, 2005, the first Sunday of Advent, the community that became Mary 
Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community celebrated its first liturgy.  Tonight’s liturgy is a 
culmination of our 15th anniversary year.  We remember the beginnings of our community, born 
on the margins of the church, by those whose dreamed of prophetic and revolutionary 
possibilities. We celebrate our past and our present and our future, working to bring our dreams 
into reality.  
 
This advent, our inspiration is “A thrill of Hope, a weary world rejoices” inspired by the lyrics of 
the songs “O Holy Night” and “Light Dawns on a Weary World.” For many of us, 2020 has been 
a year like no other – we have raised our voices against injustice and been faced with a global 
pandemic. We have lost friends and loved ones. We have shifted from in-person worship with 
hugs and holding hands to online worship via zoom. Although new and different, we have 
managed to grow our community beyond the San Diego area. In this season of joyful anticipation 
for the birth of the Christ child, we celebrate our shared history, and look with hope towards 
what the future might bring.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. Please also join us in saying the bold spoken responses 
in your home.  
 
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin.  
 
Opening Call to Worship 
Fifteen years ago, we gathered as followers of Jesus, Jesus who reached out to people left out, to 
people on the margins, to people deemed not holy enough, and tonight… 
We gather to create a place where all are welcome, where all are recognized as holy.  
 
15 years ago, we gathered in faith, seeking to reform an institution we dearly loved, a church that 
had formed and nurtured us yet clung to outdated laws limiting participation and leadership, and 
tonight... 
We gather to create a community modeled on the early church, where each person’s gifts are 
valued, and leaders are called forth regardless of gender, sexuality, age or ethnicity. 
 
15 years ago, we gathered seeking community, a community seeking spiritual growth and social 
justice, a community where we could share our gifts and build meaningful friendships, and 
tonight… 
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We gather to create a community where God’s love is made visible through our shared worship, 
shared love and shared commitment to peace and justice.   
 
Let us ring our bells and join our voices from locations all around the world in singing the hymn 
we first sang together 15 years ago. Please ring your bells if you have them:  
 
Opening Song – Gather Us In       Marty Haugen 
 
Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now are the shadows vanished away.  
See in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the joy of this day. 
  
Gather us in the lost and forsaken,  
Gather us in the blind and the lame; 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young our lives are a myst’ry,  
We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 
Called to be light to the whole human race.  
 
Gather us in the rich and the haughty,  
Gather us in the proud and the strong;  
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
Give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water,  
Here we will take the bread of new birth,  
Here you shall call your all of your children,  
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you;  
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
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Blessing of the Advent Wreathi  
 
As we begin the season of Advent, when the days grow shorter and the nights grow longer, we 
come to know you, Holy One, as Wisdom Incarnate, as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life, as 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, Incarnate. You come to us as the Stranger, and the Strange. Often 
we do not recognize you. Often we turn away from your gifts and your demands. Yet you come 
to us in Wilderness, in the Impossible Made Possible, in Silence and Singing and Sighs Too Deep 
for Words. You abhor dominance, mastery, fear, and control. You are made known to us in 
Vulnerability, and Courage, and Divesting from the Powers of Empire. We come to you this 
Advent in need, with longing, in pain, desiring a more just world, a more livable life for all of us, 
for the earth, for every living thing caught and held in this inescapable network of mutual 
interdependence we call this one wild and precious Life. We long for you. We long for healing. 
We long for liberation. We long for different systems and patterns of relating. 
 
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. 
We remember. We vision. We sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. 
We light candles. We labor. We open to You, and to one another, and to the Sacred Mystery that 
is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.  
 
We open our hearts to God’s love as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives and our homes. 
We gather around this wreath in preparation, anticipation, and hope for the coming of Emmanuel 
– God with us...  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
You watch over us, O God, through darkness and light, and through each season of the heart.  
We praise you and thank you for your watchfulness. Emmanuel, God with us…  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
Loving God, we praise you for your Chosen One, Jesus the Christ; Emmanuel, hope of your 
people, Wisdom that teaches and guides us, Bringer of peace to all nations. Emmanuel, God with 
us…  
Let us be the hope the weary world needs.   
 
The Hope of God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome, or predetermined plan, or 
promise of a happy ending. Hope cannot be imposed from on high. Hope cannot be 
commanded. The Hope of God-With-Us is courageous, risky, unfolding, indeterminate. The 
Hope of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly complacency. Hope is gestating in 
darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Hope invites our expectation, and demands our participation. 
Prepare the way, for hope with courage.  
 
Let your blessing come upon all of us as we light the candles of this wreath. May this wreath and 
its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to us. We pray for the hope that is in Jesus the Christ to 
come into our lives in a new way.  May Hope be birthed among, within, and through us, this 
Advent. Amen.  
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Advent Candle Lighting Song: Shine Down      Tom Kendzia 
We invite you now to light the first blue candle on your advent wreath and join us in singing our 
Advent Candle Lighting Song.  

 
Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Child of God appear. 
 
Refrain: 
Oh, shine down, shine down on us. 
Let your loving light shine down and set us free. 
Earth and heaven are one in you. 
Come and shine down on us, 
come and make all things new. 
 
Come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
And of their fear deliver them 
That trust your mighty pow’r to love, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain.  
 
Come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of humankind; 
Make all our sad divisions cease, 
And be for us our God of Peace. Refrain x2 

 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
We pause for a moment to remember those times when we have not been open to the presence 
of the Holy in our lives:  
 
Too often, we choose quick fixes over your true justice:  
we choose to be right rather than righteous, in our countries, our communities, and our 
covenants.  
God-with-us, be born in us anew.  
 
Too often, we choose cheap thrills over your true joy:  
we choose to fill our lives with what we can own or ingest, we choose safety over surprise. 
God-with-us, be born in us anew.  
 
Too often, we choose our schemes over your plan:  
we reject leaps of faith in favor of small, secure steps, we reject selfless giving in favor of our own 
fiscal prudence. 
God-with-us, be born in us anew.  
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Loving God, during this season of Advent, You call us to birth the holy anew, to embody Your 
hope in this world. May we find the courage to say Yes to You, even when you call us to the 
margins. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Holy One, continue to break us open as we break open Your Living Word for today, for 
tomorrow, we pray… Amen.  
 
 
First Reading                    Isaiah 43:1-7, 19-21 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah : 
 
Thus says our God, 
    who created you, Jacob, and formed you, Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have loved you; 
    I have called you by name: you are mine. 
When you pass through waters, I will be with you; 
    through rivers, you shall not be swept away. 
When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned, 
    nor will flames consume you. 
For I am your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your rescuer. 
You are precious in my eyes 
    and honored, and I love you, 
Fear not, for I am with you; 
All who are called by my name 
    I created for my glory; 
    I formed them and I made them. 
 
See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland. 
I provide water in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
    the people I formed for myself 
    that they may proclaim my praise. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM : Light Dawns on a Weary World 
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LIGHT DAWNS ON A WEARY WORLD

Mary Louise Bringle

TEMPLE OF PEACE
William P. Rowan

Arr. Bradley Ellingboe

Words Copyright © 2002, Arrangement Copyright © 2017 by GIA Publications, Inc. • All rights reserved
Tune Copyright © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.
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Second Reading          2 Peter 3:8-15a  
 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter: 
 
Beloved, you must not ignore this one thing: that with God, one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day.  God is not slow in carrying out promises, as some think of 
slowness.  Rather God is patient, wanting no one to be lost, and all to be found.  But the day of 
God will come like a thief.  Then the cosmos will pass away with an enormous roar.  The 
elements will catch fire and melt away.  The earth, and all that is in it, will dissolve in flames. 
 
Consider, then, what sort of people we ought to be.  We must lead lives of holiness and 
dedication, as we anticipate and hasten the coming of the day of God.  That day the cosmos will 
go up in flames and the elements melt in the heat.  Relying on God’s promise, we wait for a new 
cosmos and a new earth where justice will be at home.  So, beloved, while we are waiting, strive 
to live rightly and be at peace that God may find us above reproach. And consider God’s 
patience an opportunity to become healed and whole. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Gospel       Mark 13:1a, 2, 3b-5a, 7-8,22-27, 33-37 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus was making his way out of the Temple area and said to the disciples, “Do you see these 
great buildings?  There will not be one stone left upon another.  All will be thrown down.” 
 
Later, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked Jesus privately, “Tell us when this will happen and 
what sign there will be when all these things are about to come to an end?” 
 

ALELUYA/ALLELUIA
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Jesus replied: “When you hear of wars and threats of wars, do not be alarmed.  Such things 
happen; but it will not yet be the end.  Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom.  There will be earthquakes and fires... and there will be famines.  These are the 
beginnings of the labor pains. 
 
“If anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look!  Here is the Messiah!’ or ‘Look, there’s the one who 
will save us!’, do not believe it; for false leaders and false prophets will appear and produce signs 
and wonders to mislead the chosen if possible.  Therefore, be watchful.  Remember, I have 
warned you of everything... 
 
“In those days, after that time of distress, the sun will be darkened.  The moon will not give its 
light.  The fiery stars will fall from the heavens and all the powers in the cosmos will be shaken.  
And then they will see the Chosen One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor.  
The Chosen One will send out winged messengers, and gather the chosen from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
 
“In truth I tell you, before this generation passes away, all these things will have taken place.  The 
heavens and the earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
“But as for that day or hour, no one knows, neither the cosmic messengers of God, nor the 
Chosen One.  No one knows but God.  So, be on your guard.  Keep watch.  For you do not know 
when the time will come.  It’s like someone going on a journey, leaving home, putting others in 
charge, each with their own work, and ordering the guard to stand watch.  Stay awake!  For you 
do not know when the owner will come home, in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrow, or at 
dawn.  You don’t want the owner to come unexpectedly and find you asleep.  What I say to you, 
I say to all: Keep watch!” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
 
Profession of Faith 
In celebration and recognition of our Mary Magdalene Community, our profession of faith tonight 
is adapted from our mission and vision statements. We invite you to put on your stole – and leave 
it on for the rest of the service – as a sign of the priesthood of all believers:   
 
We believe in a new way to be Roman Catholic.  
We honor our Roman Catholic heritage 
  and respond to the prophetic call of the Holy Spirit,  
 committing ourselves to reform and renewal.  
We dedicate ourselves to loving one another  
 in community and in the world 
 by living Gospel values of compassion, peace, respect, and social justice  
 as exemplified by Jesus the Christ. 
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We believe in a church that celebrates the full equality of all persons 
  and inclusivity in liturgical language.  
We support women's ordination, the ordination of people of all genders,  
 optional celibacy for all priests, and a discipleship of equals where all are truly   
 welcome. 
We are mindful of our communion with all God’s creation, 
  caring for the earth and practicing environmental responsibility.  
We are committed to living the change we envision. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” In gratitude for our 15 
years as a community, and in anticipation of our celebration of Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us 
pray for all that we and the whole world need.  
 
Our response: All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
O Wisdom, coming from the heart of the Holy One, work within us to teach us justice and peace 
… we pray …  All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
In thanksgiving for the 15th anniversary of our Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, 
which first gathered on this Sunday in 2005 … we pray … All-embracing Love, keep us open to 
Your Spirit. 
 
For all those who have walked with us for all or any part of this journey of faith, that the fire of 
the Spirit remain in them for the rest of their days and into the eternal motherly embrace of the 
Holy One … we pray … All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
In thanksgiving for all the work of ministry, service, and leadership in our MMACC community 
by so many over the years, both within and beyond our formal membership … we pray …  
All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
For all of our pastors, Bishop Jane, Rod, Nancy, and Kori, in gratitude for their courage, 
leadership, and inspiration, and that the Holy One continue to sustain them in their lives and 
their work … we pray … All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
That we remain watchful and ready for the breaking-in of God’s kin-dom at unexpected times 
and places … we pray … All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
In thanksgiving for our gradually dawning, forever incomplete awareness of the great cosmic 
creation that Love has brought into being and sustains in its extravagant diversity every moment 
… we pray … All-embracing Love, keep us open to Your Spirit. 
 
For those who oppose us or are unable or unwilling to walk with us on our continuing journey of 
hope and discovery … we pray as Jesus said we should … All-embracing Love, keep us open to 
Your Spirit. 
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Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of this beloved community of 
joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially those who have 
been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time.  
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please take a moment now to type your prayer in the chatbox. 
 
We remember all the prayers of our community, those written in the chat box and those that 
have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . All-embracing Love, keep us open 
to Your Spirit. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:   
O Wisdom, reaching from eternity to eternity, You have been with us in joy and in sorrow 
through these 15 years, as You are today. You continue to walk with us in times of want and 
plenty.  Help us to keep watch for one another, for You in our midst.  May we continue to walk 
with You, O Wisdom, as we journey together from eternity to eternity, we pray… Amen.  
 
 
 
Offertory Song – O Love of God / Amor de Dios   Bob Hurd & Pia Moriarty 
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Refrain:  O love of God, gather us, 
  amor de Dios, haznos uno, 
  that we may share the gifts we are given; 
  para construir la comunidad, 
  para construir la comunidad. 
 
In the living water 
we have become one body in our God. R.  
 
Hay diversos dones, 
pero un sólo Dios que nos inspira. R. 
 
Make us all one fam’ly; 
bring us together to do the works of love. R. 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that through our sharing in this sacred meal we will be a blessing to others.   
  May God transform these gifts for the blessing of all the world.  

 
Prayer with our Giftsiii 
 
Holy One, With You, we dismantle the stones of the institutions that perpetuate inequality. They 
are falling and will be thrown down. We build up a “new thing”.  In this meal, build us up into 
the body of Christ in our time, in our world, for today, for tomorrow, we pray…  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriv  
 
The Holy One be with you.  
 And also with you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God with us. 
 To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
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Creator of all that is, by your hand we were formed. You created us to thrive - not alone, but 
together. You shaped the entire cosmos so that every form of life depends on every other. You 
made us strong and resilient people, but equally vulnerable and dependent on you, the earth, 
and all our neighbors. You gifted us with the need to rely on one another, bone of each other's 
bone, flesh of each other's flesh. In Your wisdom, You created us with both desire and need to be 
in community. 
 
You sent prophets and messengers to Your people, reminding us of the promised time of peace 
and justice that would surround the world. They came in the midst of our despair and filled us 
with hope. You came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a new way – 
promising her a son who would be called Jesus, through whom the world would be changed.  
And now as we wait in hope for that child to be born, we join with all your people in singing:  
 
 
Sanctus        Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

 
Source of love that knows no boundaries, Your song rang out before the world began.  
Throughout the ages, Your song of liberation has impregnated us with Your hope for a world 
where those considered last and least are first and most, where violence is overcome by the 
power of your ancient love, and where all of humanity works together for peace.  
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You brought us holiness through vulnerability.  You too became bone of our bone, flesh of our 
flesh. You made yourself dependent on us in the form of an infant, revealing the transformative 
power of giving and receiving love through human flesh.  
 
Throughout the life of Jesus, we saw lives transformed by Your willingness to make Yourself 
vulnerable. And yet, the same vulnerability also came at a price. Though some fed You and 
raised You and befriended You, others persecuted You to the point of death. Still today, we often 
crucify the ones who dare to risk it all on love.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, 
the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  Make this bread the 
means of our rebuilding, this wine the medium of our transformation, this table the foundation of 
our renewal, and this community the place of our rebirth. We remember that… 
 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   
 

[pause]  
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities because of the 
pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, and war. Encourage and enable us to 
move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity with all those who cry out for understanding, 
help and love. Motivate us to be the hope that our weary world needs; to bring about a change in 
attitudes in our country and to give shelter and sanctuary as able.  
 
We hear Your Voice of steadfast love in all the beauty and the pain that we experience in life. 
We remember all who now journey through sickness and suffering. We remember all who have 
died into the fullness of communion with You, especially members of our MMACC community. 
We remember those whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty – all whom 
the world counts as last and least.  
 



 15 

Holy One, you poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope. Pour out 
Your Spirit upon us gathered here. As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us 
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.  
Reinforce our courage to make the Advent promise a reality. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Hope 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Love, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever. 
 

 
Prayer of Jesusv         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of Emmanuel – God-with-us – be with you today and always.   
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are the body of Christ, called to listen deeply to God’s Voice.  
 We are blessed to hear God’s Word and share in this communion. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Sing a New Church / Hymn for Vision Medley    Dufner/McFadden 
Our communion song is a medley or “mashup” of two songs written to the same melody – 
Nettleton’s “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing.” Delores Dufner, O.S.B.’s “Sing a New Church” 
is a well known Catholic hymn that envisions a new possibility of church. Rosanna Eller 
McFadden’s “Brethren, Come and Claim a Vision” likewise looks towards the future. Both hymns 
have been adapted for inclusive language. This combination of verses from both songs was sung 
at Kori’s ordination to the priesthood in February, 2020.   
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2. Trust the goodness of creation; trust the Spirit strong within. 
Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been.  
Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new Church into being, one in faith and love and praise. 
 
3. Pilgrims come and claim a vision and give witness in this place. 
Joined in faith by our decision to embody lives of grace. 
Jesus' followers praying, giving, seeking wholeness in God's word,  
Until justice is accomplished and each voice can now be heard. 
 
4. In a world of fear and danger, our anxieties release. 
May we meet both friend and stranger with a ministry of peace. 
To the Spirit we surrender, put our trust in God alone. 
And our ego and agenda in humility lay down. 
 
5. When we recognize God's glory shining in diversity, 
We will see that each one's story shapes our whole identity. 
Love, in ever-widening circles, knows not gender, creed or race; 
but it hold us, all God's people,* like a parent's warm embrace. 
 
6. Praise and thanks to our Creator for the goodness of the Earth: 
Air and water, field and flower, all the creatures and their worth. 
In Your vineyard let us nourish, tend the good gifts in our care. 
Let the fruits of justice flourish for our neighbors everywhere! 
 
Prayer After Communionvi 
 
For 15 years, You, O God, have fed this community with Your very Self.  We give you thanks for 
our awesome communion, crossing not only time and space but also unjust boundaries.   This 
meal, - Your Comfort, Your Holy Presence, Your prophetic charge to live as Kin-dom, Your very 
Body - we receive and we are.  And we pray… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessingvii  
We invite you now to lift your hands, to both give and receive God’s blessing:   
 
May God always bless us and keep us. 
May God’s face always shine upon us. 
May God look upon us with kindness, 
And fill our hearts with peace. 
Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our work to transform the church continues.  
 Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song: Canticle of the Turning      Rory Cooney 
 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout  
that the God of my heart is great.  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things  
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
So from east to west shall my name be blest.   
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  
Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  
and the world is about to turn! 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all,  
you work great things in me,  
And your mercy will last from depths of the past  
to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame,  
and to those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight,  
for the world is about to turn.  R 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower 
Not a stone will be left on stone 
Let the king beware for your 
Justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne 
The hungry poor shall weep no more 
For the food they can never ears 
There are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed 
For the world is about to turn. R.  
 
Though the nations rage from age to age 
We remember who holds us fast 
God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
Is the promise which holds us bound 
'Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God 
Who is turning the world around. R.  
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
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At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Opening Song: “Gather Us In” by Marty Haugen, © 1982, GIA. 
Advent Lighting Song: “Shine Down” by Tom Kendzia, Verses text based on 9th century Latin. 
Text and music © 2006, Tom Kendzia. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
Psalm: “Light Dawns on a Weary World,” text by  Mary Louise Bringle, music by William 
Rowan, arranged by Bradley Ellingboe. Words © 2002, Arr. © 2017 GIA. Tune © 2000 Wiliam P. 
Rowan, admin. GIA. 
Offertory Song: “O Love of God/Amor de Dios,” Text: Based on 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12-13; 
Bob Hurd, Pia Moriarty, Ana Victoria Demezas and Jaime Cortez. Text and music © 1994, Bob 
Hurd and Pia Moriarty. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
Communion Song: “Sing a New Church,” Words by Delores Dufner, © 1991, The Sisters of St. 
Benedict. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Music: J. Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, 
Part II, 1813. “Brethren, Come and Claim a Vision,” text by Rosanna McFadden.  
Closing Song: “Canticle of the Turning” by Rory Cooney, © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/  

 
i Advent Wreath Blessing adapted from  Rev. Anna Blaedel , Enfleshed.com 
ii Today and each Sunday of Advent our POF begin with the “O antiphons,” that were first used in the 8th century as part of 
vespers or evening prayer in the week before Christmas. We have the first O antiphon today, and two more on each of the 
following Advent Sundays. Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
iii Prayer over the gifts written by Nancy Corran.  
iv Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion Service for Black Lives Matter, 
and other sources.  
v The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
vi Prayer after communion written by Nancy Corran.  
vii Adapted from 3rd person singular to 1st person plural from the rendition of the Priestly prayer (Numbers 6:24-26) by Anne Kertz 
Kernion. 
 


