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•Making Catholicism relevant      •Restoring women’s ordination   •Living the change we envision 

 
 

 

 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

Feast of Christ the Servant  
November 22, 2020 

 
Prelude 
Before our liturgy begins on this feast of Christ the Servant, please enjoy this virtual choir 
performance of the Choir of the Church of St. Francis Xavier in New York City singing Janèt 
Sullivan Witaker’s “The Least of These.” https://youtu.be/lykER1a_RZg  
 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
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you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break 
before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
 
Opening Song – Thy Word        Michael W. Smith 
 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat) 
 
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still you’re there right beside me.  
And nothing will I fear as long as you are near. 
You are near me to the end. (R) 
 
I will not forget your love for me, 
And yet my heart forever is wandering.  
Jesus, be my guide, and hold me to your side. 
I will love you to the end. (R) 
 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near 
You are near me to the end. (R) 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit be with 
you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as God calls us to:  
 
Sacred Voice, too often we do not hear Your words of life.   
Help us to hear Your voice.   
 
Word made Flesh, too often we do not hear Your challenging words.  
Help us to hear Your call.   
 
Sacred Breath, too often we do not hear the cries of those in need.   
Help us to hear You.   
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Holy One, give us courage to live our lives in service.  Show us where our gifts meet the world's 
needs.  Grant us Wisdom to know what makes for peace.  Help us to work for Your vision of 
justice.  Amen.   
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Holy One, God of justice and peace, in our broken world, we seek a new order: where there is 
courage to speak truth to power, where there is mutual support in church and community, where 
there is abundant time for healing, where there is peace and freedom for all. Empower us to be 
agents of transformation for the world. Together, we pray…Amen. 
 
First Reading                    Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel: 
 
Thus says God:  
“I myself will search for my sheep, and tend them.  As shepherds seek out their flocks when they 
are among the scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep.  I will rescue them from every place 
where they were scattered when the clouds were low and the darkness thick.  I myself will 
shepherd my sheep, and pasture them.  I myself will give them rest,” says God. 
 
“The lost, I will seek.  The stray, I will bring back.  The injured, I will bind up.  The weak, I will 
strengthen.  But the shepherds who have fattened and fed themselves while depriving my sheep, I 
will destroy.  I will feed them with justice.”   
 
“As for you, my sheep,” says God, “I will judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and 
goats.”   
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-2+4; 12-14; 16+17b 
Music H. Berberet, Spanish Translation O. Espin 
 
Our Psalm Response is:   
We reach out our hands, we reach out our hands 
Extiende tus manos, extiende tus manos 
 
Let the rulers rule with Your justice, O God, 
     providing hope to those who benefit least. 
May they defend the cause of those who  
     are poor among the people. 
May they defend the oppressed and guard their children, 
 overturning uneven tables. R.  
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Like God, let us offer a hand  
 to those in need when they call, 
 to those who have no helper. 
God's compassion is stirred  
 by those who are vulnerable.  
From extortion and violence, God redeems people. 
Precious is their blood in God's sight. R. 
 
May there be abundance of grain for all. 
May it wave on the tops of mountains! 
May its fruit be like Lebanon! 
May people blossom across the land,  
    like the grass of the field! 
May the peoples of Earth be a blessing. 
May all be happy in one another.  R.  
 
Second Reading          Romans 15:25-29  
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church at Rome: 
 
I, Paul, have decided to travel to Jerusalem in the service of God’s holy people there, because the 
churches of Macedonia and Achaia have chosen to make a generous contribution to those who 
are poor among God’s holy people in Jerusalem.   
 
Yes, they chose to do this with pleasure; not that they did not owe it to them.  For if the Gentiles 
have come to share in the spiritual blessings of the Judeans from Jerusalem, they ought also to be 
of service to them in material things.  So, when I have made this delivery, and have given this 
harvest into their hands, I will set out to Spain, visiting you in Rome on the way.  And know that 
in coming to you, I shall also come with the full measure of blessing from the Christ. 
 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 

ALELUYA/ALLELUIA
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Gospel           Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
When the Chosen One comes in honor, with all the angels alongside, and takes up the seat of 
judgment, all nations and peoples will gather around.  Then, the Chosen One will sit as judge 
and separate people, one from another, as a shepherd separates sheep from goats.  The sheep 
will be placed to the right, the goats to the left.   
 
Then the Chosen One will say to those on the right, “Come, you whom my loving God has 
blessed, inherit the kin-dom prepared for you since the beginning of creation.  For I was hungry 
and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger, and you made me 
welcome; I was naked and you clothed me; I was ill and you came to my assistance; I was in 
prison, and you visited me.”   
 
Then those on the right will ask, “But Your Honor, when did we see you hungry and give you 
food, or see you thirsty and give you drink?  When did we welcome you as a stranger, or see you 
naked and give you clothing?  When was it that you were sick and we helped you?  When did 
we visit you in prison?”  And the Chosen One will reply to them, “In truth, I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these kin of mine, you did for me.” 
 
Then the Chosen One will say to those on the left, “Depart from me, with your own curse upon 
you, into the eternal fire prepared for evil and those who wreak evil.  For I was hungry, but you 
did not feed me. I was thirsty, but you did not give me anything to drink. I was a stranger and you 
never made me welcome.  I was naked and you gave me no clothing. I was sick and you refused 
to help me.  I was in prison and you never visited me.”   
 
Then those on the left will ask, “But Your Honor, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not come to your help?”  Then the Chosen One will 
reply to them, “In truth I tell you, what you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.”  And these will go away suffering eternal consequences.  But the righteous will enter 
into eternal life. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily           
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Profession of Faith: Pledge for Racial Justicei   
 
As a community, as the Body of Christ, we join with people of faith and no faith, throughout the 
world, in committing itself to racial justice. And so we pledge together: 
 
WE SUPPORT justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege is unfair and harmful  
               to those who have it and to those who do not. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege and the culture of white supremacy  
              in which our nation and our church were founded and developed must be dismantled. 
WE SUPPORT racial equity, justice, and liberation for every person. 
WE AFFIRM the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
 
Therefore, from this day forward . . . 
WE WILL strive daily to understand white privilege and white supremacy  
                 and how their existence benefits us. 
WE COMMIT to help transform our church culture to one that is actively engaged  
             in seeking racial justice and equity for everyone. 
WE WILL make a greater effort to treat all people with the same respect we expect to receive. 
WE COMMIT to developing the courage to live our beliefs and values of racial justice and 
equality. 
WE WILL strive daily to eliminate racial prejudice from our thoughts and actions so that we can 
better promote the racial justice efforts of our church. 
WE WILL renew and honor this pledge daily, knowing that our church, our community, our 
nation, and our world will be better places because of our efforts. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
“The injured, I will bind up. The weak, I will strengthen.” “Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these kin of mine, you did for me.” With all our companions in faith, let us call on God who 
invites us to the kin-dom that transcends human limits and boundaries. 
Our response: Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
That we never falter in serving, knowing how generously we ourselves have been served … we 
pray … Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
For the coming of the sweet, sweet Spirit upon all who hear and honor the call to compassion 
and service that we have heard from Ezekiel, the Wisdom writers, Paul, and Jesus … we pray … 
Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
For all leaders of the church, and especially for the members of our Board of Directors and 
Community Council whom we bless and commission for service today… we pray … Christ, 
Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
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In thanksgiving for the chance to know You and see your footprints every day in the richness and 
diversity of our home, this precious blue Planet, and in the immensity of the Cosmos … we pray 
... Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
For all those who refuse to serve, or to serve with us … we pray as Jesus said we should … 
Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions our Spirit-guided servant 
community of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially those 
who have been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly. 
 
Response: Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 
(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online community 
prayer book . . . we pray … Christ, Servant, enfold us in your kin-dom. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:   
Jesus the Christ, you who are servant of all and look after your people at every moment of their 
lives: hear the prayers we make, in trust and faith, on behalf of ourselves and the whole world. 
Comfort us in our sorrow and suffering, shield us in our joy, strengthen us in our struggles for 
justice and liberation. May we persist in hope and in the difficult work of undoing the structural 
racism, sexism, homophobia, and transphobia in the world around us. We pray in the name of 
the Holy One… Amen. 
 
 
Offertory Song – Servant Song       Gillard 
 
Will you let me be your servant?  Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow ‘til we’ve seen this journey through. 
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Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Pray, friends, that we embody the desire of God’s heart for the world. 
We gather in Your name.  Be with us in our midst.  

 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Generous God, we offer these gifts of bread and wine in gratitude for the bountiful presence of 
your anointing Spirit and prophetic movement in our lives. May this celebration help us to serve 
one another in your love. In Jesus’ name, we pray…Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayerii 
 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Source of Life, we thank you for the gifts you have given us – for live and the ability to love. We 
thank You for the gift of Your servant Jesus, who shows us how to live, how to serve, how to 
bring about Your vision for peace and justice.  In unity with all your holy servants throughout 
time, we join in their unending song of praise: 
 
Sanctus        Misa de Santa Cecilia - López 
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We remember Your servant, Jesus.  Human like us, Jesus allowed Your creative Spirit to move in 
his life, his searching and questioning, his hopes and dreams, his understanding of where the 
sacred is found. Servant of all, Jesus opened himself to Your transforming Spirit.  Your spirit 
inspired him to free people from religious images and ideas that kept them captive, dependent 
and fearful of You.  He freed people to transcend social and religious barriers; challenged 
religious leaders to move beyond legalism; and called religious institutions to authenticity and 
change.   
 
Servant of all, Jesus lived and died for what he believed: that You are Love; that Love is stronger 
than fear and death; that You are present even in chaos; that Your desire for the cosmos can be 
trusted; that living in love and service is living in You; that dying in love and service is dying into 
You; that resurrection and new life follow death.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Loving One, we praise You through Jesus, Your Sacred Servant.  We recognize Your Spirit alive 
and at work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies 
and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We now share this 
sacred meal, a sign of your abiding love. 
 
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

 
[pause]  

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
Servant to all, Jesus reveals our true identity as earthen vessels holding a treasure as temples of 
Your Spirit. Jesus calls us to continue his service to all creation as members of the body of Christ.  
In his life, death, and resurrection, we experience Your presence and action in the world. We 
know You are always with us, and that You reveal yourself when we serve others in compassion 
and love.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
We remember all your servants who have touched our lives and have died. We remember the 
ways they served and changed the world. We know they are ever part of the Universe Story and 
held in cosmic glory. In their presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus Your 
servant through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ the Servant, may all creation be renewed.   
With Christ the Servant, may we serve those in need.  
In Christ the Servant, may peace and justice flourish.  
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever. 

 
Prayer of Jesusiii         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: We Remember        Haugen 
 
We remember how you loved us to your death, 
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here; 
And we believe that we will see you 
When you come – in your glory – 
We remember, we celebrate, we believe. 
 
Here a million wounded souls are yearning just to touch you and be healed. 
Gather all your people, and hold them to your heart. (R) 
 
Now we re-create your love, we bring the bread and wine to share a meal. 
Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of our God. (R) 
 
See the face of Christ revealed in every person standing by your side, 
Gift to one another, and temples of your love. (R) 
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Prayer After Communion 
 
Loving God, may we always follow the example of your chosen one, Jesus the Christ. Christ, not 
on the throne, not king nor queen who dominates on high, but Christ the power-with that builds 
movements from the streets, that keeps love persisting despite evil’s reign, that turns us towards 
each other, that has spoken through the prophets age after age, that takes on the flesh of a baby, 
that shares meals and washes feet, that enfleshes in blossoming flowers and “I love yous” and 
chants that demand justice. Rulers rise and fall but this Christ is eternal. Together we pray… 
Amen.  
 
Investiture of Servant Leadership 
Adapted from John O’Donohue’s Prayer for New Leadership 
 
Loving God, we have elected leaders,  
but we know that you confer authority.  
 
We occupy roles, but you form hearts.  
We are sensitive to who has power and who wants power,  
yet Jesus took his place among those without power. 
 
Help us to care more about vision than about viewpoint,  
more about servanthood than about rules,  
more about mercy than about merit.  
 
Help us to have the courage to lead by serving  
and put aside the world’s easier ways.  
 
Help us to emulate the Apostles,  
not in the early days when they craved power and preference,  
but in the latter days after the crucifixion,  
when they prayed only for courage and wisdom. 
 
May you have the grace and wisdom to act kindly,  
to be gracious in the face of disappointment,  
to be creative in your commitments,  
and to act with a servant's heart,  
seeing and respecting one another. 
 
May we treasure the gift of our minds through learning 
so that we continue as servants of the frontier 
where the new will draw its enrichment from the old. 
 
May you know the wisdom of deep listening, 
the healing of wholesome words,  
the encouragement of the appreciative gaze,  
and the decorum of held dignity. 
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May we evoke a new landscape that lies beyond view, 
with good friends to mirror our blind spots.   
 
May servant leadership be a true adventure of growth  
for all of us in our service.   
 
Closing Blessingiv 
 
May we embrace the hope to which God has called us. 
May we recognize Christ in friend and stranger, 
and as Christ has been gracious to us, 
may we be gracious to those in need. 
 
And may God give us a place of rest on rich pasture; 
May Christ Jesus be the shepherd king who binds our wounds; 
And may the Holy Spirit give us wisdom 
 and reveal to us the fullness of the one who fills all in all. 
 
Let the Church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Lead Me God       Becker 

 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their God,  
for God’s coming kin-dom shall be theirs. 
Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled,  
and the meek shall come to rule the world. 
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God,  
and lead me, God, today. 
 
Blest are they who through their life-times sow the seeds of peace,  
all will call them children of their God.  
Blest are you, though persecuted in your holy life,  
for in heaven, great is your reward. R.  
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
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At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

 
i Pledge for Racial Justice is adapted from the “Racial Equity Pledge” by First Unitarian Church of Dallas, Texas and the version 
used by St. Francis Xavier in New York, NY in there Service of Lamentation, Rage, and Hope. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Kn-pM3biTeGB39rMOmRjlxOsKMRhW1rz 
ii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion Service for Black Lives Matter, 
and other sources.  
iii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
iv Closing Blessing adapted from Nathan Nettlenot, laughingbird.net  
 


