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•Making Catholicism relevant      •Restoring women’s ordination   •Living the change we envision 

 

 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 25, 2020 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break 
before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
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Opening Song – Now is the Time to Worship       
 
Come, now is the time to worship, 
Come, now is the time to share your heart, 
Come, just as you are, to serve love,  
Come, just as you are, to serve our God. Come.  
 
One day peace will come is our prayer and our hope,  
One day may Your Kin-dom come,  
One day may the love of the Christ prevail,  
One day the world be one. R.  
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the love of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as God calls us to:  
 
Loving God, when we fail to recognize injustice in our daily lives, 
 Help us to open our hearts to Your love.  
 
Jesus the Christ, when we tolerate injustice and the absence of wisdom,  
 Help us to speak out for what is right and just.  
 
Spirit of Life, when we forget that true Wisdom always leads to justice,  
 Help us to seek Your Wisdom. 
 
May the God of Wisdom and Justice have compassion on us, forgive us our failings, and 
transform us to be prophets of truth and workers for justice in this world. Amen. 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Holy Love, We gather to celebrate you and to celebrate the oneness of our bodies and beings.  
We remember that we are all born of the same Earth.  May this liturgy nurture us and nudge our 
hearts toward genuine equality and equity.  We pray… Amen.  
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First Reading                    Exodus 22:20-22, 24-26 
 
A Reading from the book of Exodus:  
 
Thus says the Holy One: 
 
"You shall not molest or oppress an alien, 
for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.  
You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.  
If ever you wrong them, and they cry out to me, 
 I will surely hear their cry.  
 
"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors  
 among My people, 
 you shall not act like an extortioner toward them 
 by demanding interest from them.  
If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, 
 you shall return it to him before sunset; 
 for this cloak of your neighbor's  
 is the only covering your neighbor has to stay warm.  
What else has your neighbor to sleep in? 
If your neighbor cries out to me, I will hear this voice. 
For, I your God, am compassionate." 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 18:24, 47, 51 
 
Our psalm response will be sung:  
Do not fear to hope, though the wicked rage and rise. 
Our God sees not as we see, Success is not the prize. 
Do not fear to hope, For though the night be long, 
The race shall not be to the swift, The fight not to the strong. 
 
We abandon ourselves to You, O Living Presence, 
         our strength,  
 our rock,  
 our protector,  
 our freedom. 
Just One, tower of strength, source of truth and goodness; 
        we call upon You, 
        Heart of our Hearts. 
We sing praises to Your Name. 
Fear no longer holds us. R. 
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Our God lives! Blessed be our rock! 
Exalted be the Heart of our hearts… 
You redeem our fears by Love. 
By love, You bestow the gifts 
        of peace, gratitude and assurance. 
May all peoples I’ve in Your truth 
        in the land of peace forever. R.  
 
 
Second Reading          Romans 12:14-21       
 
A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans:   
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep 
with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be haughty, but associate with 
those deemed of low estate.  Do not let your conceit lead you to think you are wise. Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble and honest in the sight of all.  If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.   
 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but allow for the judgment of God.  For it is written, ‘The 
reckoning is mine, and I will repay, says our God.’  No. If your enemies are hungry, feed them.  If 
they are thirsty, give them something to drink.  For by doing this, “you will heap burning coals on 
their heads” as the Book of Proverbs says.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
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Gospel           Matthew 22:34-40 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
When some Pharisees heard how Jesus had silenced the Sadducees in debate, they got together.  
One of them, an expert in the Law, tested Jesus: “Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the 
greatest?” 
 
Jesus replied, “‘Love your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment. The second is: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
Everything in the Law and the Prophets hangs on these two commandments.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily                 Bishop Jane Via 
 
 
Profession of Faith: Pledge for Racial Justicei   
 
As a community, as the Body of Christ, we join with people of faith and no faith, throughout the 
world, in committing itself to racial justice. And so we pledge together: 
 
WE SUPPORT justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege is unfair and harmful  
               to those who have it and to those who do not. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege and the culture of white supremacy  
              in which our nation and our church were founded and developed must be dismantled. 
WE SUPPORT racial equity, justice, and liberation for every person. 
WE AFFIRM the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
 
Therefore, from this day forward . . . 
WE WILL strive daily to understand white privilege and white supremacy  
                 and how their existence benefits us. 
WE COMMIT to help transform our church culture to one that is actively engaged  
             in seeking racial justice and equity for everyone. 
WE WILL make a greater effort to treat all people with the same respect we expect to receive. 
WE COMMIT to developing the courage to live our beliefs and values of racial justice and 
equality. 
WE WILL strive daily to eliminate racial prejudice from our thoughts and actions so that we can 
better promote the racial justice efforts of our church. 
WE WILL renew and honor this pledge daily, knowing that our church, our community, our 
nation, and our world will be better places because of our efforts. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 
“You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves…” In opposition 
to all human attempts to exclude and oppress those who are “not like us,” let us ask for strength 
and courage. 
 
Our response: Holy One, bring your people together. 
 
That in this time of racial and political division, we remain true to the commandment to “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” … we pray … Holy One, bring your people together. 
 
That as Paul teaches, we feed our enemies when they are hungry and give them something to 
drink when they are thirsty … we pray … Holy One, bring your people together. 
 
That we always remain attuned to the Spirit who calls all our churches to continual renewal, 
reform, and reconciliation … we pray … Holy One, bring your people together. 
 
That as the days grow shorter, we look to the fertile darkness for the signs of the reconciling work 
God is doing among us, and open ourselves to the warmth of the Presence … we pray… Holy 
One, bring your people together. 
 
For those who oppose us and exclude us, and for those whom we have oppressed and excluded 
throughout the centuries … we pray as Jesus said we should … Holy One, bring your people 
together. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-guided 
community of joys and sorrows. 
 
We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially those who have been touched by the 
pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly.  
 
Our response: Holy One, bring your people together. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our online 
community prayer book . . . we pray… Holy One, bring your people together. 
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Closing Prayer of the Faithful:   
 
Guide our steps, Holy One, and bring your people together in your way of justice and love. Let 
not a word slip from our lips that would denigrate any of your beloved children. Kindle in us 
anger at structures and systems that hold your people down. Make us bold to commit our whole 
lives to the liberation and healing of all. Reconcile us to one another, and to You. Heal us, from 
the racism of our systems and structures. Banish the viruses that seek to destroy. Equip us for the 
work that must be done. Strengthen us for the days ahead. Guard and guide us. Do not let us go 
until we are done. We pray in the name of the Holy One… Amen. 
 
 
Offertory Song – Who will Speak?        Haugen 
 
Who will speak for the ones who are voiceless, speak the truth in the places of power? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t?  
 
Refrain: 
Who will speak if we don’t? Who will speak if we don’t? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t? 
 
Who will speak for the children of violence? Who will speak for the peoples oppressed? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t? R. 
 
Who will care for the plants and the creatures? Who will care for the land and the sea? 
Who will work so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will work if we don’t?  
 
Who will work if we don’t? Who will work if we don’t? 
Who will work so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will work if we don’t? 
Who will speak if we don’t? Who will speak if we don’t? 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and cup of love will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.   
 Loving God, strengthen us to feed others.   
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
As we break bread and sip the wine of life, we remember not only your death, Jesus, but the 
body and blood of Trayvon Martin, Breanna Taylor, George Floyd and all unarmed black people 
killed by those hired to protect us.  We ponder Jesus’ death on a cross made from a tree, 
perceived by our black siblings as a form of lynching.  We ponder the deaths of these black 
people as a contemporary form of lynching.   
 
We remember that Jesus’ final wish before his death was that we all be one.  May this bread and 
wine nurture us and nudge our hearts into consciousness of the oneness of all life. We pray in the 
name of Jesus the Christ… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayerii 
 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Holy One, we know that Black lives matter to You, and always have. Black lives are valuable 
and precious and holy. Their lives are integral to Your magnificent beloved family. So we join 
with them and all the others who are just as sacred, valuable, precious, important, necessary and 
integral to Your plan of creation, raising our voices with all the angels and archangels, the diverse 
communion of saints from every nation, from every culture, who speak every language, 
worshiping endlessly and singing our song of praise:  
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the streets; from 
classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity with Christ, 
who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  
 
In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform the world, Jesus gave 
up his own divine privilege, and chose to live a life of service and love. These acts defined his 
greatness, and define our discipleship. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
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Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Giver of Sacred Worth, cause the gift of our lives to become for 
our neighbors, Your church, the living presence of Christ. Touch the lives of any who feel that 
their lives don’t matter; who feel they are not valued, who are treated with disrespect and fear 
that their precious lives will be thrown away. Change us, so others might have hope. Change us, 
so other might be valued. Change us, so that no one will have to stand before their oppressors 
alone. 
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom 
Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
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[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 

 
 
 

Prayer of Jesusiii         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
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Communion Song: For Just One Day, One Just Day      Beckham 
 
For just one day may we have peace? 
May anger sleep, may fighting cease? 
May those in bondage know release for just one day, one just day? 
 
One just day: A day of rest to let the whole world catch its breath 
To search our souls each in our own way, for just one day, one just day. 
 
For just one day, no weapon used, no one coerced, no one abused, 
No one by hate or anger bruised for just one day, one just day. 
 
One just day: No anguished tears, a pause from pain, a rest from fears, 
No hand or voice in anger raised, for just one day, one just day. 
 
For just one day, no stubborn pride; All wounded honor set aside; 
No one pursued or forced to hide for just one day, one just day. 
 
For just one day, let no one cheat no guile, no mean deceit; 
A peaceful trust for all who meet, for just one day, one just day. 
 
One just day: A day of rest to let the whole world catch its breath 
To search our souls each in our own way, for just one day, one just day. 
  
One just day, no spin, no skew, when every word we hear is true. 
And if somehow we see this through, for just one day, one just day; 
One Just Day….can we do two? 
 
Prayer After Communioniv         
 Adapted from a prayer by Sr. Simone Campbell 
 
O divine spirit, during the weeks and months ahead,  
stir our hearts and minds  
that we might fight for a vision that is worthy of you  
and your call to honor the dignity of all of your creation;  
a vision of who we are as a people grounded in community and care for all,  
especially the most marginalized;  
a vision that cares for our earth and heals the planet;  
a vision that ends structural racism, bigotry, and sexism  
so rife now in our nation and in our history;  
a vision that ensures hungry people are fed, children are nourished, immigrants are welcomed.  
O Spirit, breathe in us and our leaders a new resolve  
that, committed to this new promise,  
we will work together to build a national community  
grounded in healing, fearlessly based on truth,  
and living out of a sense of shared responsibility.  
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In the name of all that is holy,  
bring out of this time of global and national chaos a new creation,  
a new community that can, with Your help,  
realize this new promise that we affirm tonight.  
So with profound hope, let we the people say… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessing 
 
May God always bless us and keep us.  
May God’s face always shine upon us. 
May God look upon us with loving kindness. 
And may God fill our hearts with peace. 
Let the Church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Turning of the World       Pelham/Thomsen 
 
Let us sing this song for the turning of the world 
That we may turn as one 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
 
Verses: for turning, turn, substitute 2) loving, love  3) healing/heal  
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
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i Pledge for Racial Justice is adapted from the “Racial Equity Pledge” by First Unitarian Church of Dallas, Texas and the version 
used by St. Francis Xavier in New York, NY in there Service of Lamentation, Rage, and Hope. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Kn-pM3biTeGB39rMOmRjlxOsKMRhW1rz 
ii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion Service for Black Lives Matter, 
and other sources.  
iii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
iv Prayer after communion adapted from the prayer of Sr. Simone Campbell, https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-
society/2020/08/20/read-prayers-dnc-sister-simone-campbell-father-james-martin-democratic-convention  


