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Introduction to Season of Creation
Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, more
Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. This year
marks the sixth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics in 2015 to join
other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on Sept. 1 with the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. During this
season we are invited to consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might
do more to help protect and care for this planet. The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship
with our Creator and all creation. During the Season of Creation, we join our siblings in the ecumenical
family in prayer and action for our common home.

This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re awakened to the urgent need to heal our
relationships with creation and each other. During the season this year, we enter a time of restoration and
hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation.
Prelude
Today’s prelude is a tribute to Ruth Bader Ginsburg, including a sung version of Leonard Cohen’s
Hallelujah, sung in Hebrew, from Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl and Central Synagogue in New York
City on Rosh Hashanah 5781 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-INgWwo8TY
Introduction & Welcome – Kori
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the
land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations all around
the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are.
We are glad you are joining us.
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers of the
people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be offered in the
chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our
spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some
social time. All are welcome to join us for that time.
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song.
Opening Song: City of God
Awake from your slumber, arise from your sleep
A new day is dawning, for all those who weep
The people in darkness, have seen a great light
The God of our longing, has conquered the night.
Let us build the city of God
May our tears be turned into dancing
For our God, our life and our love
Has turned the night into day
We are children of morning, we are children of day.
The one who has loved us, has brightened our way.
The God of all kindness, has called us to be
A light for all people, to set their hearts free. R.
Opening Rite - Kori
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith:
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.

Schutte

May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness - Kori
In this season of creation, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re awakened to the urgent need to
heal our relationships with creation and each other. During this time, we enter a time of restoration and
hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation. We acknowledge
those moments when we’ve neglected to take care of each other and all of creation:
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being. Teach us to contemplate You in all aspects of the
universe and give us the grace to feel profoundly connected to all that is.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this earth,
remembering that all are precious to You.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, advance the
common good and care for this world we live in.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our lives.
Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with all. Amen.
Opening Prayer
O God, you alone judge rightly and search the depths of our hearts. Make us swift to do the desire of
your heart and slow to judge our neighbor, that we may walk in solidarity with those who are
oppressed, joining in the struggle for justice and liberation. Together, we pray… Amen.
First Reading

Ezekiel 18:25-28, 23, 29, 31-32

A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel:
"You say, 'God’s ways are unjust!' Hear now, O House of Israel: Is My way unjust? Is it not your ways
that are unjust?"
"If a righteous person turns away from what is right and does wrong, they will die for it. Because of their
error, they will die. If a wicked person abandons the wrong they have committed and does what is just
and right, they will save their life. None of their offenses will be remembered. Having considered and
renounced all previous offenses, they will most certainly live; they shall not die. Do I take any pleasure
in the death of the wicked? Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?
Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of God is not just.’ Are My ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your
ways that are unjust?

“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways,” declares God.
“Repent! Turn away from all your offenses. Then evil will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all
the offenses you have committed. Get a new heart and a new spirit. Why die? Why choose death? I,
your God, take no pleasure in the death of anyone! Turn, then, and live!
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 25:1-2a+11,22; 16a,17, 4-5, 7,6b; 21-22
Our sung psalm response is:
Oh God, You are my life, alleluia, alleluia.
O Dios, vives en mí, vives en mí, aleluya.
In You, O God, is our life.
Holy Mystery, in You we trust.
For Your Name's Sake, the Name from whom all names come,
pardon our guilt,
for it is great.
Redeem Your House, O God,
through all its troubles. R. .
Turn to us, O God! Relieve the troubles of our hearts.
Deliver us from distress.
Reveal to us Your ways, O God.
that we may walk along Your paths.
Guide us in Your truth
for You are the One who heals us and sets things right. R.
Do not remember our failings, the offenses of our past.
For the sake of Your goodness,
remember us in the light of Your unfailing Love,
which has been from of old. R.
May integrity and right-living preserve us as we wait on You.
Redeem Your House, O God, through all its troubles. R.
Second Reading

James 2:14-19, 25-26

A Reading from the Letter of James:
What good is it, beloved, if you say you have faith but do not follow it up with action? Can that faith
save you? If someone is in need of clothes or lacks enough food to live on, and one of you says to them,
“I wish you well, keep warm, and eat your fill,” without giving them these bare necessities, what good is
that? In the same way, faith, if good deeds do not go with it, is quite dead.

But someone might say, “You have faith, and I have good deeds.” Show me your faith apart from your
good deeds, and I by my acts of goodness, will show you my faith. You believe that God is one – good!
But even the demons believe that, - and shudder.
Remember Rahab, the prostitute. Was she not justified by her deeds when she welcomed the
messengers into her home, and showed them a safe road to leave by? For just as the body without
breath is dead, so faith without good deeds is also dead.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
[Moment of Silence]
Gospel Acclamation

Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano

Gospel

Matthew 21:28-32

Our God is with you. And also with you.
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew. Glory to You, O God.
While Jesus was teaching in the Temple in Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders of the people came to
him and challenged his authority, to which Jesus responded:
“What is your opinion? A parent had two children of age, and going to the first said, ‘Child of mine, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ The eldest responded, ‘I will not,’ but afterwards had a change of
heart, and went. The parent then went and said the same thing to the second, who answered,
‘Certainly, I’m on my way,’ but did not go.”
“Which of the two did what the parent desired?”
They responded, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “It is true; and I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are entering the reign of God ahead of you. For John the Baptizer came to you, showing the
right way to live, and you did not believe him; yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after
seeing that, you did not have a change of heart and believe.”
The Gospel of God.
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.

Homily

Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si”
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of Your creatures.
You embrace with tenderness and love
all that exists on this fragile Earth.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect all life and creation.
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship,
harming no one.
God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,
Move us to stand in solidarity
with all who have been abandoned and forgotten.
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience before love and protection of our
planet.
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all.
Prayers of the People
“What good is it, beloved, if you say you have faith but do not follow it up with action?” To God who
calls us to renewal of life and faith, let us pray.
Our response: Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
That the Holy One refresh the heart and the Spirit of our beloved sister Jane. who celebrates the third
anniversary of her episcopal ministry this week … we pray … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new
Spirit.
That with the tax collectors and prostitutes we have a profound change of heart, and come to
demonstrate our trust and love in action … we pray … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
That we might learn to live as siblings, not oppressors, with all the other creatures who share this planet
with us … we pray … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.

In thanksgiving for the turning of the seasons, that as we mark the shortening of the day and the
lengthening of the fruitful darkness, we come to know You, Creator, both in darkness and in light … we
pray … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
For those who cause us anxiety and distress, and for the times we have not overcome evil with good …
we pray as Jesus said we should … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-renewed community of
joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all creation, especially all who have
been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time.
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and
clearly.
Our response: Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have remained
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our online community
prayer book . . . we pray … Holy One, give us a new heart and a new Spirit.
Concluding Prayer:i
Holy One, open our hearts that we may feel the breath and play of your spirit,
unclench our hearts that we may reach out to one another in openness and generosity,
free our lips that we may speak for those whose voices are not heard,
unlock our ears to hear the cries of the broken-hearted,
and open our eyes to see Christ in friend and stranger,
that in sharing our love and our pain, our poverty and our prosperity, we may move towards that peace
and justice which comes from you and so be bearers of divine reconciliation. Amen.
Offertory Song: I have loved you
Refrain:
I have loved you with an everlasting love,
I have called you and you are mine;
I have loved you with an everlasting love,
I have called you and you are mine.
Seek the face of our God and long for life:
God will bring you such joy and such peace. R.
Seek the face of our God and long for life:
God will bring you such joy and such hope. R.
Seek the face of our God and long for life:
God will bring you such care and such love. R.

Joncas

Preparation of the Bread & Wine
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.
Blessed be God forever.
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.
Blessed be God forever.
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.
Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation.
Prayer with our Gifts
Holy One, bless these gifts of bread and wine, which we have drawn from the goodness of Your earth,
that they may sanctify our lives on earth and strengthen us to live lives dedicated to Your way of truth,
love, justice and liberation. In the name of Jesus,
we pray… Amen.
Eucharistic Prayerii
God dwells in you. And also in you.
Come to the table with thankful hearts.
We open our hearts to God and to one another.
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your
ongoing web of life. And so we join with all of creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with
all those in every generation who have looked to You in hope, in singing this unending song of praise:
Sanctus

Angrisano

Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed are all who come
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being. Your presence permeates and radiates through
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience. You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from
chaos and filling emptiness with life. Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.]
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final Passover meal. In the
breaking of the bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout
time. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ. We remember that…
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to
his friends, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”
[Pause]
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take
this all of you and drink. This is my life-blood. Do this in memory of me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
[Spoken]
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your death, Jesus, until you come again.
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us
into the fullness of union with You. Draw us to You - the immense universal source of becoming, and
the focus for all our human striving and desire.
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your creation from pollution, greed, harm,
and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit and expedience before loving and
protecting our planet. Refresh us with the fullness of Your being. Increase our zest for living, our
reverence of the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace and justice for all. May our
lives be always in communion with Your creative action in the world.
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ.
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your
goodness flows.
Through Christ, may all creation unfold.
With Christ, may all creation be one.
In Christ, may all life be healed.
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.

[sung]

Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano

Prayer of Jesusiii
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and
words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version adapted from the New Zealand
Prayer Book:
Eternal Spirit: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and all that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, creation resonates
with celebration of your nameless name.
Let justice and mercy flood the earth;
let all creation harmonize in your imagination;
and let us recognize that every thought and thing belongs to you.
With the bread we need for today, feed us;
in the hurts we absorb from each other
and those we inflict on others, forgive us;
in times of test and temptation, stand with us;
from the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
Sign of Peace
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace.
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation.
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.

Angrisano

We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church.
May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that
knows no bounds. Amen.
Communion Song: Now in this Banquet

Haugen

Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread;
Here shall all hungers be fed.
Bread that is broken, wine that is poured,
Love is the sign of our God.
You who have touched us and graced us with love,
make us your people of goodness and light.
Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread;
Here shall all hungers be fed.
Bread that is broken, wine that is poured,
Love is the sign of our God.
Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love;
open our eyes to the glory of God.
God of our journeys, daybreak to night;
Lead us to justice and light.
Grant us compassion, strength for the day,
Wisdom to walk in your way.
Prayer After Communioniv
Adapted from a prayer by Sr. Simone Campbell
O divine spirit, during the weeks and months ahead, stir our hearts and minds that we might fight for a
vision that is worthy of you and your call to honor the dignity of all of your creation;
a vision of who we are as a people grounded in community and care for all,
especially the most marginalized;
a vision that cares for our earth and heals the planet;
a vision that ends structural racism, bigotry, and sexism
so rife now in our nation and in our history;
a vision that ensures hungry people are fed, children are nourished, immigrants are welcomed.
O Spirit, breathe in us and our leaders a new resolve
that, committed to this new American promise,
we will work together to build a national community
grounded in healing, fearlessly based on truth, and living out of a sense of shared responsibility.
In the name of all that is holy,
bring out of this time of global and national chaos a new creation,
a new community that can, with Your help,
realize this new promise that we affirm tonight.
So with profound hope, let we the people say… Amen.

Closing Blessingv
As the whole earth groans for freedom, we will find our way through practices of love.
Love that is generous. Love that is bold. Love that is reciprocal and risky.
Love that does not abandon nor neglect, but is fulfilled in the joy of giving and receiving.
Seeking liberation for all life, let us go and live with faith.
May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the world
To reflect God’s glory in creation.
Let the church say.. Amen.
Sending Forth
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Song: God of Wonders

Hindalong & Byrd

God of all creation, of water, earth, and sky;
The heavens are Your tabernacle, glory to our God on high.
God of wonders, beyond our galaxy, You are holy, holy.
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy.
God of heaven and earth. God of heaven and earth.
Early in the morning, we will celebrate the light;
When we stumble in the darkness, we will call Your name by night. R
Holy, holy, holy! Our God Almighty!
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Infinite Compassion.
God still revealing, we sing our praise to Thee! R

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive
for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety
of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To
support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate.
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.
No copyright infringement is intended.

Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’
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Concluding Prayer of the Faithful adapted from South Australian Council of Churches, http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=498.
Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy Corran,
Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.
iii
The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is adapted
from the New Zealand Prayer Book.
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Prayer after communion adapted from the prayer of Sr. Simone Campbell, https://www.americamagazine.org/politicssociety/2020/08/20/read-prayers-dnc-sister-simone-campbell-father-james-martin-democratic-convention
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Closing blessing adapted from re-worship, https://re-worship.blogspot.com and from enfleshed.com by Kori Pacyniak.

