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Introduction to Season of Creation
Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, more
Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. This year
marks the sixth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics in 2015 to join
other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on Sept. 1 with the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. During this
season we are invited to consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might
do more to help protect and care for this planet. The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship
with our Creator and all creation. During the Season of Creation, we join our siblings in the ecumenical
family in prayer and action for our common home.
This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re awakened to the urgent need to heal our
relationships with creation and each other. During the season this year, we enter a time of restoration and
hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation.

Introduction & Welcome
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the
land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations all around
the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are.
We are glad you are joining us.
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers of the
people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be offered in the
chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our
spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some
social time. All are welcome to join us for that time.
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song.

Opening Song: How Great is our God

Tomlin

Ce-lestial royalty, clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice all the earth rejoice
God’s wrapped in starry light and sings into the night
We tremble at this voice, tremble at this voice
Refrain:

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God

Age to age God stands, and time is in God’s hands
Beginning and the end, beginning and the end.
God’s own divinity, dwells in humanity
Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb R.
Name above all names. here we offer praise
Our hearts will sing, how great is our God. R.

Opening Rite
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith:
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

Knowing God’s Loving Kindness
In this season of creation, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re awakened to the urgent need to
heal our relationships with creation and each other. During the season this year, we enter a time of
restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation. We
acknowledge those moments when we’ve neglected to take care of each other and all of creation:
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being. Teach us to contemplate You in all aspects of the
universe and give us the grace to feel profoundly connected to all that is.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this earth,
remembering that all are precious to You.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, advance the
common good and care for this world we live in.
We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our lives.
Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with all. Amen.
Opening Prayer
Holy Mystery,
You are Wisdom from the deep. You are Wisdom from the deep dark of space. You are Wisdom from
the depths of life and death. May Your mysteries keep us from easy answers, but draw us deeper into
revealing questions. Guided by Your voice, may we find ourselves on the way that leads to fullness of
Life for all. We pray in the name of Jesus, Mystery made flesh… Amen.

First Reading
A Reading from the Book of Job:
From the heart of the tempest, God addressed Job:
“Who is this,
obscuring my intentions with ignorant words?
Brace yourself for debate!
I am going to ask the questions,
and you tell me the answers.
Where were you when I spun the cosmos into being?
Tell me, if you know.
Who decided Earth's dimensions,
measuring its belly with a cord?

Job 38:1-9, 12-14, 16-18

Who planted it with seeds of life?
Who paved space with the elements
while morning stars burst out in song,
and all the angels shouted for joy!
A cosmic throng in cosmic chorus!
Who filled the earth with its seas
as waters burst forth from the womb?
Where were you when I wrapped the ocean in clouds
and swaddled the sea in thick darkness?
Have you ever called forth morning,
or guided dawn to its place
to hold the corners of the sky
and shake off the last few stars?
All things touched with color,
and all we see is changed?
Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea,
or walked the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been shown to you?
Have you unlocked the doors
of the deepest darkness of space?
Have you comprehended
the vast expanse of the cosmos,
seeing beyond its boundaries?
Tell me, if you know all this.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 145:3b,5; 7, 9; 13, 18-20a
Our Psalm Response is:
Cercá está Dios de los que lo invocan
Our God is near to all, to all who call your name.
Great is God and greatly to be praised!
Your grandeur, O God, none can fathom!
From age to age Your glorious splendor is proclaimed,
Your wondrous works extolled!
The Cosmos celebrates your abounding goodness,
The stars sing joyfully of your justice. R.
God is good, good to all!
You have compassion toward all Your creation.
Your reign is for all ages;

Your goodness for all generations.
You are trustworthy in Your words,
loving in Your works.
Creation is filled with Your love. R.
You are near to all who call upon the Holy Name,
to all who call upon You in truth.
You fulfill the desires of those who love You.
You hear our cries, delivering us in our distress.
You watch over all who love. R.
Second Reading

Philippians 3:20-4:1

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians:
Our citizenship is in the heavens…
We are citizens of the Cosmos, and we await the coming of the fullness of the Cosmic Christ. Then, our
own bodies will transform into glory.
Therefore, saints, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in God, dear friends!
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
[Moment of Silence]
Gospel Acclamation

Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano

Gospel
Our God is with you. And also with you.
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew. Glory to You, O God.

Matthew 21:23-27

Jesus entered the temple courts. While he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this
authority?”
Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am
doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t
you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that
John was a prophet.”
So, they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
The Gospel of God.
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.
Homily

Nancy Corran

Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si”
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of Your creatures.
You embrace with tenderness and love
all that exists on this fragile Earth.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect all life and creation.
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship,
harming no one.
God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,
Move us to stand in solidarity
with all who have been abandoned and forgotten.
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience before love and protection of our
planet.
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all.

Prayers of the People
“Who paved space with the elements while morning stars burst out in song, and all the angels shouted
for joy?” To the Creator of all that is, let us pray.
Our response: Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
To the One who spun the cosmos into being, and planted it with the seeds of life from which we arose
… we pray … Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
That we might be attuned to the changing of our Earth’s seasons, and appreciate the blessings and
revelations of both light and darkness … we pray … Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us,
and beyond us.
In thanksgiving for the seas and springs that water the earth, for the glorious pageantry of our western
sunsets, and for all the mysteries of this Earth and the universe beyond our understanding … we pray …
Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
Send us your creating and renewing Spirit, Holy One, so that our own earthly bodies will transform into
glory … we pray … Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
For those who do not see the self-revelation of God in the cosmos … we pray as Jesus said we should …
Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-inspired community of
joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all creation, especially those who have
been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time.
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and
clearly.
Our response: Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have remained
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our online community
prayer book . . . we pray … Holy One, Creator, You are within us, around us, and beyond us.
Concluding Prayer:
Holy One, True Comforter in Life and Death,
As Jesus walked alongside the vulnerable, we trust You walk with us in our sorrow.
As women disciples stayed with Jesus in his death, we trust You are with us in our death. As morning
stars burst out in song and angels shout for joy, we trust You celebrate our joys. As Your waters burst
forth and clouds swaddled new life, may we continue Your Life-giving work on Earth. We pray…Amen.

Offertory Song: How Can I Keep from Singing?
My life goes on in endless song
Above earth´s lamentations,
I hear the real, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.
Refrain:

No storm can shake my inmost calm,
While to that rock I´m clinging.
Since love is all in heaven and earth
How can I keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear its music ringing,
It sounds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing? R.
What though the tempest round me roar,
I hear the truth, it liveth.
What though the darkness 'round me close,
Songs in the night it giveth. R.

Preparation of the Bread & Wine
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.
Blessed be God forever.
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.
Blessed be God forever.
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.
Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation.
Prayer with our Gifts
God-beyond-us, God-with-us, God-in-us,
May this meal be for us Your mystery manifest in simple gifts of Earth: Bread and Wine. May this meal
be for us Your mystery manifest in us: Body and Blood. Through Jesus’ brokenness, You revealed
Yourself, and new life emerged. Come to us in our brokenness, revealing Yourself, leading us to new
life. In this meal, we remember we are part of the Universe Story, one with all Creation. With this
meal, we celebrate the fullness of the body of Christ. Through this meal, we trust that the Christ, Cosmic
Mystery, unites all things in You, O God, we pray… Amen.

Eucharistic Prayeri
God dwells in you. And also in you.
Come to the table with thankful hearts.
We open our hearts to God and to one another.
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your
ongoing web of life. And so we join with all of creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with
all those in every generation who have looked to You in hope, in singing this unending song of praise:
Sanctus

Angrisano

Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed are all who come
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being. Your presence permeates and radiates through
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience. You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from
chaos and filling emptiness with life. Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.]
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final Passover meal. In the
breaking of the bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout
time. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ. We remember that…
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to
his friends, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”
[Pause]
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take
this all of you and drink. This is my life-blood. Do this in memory of me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
[Spoken]
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your death, Jesus,
until you come again, until you come again.

We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us
into the fullness of union with You. Draw us to You - the immense universal source of becoming, and
the focus for all our human striving and desire.
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your creation from pollution, greed, harm,
and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit and expedience before loving and
protecting our planet. Refresh us with the fullness of Your being. Increase our zest for living, our
reverence of the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace and justice for all. May our
lives be always in communion with Your creative action in the world.
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ.
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your
goodness flows.

Through Christ, may all creation unfold.
With Christ, may all creation be one.
In Christ, may all life be healed.
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.
[sung]

Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano

Prayer of Jesusii
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and
words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version adapted from the New Zealand
Prayer Book:

Eternal Spirit: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and all that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, creation resonates
with celebration of your nameless name.
Let justice and mercy flood the earth;
let all creation harmonize in your imagination;
and let us recognize that every thought and thing belongs to you.
With the bread we need for today, feed us;
in the hurts we absorb from each other
and those we inflict on others, forgive us;
in times of test and temptation, stand with us;
from the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
Sign of Peace
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace.

Lamb of God

Angrisano

Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation.
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church.
May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that
knows no bounds. Amen.
Communion Song: Sacred Silence
Sacred silence, holy ocean, gentle water, washing over me.
Help me listen, Holy Spirit. Come and speak to me.
Paz sagrada, mar profundo, agua viva, corre sobre mí.
Quiero oírte, Santo Espíritu, ven y háblame.
Sacred silence, holy ocean, gentle water, washing over me.
Help me listen, Holy Spirit. Come and speak to me.
Come and be with me. Ven y háblame.

Booth / Hanson

Prayer After Communion
Adapted from a prayer by Sr. Simone Campbell
O divine spirit, during the weeks and months ahead,
stir our hearts and minds
that we might fight for a vision that is worthy of you and your call
to honor the dignity of all of your creation;
a vision of who we are as a people
grounded in community and care for all, especially the most marginalized;
a vision that cares for our earth and heals the planet;
a vision that ends structural racism, bigotry, and sexism
so rife now in our nation and in our history;
a vision that ensures hungry people are fed, children are nourished, immigrants are welcomed.
O Spirit, breathe in us and our leaders a new resolve
that, committed to this new American promise,
we will work together to build a national community
grounded in healing, fearlessly based on truth, and living out of a sense of shared responsibility.
In the name of all that is holy,
bring out of this time of global and national chaos a new creation,
a new community that can, with Your help,
realize this new promise that we affirm tonight.
So with profound hope, let we the people say… Amen.
Closing Blessingiii
May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the world
To reflect God’s glory in creation.
Let the church say.. Amen.
Sending Forth
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Song: Blessed be Your Name
Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful,
Where Your streams of abundance flow; blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place,
When I walk through the wilderness; blessed by Your name.
Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, God, still I will say:
Blessed be the name of our God. Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of our God. Blessed be Your holy name.

Redman

Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me,
When the world’s all as it should be; blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering;
Though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. (R)
You give and take away. You give and take away.
My heart will choose to say, “God, blessed be Your name.”
Blessed be the name of our God. Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of our God. Blessed be Your holy name.
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive
for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety
of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To
support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate.
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.
No copyright infringement is intended.
Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’
i

Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy Corran,
Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.
ii
The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is adapted
from the New Zealand Prayer Book.
iii
Closing blessing adapted from re-worship, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/

