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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 
 

15th Anniversary Year – 2005-2020 
Season of Creation  

September 6, 2020 – Labor Day Sunday 
 

Introduction to Season of Creation 
 

Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, 
more Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. 
This year marks the fifth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics 
in 2015 to join other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on 

Sept. 1 with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. This year's Season of Creation is focusing on "protecting the web of life in all its 

variety, because each species reveals the glory of the Creator." During this season we are invited to 
consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might do more to help 

protect and care for this planet. 
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Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the 
land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations all around 
the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. 
We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers of the 
people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be offered in the 
chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our 
spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some 
social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
 
 
Opening Song: Canticle of the Sun        Haugen 
 
The heavens are telling the glory of God,  
and all creation is shouting for joy. 
Come, dance in the forest, come, play in the field,  
and sing, sing to the glory of our God. 
 
Praise for the sun, the bringer of day, 
Who carries the light of our God in its rays; 
The moon and the stars who light up the way unto your throne. R.  
 
Praise for the wind that blows through the trees, 
The seas mighty storms, the gentlest breeze; 
They blow where they will, they blow where they please to praise our God. R.  
 
Praise for the rain that waters our fields, 
And blesses our crops so all the earth yields; 
From death unto life her myst'ry revealed springs forth in joy. R.  
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
As we remember our call to commit ourselves to a labor of love, we begin our liturgy with the sign of 
our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the justice of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
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Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world and so we mix our worship and our work, 
our faith and our life. God has called us together, called us into community, and challenges us to 
consider questions of priority as we engage with the world. In this season of creation, we take a moment 
to remember that all of us are connected in the rich web of life and we acknowledge those moments 
when we’ve neglected to take care of each other and all of creation:  
 
God of creation, You spoke the universe into being, creating an interconnected web of life.  Teach us to 
contemplate You in all aspects of the universe and give us the grace to feel profoundly connected to all 
that is. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of Your love for all the creatures of this earth, 
remembering that all are precious to You. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
God of life, as we face the realities of climate change, help us avoid the sin of indifference, advance the 
common good and care for this world we live in. 
 We stand on holy ground, connected in the web of life.  
 
Holy One, walk with us as we endeavor to care for Your diverse creation in every aspect of our lives. 
Help us to spread respect for life, people, and creation as we strive to live in solidarity with all. Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Worker God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects all other lives. Guide 
us in the work we do, that we may always strive for the common good and justice for all. Make us 
mindful of the inequalities in this world and arouse our concern for those who are out of work. 
Strengthen our hearts and our hands to work with you in the building of a world filled with justice and 
peace. In your name, we pray… Amen.  
 
First Reading                       Ruth 2:2-9 
 
A Reading from the Book of Ruth:  
 
Ruth, a young widow and a Moabite, lived with her mother-in-law, Naomi.  All of Naomi’s children had 
died, and Naomi also was widowed.  Together, they moved to Judah, Naomi’s home country. 
 
In order to sustain themselves, Ruth, said to Naomi, “Let me go glean ears of grain in the field of anyone 
who will allow me that favor.”  Naomi replied, “Yes, go, my daughter.”  So, she went and gleaned in a 
field behind the harvesters.  She happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was 
of the family of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech (which means God is my Ruler). 
 
Just then, Boaz returned from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “God be with you.”  
  
“God bless you!” they replied.   
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Boaz asked the head laborer of the harvesters, “Where does this young woman come from?  To whom 
does she belong?”  The head laborer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back with Naomi from the 
country of Moab.  She asked, ‘Please, let me glean whatever falls from the sheaves behind the reapers.’ 
Ever since early this morning until now she has been on her feet, with scarcely a moment’s rest.” 
 
Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Don’t glean in anyone else’s field, and don’t leave my 
field.  Stay close to the other women who work for me.  Keep your eyes on the field that is being reaped, 
and follow behind them.  I have ordered the young men not to bother you.  Whenever you are thirsty, 
go and get a drink from the pitchers of water they have drawn.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 72:1-2+4; 12-14; 16+17b 
Music H. Berberet, Spanish Translation O. Espin 
 
Our Psalm Response is:   
We reach out our hands, we reach out our hands 
Extiende tus manos, extiende tus manos 
 
Let the rulers rule with Your justice, O God, 
     providing hope to those who benefit least. 
May they defend the cause of those who  
     are poor among the people. 
May they defend the oppressed and guard their children, 
 overturning uneven tables. R.  
 
Like God, let us offer a hand  
 to those in need when they call, 
 to those who have no helper. 
God's compassion is stirred  
 by those who are vulnerable.  
From extortion and violence, God redeems people. 
Precious is their blood in God's sight. R. 
 
May there be abundance of grain for all. 
May it wave on the tops of mountains! 
May its fruit be like Lebanon! 
May people blossom across the land,  
    like the grass of the field! 
May the peoples of Earth be a blessing. 
May all be happy in one another.  R.  
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Second Reading                 Romans 12:9-13 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans:  
 
Let love be genuine.  Hate what is evil.  Hold fast to what is good.  Love one another with mutual 
affection.  Outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, but be fervent in spirit as you serve 
God.  Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints.  
Extend hospitality to strangers. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 

 
 
 
Gospel            Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
The kin-dom of heaven is like an owner of a vineyard who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers.  After agreeing with the workers for the usual daily wage, one denarius, the workers went into 
the vineyard.  When the owner went out about nine o’clock and found others standing idle in the 
marketplace, the wine grower said to them, “You also go to my vineyard, and I will pay you what is 
just.”  So, they went.  Then the owner went out again about noon, and then also at about three o’clock, 
and did the same.  And about five o’clock, still others were standing around.  So, the owner said, “Why 
are you standing here idle all day?”  They replied, “Because no one has hired us.”  The wine grower 
said, “You also go into my vineyard.”   
 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to the manager, “Call the workers and pay them 
their wages, starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.”  Those who were hired at the end of 
the day came forward and received the usual daily wage, one denarius.  Then, when the first workers 
came forward, they expected to get more, but they too received one denarius each, a usual day’s wage.   
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They took it, but grumbled at the wine grower saying, “The workers who came last have put in only one 
hour, and you have treated them the same as us, even though we have done a heavy day’s labor in the 
heat.”  The landowner answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you.  Did 
we not agree on one denarius?  Take what belongs to you and go.  I choose to pay the latecomer as 
much as I pay you.  Have I no right to do what I like with my own affairs?  Why should you be envious 
because I am generous?”   
 
It is in this way that the last will be first, and the first, last. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
 
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of Your creatures. 
You embrace with tenderness and love  
all that exists on this fragile Earth. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect all life and creation. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship, harming no one. 
 
God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,  
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who have been abandoned and forgotten. 
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.  
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience  
before love and protection of our planet.  
 
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,  
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.  
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,  
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all  
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
“It is in this way that the last will be first, and the first, last.” “God’s compassion is stirred by those who 
are vulnerable.” To God, who shows a preferential option for the poor, and in whose name we gather, 
let us pray. 
 
Our response: We are committed to justice and compassion. 
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That from Ruth, and from determined working women down through the ages, we learn that God’s 
compassion is stirred by those who are vulnerable … we pray … We are committed to justice and 
compassion. 
 
That we never waver in our active support for justice and fair wages and working conditions for all who 
work, we pray … We are committed to justice and compassion. 
 
That in our community life as well as individually we continually champion the dignity and value of 
human work … we pray … We are committed to justice and compassion. 
 
That we do all we can to insure that our government provides hope to those who benefit least, and 
defends the oppressed … we pray … We are committed to justice and compassion. 
 
In thanksgiving for our beloved green and blue Earth, and that we have the wisdom and will to reform 
the ways in which our way of living has interfered with her life-sustaining systems … we pray … We are 
committed to justice and compassion. 
 
For those who do not share our views of God, of justice, and of how to live in harmony with the rest of 
Creation … we pray as Jesus said we should … We are committed to justice and compassion. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Resurrection community of 
joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially those who have been 
touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and 
clearly.  
 
Our response: We are committed to justice and compassion. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have remained 
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…  
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our online community 
prayer book … we pray … We are committed to justice and compassion. 
  
 
Concluding Prayer of the People:  
God of Justice and Compassion – we bring all these prayers to you in the knowledge that you are 
already at work amid the brokenness of our economic system and that you invite each of us to be a part 
of your holy work of justice. Hear these prayers today – both spoken aloud and those in our hearts – in 
the hope that together we might be the people you have called us to be, reflecting your compassion, 
mercy and justice in all that we do.  In your many holy names we pray… Amen.  
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Offertory Song: We Tend the Ground        Stephan 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
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Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
God of love and justice, we give you thanks for life and all that we receive from your hands. Keep us 
mindful of the hands that prepared these gifts and especially the hands of workers who have made this 
bounty possible. Open our hearts to the awesome opportunities of life your love presents. Transform us 
too, O God, to be your bearers of justice, that we may all be free. We pray in your holy name. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayeri 
 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island 
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your 
ongoing web of life. We thank You for the abundance of the earth and for the vision that one day all will 
share at one table, that none will be turned away hungry or thirsty.  And so, we join with all of creation, 
on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who have looked to You in 
hope, in singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being.  Your presence permeates and radiates through 
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience.  You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from 
chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our 
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of 
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.  
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We give You thanks for Jesus who showed us how to live Your vision of justice. He gathered common 
laborers to be his disciples, and by Your Spirit he preached good news to the poor, proclaimed release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, set at liberty those who were oppressed, and 
announced the year of Jubilee.  We thank You for this freeing, good news as we seek to give it generous 
expression in our lives. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final Passover meal. In the 
breaking of the bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout 
time.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 

[Pause] 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take 
this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:         [Spoken]  
 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your death, Jesus, until you come again. 
 
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with 
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You. Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your 
creation from pollution, greed, harm, and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit 
and expedience before loving and protecting our planet. Increase our zest for living, our reverence of 
the earth, our commitment to a world based on equality, peace and justice for all.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the 
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of 
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and 
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments 
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
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[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 

 
 

Prayer of Jesusii          
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version adapted from the New Zealand 
Prayer Book:  
 

Eternal Spirit: Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, creation resonates 
with celebration of your nameless name. 
Let justice and mercy flood the earth; 
let all creation harmonize in your imagination; 
and let us recognize that every thought and thing belongs to you. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us; 
in the hurts we absorb from each other 
and those we inflict on others, forgive us; 
in times of test and temptation, stand with us; 
from the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever.  Amen.   

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
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We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using 
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. 
May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that 
knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song: Let Justice Roll Like a River 
 
Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 
Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us, 
Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
 
Take from me your holy feasts, all your off'rings and your music; 
Let justice flow like waters, and integrity like an everflowing stream. R.  
 
How long shall we wait, O God, for the day of your mercy to dawn, 
the day we beat our swords into ploughs, when your peace reigns over the earth? R.  
 
You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace; 
to act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God. R. 
 
Prayer After Communion           
 written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,  
          slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  
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Closing Blessingiii 
 
God of the rough-worn hands, as we honor workers this day, let us not forget those whose work is 
without honor: those homemakers who watch over children and homes but are not recognized as 
workers because they are not paid, those who are forced out of jobs by corporate changes, those forced 
into early retirement, those who are denied employment because of their age; those who live far from 
home, struggling to save a bit of money to sent to their loved ones; those who must work illegally in 
order to survive; those who lose jobs because employers use undocumented labor. 
 
Christ of the aching back, you worked the rough wood, you walked the long and dusty roads, you know 
the bitter thirst of the poor. Let our thirst become a passion for justice. Help us to work toward 
transformation of economic policies that allow only a few nations to hoard the world's wealth, policies 
that pay women as only half a person or less, policies that do not recognize the worth of labor exactly 
without pay.  
 
Spirit of creative power, move among us this day. Heal the wounds we carry because of jobs we hate 
but must do, jobs we want but cannot have. Heal all those who labor to survive. Bless our labor as well 
as our rest. Bless all of the work that we work that we do and help us work for the common good. Bless 
our service and sustain us always in our efforts for a world changed by God’s love and justice. Let the 
church say… Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Canticle of the Sun         Haugen 
 
The heavens are telling the glory of God,  
and all creation is shouting for joy. 
Come, dance in the forest, come, play in the field,  
and sing, sing to the glory of our God. 
 
Praise for the earth who makes life to grow, 
The creatures you made to let your life show; 
The flowers and trees that help us to know the heart of love. R. 
 
Praise for our death that makes our life real, 
The knowledge of loss that helps us to feel; 
The gift of yourself, your presence revealed to lead us home. R.  

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic Church. 

Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our 
commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday 

offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
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Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  
 

 
i Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy Corran, 
Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
ii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is a sung 
contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
iii Closing blessing adapted from re-worship, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/ 
 


