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15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 
22st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 30, 2020 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break 
before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
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Opening Song: Let Justice Roll Like a River      Haugen 
 
Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 
Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us, 
Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
 
Take from me your holy feasts, all your off'rings and your music; 
Let justice flow like waters, and integrity like an ever-flowing stream. R.  
 
How long shall we wait, O God, for the day of your mercy to dawn, 
the day we beat our swords into ploughs, when your peace reigns over the earth? R.  
 
You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace; 
to act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
We pause for a moment to remember those times during this past week that we have not lived as 
God calls us to:  
 
Loving God, when we fail to recognize injustice in our daily lives, 
 Help us to open our hearts to Your love.  
 
Jesus the Christ, when we tolerate injustice and the absence of wisdom,  
 Help us to speak out for what is right and just.  
 
Spirit of Life, when we forget that true Wisdom always leads to justice,  
 Help us to seek Your Wisdom. 
 
May the God of Wisdom and Justice have compassion on us, forgive us our failings, and 
transform us to be prophets of truth and workers for justice in this world. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
O God, you come to us in unexpected places - in isolation, behind closed doors, in video chats  
with friends and telephone conversations with loved ones. You come bringing us peace, where 
there is no peace. You come bringing us hope when everything seems hopeless. You inspire us to 
work for justice in a world filled with injustice. Come and be among us now, in every place 
where we are. Open our eyes to see you, open our hearts to know you. We pray in Jesus’ 
name… Amen.  
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First Reading                     Jeremiah 22:13-16 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah:  
 
"Woe to those who build their house  
 upon exploited labor, 
who build their upper rooms with injustice, 
who make their neighbors work for nothing, 
    and do not give them fair wages. 
Woe to those who say, 'I will build myself a spacious house 
    with large upper rooms,' 
and who cut out windows for it, 
    paneling it with cedar, 
    and painting it with vermilion. 
 
"Does it make you great 
    because you compete in cedar? 
Instead, intercede for those who work hard  
 yet hardly eke out a life. 
That will make you great. 
Then, you would have a great house. 
To consider those who are in need,  
 is not this to know Me?" 
     says God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM  
Music and refrain by Juan J Sosa 
Psalm 82 Interpretation Nan Merrill 
 
Our psalm response will be sung:  
De la justicia brota la paz y del amor la calma 
De la justicia brota la paz y del amor la calma 
 
O compassionate teacher,  
in the silence you make yourself known to all who take time to listen. 
Would that those in power heed your voice. 
“How long will you misuse power to oppress? 
When will you learn that to act with integrity  
will bring mutual blessing to all? 
Do you not know that to give succor to the poor  
and to free people to succeed  
will bring you more joy  
than all your bank accounts? R.  
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Arise! Awaken to the new dawn! 
For the foundations of the cosmos are shaking with injustice. R.  
 
I say, “Within you dwells the Beloved, the Breath of your breath; 
Open your heart in the silence  
and know the one in the many.” 
Arise! Join in the new creation! 
Let harmony reign among all the nations R.  
 
Second Reading                  Romans 13:8-10 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans:   
 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law.  The commandments, “You shall not cheat; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 
shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to others. Therefore, love fulfills the law. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 

 
 
Gospel            Mt 17:14-27 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus and the disciples came upon a crowd.  A man approached, knelt down before Jesus, and 
said, “Please, Sir. Have compassion on my son, for he has seizures and suffers severely.  Often he 
falls into fire, and often into water.  I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.”  
 
Jesus said in reply, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be with you? How long 
will I endure you? Bring him here to me.” Jesus rebuked the demon, who came out of the child.  
From that moment, the boy was cured.  
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The disciples approached Jesus in private and asked, “Why could we not drive it out?”  He said 
to them, “Because of your little faith. Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.”  
 
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Chosen One is to be betrayed and 
killed, but will be raised on the third day.” The disciples were overwhelmed with grief. 
 
When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax approached Peter and said, 
“Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?” “Yes,” he said.  
 
When Peter came into the house, before he had time to speak, Jesus asked him, “What is your 
opinion, Simon? From whom do the rulers of the earth take tolls or census tax?  From their 
subjects or from foreigners?” When he replied, “From foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then the 
subjects are exempt.  But that we may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook, and take 
the first fish that comes up. Open its mouth and you will find a coin worth twice the temple tax. 
Give that to them for me and for you.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily                 Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 
We believe in God who made us all,  
 and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
 alive in every human heart,  
 expressed in every culture,  
 found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
We believe in Jesus, the Christ,  
 who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
 to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
 called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
 lifted to the fullness of life.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the breath of God on earth,  
 who keeps the Christ vision present to all 
 and infuses energy into spirits yet weary, isolated, searching and confused.  
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, to nature, to happiness, to wholeness,  
to the partnership of people of all genders in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us beyond the boundaries of ourselves,  
to forgiveness, and to everything that stretches our hearts to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   



 6 

Prayers of the People 
 
Jeremiah couldn’t be clearer: “Woe to those who build their house upon exploited labor.” “To 
consider those who are in need, is not this to know Me? says God.” To God who is both justice 
and compassion, let us pray. 
 
Our response: Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
That we never waver in our active support for justice and fair wages and working conditions for 
all who work, we pray … Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
That with the Psalmist we remain still before God and wait patiently, not being envious of those 
who benefit from dishonesty … we pray … Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
Send us your Spirit, Holy One, to empower us with love and so fulfill Your law … we pray … 
Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
In thanksgiving for the uncontrollable wildness of the galaxies that shows us one image of God, 
as well as for the quiet harvests of the Earth that provide another … we pray … Holy One, lead 
us to justice and compassion. 
 
For those who exploit migrants and those who are poor, and for the times we have benefitted 
from that exploitation … we pray as Jesus said we should … Holy One, lead us to justice 
and compassion. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Resurrection community 
of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially those who have 
been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
 
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly.  
 
Our response: Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our community 
prayer book . . . we pray … Holy One, lead us to justice and compassion. 
 
Closing Prayer of the People:  
 
Holy One, who leads us to justice and compassion, help us to transform this world that all might 
know healing and liberation. Hear those prayers we bring before you today, especially those that 
remain deep in the silence of our hearts and those we fear to speak aloud. Comfort all who are 
suffering and hold us all in Your love. We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen. 
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Offertory Song: Hymn to Sophia        Scharf 
 
From the beginning, creating the Cosmos;   
breathing new life into all that has been.  
Stretching the spirit to take in the wonders,  
touching the heart with a hopefulness seen.  
 
May Sophia be near to me.  
May Sophia give vision to see.  
May Sophia be near to us all.  
May Sophia make clear Her call.  
 
Flowering beauty, your gifts so abundant;  
Word of Life whispered, a voice that is clear.  
Promise of present in every moment;  
dancing creation, that knows you are near. R.  
 

Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and cup of love will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to feed others.   

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Generous God, you have shown us what it means to love. And you call us to follow Your 
example — to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Bless these gifts of bread and wine. Give 
us an unwavering passion for justice, and a tenacious faith that will not rest until all who are 
hungry are fed, all who suffer oppression achieve justice, and the outsider finds a welcome. In 
your name, we pray… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeri 
 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
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God of All, You call us to work for justice, to share our table with all creation, to feed the needy 
at our door, to see nobody left in need.  For the blessing of Your gifts, and the challenge of Your 
call to us, we join with prophets and saints and all your people throughout the ages as we sing: 
 
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the streets; from 
classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity with Christ, 
who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  
 
In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform the world, Jesus 
proclaimed the Good News: calling for captives to be set free, the lowly to be lifted up, the 
redistribution of wealth and the eradication of injustice and oppression. His commitment to 
practicing love knew no bounds - not even the bounds of death.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
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We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and 
affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a 
model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom 
Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 

 
 

Prayer of Jesusii         Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song: All my Days         Schutte 

 
Till the end of my days, O God, We will bless your name,  
Sing your praise, give you thanks, all our days.  
 
You have made us a little less than a god,  
And have lavished our hearts with your love.  
With dignity and honor you’ve clothed us, given us grace to love all. R.  
 
You have blessed us with good things and plenty,  
And surrounded our table with friends.  
Their love and their laughter enrich us;  
Together we sing your praise. R.  
 
Your sun and your moon give us light,  
And your stars show the way through the night.  
Your rivers and streams have refreshed us.  
We will sing your praise. R.  
 
Prayer After Communion           
 written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,  
          slow us down, God; 
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help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  

 
Closing Blessingiii 
 
God of Justice, you call us to be in union with You. To speak for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. To speak against injustice and inequality, to speak against the political and economic 
powers of this world which continue to enslave the poor and the powerless. We do not go alone, 
but in the strength of God who calls and sends us. With faith the size of a mustard seed, we can 
move mountains. So let us go from here in confidence and hope. Let the Church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Let Justice Roll Like a River 
 
Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 
Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us, 
Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
 
Take from me your holy feasts, all your off'rings and your music; 
Let justice flow like waters, and integrity like an everflowing stream. R.  
 
How long shall we wait, O God, for the day of your mercy to dawn, 
the day we beat our swords into ploughs, when your peace reigns over the earth? R.  
 
You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace; 
to act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God. R.  
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
 

 
i Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
ii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 
iii Closing blessing adapted from re-worship, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/ 
 


