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15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 2, 2020 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, you’ll notice that we’ve muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. At the time of the prayers 
of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a prayer. Prayer requests may also be 
offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with 
you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, we will have a brief break 
before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
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Opening Song – Now as we Gather            Castillo 
 
Now as we gather, God’s chosen people, 
into one body, into one place; 
here we give thanks for all of creation, 
here we shall see our God face to face. 
 
Refrain:  God be among us as we draw near, 
  sharing the sign of lo-ve and promise. 
  Wine of our sorrow, bread of our joy, 
  O God, be here among us now. 
 
Now as we sing our song of elation, 
there are no strangers in this holy place; 
here we shall welcome all with compassion, 
here we shall see our God face to face. R.  
 
Ages have gone and ages will follow; 
people of ev’ry nation and race 
join us to greet the One who is risen, 
here we shall see our God face to face. R. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the love of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Loving God, You invite all of us to come and be fed, to have our hunger and our thirst satisfied. 
You ask nothing from us, except that we feed others. May we learn what it is to hunger for you,  
to thirst for justice, so all may be fed and satisfied. We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen.  
 
First Reading                               Isaiah 55:1-3 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:  
 
You who are thirsty! 
 Come to the water! 
You who have no money! 
 Come! Buy, and eat! 
Come! Buy wine and milk, 
 without money, without price! 
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Why spend your money for that which is not bread, 
your wages for that which fails to satisfy? 
 
Listen to me.  Listen well, and you will eat well. 
You will delight in rich fare. 
Incline your ear and come to me. 
Listen, that you may live, for my words give life. 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
 sealed in my steadfast, sure, and enduring love. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM – Wisdom of Sirach 24:13-17 
 
Our Psalm response is:  We are rooted in love. 
 
R: We are rooted in love. 
 
Wisdom speaks:  
I have taken root in all peoples,   
 all who belong to God. 
 
R: We are rooted in love. 
 
I have grown tall as a cedar on Lebanon, 
 as a cypress on Mount Hermon. 
I have grown tall as a palm in En-Gedi, 
 as the rose bushes of Jericho, 
 as a fine olive tree in the field, 
 as a plane tree beside the water. 
 
R: We are rooted in love. 
 
Like cinnamon and precious oils, I yield perfume. 
Like choice myrrh, I spread my fragrance, 
 as the smell of frankincense fills the tent. 
I spread my branches like a terebinth, 
 luminous and graceful. 
I bud forth delights like the vine, 
 my blossoms are glorious and rich fruit. 
 
R: We are rooted in love. 
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Second Reading                2 Corinthians 9:10-15 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians:   
 
The generous God who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, will supply and multiply 
your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
 
You are being enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving 
to God through us.  Your ministry, your gift to the poor saints in Jerusalem, not only supplies their 
needs but overflows into many acts of thanksgiving to God. 
 
Through the witness of this ministry, you glorify God.  In this ministry, you live the essence of the 
gospel. The generosity of your contribution to these saints - and to all others – brings the 
surpassing grace of God upon you even as the recipients of your generosity long for you and pray 
for you.  Your ministry to the poor is God’s indescribable gift to you. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 

 
 

Gospel           Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Our God is with you.   
And also with you.   
 
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
When Jesus heard that John the Baptizer had been beheaded at Herod's banquet, and how it had 
taken place, he took a boat and withdrew to a deserted place by himself.  Hearing of Jesus' 
whereabouts, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus went ashore, he saw 
the great crowd and he had compassion for them and cured those who were sick.   
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When evening came, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This is a deserted place, and it’s 
getting late.  Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  
 
Jesus responded “They needn’t go away.  You give them something to eat.”  The disciples 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”  Jesus said, “Bring the loaves and 
fish to me.”  Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.  Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, Jesus looked to the heavens, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples.  The disciples then gave them to the crowds.  All ate and were filled.  The disciples 
gathered what was left of the broken pieces of bread, twelve baskets full.  Those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides the women and children. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily                 Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Wine and milk, olive trees, rosebushes, cinnamon, frankincense and myrrh; and then -- five 
simple loaves and two fish – and all ate and were filled.  In thanksgiving for all that God has 
provided, let us pray! 
   
Our response:   Holy One, you have called us to be generous like You. 
 
That as the hands of God, we work to ensure that those who are thirsty have water to drink, and 
that those who have no money can buy and eat, especially at this time of economic hardship … 
we pray … (Response)   
 
That like Jesus, we take time to withdraw to a desert place, then return with increased 
compassion … we pray … (Response)  
 
That through our ministry of generosity we continue to live the essence of the gospel … we pray 
… (Response) 
 
We marvel at the fiery star-births of your immeasurable cosmos, and at the quiet flickering of 
your Breath-Spirit within each one of us … and we pray … (Response) 
 
For those who are oblivious to God’s abundance, and for the times we also have been ungrateful 
for all the gifts we have received … we pray as Jesus said we should … (Response) 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-inspired 
community of Alleluia and sorrow.  We remember as well the universal needs of all, especially 
those who have been touched by the pandemic and by the injustices and violence of our time. 
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All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our community 
prayer book . . . we pray … (Response) 
 
Closing Prayer of the People:  
Holy One, in your love and compassion, heal and comfort all those who are suffering and feed 
us that we might have the strength to feed others. Loving God, you made us in your image and 
we yearn for the healing of all your people. We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen 
 
Offertory Song – Fly Like a Bird        Canedo 
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Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and cup of love will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to feed others.   

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Bountiful and compassionate God, you place in the hands of your disciples the food of life. 
Nourish us at our holy tables with these gifts of bread and wine, that we may bear Christ to others 
and share with them the gifts we have so richly received. In your name, we pray… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeri 
 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
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God of All, You call us to work for justice, to share our table with all creation, to feed the needy 
at our door, to see nobody left in need.  For the blessing of Your gifts, and the challenge of Your 
call to us, we join with prophets and saints and all your people throughout the ages as we sing: 
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the streets; from 
classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity with Christ, 
who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus lived.  
 
In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform the world, Jesus 
proclaimed the Good News: calling for captives to be set free, the lowly to be lifted up, the 
redistribution of wealth and the eradication of injustice and oppression. His commitment to 
practicing love knew no bounds - not even the bounds of death.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
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We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and 
affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a 
model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom 
Your goodness flows. 
 
In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 

 
 

Prayer of Jesusii         Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song: Bread of Life and Cup of Hope     Fisher 
 
Bread of life and cup of hope, we come as gift to you.  
Change our hearts; fill us with peace. Transform our lives anew.  
Open our eyes so that we might see  
your presence in one another.  
Your life, poured out in love today, unites us all in you. 
 
Loving God, Creator God, open our eyes to see 
the good that lives in each of us, that called the world to be.  
And when we fail to see the good, 
when friendships falter and crumble,  
give us the courage to forgive that we may live in peace. 
 
Living Word, O Breath of God, your love shows us the way  
that we may live in harmony, and from you never stray.  
Wipe all oppression from our midst;  
give us a love for all people.  
Your song of justice sing in us, to live for peace today. 
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Prayer After Communion           
 written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,  
          slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  

 
Closing Blessing  
 

Five loaves and two fish are never enough 
until you start giving it away. 

 
Let us go now from this service of worship to the service of God’s people near and far, 
refreshed and nourished by the living water and bread of life. 
Let us listen for the parched voices; search out those who hunger, and become for them a spring 
of living water and source of nourishment. 
 
And as we go, may the blessings of the God of life, the Christ of love, and the Spirit of grace 
be upon us this day and forevermore. Let the church say… Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 



 12 

Closing Song: Turning of the World       Thomsen 
 
Let us sing this song for the turning of the world 
That we may turn as one 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
  
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
With every voice, with every song, we will move this world along 
 And our lives will feel the echo of our turning 
 
Verses: for turning, turn, substitute 2) loving, love 3) healing/heal  
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
 

 
i Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
ii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


