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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

 
15th Sunday in the Ordinary Course of Time 

July 12, 2020i 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. In this time of pandemic, we 
gather online from locations all around the world and we are glad that you are joining us. Know 
that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that those of you joining us remain muted unless 
you are offering a prayer intention. At the time of the prayers of the faithful, you may either 
unmute yourself and speak your prayer intention aloud or type your prayer intention in the chat. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. You may wish to have bread and 
wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy 
concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to 
join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to take a breath to center yourself in the presence of God before we begin our 
opening song.  
 
Opening Song: Rain Down        Jaime Cortez 
 
Refrain: 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love, God of life. 
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Faithful and true is the word of our God. 
All of God’s works are so worthy of trust. 
God’s mercy falls on the just and the right;  
full of God’s love is the earth. R.  
 
God of creation, we long for your truth; 
you are the water of life that we thirst. 
Grant that your love and your peace touch our hearts, 
all of our hope lies in you. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the fire of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindnessii 
 
Knowing that the Divine Gardener cannot sow seeds of justice and peace where there is nothing 
but dry, hard rocks, we take a moment to remember those times when our hearts have needed 
tilling and have crowded out the seedlings planted with divine compassion:   
 
Source of all being, we often fail to share our resources with others in need.    

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 
Jesus the Christ, we often allow discrimination against others.   

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 
Empowering Spirit, we often tolerate leaders who promote division and injustice.  

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 

Holy One, who tends us in steadfast love and eternal faithfulness; plant your faithful love in our 
hearts and strengthen us to serve others with compassion and hope.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayeriii 
 
Holy One, we gather together, hungry for an encounter with You. Open our eyes and ears to the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit. May the seeds of Your Word scattered among us this morning 
fall on fertile soil. May they take root in our hearts and lives, and produce an abundant harvest 
of compassion and justice. Together, we pray… Amen.  
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First Reading                       Isaiah 55:6-13 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:  
 
Seek God while God can be found. 
Call upon God Who is near. 
Let those who do evil forsake their ways, 
 and those who turn from God, abandon their thoughts. 
Let them turn to God to find compassion,  
to God Who generously forgives. 
"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 nor are your ways My ways", says God. 
"As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are My ways are higher than your ways, 
 My thoughts higher than your thoughts. 
As the rain and the snow come down from above 
 and do not return before watering the earth,  
causing it to bud and flourish, 
     so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the hungry, 
 so is My word that goes out from My mouth. 
It will not return to Me without having borne fruit, 
 but will accomplish what I desire. 
My word will do the work I sent it to do." 
 
Yes, in joy you shall go forth. 
In peace you shall be brought home. 
Mountains and hills shall break out in song before you. 
All the trees of the fields shall clap their hands. 
In place of the thorn bush, the cypress shall grow. 
Instead of thorns, the myrtle shall bloom. 
This shall be to God's renown, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not fail. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 65:5-14    
 
Our psalm response will be sung:    
Aclamen al señor, tierra entera 
Aclamen al señor, tierra entera. 
 
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God,  
You are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
and of the seas that are far away. 
You make fast the mountains by your power; 
they are girded about with might. 
You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, 
and the clamor of the peoples. R. 
 
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;  
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness,  
and your paths overflow with plenty. R.  
 
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;  
let them shout for joy and sing. R.  
 
Second Reading           Romans 8:19-25 
A Reading from Paul's Letter to the Romans: 
 
For the whole, holy creation waits in breathless anticipation for the revelation yet to come. 
Creation is constantly becoming. We are on a journey, destined to be brought into the freedom at 
the heart of God. 
 
We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now. 
And it’s not only creation. We ourselves groan inwardly.  It is the Spirit of God stirring us within, 
awakening us to yet unseen possibilities.  For it is hope that delivers us and sets us free.  Now 
hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for what they already have?  But if we hope for 
what we do not yet have, we persevere with patience.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 

 
 
Gospel          Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the sea. Large crowds gathered around 
him such that he climbed into a boat and sat down. The whole crowd was standing on the shore.  
He said many things to them in parables: “Listen! A farmer/sower went out to scatter seed. As he 
was scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it. Other seed fell on rocky 
ground where the soil was shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. But 
when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had no roots. 
Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked them. Other seed fell on 
good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of 
sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one. Everyone who has ears should pay 
attention.” 
 
“Consider then the parable of the farmer/sower. Whenever people hear about the kin-dom and 
don’t understand it, the evil one comes and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is 
the seed that was sown on the path. As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this refers 
to people who hear the word and immediately receive it joyfully. Because they have no roots, 
they last for only a little while. When they experience distress or abuse because of the word, they 
immediately fall away. As for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this refers to those 
who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it bears 
no fruit. As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those who hear and understand, and 
bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of 
sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.” 
 
The Gospel of God.  
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 



 6  

Homily                 Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
 
Profession of Faith: Pledge for Racial Justiceiv  
 
As a community, as the Body of Christ, we join with people of faith and no faith, throughout the 
world, in committing itself to racial justice. And so we pledge together: 
 
WE SUPPORT justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege is unfair and harmful  
               to those who have it and to those who do not. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege and the culture of white supremacy  
              in which our nation and our church were founded and developed must be dismantled. 
WE SUPPORT racial equity, justice, and liberation for every person. 
WE AFFIRM the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
 
Therefore, from this day forward . . . 
WE WILL strive daily to understand white privilege and white supremacy  
                 and how their existence benefits us. 
WE COMMIT to help transform our church culture to one that is actively engaged  
             in seeking racial justice and equity for everyone. 
WE WILL make a greater effort to treat all people with the same respect we expect to receive. 
WE COMMIT to developing the courage to live our beliefs and values of racial justice and 
equality. 
WE WILL strive daily to eliminate racial prejudice from our thoughts and actions so that we can 
better promote the racial justice efforts of our church. 
WE WILL renew and honor this pledge daily, knowing that our church, our community, our 
nation, and our world will be better places because of our efforts. 
Amen.  
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Seeds, rain, sprouts, the scorching sun, the fruit, finally the harvest.  Despite everything, the 
ancient drama continues.  Let us call on God to help us yield the fruit of justice and peace.  
   
Our response:   Holy One, do Your work in us. 
 
That we remain always grateful for the life-giving Word that we have come to know, and for the 
revelation yet to come … we pray … (Response)   
 
That we might ever seek God while God can be found, and call upon God Who is near … we 
pray … (Response)  
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That we resonate to the stirring of the Spirit within us, and become awake to possibilities yet 
unseen … we pray … (Response)  
 
We marvel at creation pregnant with becoming, in the star-births of the immeasurable cosmos, 
and in the intimacy of the new beginnings of all forms of life … and we pray … (Response) 
 
For those who have shut their eyes to The Message and our witness, and for the messengers from 
whom we have turned away … we pray as Jesus said we should … (Response) 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-inspired 
community of Alleluia and sorrow.  We remember as well the universal needs of all people, 
especially those who have been touched by the pandemic and by the injustices and violence of 
our time. 
 
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in today’s chat box and in our community 
prayer book . . . we pray … (Response) 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:v  
Hear, O America, the cries of 400 years asking, “How Long?” O God, guide our steps. Transform 
our hands, our hearts, our tongues in the ways of justice and peace. Let not a word slip from our 
lips that would denigrate any of your beloved children. Kindle in us anger at structures and 
systems that hold your people down. Make us bold to commit our whole lives to the liberation 
and healing of all. Reconcile us to one another, and to You. Heal us, O Great Physician, from the 
racism of our systems and structures. Banish the viruses that seek to destroy. Equip us for the 
work that must be done. Strengthen us for the days ahead. Jesus, guard and guide us. Do not let 
us go until we are done. We pray… Amen.  
 
Offertory Song: Seed, Scattered and Sown      Dan Feiten  
 
Refrain:  
Seed, scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown, 
bread, broken and shared as one, the Living Bread of God. 
Vine, fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands, 
one cup that is shared by all; the Living Cup, the Living Bread of God. 
 
The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 
The seed within good ground will flower and have life. R.  
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As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown,  
So may the church of God be gathered into one. R.  
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.   

Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Loving God, as we offer our gifts of bread and wine and the gifts of our lives around our table, 
may we become imitators of You, sowing the seeds of Your love abundantly. We pray in Jesus’ 
name… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayervi 
 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
God of All, You call us to work for justice, to share our table with all creation, to feed the needy 
at our door, to see nobody left in need.  For the blessing of Your gifts, and the challenge of Your 
call to us, we join with prophets and saints and all your people throughout the ages as we sing:  
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed are You, O God of all, who calls us to gather at tables of love and liberation. Though 
separated by distance, still we gather in Your name as You call us from institutional halls of 
power, from shelters and the streets; from classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. 
You call us to be in solidarity with Christ, who lives and loves on the margins, and to align 
ourselves with the causes of those who are marginalized, oppressed, outcast, and isolated.  
 
In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform the world, Jesus 
proclaimed the Good News: calling for captives to be set free, the lowly to be lifted up, the 
redistribution of wealth and the eradication of injustice and oppression. His commitment to 
practicing love knew no bounds - not even the bounds of death.  

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and 
affirming of people of all genders and sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a 
model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice. Imbue them with the joy of divine 
diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of 
the body of Christ. 
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Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Be with us in our 
struggling attempts live out your example of love. With the help of Jesus, strengthen us to live 
lives that bring You honor and glory: 
 
In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 
 

 
 
Prayer of Jesusvii         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen.  

 
Communion Song: Bread for the World      Bernadette Farrell 
 
Refrain:  
Bread for the world: a world of hunger.  
Wine for all peoples: people who thirst. 
May we who eat, be bread for others.  
May we who drink, pour out our love 
 
O Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life,  
broken to reach and heal the wounds of human pain. 
Where we divide your people you are waiting there 
on bended knee to wash our feet with endless care. 
 
O Jesus Christ, you are the wine of peace,  
poured into hearts once broken and where dryness sleeps. 
Where we are tired and weary you are waiting there 
to be the way which beckons us beyond despair. 
 
O Jesus Christ, you call us to your feast, 
at which the rich and pow'rful have become the least. 
Where we survive on others in our human greed 
you walk among us begging for your ev'ry need.  
 
Prayer After Communion           
 written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
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when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,  
          slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  

 
Closing Blessing 
 
Holy one, You scatter the seeds of Your love and Your kindom abundantly –  

- Into our lives and our world.  
May they find good soil in our hearts so that they may grow 
and produce a harvest of life, peace, joy, love and justice in us and the world.  
Let the Church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
 
Our mass has ended, our service continues.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song: Sing Out, Earth and Skies      Marty Haugen 
 
Come, O God of all the earth: 
Come to us, O Righteous One; 
Come, and bring our love to birth: 
In the glory of the One. 
 
Refrain:  Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you! 

Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you!  
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Come, O God of wind and flame: 
Fill the earth with righteousness; 
Teach us all to sing your name: 
May our lives your love confess. R.  
 
Come, O God of flashing light: 
Twinkling star and burning sun; 
God of day and God of night: 
In your light we all are one. R.  
 
Come, O God of snow and rain: 
Shower down upon the earth; 
Come, O God of joy and pain: 
God of sorrow, God of mirth. R.  
 
Come, O Justice, Come, O Peace:  
Come and shape our hearts anew; 
Come and make oppression cease:  
Bring us all to life in you. R.  
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

 
i Image: “The Sower” by Vincent Van Gogh 
ii The opening and closing of this week’s “Knowing God’s Loving Kindness” are adapted from “Confession to the Divine 
Gardener” by by James E. Janecek on https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/09/confession-to-divine-gardener.html  
iii Adapted from an Opening Prayer based on Matthew 13:1-9 by Christine Longhurst, on https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2011/06/opening-prayer-matthew-131-9.html  
iv Pledge for Racial Justice is adapted from the “Racial Equity Pledge” by First Unitarian Church of Dallas, Texas and the version 
used by St. Francis Xavier in New York, NY in there Service of Lamentation, Rage, and Hope. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Kn-pM3biTeGB39rMOmRjlxOsKMRhW1rz 
v “Our Siblings’ Blood is Crying Out:” A Call to Listen & Action, Friday May 29, 2020, Statement from the Massachusetts Council 
of Churches Executive Director Rev. Laura Everett & President Rev. Jennie Barrett Siegel, 
https://www.masscouncilofchurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020.05.29-MCC-statement-22Our-Siblings-Blood22.pdf 
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vi Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
vii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version 
is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


