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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

 
12th Sunday in the Ordinary Course of Time 

June 21, 2020 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that those of you joining us remain muted unless 
you are offering a prayer intention. At the time of the prayers of the faithful, you may either 
unmute yourself and speak your prayer intention aloud or type your prayer intention in the chat. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home. You may wish to have bread and 
wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy 
concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to 
join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to take a breath, a precious breath, before we begin our opening song.  
 
Opening Song – Now As We Gather           Eugene Castillo 
 
Now as we gather, God’s chosen people, 
into one body, into one place; 
here we give thanks for all of creation, 
here we shall see our God face to face. 
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Refrain:  God be among us as we draw near, 
sharing the sign of lo-ve and promise. 
Wine of our sorrow, bread of our joy, 
O God, be here among us now. 

 
Now as we sing our song of elation, 
there are no strangers in this holy place; 
here we shall welcome all with compassion, 
here we shall see our God face to face. R.  
 
Ages have gone and ages will follow; 
people of ev’ry nation and race 
join us to greet the One who is risen, 
here we shall see our God face to face. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the fire of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
We pause to remember those times when we have not lived out our call as Christians:  
 
Source of all being, we often fail to share our resources with others in need.    

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 
Jesus the Christ, we often allow discrimination against others.   

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 
Empowering Spirit, we often tolerate leaders who promote division and injustice.  

God, forgive us.  Empower us to live the Gospel.  
 

May God, who is Justice, Compassion, and Peace, forgive our failure to live the Gospel in our 
world, and strengthen us to serve others with compassion and hope.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Loving and faithful God, you give courage to the fearful and endurance to the prophets. Sustain 
us as Your people, that with boldness and conviction, we may speak Your words of truth, love, 
and justice – even if our voice shakes. In your name, we pray…  Amen.  
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First Reading              Jeremiah 19:1, 2b, 10a, 11a,b; 15bc; 20.1-2,10-11a, 12a,b,d 
 
A Reading from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah: 
 
Thus said God to Jeremiah:   
"Go. Buy a potter’s earthenware flask. Take along some of the elders of the people and some of 
the senior priests, and... proclaim the words which I will speak to you... you shall break the flask 
in the sight of those who accompany you, and say to them, 'Thus says the God of all: I will smash 
this people and this city, Jerusalem, as one smashes a clay pot so that it cannot be mended... I 
will bring this evil upon this city because they have become stubborn and refuse to hear my 
words...” 
 
Now the priest...and chief officer in the Temple, God's house, heard Jeremiah prophesying these 
things.  So he struck the prophet and put him in stocks at the upper Gate of Benjamin in the 
house of God. 
 
Jeremiah cried out to God: “I hear the whisperings of many against me... ‘Denounce him!  Let us 
denounce him!’  All those who were my friends are on watch for any misstep of mine, saying, 
‘Perhaps he can be tricked.  Then we will prevail, and take revenge on him.’  But You are with 
me, O God.  You are my encouragement and champion.  My persecutors will stumble.  They will 
not prevail.  In their failure, they will be greatly shamed, eternally dishonored. God of all that is, 
You test the just.  You see mind and heart... for to You I have entrusted my cause. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 69:7-8, 9-10, 14b, 17-21, 30b-31   
Refrain is adapted from Pour Out Your Love by Angrisano, Hart and Byrd    
Our psalm response is:   
Pour out your love beyond our need 
Pour out your love and let it be 
Satisfying to the heart of us 
Pour out your love 

 
Let those who wait in hope for You  
not be shamed because of me, O God. 
Let those who seek You not be disgraced because of me. 
For it is on Your account I bear insult, 
 that disgrace covers my face. R.  
 
I have become an outcast to my kindred, 
 a stranger to my mother’s children.  
Because zeal for Your house has consumed me,  
 I am scorned by those who scorn You. R.  
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O God, in Your abundant kindness,  
 answer me with Your deliverance.  
Answer me, O God, in Your generous love. 
In Your great compassion, turn to me. 
Do not hide Your face from Your servant. 
Hasten to answer me, for I am in distress. R.  
 
Come and redeem my life. 
Ransom me from my enemies.  
You know my reproach, my shame, my disgrace. 
Insults have broken my heart and I am in despair. 
Let your saving help protect me, O God, 
 that I may praise Your name in song 
 and glorify Your name with thanksgiving. R. 
  

Second Reading          2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-10 
 
A Reading from Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians: 
 
Since we have this ministry through the blessing shown us, we are not discouraged. We have 
renounced shameful, hidden things.  We commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God, not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God, but by the open declaration of 
the truth. 
 
We do not proclaim ourselves.  We proclaim Jesus the Christ as Leader and Servant of all, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For the God who said, “In darkness there is radiance” 
has planted radiance in our hearts in order to manifest God’s glory in Jesus the Christ. 
 
But we hold this treasure in earthenware jars, so that it be made clear that such transcendent 
power does not come from us, but from God alone.  We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed.  What they did to Jesus, they do to us.  What Jesus did among them, God 
empowers us to do.  Jesus' life is evident in us. Jesus lives - in us. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 
Al-le-lu-ia, alleluia, alleluia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. (repeat) 
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Gospel         Matthew 10:5-14, 16-20, 26-31 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus sent out the Twelve with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and 
enter no town of the Samaritans.  Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, 
proclaim the good news: ‘The kin-dom of heaven is at hand.’  Cure the sick.  Raise the dead.  
Cleanse those with leprosy. Drive out demons.  You received without charge; give without 
charge. Take no gold or silver or copper for your purses, no sack for your journey, no spare tunic 
or sandals, no staff - for laborers deserve their keep.  Whatever town or village you enter, look for 
some suitable person in it, and stay with them until you leave.  Wish the house peace as you 
enter it.  If it is welcoming, let your peace descend on it. If it is not welcoming, may your peace 
come back to you.  If anyone will not receive you or listen to what you say, then shake the dust 
from your feet as you leave that house or that town...   
“So have no fear of them.  Everything now covered up will be uncovered, and everything now 
secret will become known.  What I say to you privately, announce publicly.  What you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops.  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul.  Rather, fear the one who can destroy both body and soul.   
 
“Aren't two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
God.  Even the hairs of your head have been counted.  So do not be afraid.  You are worth more 
than many sparrows.” 
 
The Gospel of God.  
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily                 Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
 
Profession of Faith: Pledge for Racial Justicei  
 
As a community, as the Body of Christ, we join with people of faith and no faith, throughout the 
world, in committing itself to racial justice. And so we pledge together: 
 
WE SUPPORT justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege is unfair and harmful  
               to those who have it and to those who do not. 
WE AFFIRM that white privilege and the culture of white supremacy  
              in which our nation and our church were founded and developed must be dismantled. 
WE SUPPORT racial equity, justice, and liberation for every person. 
WE AFFIRM the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
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Therefore, from this day forward . . . 
WE WILL strive daily to understand white privilege and white supremacy  
                 and how their existence benefits us. 
WE COMMIT to help transform our church culture to one that is actively engaged  
             in seeking racial justice and equity for everyone. 
WE WILL make a greater effort to treat all people with the same respect we expect to receive. 
WE COMMIT to developing the courage to live our beliefs and values of racial justice and 
equality. 
WE WILL strive daily to eliminate racial prejudice from our thoughts and actions so that we can 
better promote the racial justice efforts of our church. 
WE WILL renew and honor this pledge daily, knowing that our church, our community, our 
nation, and our world will be better places because of our efforts. 
Amen.  
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
“Cure the sick.  Raise the dead.  Cleanse those with leprosy.  Drive out demons.  You received 
without charge; give without charge.”  These are daunting responsibilities, but we are a 
resurrection people!  To God, who is Eternal Life, let us pray! 
   
Our response:   Spirit of our loving God, work through us. 
 
Jeremiah said, “God of all that is, to You I have entrusted my cause,” and he carried on despite 
fierce opposition.  That we may do the same … we pray … (Response)  
 
Juneteenth brought to enslaved Black people the message of their liberation.  Let us stand in 
solidarity with the liberation and justice movements of our time … as we lift every voice and sing 
… (Response)  
 
We have seen all creation ablaze with Divinity; we have encountered the Risen and Living One; 
we have felt the Fire within … and we pray … (Response) 
 
In thanksgiving for the revelation of God in the fierce intensity and creativity of the cosmic star 
fields, as well as in the infinitesimal forces and subatomic particles that make up our very being 
… we pray … (Response) 
  
For those who frustrate our attempts to welcome them, embrace them, and share renewed life 
with them … we pray as Jesus said we should … (Response) 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-inspired 
community of Alleluia and sorrow, remembering as well the universal needs of all people, 
especially those who have been touched by the pandemic. 
 



 7  

All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer 
briefly and clearly.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in our community prayer book . . . we pray … 
(Response) 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:ii  
 
Hear, O Church, the wail of Black mothers. Hear, O Nation, the sobs of Black fathers. Hear, O 
People, in every tongue and language, the desire for life and breath. Hear, O America, the cries 
of 400 years asking, “How Long?” Hear, the gasp and the cries and weep. 
 
Oh God, guide our steps. Transform our hands, our hearts, our tongues in the ways of justice and 
peace. Let not a word slip from our lips that would denigrate any of your beloved children. 
 
Kindle in us anger at structures and systems that hold your people down. Make us bold to 
commit our whole lives to the liberation and healing of all. Reconcile us to one another, and to 
You. 
 
Heal us, O Great Physician, from the racism of our systems and structures. Banish the viruses that 
seek to destroy. Equip us for the work that must be done. Strengthen us for the days ahead. Jesus, 
guard and guide us. Do not let us go until we are done. We pray… Amen.   
 
Offertory Song – Like Cedars They Shall Stand              Dan Schutte 
 
Refrain:  I will play for God on my harp, 

with my lute and ten-stringed lyre. 
I will fill the night with your song. 
I will sing of your ways, O God. 

 
Good it is that we should sing 
to honor our God’s name, 
to thank you for your love at dawn, 
and faithfulness through night. R.  
 
The just shall grow as tall as palms; 
like cedars they shall stand. 
And planted firmly on their God 
they shall not break nor bow. R.  
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Our Eucharist 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live the 
Gospel.   

Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
Holy One, come upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may strengthen us to bear the 
bread, carry the cup, and lay the table for a hungering world. We pray in Jesus’ name… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayeriii 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
God of All, You bless us with abundance and know our every need. You call us to work for 
justice, to share our table with all creation, to feed the needy at our door, to see nobody left in 
need.  For the blessing of Your gifts, and the challenge of Your call to us, we join with prophets 
and saints and all your people throughout the ages as we sing:  
 
Sanctus           Angrisano 
Holy, Holy, Holy, O God of Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God, in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed are You, O God of all, who calls us to gather at tables of love and liberation, to be 
nourished by a taste of what You desire to do among us. Though separated by distance, still we 
gather Your name as You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the streets; 
from classrooms and pulpits, from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity with 
Christ, who lives and loves on the margins. You call us to align ourselves with the causes of those 
who are marginalized, oppressed, outcast, and isolated. When these are the desires of our hearts, 
we open ourselves to You, O God. 
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In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Through his life, you pointed to your presence on 
the margins of society. You revealed the sacredness in all life. You showed us how to live 
together, even among forces of injustice. Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed 
the Good News: calling for captives to be set free, the lowly to be lifted up, the redistribution of 
wealth and the eradication of injustice and oppression. His commitment to practicing love knew 
no bounds - not even the bounds of death.  

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, gave you thanks and praise, shared the cup 
with his friends, saying: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new 
and ever-lasting covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
We gather around Your table, in friendship with Mary Magdalene and all the prophets and saints, 
living and dead. Move our minds and hearts that we may act without fear. Move us to protect 
Your world and act on behalf of those most vulnerable.   
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice. Imbue them with the joy of divine 
diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of 
the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Be with us in our 
struggling attempts live out your example of love.   
 



 10  

Sanctify us through Your Spirit, that we may be nurtured to labor with patience for the coming of 
Your justice, living each day in love toward friend and stranger.  With the help of Jesus, 
strengthen us to live lives that bring You honor and glory: 
 
In the name of God, Source of Faith, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Service, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Justice, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano 
 
Amen, amen, amen. Amen, amen, amen.  
 
Prayer of Jesusiv 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version:  
 
Eternal Spirit,  
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
Source of all that is and that shall be,  
Your holy name echoes throughout the cosmos!  
May the way of Your justice inspire all peoples  
And may your kin-dom of peace and freedom flourish on earth  
Until all of humanity heeds Your call to justice and compassion.  
With the bread we need for today, feed us  
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trial too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  



 11  

 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen.  

 
Communion Song: Now At This Banquet      Marty Haugen 
 
Refrain:  Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread;  

Here shall all hungers be fed. 
Bread that is broken, wine that is poured,  
Love is the sign of our God. 

 
You who have touched us and graced us with love, 
make us your people of goodness and light. R.  
 
Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love; 
open our eyes to the glory of God. 
 
God of our journeys, daybreak to night;  
Lead us to justice and light. 
Grant us compassion, strength for the day,  
Wisdom to walk in your way. 
 
Prayer After Communion           
 written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,  
          slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
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May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  

 
Closing Blessingv  
May God bless us with a restless discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial 
relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts. 
 
May God bless us with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,  
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
May God bless us with the gift of tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, 
and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 
 
And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this 
world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done, to bring justice and kindness to all 
our children and the poor. 
 
Let the Church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
Our mass has ended, our service continues.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song: Lead Me, God       John D. Becker 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their God, 
for God’s coming kin-dom shall be theirs. 
Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled, 
and the meek shall come to rule the world. 
 
Refrain 
Lead me, Go, lead me, God, by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way. 
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, 
and lead me, God, today. 
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Blest are they who through their lifetimes  
sow the seeds of peace; 
all will call them children of the God. 
Blest are you, though persecuted in your holy life, 
for in heaven, great is your reward. 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 

(ordained by the Roman Catholic WomanPriest movement) and a variety of social justice 
activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
 

 
i Pledge for Racial Justice is adapted from the “Racial Equity Pledge” by First Unitarian Church of Dallas, Texas and the version 
used by St. Francis Xavier in New York, NY in there Service of Lamentation, Rage, and Hope. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Kn-pM3biTeGB39rMOmRjlxOsKMRhW1rz 
ii “Our Siblings’ Blood is Crying Out:” A Call to Listen & Action, Friday May 29, 2020, Statement from the Massachusetts Council 
of Churches Executive Director Rev. Laura Everett & President Rev. Jennie Barrett Siegel, 
https://www.masscouncilofchurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020.05.29-MCC-statement-22Our-Siblings-Blood22.pdf 
iii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy 
Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), and other sources.  
iv The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
an adaption by Kori Pacyniak of versions by John Maynard and A New Zealand Prayer Book (Harper Collins, 1997) taken from 
http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=360  
v Adapted from “Franciscan Blessing” https://aheartforjustice.com/2010/10/07/a-franciscan-blessing-may-god-bless-you-with-
discomfort-anger-tears-and-foolishness/ 


