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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

 
Third Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2020 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community in San Diego, California, gathered from 
locations all around the region and the world during this time. Know that wherever you are and whoever 
you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that those of you joining us remain muted unless you are 
offering a prayer intention. We encourage you to sing along at home. You may wish to have bread and 
wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy concludes, 
we will have a brief break before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to join us for that time.  
 
Opening Song 
All You Works of God           Haugen 
 
All you works of God, ev’ry mountain, star and tree,  
bless the One who shapes your beauty, who has caused you all to be  
one great song of love and grace, ever ancient, ever new.  
Raise your voices, all you works of God! 
 
Sun and moon: Bless your Maker!  
Stars of heaven: Chant your praise! 
Showers and dew: Raise up your joyful song. R. 
 
Night and day: Bless your Maker!  
Light and darkness: Chant your praise!  
Lightnings and clouds: Raise up your joyful song. R 
 
All the earth: Bless your Maker! 
Hills and mountains: Chant your praise! 
Green things that grow: Raise up your joyful song! R.  
 



 2  

Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of God, who is Speaker, Word, & Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
God, who leads us through life, we pause for a moment to remember the times this past week when our 
lives have not been centered on you: 
 
Living God, we often forget Your Presence among us.  

Help us to experience Your Presence.  
 
Risen Christ, we often close our minds and hearts to Your living Word.  

Help us to receive Your Word.  
 
Blazing Spirit, we often forget to be Your presence to others.  

Help us to live Your Gospel.  
 
May Jesus the Risen Christ, renew us to live in the freedom of God so that we live our lives with trust, 
joy, and compassion, shared with all we meet.  Amen. 
 
Gloria             Haas 
Glory to God in the highest, Sing glory to God! 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
O God, heavenly God, Divine One, and Creator.   
We worship You, we give You thanks.  
We praise You for Your glory.  R 
 
O Jesus Christ, you are Child of our God, Holy One, the Messiah.   
You lift us to the fullness of life. You make us one body.   
You are bread for the world, you are bread for the world.  R 
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are Messiah, the Chosen, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God Creator.  R 
 
Opening Prayeri 
Let us pray: 
Risen One, like those on the road to Emmaus, sometimes we struggle to recognize you in the everyday 
journey of our lives. Open our eyes to your work of transformation in and around us. As we walk with 
you day by day, may your love be made manifest in what we say to others. As you opened the scriptures 
to the disciples, open our eyes to behold you in your Word, in the beauty of all creation, and the beauty 
of our fellow human beings, created in your image. In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray… Amen. 
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First Reading                           Acts 7:54-8:3 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:  
 
After being arrested, Stephen stood before the religious tribunal.  When questioned, he expounded the 
Hebrew Scriptures, arguing that religious authorities, like them, had persecuted prophets throughout the 
centuries, including Jesus, and that they did not uphold their own Law.  When the Council heard these 
things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed 
up into the sky and saw the glory of God, with Jesus standing beside.  "Look," Stephen said, "I see the 
heavens opened and the Chosen One standing with God!"  But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him.  Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  
The witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  While they were stoning Stephen, 
he prayed, "Jesus, the Christ, receive my spirit."  Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "O 
God, do not hold this sin against them."  With those words, he went to his sleep.  And Saul approved of 
their killing him. 
 
That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the twelve were 
scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.  Devout Judeans, whether or not followers of 
Jesus, together buried Stephen.  Great was their grief and lamentation over him.  Meanwhile, Saul was 
ravaging the church, entering house after house and dragging off men and women, whom he committed 
to prison. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11ii 
 
Our sung Psalm Response is: 

I know you are near, when the rain comes pouring down.  
I know you are near, when the waves come crashing in. 

 
Protect us, God, for in You we take refuge. 
We say, 'You are our God.' 
The good things we have come from You. 
You alone are our daily bread, our cup. 
Our lives are in Your hands. R. 
 
We praise the Holy One who guides us. 
In the night, our conscience teaches us. 
We are always aware of Your presence. 
You are near, and nothing can shake us. R. 
 
And so, our hearts are light.  
We have joy in each breath. 
Our bodies also rest secure. 
You do not give us up to death. 
You do not abandon in the depths Your holy ones,  
 the ones You love. R. 
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You reveal the path that leads to life. 
In Your presence is unspeakable joy. 
In Your hands are pleasures forever. R.  
 
Second Reading                 1 Peter 1:17-21, 22b-23, 25 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter:  
 
You call on the One who receives each person's work impartially, so live out your time as exiles with 
reverence. Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God. Perishable things, 
like silver or gold, cannot buy you life. The mystery of the fullness of life is in the death and resurrection 
of the Messiah, the Christ, the lamb of God. Chosen before the start of time, but revealed in time for 
your benefit, the Christ led you to believe in God, who raised from the dead and glorified the one who 
was scorned. This is your faith and your hope. 
 
Have genuine love for each other. Love one another deeply, from the heart. You have been born anew. 
You are imperishable, through the living and enduring Wisdom of God.   
 
…This is the Wisdom that conceived new life in you. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
¡Resucitó!                 Argüello 
 
Resucitó, Resucitó, Resucitó… ¡Aleluya! 
Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya… ¡Resucitó! 
 
La muerte 
¿Donde está la murte? 
¿Donde está mi muerte? 
¿Donde su victoria? 
 
Resucitó, Resucitó, Resucitó… ¡Aleluya! 
Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya… ¡Resucitó! 
 
Gospel                   Luke 24:13-35 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Two of the disciples were making their way to a village called Emmaus which was about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. On the way, they were discussing all that had happened. While they were discussing 
these things, Jesus came near to them and began to walk along with them, but they were kept from 
recognizing Jesus. Jesus asked them, “What are you talking about as you go on your way?” 
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They stopped, looking grief stricken. One of them, named Cleopas, asked, “Are you the only one visiting 
Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have happened these past few days?” Jesus asked, “What 
things?” They said, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet, powerful in word and deed in the 
eyes of God and people, how religious authorities and political leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. We were hoping that he was the One to restore Israel. Besides 
all this, just today, the third day since these things happened, some women of our group brought us 
some startling news. They were at the tomb before dawn and didn't find the body. They returned and 
informed us that they had seen a vision of two angels, who declared that Jesus was alive. Some of our 
number went to the tomb and found it to be just as the women said; but they didn't find Jesus.” 
 
Then Jesus said, “Do you not have eyes to see? How slow your hearts to believe all that the prophets 
announced! Did not the Messiah have to suffer all this and then enter into glory?” And beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted for them every passage of scripture which referred to the 
Messiah. 
   
When they were near the village, Jesus appeared to be going farther. But they said eagerly, “Stay with 
us. It's nearly evening. The day is as good as done.” So Jesus stayed with them. 
 
After sitting down with them to eat, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
them. Their eyes were opened! And they recognized Jesus, who immediately vanished from their sight. 
 
They said to one another, “Weren't our hearts burning within us as he talked to us along the way and 
explained the Scriptures to us?” They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem, where they found 
the Eleven and the rest of the company assembled. The two travelers were greeted with the words, 
“Christ is risen! It's true! Jesus has appeared to Simon and to Mary!” Then the travelers recounted what 
had happened along the way as they left Jerusalem, and how they had come to know Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread. 
 
The Gospel of the Resurrection.  
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily          Rev. Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
They recognized him in the breaking of the bread. We do the same all these years later. In solidarity 
with the Spirit-intoxicated community of all the years since the beginning of Easter, let us ask for all that 
we and the world need. Our response:   Christ is Risen!  It’s true!    
 
That like Stephen, every one of us might live as a prophetic witness of Resurrection and new life… we 
pray…(Response)   
 
Saul the persecutor became Paul, the great Apostle to the nations.  That we also might move to our 
highest calling in trust, hope, and love… we pray…(Response)   
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That our Resurrection joy overflows into ever greater love and service to all in the human family who 
are in need in body and in spirit in these times of stress and challenge… we pray…(Response)   
 
Like the travelers to Emmaus, may we be filled to overflowing with the life-giving messages of the 
Scriptures… we pray…(Response)   
 
In thanksgiving for our precious blue Earth, that God-with-us will strengthen us to do the difficult and 
necessary things to safeguard her as home for us and for countless future generations… we 
pray…(Response)   
 
For those who cannot find it in their hearts to sing “Alleluia!” or whom we have silenced by our 
indifference… we pray as Jesus said we should…(Response)   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Paschal community of Alleluia 
and sorrow, remembering as well the universal needs of all people and of our one Earth. 
 
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and 
clearly.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have remained 
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…  
 
For these intentions and for all the prayer intentions written in our community prayer book… we 
pray…(Response)   
 
Holy One, you have called us to follow in the way of the risen Christ, and to care for others, not only 
with words of comfort, but with acts of love. Hear the prayers we bring to you aloud and those that 
remain deep in the silence of our hearts. Comfort and heal all those who are suffering and hold them in 
your tender embrace. We pray in the name of the One who is Love… Amen.   

 
Offertory Song 
 
Two Were Bound for Emmaus                 Kenmare/Hurd 
 
Two were bound for Emmaus, disheartened and lost;  
all their hope for the future had been nailed to a cross.  
Love unknown then walked beside them,  
come back from the dead,  
and they knew he was risen in the breaking of bread. 
 
On the Sea of Tiberius, when the night was nearly gone 
and their toil seemed so useless, not one fish had they caught, 
from the shore the stranger called to them: 
“Cast your net, friends, once more.” 
And they filled it to bursting, but the net was not torn. 
 
When the road makes us weary, when our labor seems but loss, 
when the fire of faith weakens and too high seems the cost, 
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let the Church turn to You, Risen One,  
who for us bore the cross, 
and we’ll find our hearts burning at the sound of Your voice. 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth 
has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine 
and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live the Gospel.   

With the Risen Christ we commit ourselves to live the Gospel. 
 

Prayer with our Giftsiii 
 
Like the disciples at Emmaus, we offer what we have. They offered their company, their table, their 
bread. We invite you to be with us, Holy One, as we offer our love, our talents, and these gifts of bread 
and wine. May our eyes be opened to your holy presence among us, now and always. We pray… 
Amen.  

 
Eucharistic Prayeriv 
 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
God of all Creation, with your breath, all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island home. You are unceasingly at 
work, bringing order from chaos and filling emptiness with life. Your love restores our broken world.  
Your Chosen One, Jesus the Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of new life. And so we 
join with all of creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, singing our unending song of praise:  

 
Sanctus            Booth 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, O God, our God, Spirit and Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb and changed Mary Magdalene’s sorrow into joy.  
From the Garden the mystery shone clear that life in You transcends death. May we follow Jesus’ 
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example and love our neighbors and our enemies as ourselves and give Your Spirit freedom to act in us 
to transform ourselves and our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, Jesus renewed the promise of his presence.  On the 
night before he died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. We open ourselves to Your Spirit 
who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We 
remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body. Do this in 
memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, 
and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the covenant of new and everlasting 
life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, until you come again. 
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all of them by surprise.  Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity.  Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others.  Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all who 
are caregivers, nurses, doctors, and technicians. Be with all those who are essential workers – in stores, 
in government, delivery drivers and all those to risk their health for our sake. Be with those who are at 
risk from this virus and who do not have the means to protect themselves. Be with all who have died 
and gone before us into the fullness of union with You, especially our community member Ray Phoenix.  
Be with us in our struggling attempts live out your example of love.  With the help of Jesus, strengthen 
us to live lives that bring You honor and glory:  
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever. Amen.  

 
Prayer of Jesusv 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version:  
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Loving God, Source of our being,  
All Creation sings of you, “Holy!” 
May your vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May this world blossom out of your delight.  
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Give us the breath of life, one breath at a time.  
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For the world is within you; 
All power is from you,  
And all glory is about you, our comfort and strength. 
Now and forever. Amen.  

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God            Booth 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. O Lamb of God.  Grant us peace.  
  
This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.   
We are blessed to share in the Mystery of Life.  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we are raised up into new life. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using 
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. 
May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that 
knows no bounds. Amen.  

 
Communion Song: Give Thanks          Smith 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because God’s given holy bread and wine. (repeat) 
 
And now, let it be that all are blessed 
let us all bless whom we meet 
because of Love that dwells within our hearts. (repeat) 
 
Give thanks. Give thanks. Give thanks. 
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Prayer After Communion           written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  

 
Closing Blessing 
     
As we leave one another’s presence, let us go as those who have met with Christ on the road to 
Emmaus, those who hearts have burned within them, as the Scriptures were explained, those touched by 
resurrection. And may the blessing of God be upon you and each of us, body, mind and spirit. Amen.  

 
Sending Forth 
 
Let us go forth in peace and love, Alleluia. Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
Closing Song: Hallelujah is our Song!          Hart 
 
What hope we have, even in the longest night, 
For the dawn will overcome. 
We will not fear, for we know the sun will rise. 
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
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What peace we have, even in this wounded world 
Where the battle rages on. 
We will not fear, for we know who heals our souls. 
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
 
What hope, even in the longest night,  
For the dawn will overcome.  
And we shall live; Humans, we will rise to saints.  
Hallelujah is our song. 
 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Christ is risen over all! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah is our song! 
 

 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest (ordained by the Roman Catholic WomanPriest 

movement) and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

i Adapted from Emmaus Prayer, posted on The Church of Ireland website, http://www.churchnewsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/Easter-3-
.pdf  
ii This psalm is written in the singular.  It is rendered in the plural for the worshipping community. 
iii Adapted from “Emmaus Offering Prayer” by Carol Penner, posted on Leading in Worship. 
http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship  
iv Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including: The Episcopal Church’s 1979 Book of Common Prayer 
(Eucharistic Prayer C), past MMACC liturgies (written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy 
committee), and other sources.  
v The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is an 
adaption by Kori Pacyniak of versions by http://enfleshed.com and Steve Garnaas-Holmes on https://www.unfoldinglight.net/  

 


