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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

“Blessed are those who have not seen and believe.” 
Second Sunday of Easter – April 19, 2020 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community in San Diego, California and gathered 
across the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you 
are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted on zoom unless you are lectoring 
or offering a prayer intention at the time. We encourage you to sing along at home. You may wish to 
have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual communion.  
 
Opening Song 
God We Lift Your Name on High          Founds 
 
God, we lift Your name on high. 
God we love to sing Your praises. 
We’re so glad you’re in our life. 
We’re so glad you came to heal us. 
 
From love You came to the earth to show the way. 
From the earth to the cross, our life-long way; 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the end; 
God we praise your name again.   
 
God we praise Your name again. 
God we praise Your name again. 
God we praise Your name again. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of God, who is Speaker, Word, & Breath. Amen.  



 2  

 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
God, who leads us through life, we pause for a moment to remember the times this past week when our 
lives have not been centered on you.  
 
Living God, we often forget Your Presence among us.  
Help us to experience Your Presence.  
 
Risen Christ, we often close our minds and hearts to Your living Word.  
Help us to receive Your Word.  
 
Blazing Spirit, we often forget to be Your presence to others.  
Help us to live Your Gospel.  
 
May Jesus the Risen Christ, renew us to live in the freedom of God.  May we live our lives with trust, 
joy, and compassion, shared with all we meet.  Amen. 
 
Gloria             Haas 
Glory to God in the highest, Sing glory to God! 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
O God, heavenly God, Divine One, and Creator.   
We worship You, we give You thanks.  
We praise You for Your glory.  R 
 
O Jesus Christ, you are Child of our God, Holy One, the Messiah.   
You lift us to the fullness of life. You make us one body.   
You are bread for the world, you are bread for the world.  R 
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are Messiah, the Chosen, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God Creator.  R 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Holy One, we come to you in this Eastertide, singing alleluias, celebrating new life all around us, 
not quite believing it all, but going along with it, just the same. We celebrate the doubters and 
questioners among us, who keep our faith real, who help us live out our faith. We celebrate the saints 
among us, whose courageous faith flies without a safety net, reminding us that true discipleship is risky 
and radical in the face of a world held hostage by greed, love of power, and denial. We are your Easter 
people, Holy One. Doubters, saints, sinners, questioners, spiritual and religious, who skip, run, and 
stumble on the journey.  We pray that whoever we are this journey, that you might open our ears and 
eyes to your call, to be Your love, wherever we are. In the name of Christ, we pray, Amen. 
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First Reading                   Acts 2: 38-39, 42-47 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
 
Peter said to all those who were gathered in Jerusalem, "Repent and be baptized, each one of you, in the 
name of Jesus the Christ, that you may know the depths and transformative power of forgiveness.  Then 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It was to you and to your children, O Jerusalem, that the 
promise was made, and to all those still far off whom our God calls." 
 
Those who joined the following of Jesus the Christ devoted themselves to instruction and the common 
life, to the breaking of bread, and prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe; and many wonders and signs 
were brought about through the apostles.  Those who believed lived together and shared all things in 
common. They would sell their property and goods, sharing the proceeds with one another as each had 
need.  Day by day, they gathered in the Temple, and broke bread together in their homes.  They shared 
their meals with joyful and sincere hearts, praising God.  They enjoyed the goodwill of all the people.  
Day by day, God added to their number.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  118: 2-4, 13-15, 17, 22-24 
Our sung Psalm Response is: 
This is the day our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Let the House of Israel proclaim 
 God’s Love endures forever! 
Let the House of Miriam and Aaron sing 
 God’s Love endures forever! 
Let all those whom God calls know 
 God is Love and endures forever!  
R: This is the day our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
I was pressed to the point of falling. 
God came to my help. 
God is my strength and my song. 
God is my vindication! 
Listen! There are glad songs of freedom 

in the tents of the just. 
R: This is the day our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
I will not die, but live! 
I will sing the wonders of our God. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone. 
God has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that God has made. 
Let us rejoice today and be glad! 
R: This is the day our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! 
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Second Reading           1 Peter 1:1, 2d, 3-9 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter:  
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  
To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  May grace and 
peace be yours in abundance. 
 
Blessed be the God, life source of Jesus the Christ! In holy compassion, God gave us new birth to living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  We now have an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in the cosmic heavens for you.  By divine action, you are safeguarded 
through faith, to a destiny and liberation ready to be revealed in the final time.  In this you rejoice! 
However, now - for a little while - you may have to suffer various trials.  Through these trials, the 
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may be 
proved.  Then, the genuineness of your faith will be living praise, glory, and honor for the revelation of 
Jesus the Christ.   
 
Although you have not seen Jesus you love him.  Even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him.  You rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy as you attain the goal of your faith, fullness of 
Life. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
   
Roll away the stone, Al-le-lu-ia, roll away the stone.  
Roll away the ston, Al-le-lu-ia, roll  away the stone!  
 
 
Gospel                   John 20: 19-31 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to John.  
Glory to You, O God.   
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As my God has sent me, so I 
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails, and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Chosen One, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily           Rev. Laura Everett 
Tonight we are fortunate to have the Rev. Laura Everett as our guest homilist. Rev. Laura serves at the 
Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. A graduate of Brown University, Laura 
received her Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School. Ordained by the United Church of Christ, 
Laura is formed by many parts of the Church. She is happiest exploring somewhere new, preferably by 
bike. A dedicated urbanist and bicycle evangelist, Rev. Laura is the author of “Holy Spokes: The Search 
for Urban Spirituality on Two Wheels.” Committed to the renewal and thriving of vibrant Christian 
institutions, she serves as an advisor with Leadership Education at Duke Divinity School. Laura is also the 
co-host of the podcast “Can These Bones” with Bill Lamar, from Faith & Leadership at Duke Divinity 
School. Laura aims for attraction not persuasion. A moderately competent seamstress, Laura loves 
working with her hands, and has recently been writing and working on “visible mending” of clothes, the 
church and the world. Kori has known Laura and her since Kori’s time in Boston (2007-2015), and it is 
an honor and a pleasure to share Laura’s preaching with you tonight.   
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
“Those who joined the following of Jesus the Christ devoted themselves to instruction and the common 
life, the breaking of bread, and prayer.”  We do the same 2,000 years later.  In solidarity with the Spirit-
filled community of all the years since the beginning of Easter, let us ask for all that we and all creation 
need. 
 
Our response:   Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
 
That along with Peter’s exiles we continue our celebration of Easter with singing and joy, despite the 
great challenges facing us … we pray … Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
 
That we come to recognize deep down that the Earth does not belong to us, but that we belong to the 
Earth … we pray … Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
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That as we say “Christ is risen! Alleluia!” we come to know in our bones the truth of the promise of 
renewed-life-without- limits that can be hard to believe and accept … we pray … Alleluia! Christ is 
truly risen!   
 
In thanksgiving for our precious blue Earth, that our coming celebration of Earth Day will strengthen us 
to do the difficult and necessary things to safeguard her as home for us and for countless future 
generations … we pray … Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
 
For those who cannot find it in their hearts to sing “Alleluia!” or who would like to silence us when we 
sing it … we pray as Jesus said we should … Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Paschal community of Alleluia 
and sorrow, remembering as well the universal needs of all people and of our one Earth. 
 
All those who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and 
clearly.   
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have remained 
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayer intentions written in our community prayer book… we pray … 
Alleluia! Christ is truly risen!   
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
Loving God, you have the power to bring peace and healing to all. Fill our hearts with the fire of your 
love and help us be agents of your peace. Strengthen and comfort all of us in this time of uncertainty, 
anxiety, and fear and enrich us with your life-giving Spirit so that all creation may feel your touch and 
be healed. We pray... Amen.  

 
Offertory Song 
 
Christ in Us Arise            Thomson 
 
Christ in us arise and dispel fear and chaos. 
Christ in us arise with your courage and your grace. 
Christ in us pour out your blessing and healing. 
Christ in us arise and we shall rise with you. 
 
Be now our vision; open these eyes, 
 showing us all that we must see. 
Onward to the kin-dom, you are the way. 
Arise in us and we shall rise in you. R 
 
Be now our footsteps, leading the way, 
 taking us where we must go. 
Onward to the kin-dom you are the way. 
Arise in us and we shall rise in you. R 
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You know our heart and you know our ways, 
 you who formed us in our mother’s womb.  
We live and move in you,  
our whole being thrives in you. R 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth 
has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine 
and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to live the Gospel.   

With the Risen Christ we commit ourselves to live the Gospel. 
 

Prayer over our Gifts 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your Chosen One, Jesus, you 
amazed us with the resurrection. Amaze us again with your ability to turn this bread and wine into gifts 
that will transform the world. Be with us when doubt and disbelief overwhelms us and strengthen us in 
faith and love. We pray… Amen.  

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
God of all Creation, with your breath, all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island home.  You are unceasingly 
at work, bringing order from chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Your love restores our broken world.  
Your Chosen One, Jesus the Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of new life.  And so we 
join with all of creation, on earth and throughout the cosmos, singing our unending song of praise:  

 
Sanctus            Booth 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, O God, our God, Spirit and Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
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In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb and changed Mary Magdalene’s sorrow into joy.  
From the Garden the mystery shone clear that life in You transcends death. May we follow Jesus’ 
example and love our neighbors and our enemies as ourselves and give Your Spirit freedom to act in us 
to transform ourselves and our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, Jesus renewed the promise of his presence.  On the 
night before he died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. We open ourselves to Your Spirit 
who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ.  We 
remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body. Do this in 
memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, 
and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood, the covenant of new and everlasting 
life.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

[Sung]          Booth 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, until you come again. 
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious.  Catch all of them by surprise.  Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice.  Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity.  Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others.  Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all who 
are caregivers, nurses, doctors, and technicians. Be with all those who are essential workers – in stores, 
in government, delivery drivers and all those to risk their health for our sake. Be with those who are at 
risk from this virus and who do not have the means to protect themselves. Be with all who have died 
and gone before us into the fullness of union with You.  Be with us in our struggling attempts live out 
your example of love.  With the help of Jesus, strengthen us to live lives that bring You honor and glory:  
 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[Sung]                       Booth 
Amen, Amen, amen.  Amen, amen, amen.  
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Prayer of Jesus 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you.  
(We offer these words as a contemporary rendering from Enfleshed.com.)  
 
Loving Creator of us all,  
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 

 
Lamb of God            Booth 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. O Lamb of God.  Grant us peace.  
  
This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.   
We are blessed to share in the Mystery of Life.  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we are raised up into new life. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using 
right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. 
May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that 
knows no bounds. Amen.  
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Communion Song 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one.  
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one.  
 
The air that is my breath is the air that you are breathing 
And the air that is your breath is the air that I am breathing 
The wind rising in my breast is the wind from the east, from the west 
From the north, from the south, breathing in, breathing out 
 
The water that is my blood, my sweat, tears from crying 
Is the water that is your blood, your sweat, tears from crying 
And the rising of the tide is in our veins and in the ocean wide 
We are in the rising steam, rushing river, running stream 
 
The fire in my heart, my soul flame burning 
Is the fire in your heart, your soul flame burning 
We are Spirit burning bright, by the light of day, in the dark of night 
We are shining like the sun, and like the moon, like the Holy One 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
 

 
Prayer After Communion           written by the Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, United Church of Canada 
 
In this time of COVID-19, we pray: 
When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; 
when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; 
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God; 
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands; 
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 
help us to love as perfectly as we can knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear." 
For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray,  
for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and the caregivers, we pray,  
for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators,  
for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray,  
for all who are affected, all around the world... 
we pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,  
clothe the naked and house those without homes; 
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,  
and may we do all that we can to heal  the sick— 
in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 
Help us, O God, that we might help each other.  
In the love of the Creator,  
in the name of the Healer,  
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all, we pray. Amen.  
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Closing Blessing 
     
May we trust in God’s promises too us: peace, security, blessing –  
even when they are difficult to believe.  
May we know that God’s news is good news: nourishing, true -  
even when people tell us it is not.  
And when we encounter doubt, may we strengthen our belief,  
finding guidance in the workings of the Spirit around us. Amen. Alleluia 

 
Sending Forth 
Let us go forth in peace and love, Alleluia. Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
Closing Song 
Alleluia No. 1                   Fishel 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen One. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to God’s name. 
 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth; 
Jesus has died and risen. R 
 
We have been crucified with Christ; 
Now we shall live for ever. R 
 
Come let us praise the living God; 
Joyfully sing of new creation. R.  
 
 

 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for 

future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest (ordained by the 
Roman Catholic WomanPriest movement) and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of 

our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
 
 
 

Music used with permission LicenSing #L8969 & OneLicense #A-71188 
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