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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

 
Hosanna to the One who frees us!  

Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community, based out of San Diego, 
California. On this Palm Sunday, we gather from our homes, dispersed around the world. Know 
that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here with us, just as you are.  
 
For those of us joining us for the first time, you will note that we do not read the passion on Palm 
Sunday – reserving it instead for Good Friday. We focus instead on Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted on zoom unless 
you are lectoring or offering a prayer intention at the time.  
 
To fully participate in our Palm Sunday Liturgy, you may find it useful to have the following items 
on hand:  

• Palms, green branches, flowers, colored paper, colored fabric, dried or silk flowers 
• Bread/crackers and wine/juice to share in our spiritual communion  

 
 

Blessing of the Palms 
My dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of the 
Paschal Mystery.  We remember Jesus’ arrival in ancient Jerusalem through our actions this 
evening. We remember these events with hindsight as to their meaning and with knowledge of 
the events to come.  In all of it, we seek blessing, especially in this time of uncertainty we find 
ourselves in. We ask the Spirit of Life, which is Life, to bless these branches and make them holy 
as we joyfully acclaim Jesus as our Messiah. Bless all of us who share in this liturgy, wherever we 
may be. Bless our homes where we shelter in place with our palms.  Bless us all as we remember 
Jesus’ journey from triumph to the cross, through death to new life.   

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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OPENING READING:  Mt 21:5; 9:b,c,d citing Zech 9:9 
 

You, the daughter of Zion, tell this to the people: 
“Look, your leader is coming to you, 
Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

“Hosanna to the Chosen One, 
Blessed is the one who comes 

In the name of Our God, 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 
All are invited to wave their “palms” in front of the camera  

during the singing of the Opening Song. 
 
Opening Song - Let Heaven Rejoice       Bob Dufford, SJ 

Refrain:  Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad.  Let all creation ring. 
Let children proclaim to every land: “Hosanna, let us sing!” 

 Sound the trumpet into the night; 
The day of our God is near. 
Wake the people, lift your voice, 
Proclaim it to the world.    Refrain 

Raise your voices, be not afraid,  
Put on your robes of joy. 
And in each moment let us see 
The glory of our God.   Refrain 

 
Opening Prayer: 
Holy One, we enter the city with Jesus today, and sing hosannas to our messiah. Let us turn our 
backs on the powers that grasp and control, and open our hearts to one riding on a donkey. Let 
us follow the one who brought freedom and peace and who walks in solidarity with those who 
are suffering, abandoned, and oppressed. Let us shout for joy at Jesus’ arrival and join his 
disciples, standing in solidarity with those who are marginalized, healing those who are sick, 
dining with those outcast by society. Let us wave our palms for victory and resistance, the victory 
of hope over despair, and the resistance against every oppressive structure of Empire that 
attempts to have the last say. Together we pray… Amen.  
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Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading - Isaiah 54:11-15, 17; 55:12 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah: 
 
O Chosen One,  
you have been storm-tossed,  
and few people comfort you; 
but now, I will lay rubies before you like a red carpet, 
and the gates you enter will be made of precious jewels. 
 
All the children who follow you will be taught by God, 
and your children will be great. 
You will establish justice. 
Do not fear.  Oppression will not overtake you. 
If anyone causes you trouble, it is not from me. 
Whoever causes you trouble will fall. 
 
Every weapon fashioned against you shall fail. 
Every tongue that brings you to trial will prove false. 
 
This is the heritage of the servants of God: 
your vindication will come from Me, says God. 
 
And so, go forth with joy, and lead us in peace. 
As you go, the mountains and the hills before you  
will burst into song. 
All the trees of the field will clap their hands; 
and the palms of trees will welcome you. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 83, stanzas four, five, and six, Merrill with minor edits       
The psalm response is:  

When trouble comes, do not be silent. 
       When trouble comes, be not afraid. 
 
Let all with faith-filled hearts  
 rise up with Love!  
Clothe us in the dress of your peace,  
 and the stronghold of your mercy,  
 that we might bear the power of Love;  
Let us walk in shoes of integrity, and don the mantle of truth.  
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Let us shed the tatters of envy and fear,  
 the rags of anger and greed.  
And say, "We shall seek only the Truth,  
 which will set us free!" 

R: When trouble comes, do not be silent. 
       When trouble comes, be not afraid. 
 
O Beloved, let all that is unholy within us  
 be cleansed, erased as chalk from a slate.  
As fire consumes the forest, 
 as the flame reaches up to the heavens,  
Let the refining fire of your Love  
 reach into the hidden places within open hearts!  
Forgive us and let the deep regret  
 of our souls rise up as contrite offerings.  
 

R: When trouble comes, do not be silent. 
       When trouble comes, be not afraid. 
 
Let the people seek your Word, 
 let the nations turn from violence and destruction.  
Let us know that You alone,  
 You who reign with Love,  
 are the Most High over all the earth. 
 

R: When trouble comes, do not be silent. 
     When trouble comes, be not afraid. 

 
Second Reading - Philippians 2:6-11 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians:  
 
Jesus the Christ, although divine in essence,  
 disregarded the image of a lofty God. 
Instead, Jesus poured himself out, 
 taking on the mantle of a servant. 
Born, human in essence, 
 human in every way, 
 Jesus humbled himself,  
accepting death on a cross. 
 
Yet even in this, God brought forth new life. 
God gave Jesus the name which is above all other names, 
 so that all will honor the name of Jesus, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth; 
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 and so that every tongue will proclaim 
 that Jesus the Christ lives and reigns  
 with peace and love, 
 for the glory of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation [Sung]         Booth 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Gospel – Matthew 21: 1-11 
God is with you.  And also with you. 
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.   Glory to You, O God. 
 
When Jesus, along with his disciples and followers, had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage at the Mount of Olives, Jesus said to two of the disciples, “Go into the village ahead.  
As soon as you enter it, you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.  Untie them and bring 
them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just respond with this: ‘The Teacher needs them.’  
And they will let them go at once.”  This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying: 
 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your leader is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed.  They brought the donkey and the colt, and 
put their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.   
 
Great crowds of people spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds - those who went in front of Jesus and those who 
followed – were shouting: 
 

“Hosanna to the Heir of David and Bathsheba! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of our God! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was pulsating with excitement, asking, “Who is 
this?” And the crowds with Jesus kept answering, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
 
The Gospel of God. Praise to You, Jesus the Christ 
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Homily           Kori Pacyniak 
[Moment of Silence] 

 
Prayers of the Faithful  
 
“Do not fear.  Oppression will not overtake you.”  “Jesus poured himself out, taking on the 
mantle of a servant.” On this human journey, in great current distress, and in resurrection hope, 
let us ask for all that we and the world need. 
  
Our response:   Remain brave and strong.  I am with you always.   
 
That like Jesus we pour ourselves out, taking on the mantle of servants … we pray … (Response) 
 
That with the crowds around Jesus we refuse to keep silence, crying out for justice and 
compassion in these distressing and challenging times … we pray … (Response) 
 
That our generosity and outreach to the entire human family in need exemplify our Lenten 
journey from “me” to “we” … we pray … (Response)   
 
That this Earth on which we walk, which contains the blood of Jesus and of all our ancestors in 
faith, become for them and for us the Easter dawn of resurrection and new life … we pray … 
(Response) 
 
For those whom we have allowed to be so beaten down that they don’t know how to look for 
resurrection and new life … we pray as Jesus said we should … (Response) 
 
Now it is time to bring to God our special prayers for this time of stress and anxiety.  
Let us call to mind, and speak aloud softly, the names of those who have lost life, health, or 
economic stability in the face of the pandemic. 
 

We invite you to unmute yourself if you wish to share the names of those you would like the 
community, keeping in mind that this liturgy is publicly streamed.  

 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in our community prayer book . . . we pray … 
(Response) 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful: Holy One, we bring You the needs of our world, suffering from a 
pandemic and economic inequality. We bring You the needs of our land, the hungry and 
homeless, the wounded and despairing. We bring you the needs of ourselves and our loved ones, 
seeking Your peace and healing, Your wisdom and protection. Hear us, O God, we pray.. Amen.  
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Offertory Song: Now is the Acceptable Time        Bridge 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the season of waiting.  
We are called to become the holiness of God.  
Be reconciled with God now! Receive the grace of God. 
 
Break open your hearts of stone.  
Return to our God with your whole heart!  
God’s mercy awaits us all: God is gracious, rich in kindness. R 
 
With fasting and constant prayer, 
strengthen yourselves on the journey.  
God walks with us day by day: God is gracious, rich in kindness. R 

 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
Blessed are you, Father of all, in all things you have made:  
in plants and animals, in all people, and in all the wonders of creation.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, Mother of all, for the food we eat; for this bread and wine,  
for our families and community, and for laughter and joy in Your presence.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to transform our 
world.     

We commit ourselves to this transformation. 
 
Prayer with our Gifts:   
Holy One, You invite us to Jerusalem, symbolized by Your table. As we approach the feasts of 
Passover and Easter, we ponder the mystery of Jesus’ integrity and all holy mysteries. May this 
bread and wine sustain us though our tears and bring us to the fullness of Easter joy. We pray in 
Jesus’ name… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you.  
Let us give thanks to the One who guides our life together. 
It is our joy to offer gratitude and praise. 
 
God, you never promised us that the way would be clear.  You created us in Your image - the 
image of One who is Wisdom, who is Love, who is Courage.  You breathed Your life into us with 
the assurance that we have, within and around us, everything we need to be Your faithful people.  
Though we sometimes act in disregard for Your call on our collective life, still You show up with 
and for us, relentlessly.  And so we join our voices with all who have gone before in gratitude for 
Your abiding presence: 
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Sanctus  [Sung]          Booth 

Holy, Holy, Holy God, O God, our God, Spirit and Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Sacred is Your presence and blessed is the Christ with us.  Through the life of Jesus we saw an 
example of what it means to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with 
courage and compassion all the barriers that work against Your Spirit on the move. Though evil 
attempted to silence his proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could 
keep Love from growing. 

 [Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts.  May this bread and 
wine become for us the body and blood of Jesus, a tangible sign of the incarnation, and 
sustenance for our Lenten journey.  I now invite you to bless, with me, your own bread or 
cracker, wine or juice. We remember… 
 
All: 
That same bread, Jesus took and broke, 
to restore the unity of our broken world.  
Jesus blessed you, God of healing and hope, 
then shared the bread with those at table, saying:  
Take this all of you and eat.  
This is my body which will be given up for you. 

 
[Pause] 

 
Then offering the cup of libation, 
poured out for the liberation of all, 
Jesus gave thanks and shared the cup 
in a spirit of mutual solidarity saying:  
Take this all of you and drink from it.  
This is the cup of my life-blood, the cup of my love, 
the new and everlasting covenant. 
In prophetic solidarity, it is poured out for you and for all. 
Sustain one another in the power of sacred memory. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, until you come again. 
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We remember all people who touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
 
Widzimy Twoją świętość lśniącą zarówno przez chwałę, jak i ból, którego doświadczamy. Bądź 
ze wszystkimi chorymi i ze wszystkimi cierpiącymi. Bądź ze wszystkimi, którzy umarli i poszli 
przed nami do pełni Życia z Tobą. Uwolnij nas do życia bez strachu w tajemnicy Twojej miłości 
i obecności.  
 
[We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be 
with all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before 
us into the fullness of Life with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence.] 
 
Holy One, gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Great Amen  
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[Sung]            Booth 
Amen, Amen, amen.  Amen, amen, amen.  
 
The Prayer of Jesus  
The prayer often called the "Our Father" has been translated and rendered in many ways over 
the last 2,000 years.  MMACC uses this contemporary version during Lent adapted from our 
friends at enfleshed.org. 
 
Loving Creator of us all,  
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
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For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 
 
The Sign of Peace:  
Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the peace of God in 
Jesus the Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Let us reach out with our hearts to offer one another, and the world, God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God  [Sung]         Booth 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. 
O Lamb of God.  Grant us peace.  
 
This is God's holy bread for the transformation of God's holy people. 
We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
This is Jesus’ table.  He made no restrictions and neither do we. May all who share with us in this 
spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  Amen. 
 
Communion Song: You are our All in All 
 

Refrain:  O, Loving God, holy is your name.  
O, Loving God, holy is your name.  

 
You are my strength when we are weak 
You are the treasure that we seek 
You are our all in all 
In every soul we seek your face 
Always relying on your grace 
You are our all in all. Refrain.  
 
Bearing the cross and human pain  
We share your cup and rise again 
You are our all in all. 
When we fall down, still you are there  
Present in joy and in despair  
You are our all in all. Refain.  
 

[Moment of Silence] 
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Prayer after Communion:  
Loving God, unite us in this spiritual communion wherever we may be. Help us to see and feel 
Your presence and love, even when anxiety and fear overwhelm us. Sustain the power of hope 
within us. Keep us safe from all harm, bound in community by your love. Help us to do all that 
we can to protect and care for one another and for those most vulnerable among us. We pray in 
the name of Christ the healer… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessing 
As we depart from the presence of one another, we do so in the knowledge that Love Eternal 
holds us together. Until we come together again, may we find courage in the witness of the 
faithful. May the peace of the Holy Spirit move through your every breath. And may you trust in 
the Wisdom of Christ within you. Hosanna! 
 
Sending Forth 
This Mass is ended. Holy Week is begun.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song: Sing to the Mountains             Bob Dufford, SJ 
 
Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea.  
Raise your voices, lift your hearts.  
This is the day our God has made.  Let all the earth rejoice.  
 
We will give thanks to you, O God.  
You have answered our plea.  
You bring hope in troubled times.  
You are our strength and our song.     Refrain  
 
Holy, holy, holy God.   
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.    Refrain  
 
 

Music used with permission LicenSing #L8969 & OneLicense #A-71188 
 
 

 


