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The Fourth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 3, 2020 
 



Opening Hymn "I Know that My Redeemer Lives"  CW #152 
 

 
 
 
Greeting 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 
 
 
Psalm 33 
M: Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; 
C:  it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
 
M: For the Word of the LORD is right and true; 
C: he is faithful in all he does. 



M: By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, 
C: their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
 
M: For he spoke, and it came to be; 
C: he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 
M: The LORD foils the plans of the nations; 
C: he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
 
M: But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, 
C: the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
 
M: The LORD loves righteousness and justice; 
C: the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
M:  O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
Children's Message 
 
 
Gospel John 14:1-12 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.”   

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?”  

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now 
on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a 

long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on 
the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me 
will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 



Hymn of the Day "All Praise to God Who Reigns Above"  CW #236 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Sermon  We Need a Shepherd Who Guides Us 1 Kings 18:16-45 
  

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. When he 
saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”  

“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family 
have. You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. Now 
summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel’s table.”  

So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 
Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? 
If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”  

But the people said nothing.  
Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four 

hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and 
let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the 
other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your 
god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.”  

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”  
Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since 

there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” So they 
took the bull given them and prepared it.  

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” they 
shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar 
they had made.  

At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps 
he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 
So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their 
custom, until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their frantic 
prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one 
answered, no one paid attention.  

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he 
repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. Elijah took twelve stones, one for each 
of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, 
“Your name shall be Israel.” With the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and 
he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. He arranged the wood, 
cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars 
with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”  

“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.  
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. The water ran down 

around the altar and even filled the trench.  
 
 
 



At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O LORD, God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am 
your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, O LORD, 
answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning 
their hearts back again.”  

Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the 
soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.  

When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The 
LORD—he is God!”  

Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” 
They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered 
there.  

And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” So 
Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the 
ground and put his face between his knees.  

“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked.  
“There is nothing there,” he said.  
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.”  
The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from 

the sea.”  
So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain 

stops you.’”  
Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and 

Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 
 
 
Apostles' Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Friendship Register 
Leave a comment beneath the video on the Facebook page or YouTube channel to let us 
know that you worshiped with us! 
 
 
Offering 
The offering is our opportunity to give thanks to our Lord and to support the work he has 
given us of proclaiming his Word in the Reno area and around the world.  
 
To give your offering electronically, text the amount you would like to give to  
702-997-5904 or visit shepherdreno.com/offering.  



 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn "Christ Be My Leader"  CW #367 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday's Service Theme & Lessons 
We have not obeyed all God’s commands, which shows that we have not loved him as we 
should. So God the Father showed us his love by sending his Son to die and rise again to 
save us. Now God the Son shows us his love by sending us the Holy Spirit, who works in 

us to believe in Jesus. The Spirit also enables us to show God love by obeying his 
commands. 

Lesson: Genesis 4:1-16 
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 66 
Gospel: John 14:15-21 
Hymn of the Day: “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” Christian Worship #377 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Service Notes for Kids (and Adults! ) 
What is the name of the church season or special day today? 
 
 
Circle the color with which the altar is decorated today:  

Blue / White / Green / Violet / Red 
 
What book of the Bible is the sermon based on? 
 
 
Circle where this book of the Bible is found:  

Old Testament / New Testament 
 
How has this sermon showed me my sins? 
 
 
 
How has this sermon showed me my Savior? 
 
 
 
What is one thing that this sermon has taught me to believe? 
 
 
 
What is one thing that this sermon has taught me to do? 
 
 
 
What is one thing I didn't understand or one question I want to ask? 
 
 
 
What is my favorite song that we sang today? Why? 
 


