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Sabbath
This time of year, it is fairly often that church members hand me
Sunday bulletins from other churches they have attended in their summer
travels. I enjoy receiving this assortment of liturgies and in fact, often glean
ideas that I think might work well for us here at Pittman Park. Of course, the
most important thing that is transpiring as I receive these bulletins is a
transfer of evidence. This little piece of paper serves as proof that the giver
has been in church! They have “kept Sabbath” even when they were away
from home. They have sought out other Christians with whom to worship.
They have made a conscious choice to not let a Sunday pass without finding
a time and place to be centered in worship.
The commandment to “remember the sabbath day and keep it holy”
is pretty specific. We are not to work on the sabbath – nor to expect others
to work on our behalf on the sabbath. This day is to be preserved as a day of
rest. How quaint you say – but life is a lot more complicated than that. I
agree, but it occurs to me that without some basic guidelines on the matter
of keeping sabbath, we become less able to resist our inclination to be
productive. It is critically important that we rest in order that we may
reclaim life.
Sabbath is a call to stop work. As much as we are able, we should be
attentive to this. Most mornings we hit the ground running. But the Hebrew
word “Shabbat” (from which the word sabbath is taken) means to rest or to
stop. A modern non-orthodox interpretation of this may include: not only
not working – but also not thinking about that which is your regular
employment or duty, not filling your sabbath with chores and simply
avoiding the temptation to be productive. Why? To create space for God.
God gives us the sabbath, and so in everyway possible, we seek to honor the
divine and loving intention behind this day. By so doing, we give it back to
God.

Church Events
• July 1st -Trustees Mtg
• July 4th – Office Closed
• July 5th – Rebecca’s Café
• July 6th & 7th – Wedding
at the Church
• July 11th – Movie Night
Youth
• July 14th – Fishing Day
• July 18th – Youth
Scavenger Hunt
• July 24th – Election Day
• July 24th – Rebecca’s
Café
• July 25th – Youth Mission
Day
• July 30th – Historical
Society

Centering ourselves in Christ is absolutely crucial for celebrating sabbath. Without a will to stop,
then stopping will not happen. We have a tendency to fill every waking moment with some activity or job.
God wants better for us than this!
One of my favorite hymns carries this important theme. Here is the first verse:
“Come and find the quiet center
In the crowded life we lead,
Find the room for hope to enter,
Find the frame where we are freed;
Clear the chaos and the clutter,
Clear our eyes that we can see
All the things that really matter,
Be at peace, and simply be.”
So let me ask, do you ever detect your spirit longing for rest? God has asked us to in some way find
sabbath. In our culture, you and I will have to find creative ways to do this. Even if it is not on Sunday, we
are to make a special time for the stopping of work. Keeping sabbath is important because ultimately it is
about reorienting our lives toward God. How is this fourth commandment going for you? It is my prayer
that God will guide all of us to that place in which we may be fully rested and fully alive in Christ!
Grace and Peace!

Food Ministries
You May Already Be Volunteering:
If your child attends Park Kids on Sunday Mornings
between 10 and 11, then your family may already
be helping out with the Can Do Spirit Food Pantry.
On the second Sunday of each month, kids in
grades K-5 practice mission and service by helping
to maintain our food pantry ministry. One month,
they may stock shelves, another, they’ll prepare
bags or fill parcels. Regular attendees are getting to
be experts on the workings of the pantry, and our
pantry has come to depend on the assistance of
these kids. It is also important that the kids learn
about food insecurity. According to statistics, your
children most likely attend school with friends who
can’t depend on getting 3 meals each day.
Join us for our quarterly volunteer meeting on
Sunday, July 8 after the 11am Morning Services.
We will schedule packing for the next three months
and work together to pack the week's parcels.
Contact Megan Hopkins at 536-7920 for more
information.

- Bill

Rebecca’s Café
Each month Pittman Park serves at Rebecca’s
Café twice. We serve on the FIRST Thursday
and the FORTH Tuesday each month. We ask
that everyone who serves bring a hat or be
subject to a hairnet and to be in the kitchen it is
required to have closed toe shoes.
Join us in July on Thursday, July 5th and
Tuesday, July 24th from 10am – 2pm.
At 10am we prep and cook the meal, at 11:30 we
prep the serving line and serve food from 12pm 1pm. Then from 1pm until 2pm we wash dishes,
clean the kitchen and lunchroom, and reset for
the next service time. All are invited and there is
a need for many people to help.

Finance Report
Contributions Received through May 31

2018 Operating Budget
Budget:
Budget to Date:
Giving to Date:
Spent to Date:

$742,300
$309,291
$281,718
$290,798

Pledges:
Pledged to Date:
Giving to Date:

$226,290
$212,608

Capital Campaign Report:
142 people pledged

$1,032,809

Number of pledges paid up
Amount of Paid Up

44
$330,900

Number Not Pledged
Non Pledged Giving

28
$29,330

22 OVER pledge amount

$51,737

Pledged given

$664,888

Total

$745,956

Total Amount Spent
Loan Payoff

$191,546
$144,578

Amount Available May 31

$555,410

Kids Fishing Day
On Saturday, July 14 from 9am until
noon our United Methodist Men will
host the second Kids Fishing Day.
You are invited to this family event at
the Home of Barrie and Toni Bloser.
(23163 US Hwy 80W, Portal, GA)
We encourage parents to bring children
and share in the joy of fishing. If you
have fishing equipment, bring it with
you. However, for those who are ne to
fishing, some extra fishing poles will be
available at the pond. This will be a
catch and release event.
Instead of grilling fish, we will be
grilling hotdogs for lunch.
There will be prizes for the most fish
caught, the largest fish caught and the
smallest fish caught, for children 5th
grade and younger.

Park KIDS

#WeGetToDoThis

Thank you for all the help with VBS 2018
See you next year for VBS June 10-14, 2019

Park STUDENTS
We had an amazing time at BigStuf 2018

2
9:30am Crochet and
Loom Knitting
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers

9
9:30am Crochet and
Loom Knitting
10am District Set Up
Meeting
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers

16
9:30am Crochet and
Loom Knitting
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers

23
Election Day Set Up
9:30am Crochet and
Loom Knitting
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers

30
9:30am Crochet and
Loom Knitting
11am Historical Society
Meeting
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers

8
3:30pm Zumba

15
3:30pm Zumba

22
3:30pm Zumba

29
3:30pm Zumba

Monday

2018

1
5pm Trustees Meeting

Sunday

July

31
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
7pm CRU

24
ELECTION DAY
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
10am Rebecca’s Café
6pm Boy Scout Troop 935
7pm CRU

17
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
9:30pm Sewing for Missions
11am Agape UMW
11:30am Susannah Wesley
UMW
6pm Cancer Support Grp
7pm CRU

10
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
7pm CRU

3
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
10am Sewing For Missions
6pm Boy Scout Troop 935
7pm CRU

Tuesday

25
Election Day take down
Youth Mission Day
6:30pm OA Meeting

18
Youth Scavenger Hunt
6:30pm OA Meeting

11
6:30pm OA Meeting
Youth Movie Night

4
OFFICE CLOSED
6:30pm OA Meeting

Wednesday

26
7:30pm Praise Band

19
10:00am Amazing Grace
6pm Boy Scout Troop 935
7:30pm Praise Band

12
7:30pm Praise Band

5
10am Rebecca’s Café
7:30pm Praise Band

Thursday

27
5:30pm Jaywalkers

20
5:30pm Jaywalkers

13
5:30pm Jaywalkers

6
Bailey/Rohrer
Wedding Rehearsal
5:30pm Jaywalkers

Friday

28
10am Primary Purpose

21
10am Primary Purpose

14
9am Fishing (Blosers)
10am Primary Purpose

7
Bailey/Rohrer Wedding
10am Primary Purpose

Saturday

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Each Monday there is a Crochet and
Looming group that meets in the
Student Center at Pittman Park starting
at 9:30am. All skill levels are invited
even if that means no skill at all. You
are invited to come and learn.
• Remember that the church office will
be closed on Wednesday, July 4, 2018
in observance of Independence Day.
The office will open on Thursday, July
5, 2018 at 9am.

• Have your children outgrown their
clothes and they are just taking up
space? Would to like to donate good,
clean, gently-used clothing to those
who could really use them?
With school right around the corner,
Fostering Bulloch has a great need,
they have very little in their clothing
closet and all sizes are needed. Please
consider donating your clothes and to
make it easy for you, there is a
donation box in the church office.

• For those of you attending the
Fireworks Fest at Mill Creek on
Wednesday July 4th, remember our
Park Students will have parking
available across the street at Bulloch
Janitorial. All proceeds go to our Park
Students trips.
• Remember the local election day on
July 24, 2018. Please Vote!

Update from the United Methodist Women
The UMW Annual Garage Sale that was held in May was a SUCCESS! Thank you to all
who brought donations and donated their time in setting up, organizing, pricing and
cleaning up. We were able to collect over $5,000. All monies went to local mission projects.
Open Hearts Community Mission Wesley Foundation
Fostering Bulloch

Hearts & Hands Clinic

ACTS

Rebecca’s Café

Choices of the Heart

Sewing for Missions

Amazing Grace

Pittman Park (Roof)

Meals on Wheels (Concerted Services)
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(912) 681-3213

