The Happenings
At Pittman Park
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2019

One

There is much evidence of division in our world. We seem to have an innate human tendency to place ourselves in
ideological camps - to the point of dysfunction. It is troubling to see how this is played out in global and national
politics. In addition, it is evident that the church is not spared its own struggles. Perhaps you have wondered, what
is there to be done in the face of such divisions?!
I take some consolation in realizing that none of this is new. Read your way through the New Testament and you
can sense the tensions both outside and within the church. The letters of Paul particularly offer insight to the struggles
of his day as the early church tried to find its footing in difficult circumstances. You have to read between the lines
to figure out the nature of the divisions, but Paul offers a very clear approach when it comes to solutions. Over and
over, he encourages the church to take on the essence of Christ. Nowhere is this more poignant than in those words
from Philippians 2: 4 - 5 where he advises, “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus...”
In our communion liturgy are the words, “Make us one with Christ, one with each other and one in ministry to all
the world.” Given a little reflection, these words are captivating! They are of course, pulled directly from the heart
of the gospel. Jesus himself prays for this unity among us... “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of
those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in
you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me.”
(John 17: 20 - 21)
Over the coming weeks, you will notice a strong emphasis on a new vision for Pittman Park...
“One in Christ - One Community - One Calling.” Seven words easily remembered and shared. It is our hope these
words will become the very definition of life and ministry for all of us. Throughout its history Pittman Park has
embraced the importance of unity. “One” is a chance for us to take full ownership in this part of our DNA and truly
let it become our church vision.
It is my hope that you will make every effort to be in worship February 10, 17 and 24 as together we look more closely
at what it means to claim “One in Christ - One Community - One Calling”.

Park STUDENTS
February series:

Communicating with teenagers is hard. And it’s especially
hard to know what to say and how to say it when it comes to
sensitive topics like dating. Deep down, we know that the
dating years are a time to lean in and keep the conversation
going with our kids, but sometimes the awkwardness and
potential explosions can make us want to do just the opposite.
In her article, “5 Tips For Communicating With Teens,”
author and mom of three teenagers, Autumn Ward, explores
how we can keep the lines of communication open on every
topic, including dating.
Communication is a two-way street. Often, the reasons
teenagers choose not to talk with their parents are because
they feel like their parents don’t listen or will get mad at what
they tell them. Parents, on the other hand, feel like their teens
just won’t talk to them. Who’s right? In most cases, they both
are. But don’t lose hope!
Below are five ways we as parents can help open the lines
of communication with our teenagers.
1. Just Listen. We know being in listening mode isn’t possible
24/7, but we still need to show our teens that we’re open to
listening when they need us. And we can pretty much
guarantee it will happened when we’re on the phone,
making dinner or headed to bed. When this happens, do
whatever it takes to give your teenager your undivided
attention. (This may require making coffee at 11pm).
2. Encourage. Be encouraging, supportive, and positive. If
your teenager has a fight with a friend, this is not the time
to say, “I never liked that friend anyway!” That’s a door
slammer. Try, “Are you okay?” Or, “Sometimes friends fight.
Hopefully the tow of you will be able to work it out. Do you
want to talk about it?”
3. Say, “I don’t know.” Know that it’s okay not to know the
answer. It’s okay to say, “I don’t know,” but follow it with:
“We can try and find out together.” And don’t miss out on
this opportunity to point your teenager to God who does
know all the answers and always has a listening ear.
4. Be Kind. Treat your teenager the way you’d want to be
treated. We already know that, don’t we? We all want to
treat our family well, but somehow it’s tempting to do things
in conversations with our kids that we’d never do when
talking to adult—things like bringing up past mistakes or
embarrassing moments. Nothing creates distance in a
relationship like shame. So at this critical phase, when it’s so
important to keep the conversation going, be careful to
guard that relationship by being kind and encouraging—not
critical and shaming.

5. Be Patient. Sometimes we just need to be quiet. There are
two answers to the question, “Do you want to talk?” If the
answer is “no,” you need to respect that. Even if it takes a
huge piece of duct tape placed over your mouth, do your best
not to push. You can keep the lines of communication open
by saying, “Okay, but I’m here when you need me to listen.”
Sometimes it can be hard to know when and how to talk
to our kids about dating. It’d be so nice if we just had a guide
that told us what to say...
• before they start dating.
• while they’re in a relationship.
• after a breakup.
Well, good news...there is!
In order to help get the conversation started at your house,
we will share a Dating Conversation Guide after our first
Datable Sunday Night with Park STUDENTS for you and your
teenager that helps each of you talk about dating in a real and
helpful way before, during and after a relationship happens.

Upcoming EVENTS
February 3- Flag Football Game
Our 1st ever Park STUDENTS Flag Souper
Bowl will be this SUNDAY beginning at 4:00
and will end at 6:00. Please pick your student
up by 6:00 so all can have time to get home to
watch the SUPER BOWL.
June 23-27 Summer Mission trip
to Lake Junaluska. The total cost is $450
with a $100 deposit to reserve your student's
spot. There are a limited number of available
places. Once all spots are filled then your
student will be placed on a waiting list, but
their place will not be guaranteed. Deposits
are due by February 17th. Deposit amounts
after February 17th will be $150.
March 5- Mardi Gras Celebration
We will be throwing our Mardi Gras
Celebration on March 5 in the Fellowship
Hall. Stay tuned for more details.

Park KIDS
February 2019 Life App:
Service—
Lending a hand to help someone else.

Morning Time
As you say goodbye to your child this morning
say this: “Be on the lookout today for someone
who needs help. Helping others is a way to show
God’s love.”

Meal Time
Q&A for KIDS: What holds you back from
serving others sometimes?
Q&A for PARENTS: Share about a time someone
served you and it brought you joy.

Drive Time
While driving tell your child to be on the
lookout for ways we can serve. Is the park
dirty? Let’s make a plan to clean it up! Pay for
someone’s meal in the drive through. Talk about
how you can help your teacher or a friend in
school.

Bed Time
Read John 13. Jesus, God’s own Son, set aside
what He deserved to serve His friends. We can
serve our friends and families and the people
we meet every day. Together, brainstorm some
creative ways that you could serve others at
home, school, and in your community. Then
choose one to do this week. Ask God to give
each of you a heart and opportunity to serve
others.

Week One: John 13:1-17
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
Say this: Serve others because of what
Jesus did or us.
Week Two: 1 Peter 4:10-11
Meet People’s Needs
Say this: Look for ways to serve others.
Week Three: John 6:1-13
Feding the 5,000
Say This: Use what you have
to serve others.
Week Four: Matthew 6:1-4
Give in Secret
Say This: Serve others without
looking for applause
MEMORY VERSE:
Jesus sat down and called for the 12
disciples to come to him. Then he said,
“Anyone who wants to be first must be the
very last. They must be the servant of
everyone.” Mark 9:35 NIrV
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FAMILY SERVICE CALENDAR - From washing his disciples feet to laying down his life
for the world, Jesus demonstrated what serving really means. In ParkKIDS this month we are
talking about how when we serve other people, we are reflecting the character of Jesus to
them. This month we are challenging families to complete 10+ ideas from this calendar (it’s ok
if you do them on a different day). Let’s work on lending a hand to help people all around the
Bulloch community!

03

SAT
01

Tape a bag of
microwave
popcorn to a
Redbox
machine

02
Help someone
load groceries
into their car

04

05

06

07

08

Park far away
from church to
leave better
spots for others

Shovel snow
for a neighbor

Talk to
someone new
at school/work

Invite someone
to dinner at
your house

Put away 5
stray shopping
carts in the
grocery
parking lot

Clean up for
someone else

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Buy a hot cup of
coffee for
someone on the
street

Bring soup to a
friend or
neighbor

Make a special
homemade
valentine for
your janitor at
school

Give a flower to
3 different
people and wish
them a happy
day

Say “Good
Morning” to
everyone at the
start of the day

18

19

20

21

22

23

Pay for the car
behind you in
line at the fastfood drive thru

Use one of your
skills to make a
gift for someone

26

27

28

Make a treat
and deliver it
to your teacher
at school

Give a
compliment to
someone who
seems to be in
a bad mood

Play a game
with someone,
let them
choose the
game

Hug someone

17
Invite and bring
a friend to
church

24
Leave positive
post-it notes in
random places

Donate food to
a food pantry

25
Let someone
go ahead of
you in line

Smile at 5
strangers

Hold the door
open for
someone

Do a chore for
someone else
at home

09
Make
someone
else’s bed

Send a card to a
friend to say you
are thinking of
him/her

We are updating our Membership List and need
some faithful volunteers. If you would be willing
to help the Church Office make some calls and see
if we can update our Membership List, please call
Wendy in the Church Office at (912) 681-3213.
Remember many hands make light work!

All are invited to A Taste of Wesley on March 2,
2019. This is their fundraiser dinner that
celebrates what God is doing at Wesley. It includes
worship, student testimonies, and a message from
former Georgia Southern Wesley Director, Jay
Tucker, as well as an opportunity to support their
ministry to students.
It’s a free event but please consider sponsoring a
seat for $15 or become a table sponsor for $100.
RSVP at www.gswesley.com/taste-of-wesley

All are invited to help us at Rebecca’s Café. Our
next service dates are Feb. 7 and Feb. 26. We begin
the prep and cooking at 10am. Serve the meal from
12pm – 1pm and finish cleaning up no later than
2pm. Remember when you join us you will need
close-toed shoes and a hat.

Join Team Pittman Park for the Sweetest Race!
The Chocolate RUN 5k or 10K on Saturday, Feb 23,
2019. It will begin at the Georgia Southern
Pavilion, near the RAC. The proceeds benefit Open
Door Community Mission. If you have any
questions, please call the church office.

Food Ministry Moment:
The Can Do Spirit Food Pantry is distributing food in a new way in 2019. When it began, the
food pantry provided food for Christian Social Ministries to distribute, but now we are finally
distributing our own food. We are giving our parcels to the families of the children at Langston
Chapel Elementary that we are already working with through our Backpack Buddies program.
To make this happen, we need volunteers to help us pack parcels and distribute food at 1 p.m.
on the fourth Saturday of each month. We are also asking Open Table attendees to help us fill
out the vouchers that we give to families to let them know when they can pick up their food
parcel. Anyone can help pack parcels and fill out vouchers, and if you’d like to be involved in
other aspects of this ministry, contact Megan Hopkins at 536-7920.

Finance Report - End of Year Report for 2018
Church Finances
2018 Operating Budget
$742,300

Capital Campaign
Pledged Amount
$1,032,809

Budget Received 2018
$702,289

Received through 2018
$929,273

Budget Spent 2018
$715, 357

Sale of Parsonage 3
$109,700

Difference
($13,357)

Spent Through 2018
$660,964
Balance of Funds Dec 31, 2108
$378,008

Our Church Family:
Vicki Simmons, Kathy York, Kathy Kicklighter, Bert Warren, Beth Lamb, Bill and Ruth Brown,
Elynor Davis, Jeffrey Flake, Arthur Howard, Tommy Palmer, Anita Wiggins, Glenda Reddick,
Tom Case, Elick Bullington, Randy Edenfield, Jane Hill, Kathryn Kelly,
Other family & friends:
Jean Edenfield, Delma Santamaria, Hubert Clark, Forrest Ann Anderson, Mandy Holsinger,
Ginger Palmer, Sharon Rollins, Bill Hodges, Debbie Keenan, Ora Wing, Ed Grubb, Eliza Paris,
Kaden Brown, Carley Neill, Sharron Ward, Rita Brown, Eric Strang, Walter Brazell,
Lucy Howell, Amris Bedford, Danny Crulic

Communion
Open Table
Small Groups
Choir Practice

Communion
Open Table
Small Groups
Choir Practice

Communion
Open Table
Small Groups
Choir Practice

13
5:15pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

20
5:15pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

27
5:15pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

12

19
7am Campus Outreach
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
9:30am Sewing for Missions
10am District Meeting
11:30am Susannah Wesley
5pm Cancer Support Grp
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm CRU
26
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
10am Rebecca’s Cafe
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm CRU

11
12pm Men’s Devotion
6pm Private Event
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Jaywalkers

18
12pm Men’s Devotion
7pm Jaywalkers
6pm Girl Scouts

25
11:30am Historical
Society
12pm Men’s Devotion
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Jaywalkers

10
12pm Starting Point
5pm RE|Align
7pm CRU Prayer Group

17
5pm RE|Align
7pm CRU Prayer Group

24
5pm RE|Align
7pm CRU Prayer Group

12pm Mission Meeting
4pm RE|Align
7pm CRU Prayer Group

7am Campus Outreach
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
10am New Morning UMW
11am Agape UMW
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm CRU

Communion
Open Table
Small Groups
Choir Practice

6
5:15pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

5
7am Campus Outreach
8am Woody Powell Prayer
Group
9am XYZ
9am Sewing for Missions
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm CRU

Wednesday

4
12pm Men’s Devotion
5pm Staff Parish
6pm Girl Scouts
7pm Jaywalkers

3

Sunday

Tuesday

2019

Monday

February

16
10am Primary Purpose
11am Private Event

23
10am Primary Purpose

15
5:30pm Jaywalkers

22
5:30pm Jaywalkers

14
Happy Valentine’s Day
6:30pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Praise Band

21
9am District Event
10am Amazing Grace
6:30pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Praise Band

28
6:30pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Praise Band

9
9:00am AKA Sorority
10am Primary Purpose

8
5:30pm Jaywalkers

7
10am Rebecca’s Café
6:30pm Girl Scout
Leaders
6:30pm Boy Scouts
7:00pm PPEC Board
Meeting
7:30pm Praise Band

Saturday
2
10am Primary Purpose
2pm Private Event

Friday
1
5:30pm Jaywalkers
5:30pm DR Dinner
and Dance Lessons

Thursday
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