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Symbols of Love
Isn’t it amazing the Valentine’s symbols that have flooded
Statesboro in the past month. No later than December 26th, I
noticed an aisle at Walmart was already filled with heart shaped
boxes of candies, greeting cards and a miscellaneous
assortment of inflatables – all symbols of love! It is just smart
business to get in on this before the opportunity is lost. We are
the one’s who do the buying of course and for good reason.
We want to make sure our loved ones really know that they are
loved. Nothing says love quite like a 10 lb. box of Whitman
Samplers. That ought to last till Easter – the next big chocolate
event – don’t you think?!
Speaking of which some of you may have already
realized that April Fool’s Day falls on Easter Sunday this year.
It is odd to say the least …especially when combined with the
fact that Valentine’s Day falls on Ash Wednesday. If you are
thinking that you don’t remember Valentine’s Day ever falling
on Ash Wednesday it may well be because this strange
calendar alignment hasn’t happened since 1945.
Ash Wednesday is our entry point to the solemnity of Lent.
It offers an opportunity for us to engage honestly with our sin
as well as our mortality. Worship on this day offers a symbol
upon the forehead in the form of a smudge of ashes in the
shape of a cross – truly the greatest symbol of love we know!
Cupid beware! All other symbols will pale in comparison to this
one on February 14th this year. It is always weighty to receive
the ashes and to hear the words, “From dust you have come,
to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the gospel.”
Con’t…

Church Events
• Feb 4th- Can Do Spirit
Canned Food Drive
• Feb 4th – Student Ministry
Super Bowl Corn Hole
Tournament
• Feb 10th – Connecting
Neighbors Event
• Feb 11th – Scout Sunday
• Feb 11th – Starting Point
• Feb 13th—Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper 6pm
• Feb 14th—Ash Wednesday
Service 6pm Sanctuary
• Feb 21st – No Small
Groups-Winter Break
• Feb 24th—The Chocolate
Run-Benefit Open Hearts

Continued from first page…
But I want you to know that it is also sobering to offer
these words. To place a dusty thumbprint on the
forehead of children – those who are beginning life,
…or on the elderly – those for whom death is drawing
near, …or on the forehead of one grieving the recent
loss of a loved one, …and goodness to smudge the
brow of my own family inevitably brings me to the point
of tears. What draws us back to this liturgy every year?
I think it is the shear unadorned honesty of this symbol
of God’s love. I repeat, all other symbols of love pale in
comparison. We desire that it would shape life for us.
Jan Richardson is a United Methodist
minister/author/artist/poet.
I share a profound
reflection she wrote for Ash Wednesday…
A Blessing for Ash Wednesday
All those days you felt like dust,
like dirt, as if all you had to do
was turn your face toward the wind
and be scattered to the four corners
or swept away by the smallest breath
as insubstantial—
Did you not know what the Holy One
can do with dust?
This is the day we freely say we are scorched.
This is the hour we are marked
by what has made it through the burning.
This is the moment we ask for the blessing
that lives within the ancient ashes,
that makes its home inside the soil of
this sacred earth.
So let us be marked not for sorrow.
And let us be marked not for shame.
Let us be marked not for false humility
or for thinking we are less than we are
but for claiming what God can do
within the dust, within the dirt,
within the stuff of which the world is made,
and the stars that blaze in our bones,
and the galaxies that spiral inside
the smudge we bear.
Which symbol of love do you want to mark life
for you on February 14th? Let me remind you that
we will celebrate Ash Wednesday – as much as we
are able – that evening at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary at
Pittman Park. Let us gather to see “what the Holy
One can do with dust.”
Blessings,

Bill

Memory Verse for February:
Do to others as you want
them to do to you.
Luke 6:31 NIrV

The Chocolate Run
Open Hearts Community Mission (OHCM) is a
faith based ministry dedicated to serving the
homeless by reaching out and extending God's
love. They aim to promote self-sufficiency by
improving physical, mental, emotional,
financial needs and addressing social, moral
and educational conditions.
Founded by the Leadership Bulloch Class of
2013, the Chocolate Run has raised over
$150,000 for OHCM in the past 5 years. As a
result of this event and other generous
donations, the construction of the mission
opened in 2017. All proceeds raised for the 6th
Annual Chocolate Run will continue to benefit
this great need in our community.
Enjoy the sweet 5K/10K Run through the
beautiful Georgia Southern University Campus
in Statesboro, Georgia. As a reward for your
participation in the race to raise money and
awareness for the Open Hearts Community
Mission, they will indulge you with some sweet
treats and a race t-shirt.
Pittman Park continues to be a Sponsor of this
race and asks people to join it’s Run/Walk
team. If you would like to sign up for this race
on Saturday morning, February 24, 2018 please
call Wendy at the church office. (912) 681-3213.
Or
visit
the
Race
website:
http://www.thesweetestrace.com/

Park STUDENTS

February 4th will be our Super Bowl Tailgate
Party. We will be collecting cans for our Can
Do Ministry. We are doing a "bring your age
in cans" drive. So, for example, if your
students is 12 then they should bring at least
12 cans. We will also be having our Annual
Cornhole Tournament. We will need
Cornhole sets so we can have as many games
going on as possible. We will also need
parent volunteers to make sure that the
tournament is running smoothly.

Our Fat Tuesday Pancake Breakfast Dinner
will be February 13 at 6:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. We will need help this year
because Jared has class that evening. Please
see Jared to help with this event.

Park KIDS
THEME à Rewind: Kindness deserves a replay
LIFE APP à Kindness: Showing others they are
valuable by how you treat them.
MEMORY VERSE à “Do to others as you want them
to do to you.” Luke 6:31, NIrV

Back when we had to go video stores to rent
movies on VHS tapes, each tape would have a
sticker on it that said something like “Please be
kind and rewind.” Of course, in today’s society,
rewinding isn’t really about VHS tapes, but kids
rewind all the time. If they see or hear something –
a movie, show on Netflix, YouTube video, song
tracks – they will watch it over and over again. Just
like rewinding a VHS tape after watching it,
kindness can be shown in simple ways to the
people in our lives.
Jesus showed kindness in the way He lived and
interacted with the people around him. But as we
read in the Gospels, we also see that Jesus didn’t
only model kindness, he commanded it. By treating
others the way we want to be treated, we live our
lives the way Jesus taught us to live.
This month, let’s take the opportunity to give the
phrase “Please be kind and rewind” a try!

Upcoming Events at PPUMC
SOUP-er Bowl Sunday
On Sunday, Feb 4. Bring some canned goods
to Pittman Park. We hope to pack out the Can
Do Spirit Food Pantry and help those in need
in Statesboro and Bulloch County.

ZUMBA-Sundays

at

3:30pm

at

PPUMC

Join us each Sunday as Kim Bland, Certified Zumba
instructor, leads us in a fun dancing exercise. You don’t
have to dance just come ready to have a fun time and
exercise while doing it. Childcare Available.

Prayer Vigil During Lent-Seeking God
Seeking God for the City of Statesboro 2018 is
a 24 hour prayer movement for the 40 days of
lent. Multiple Churches and Campus Ministries
are coming together to pray during this Vigil.
Pittman Park’s assigned dates are March 15-16,
2018, however anyone can sign up for multiple
times. The prayer vigil will be in Pittman Park’s
Chapel. Please sign up online at the following
link:
https://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/c68141

Connecting Neighbors Training
Connecting Neighbors is a one-day training hosted by
The Office of Connectional Ministries designed to
equip and empower individuals and local churches to
be a presence in their community (and beyond) in the
event of a natural or man-made catastrophic event.
The training will begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude by
3:00 p.m. Cost is $10 and includes materials and lunch.
We hope you will join us as we continue to build our
capacity to respond as the church body and minister to
our neighbors in disasters. For more information and
to register, visit www.sgaumc.org/connectingneighbors

Prayer Concerns
Please lift up the prayer concerns of our
Church family. If you would like a name
added or removed please call the church
office at (912) 681-3213.

Capital Campaign Numbers
December 31, 2017
142 People Pledged

$1,032,809

Number of Pledges Paid in Full
Amount Paid in Full

40
$308,250

Number of Non-Pledge Units Contributing

26

Non-Pledged Amount Received

$24,095

18 Units Paid over Pledge Amount

$48,257

Pledged Amount Given

$620,290

Total Received to Date
59.2% of total pledged

$692,651

Our Church Family:
Jane Hill, Vicky Simmons, David
Thompson, Linda Thompson, Bert Warren,
George Sterling, Roy Woodard, Marilyn
Hale, Katherine Bird
Other Friends and Family:
Beverly Lucas, Logan Beacham, Cora
Speight, Irene Hamer, Glenda Hewitt, Lois
McCombs,
Jean
Edenfield,
Delma
Santamaria, Hubert Clark, Ember Schoch,
Larry Bishop, Sandra Chandler, Forrest Ann
Anderson, Dot Williams, Mandy Holsinger,
Ginger Palmer, Roy Purvis, Sharon Rollins,
Bill Hodges, Debbie Keenan, Ora Wing

Total Amount Spent from Capital Campaign
$191,546
Which includes the Loan Payoff off
$144,578
Amount Available

$501,105

In a recent meeting, the PPUMC Board of
Trustees estimated that we will need
approximately $600,000 for our roofing
project. This puts us at close to $100,000
of being able to bring in the scaffolding
and start the work. Let’s work together to
make this happen as soon as possible!

Our Fat Tuesday Pancake Breakfast Dinner
will be February 13 at 6:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. We will need help this year
because Jared has class that evening. There
will be a sign up sheet this Sunday at
RE|ALIGN during our Night for Families.
If you are interested in learning more
about Pittman Park, need information
about joining Pittman Park or know of
someone who is please join us on Sunday,
February 11, 2018 following our 11am
morning worship services. We will have a
light snack lunch and conversations with
Pastors Bill Bagwell and Stephanie Smith.

Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 6pm
Our Student Ministry will provide a Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 13, 2018. This will take
the place of our Wednesday Night Supper, since Wednesday is our Ash Wednesday Service.
Please let us know of your attendance by calling the Church Office or making note on your
Connection Card during worship. Join us for a fun night and support our Student Ministry.
Shrove Tuesday (also known as Pancake Tuesday or Pancake day) is the day in February or
March immediately preceding Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent), which is celebrated in some
countries by consuming pancakes. In others, especially those where it is called Mardi Gras or
some translation thereof, this is a carnival day, and also the last day of "fat eating" or "gorging"
before the fasting period of Lent.

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 6pm in the Sanctuary
Service of Ashes
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is a time
when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting,
repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline.
Worship on Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness
before God and our human mortality. During the service, the minister will lightly
rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto the foreheads of worshipers stating,
“From dust you have come, to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the
gospel.” This is a contemplative and confessional moment in which we embrace
once again the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the eternal answer to
our moral and physical frailty.
Some of you may have wondered where we get the ashes. At Pittman Park,
we follow the ancient tradition of saving the palm branches from the previous
year’s Palm Sunday service. These branches are burned to produce the ashes for
this special service of worship.
We welcome you to begin Lent by attending worship at 6 p.m. in our
sanctuary on Ash Wednesday.

3:30pm ZUMBA
5-7pm Student Ministry
7:15pm Handbell Practice

25

Bulloch Co. Schools
Winter Break
3:30pm ZUMBA
5pm-7pm Student Ministry
7:15pm Handbell Practice

18

Scout Sunday
12pm Starting Point
3:30pm ZUMBA
5-7pm Student Ministry
7:15pm Handbell Practice

11

Canned Food Drive
3:30pm ZUMBA
4pm Super Bowl/Corn
hole Tournament
7:15pm Handbell Practice

4

28

5pm Mission’s Meeting
3:30pm ZUMBA
5pm Park STUDENTS
Parent’s Night
7:15pm Handbell Practice

Sunday

12

5

29

11am Historical
Society
12pm Men’s
Devotional
6pm Jaywalkers
6pm Girl Scouts
6pm Young Life

10am Staff Mtg
12pm Men’s
Devotional
6pm Jaywalkers

26

Presidents’ Day 19

12pm Men’s
Devotional
6pm Jaywalkers
6pm Girl Scouts

10am Staff Meeting
12pm Men’s
Devotional
6pm Jaywalkers
6pm Girl Scouts

12pm Men’s
Devotional
6pm Jaywalkers
6pm Girl Scouts

Monday
30

8am Woody Powell Group
9am XYZ Work Day
6:30pm Boy Scouts
8pm CRU

27

8am Woody Powell Group
9am XYZ Work Day
10am Sewing for Missions
11:30am Susannah Wesley
8pm CRU

20

8am Woody Powell Group
9am XYZ Work Day
10am New Morning UMW
Circle
6pm Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner
6:30pm Boy Scouts
8pm CRU

13

8am Woody Powell Group
9am XYZ Work Day
10am Sewing for Missions
6:30pm Boy Scouts
8pm CRU

6

8am Woody Powell Group
9am XYZ Work Day
6:30pm Boy Scouts
8pm CRU

Tuesday
31

14

5:15pm Communion
5:30pm Supper
6:30pm Small Groups and
Choir

6:30pm Choir Practice

Winter Break

5:15pm Communion
5:30pm Supper
NO SMALL GROUPS

28

21

(No Supper &Small Groups)

6pm Ash Wednesday Service
in the Sanctuary

Valentine’s Day

5:15pm Communion
5:30pm Supper
6:30pm Small Groups & Choir

7

5:15pm Communion
5:30pm Supper
6:30pm Small Groups & Choir
8:00pm Wesley

Wednesday

6:30pm Perspectives on
Missions
7:30pm Praise Band
Practice

6:30pm Perspectives on
Missions
7:30pm Praise Band
Practice

10am Amazing Grace
6:30pm Perspectives on
Missions
7:30pm Praise Band
Practice

6:30pm Perspectives on
Missions
7:30pm Praise Band
Practice

6:30pm Perspectives on
Missions
7:30pm Praise Band
Practice

Thursday

1

22

15

8

1

5:30pm Jaywalkers

5:30pm Jaywalkers

5:30pm Jaywalkers

5:30pm Jaywalkers

5:30pm Jaywalkers

Friday

2

23

16

9

2

10am Primary Purpose

3

24

17

10am Primary Purpose
6pm Cub Scout Banquet
The Chocolate Run

10am Primary Purpose

3

10
10am Primary Purpose
9:30am AKA
9am-3pm
Connecting Neighbors

10am Primary Purpose

Saturday

February 2018
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Partnering with Christian Social Ministries
The Can Do Food Pantry at Pittman Park provides food to needy families through
a local organization called Christian Social Ministries (CSM). They distribute our
parcels at their facility on East Parrish Street every Monday afternoon. CSM also
receives food from the annual TMT Farms Christmas lights drive and through
their own purchases from Second Harvest in Savannah. Before a client receives
food, they meet with a counselor who talks to them about Christ and offers
prayer for the recipient. CSM is funded through the Ogeechee River Baptist
Association as well as proceeds earned through their thrift store on Fair Road.
Their activity in Statesboro also includes utility assistance and disaster relief. To
help pack parcels of food for this important ministry, contact Megan Hopkins
at 912-536-7920.
Pittman Park UMC
1102 Fair Road
Statesboro, GA 30458
(912) 681-3213

pittmanpark.org

ppumc@nctv.com

