
The Blessings of School 
        Here we are once again at the beginning of the school year.  For me there is 

always some nostalgia with the end of summer and the start-up of classes.  Memories 

from my childhood, as well as memories about our daughters’ childhoods stir within 

me.  As summer came to an end it was always missed – however, without fail there 

was something very special about fitting life once again into the structure of school.  

Two of our daughters are now elementary school teachers.  There must have been 

something about the pattern of the school year which in some way contributed to 

their choosing this as a vocation.  The school calendar has now literally become their 

pattern for life.  I smiled yesterday when Rachel shared that one her Kindergarten 

students told her she was so excited about the beginning of school she could hardly 

sleep.  What a way to begin the year!  I wonder what kind of vocational path is being 

birthed within that child?! 

Church Events 

 Aug 11th - Church Picnic 

 Aug 11th - Re|Align resumes 

 Aug 14th – Wednesday Night 

  Activities resume 

 Aug 25th - Splash In The Boro 

 Aug 27th – Rebecca’s Café 

At Pittman Park 
The Happenings 
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       In Statesboro, teachers are now in place and the students are gathering back as well. Even if you do not have a student or teacher in 

your family, I suspect you are aware of this.  There is a subtle shift in the flow of life.  It is a beautiful thing!  Those big orange school 

buses are tracing their way once again along the streets and avenues, the school supply aisles at Walmart are filled with a sense of 

urgency and if you are near a school you realize there is much activity – not to mention that the parking lots are full.  Daily on our 

church campus, we are fortunate to see children fill the hallways of Pittman Park Education Center (PPEC).  Shelly Murphree, who 

serves as the director of PPEC, has great organizational skills and offers wonderful guidance to a large staff of teachers and assistants.  

What is most amazing is that you can see on the faces of the entire PPEC staff that they enjoy their work.  They are lovingly invested in 

the lives of these little ones who are given to their care. Thank you, Shelly …and all those who work with you!! 

 

       I have come to believe that education is the community striving toward some of its best work.  It is a collaborative effort of course:  

…administrators guiding and supporting teachers …teachers guiding and supporting students …students (at their best) inspiring and 

encouraging teachers …and teachers (at their best) inspiring and encouraging administrators.  There are many other layers of staff and 

volunteers who make our schools effective places for education. The list is too long to name everyone, but can you imagine what school 

would be like without a kitchen staff to prepare not only lunch but breakfast as well, …or media specialists who keeps up with the latest 

library and a/v technology, …or janitors and custodians who keep the buildings clean,  …or counselors who provide a listening ear and 

a wise word for those who are struggling, …or para-pros who will do whatever is necessary to make something right, …or secretaries 

who have the impossible job of keeping up with everyone and everything.  And the list goes on!  Right now my heart is filled with such 

gratitude for all those who directly and indirectly contribute their efforts.  Our prayers are with you all in the start-up of another year.  
You make school a blessing to all of us in this community!     Grace and Peace,     Bill 



Help us pack bags on 

Wednesdays from 4pm—4:30pm 

The school year is upon us as of August 1st, and Backpack Buddies will be 

starting back up in full swing on August 8th!  We will meet to pack the bags 

on Wednesdays from 4pm—4:30pm starting August 8th in the Fellowship 

Hall by the Coffee Station.  That means a need for packers, shoppers and 

deliveries.  Laurie Cigal is the lead contact for this ministry this year.  Her 

contact info is 912-515-5812.  You can either call or text her your availability, 

or sign up in the office with Wendy Doty.  If you are new to BPB, it is fun and 

easy and so necessary for our students in need at Langston Chapel Elementary 

School.  Last year we served 68 families! 

I would like to thank my 

church family for making my 

100th birthday a great one. 

 

It was so nice getting to visit 

with all that attended the 

reception, reading the cards 

that were sent to me, and 

talking with well-wishers at 

church. 

 

In Christian Love, 

Charlie Williams and family 

Our Wednesday night meals will start up again on the evening of August 14th.  

Last year was a great success with our new format that we call “Open Table”.  It 

is based on two basic principles.  First, the meals are provided by volunteer    

kitchen teams who lovingly cook, serve and clean-up.  Joy is a part of the job   

description! If you observe, you will see how much fun the teams have working 

together.  If you are interested in being on one of the teams, call the church office 

…or just walk into the kitchen on a Wednesday night and ask for a job.  The more 

the merrier!  Second, there is no charge for the meals.  When you enter the       

fellowship hall there is no collection table – not even a basket for donations.  Of 

course, the way this is possible is through your generosity.  Our standard charge 

for a Wednesday meal used to be $7 per person ($4 child/$25 family maximum).  

Do a little math to figure out what your contributions might be if you were paying 

the old price.  Checks can be made to Pittman Park and marked for “Open Table”.  

In addition, some of you may wish to give online and mark your contribution for 

“Open Table”.  Some of you may wish to increase your contribution to include 

the “guests” whom God will surely send our way.  Remember make your         

contributions on Sunday or some other day of the week …but not on Wednesday 

evening.  We look forward to seeing you at Open Table!  No reservations        

necessary! 

Wednesday Night 

Activities  

Resume  

August 14th 

 

 5:15pm  Communion 

        Parlor 

 

 5:30pm  Open Table 

        Fellowship Hall 

 

 6:30pm  Small Groups 

        Main Street 

 

 6:30pm  Confirmation 

       Conference Room II 

 

 6:30pm  Chancel Choir 

        Choir Room 

Rebecca’s Café 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019.  

We prepare food beginning at 

10am Serve the meal from 

11:45 – 1pm and Clean    

Kitchen from 12:50pm -2pm.  

All are invited to join us, the 

only requirement is Closed 

Toe Shoes and a Hat or Hair 

Net. 



August 

Upcoming for Park Kids 

August 11th 
 

Promotion Sunday. 

Be ready for this shift. 
 

 

We are going to present our 4th graders, 

Bibles.  If you have a 4th grader  let us 

know by, calling, texting, email, or tell 

us in the hallways! 

 

Finance Report 
Contributions Received through June 2019 

 

Contributions Received through 6/30/2019 

    $360,501.57 

 

2019 Operating Budget 

 

Budget:    $715,000 

Budget to Date:  $357,499 

Giving to Date:   $360,501 

Spent to Date:    $338,889 

Park STUDENTS 

Sunday, August 11th  will start our new series of RHYTHM 

at 5:00pm  Raymond Frank will lead Park STUDENTS and 

there will be a lot fun, food and fellowship.  Please join us! 

Calling ALL 6th graders!!  Our Confirmation Small Group 

will begin on Wednesday, August 14th from 6:30 - 7:30pm.  

We will meet following the Wednesday Night Supper (Open 

Table) and spend time studying the Bible and talking about 

our Methodist Heritage and Beliefs.  This will be a fun time 

for all. PARENTS: Please call or email the church office to 

sign your Student up!  

August 14th  
 

Small groups for Park KIDS and Park STUDENTS will begin right after OPEN TABLE at 6:30pm. 

We are looking forward to a new semester. 



Announcements 

Sunday School  

Join the Re:Discover Sunday School class as we review major world religions in 
light of Christianity. The book study begins Sunday, August 18th at 10 a.m. in 
the classroom with the yellow door in the PPEC Hallway. 

Update: 

The Northeast District of the South Georgia conference is taking over 

Splash in the 'Boro to kick off the school year. Join us on Sunday, 

August 25, 2019 from 6:30-8:30PM. Spend time with your church 

community and connect with those in the greater United Methodist 

community. Admission is free to UMC families and friends. This 

event is sponsored by the Northeast SGAUMC District, Statesboro 

Clergy Cluster, and local Methodist Churches. Most of the park will 

be available to our group including the Concession stands where food 

and drinks can be purchased. Included attractions: Lazy River, Slide 

Trio, Play Pool, Leisure Pool, Spray Pad, Wave Pool, Flow Rider, 

Mat Racer  




