
 

A letter from Claudette…. 

Words cannot begin to express how touched I am by the many ways my church family has helped me to 

celebrate my retirement.  I am still overwhelmed by your tremendous outpouring of love and generosity!  

I will attempt to recall everyone who made Sunday, January 12 such a memorable and special occasion for 

me. 

I want to thank Ron and RuthAnn Yahne; Jay, Lori and Rosemary Yahne; Susan Wagner; and Pam Ford for 

the beautiful brunch you provided after church.  I heard from so many how beautiful the Fellowship Hall 

was with the lavender linens, the flowers, and “our very best china”!  I know it was a challenge for you to 

get everything ready since our Family Promise Families were leaving that morning.  The food was out-

standing as always!  I know you didn’t know at the time, but many years ago the Children’s Council with 

the help of our children and youth would serve  breakfast burritos at our Teacher Appreciation Breakfasts.  

What a coincidence!!  I especially loved being able to share in a meal and visit with so many of you.  

THANK YOU!! 

To all the children, youth and adults whose artistic creations adorn the beautiful quilt – THANK YOU!!  It is 

a masterpiece that I will treasure forever!!  I am filled with gratitude for Andrea Nelson, Lara Bartol, Susan 

Wagner and Rebecca Mabile, all from the Children’s Council who worked to get the artwork from every-

one.  A special thank-you to Linda Binkley for putting all the pieces together (despite my occasional unex-

pected interruptions!) and to MaryAnn Hufteling who sewed a special design for the quilting.  I am still 

baffled at how this was all done in secret.  I thought I had the reputation of knowing everything that was 

going on in the church!!     

I was so surprised to receive not one, not two, but THREE large scrapbooks filled with pictures from my 

years working at CUMC along with beautiful letters and notes from so many of you.  The scrapbooks are 

overflowing with so many memories – they truly tell the story of our church!  I was told that Andrea Nel-

son went through many files on the computer to find the pictures as well as receiving many from all of 

you.  My longtime friend Claudia Hoover and Andrea spent many hours putting all the pages of the scrap-

book together and adding their special touches with stickers, etc.  To Andrea and Claudia, and to all who 

wrote letters and notes, THANK YOU!!  I know I will enjoy looking through them for many years to come. 

I am grateful for the monetary gift that Gail Brown presented and I am still overwhelmed at your generos-

ity!  And yes, Bill and I are already planning a trip!!  To all of you, THANK YOU!! 

When Rev. Doug Slaughter first discussed with me the possibility of taking on the job of Director of Spir-

itual Growth, I was hesitant.  After all, I had a degree in Music Education and NOT Christian Education!  

But I kept hearing that small voice inside of me telling me to take this job.  And then there was Doug, 

whose voice was not so small!!!  But from my years of Bible Study I knew deep inside that God would walk 

with me in this new direction.  God has always been with me to guide me along the way.  He heard my 

prayers and blessed me with so many talented and gifted individuals that volunteered their time to the 

ministries I was in charge of.  THANK YOU TO ALL MY VOLUNTEERS, and THANK YOU, GOD!!!   



I am indebted to the pastors and many staff I have had the opportunity to work with through the years.  I 

have learned so much from all of them, and they were always there for me with a listening ear and to offer 

advice.  I am grateful for Pastor Steve who has guided me through these last few emotional months and will 

be there as I work through this transition.   THANK YOU TO STAFF AND MY PASTORS!!   

Last, but not least, I want to say THANK YOU TO MY FAMILY!  Without their undying love and support, I 

would not have lasted very long in this job.  I am so fortunate to have such a wonderful husband and three 

fantastic sons and their families.   

I never envisioned that I would still be on the church staff some 24+ years later.  It has been an honor and a 

privilege to be involved in so many lives and I give thanks to God everyday for the many blessings that I have 

received.  I treasure in my heart the sacred times of birth and death as well as the ups and downs of life in 

between that I have shared with so many of you.  Watching you Grow in Christ, Love Like Christ and Serve 

with Christ has brought me so much joy!   

I am still not sure what “retirement” means.  I will continue to be on the staff as the Director of the Bell 

Choirs, which all of you know I am passionate about!  And Bill and I will continue to be in church every Sun-

day that we are in town.  I hope to continue to be involved in the lives of our children and youth when I can 

as a VOLUNTEER!!  Bill and I are excited about having more time to work on our “bucket lists” and spend 

more time together.  I am excited to see how God leads me in this next journey! 

Again, THANK YOU for all the memories and blessings!  I am eternally grateful for my church family! 

        Love, 

        Claudette 


