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ALL-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING
March 14th – 6:15 p.m. - Sanctuary

Calling #1,#2

We continue in the season of Lent. People we know and love, our community and nation, and
our broken and hurting world all need prayer. Let’s join together and pray to our Lord!

newsletter

“The place you give Jesus Christ in your life determines the place you give prayer.”(Ruth Paxon)

PRAYER PAGE ALERT!!

Calling #2

If you want your friends and loved ones on the “Long Term Prayer List please contact Beth in
the office (668-0400).

Turlock Gospel Mission
”Feed the Homeless”

Calling # 3

3rd Wednesday EVERY MONTH

Can you help provide a meal for the homeless? We need someone to volunteer for the
March meal, and beyond! Just gather a few friends, put together a simple menu, and cook
the food! Contact Annette Diliberto 209-968-0696 to sign up for a meal. Thanks Hilmar
Covenant!

“CHILI AND CORNBREAD LUNCH””
Fundraiser for our Congo Clinic - March 11th – after worship

HCC CALENDAR

Calling #3

Help raise the $5000 we need to support our Paul Carlson clinic in this, Year 4, of our five
year commitment. Come and enjoy great food, fun, and fellowship – and learn about the
upcoming “World Vision Global 6K” event coming in May that will help bring water to the
communities where “Covenant Kids Congo” is already present and at work. Got a great chili
recipe? Make a pot! Contact MaryAnn Inderbitzen (648-9829).

Friendship Ministry Team

MONDAY

Sundays

Calling #1

Eleven people are on this visitation ministry team. If you would like a visit, or know of
someone who would appreciate personal contact from our church, please call Pastor Dan
(668-0400) so we can serve you better! Also, if someone would like the Sacrament of
Communion, tell Dan so he can share it with them.

HILMAR HELPING HANDS

Calling #2, #3

Hilmar Helping Hands had a wonderful year of ministry. We have Postma’s, Deanna and Ray
Raya, Betty Boehme, Vicki Humble and family, Kathy Nyman, Sharon Clauss and many
others from Hilmar Covenant serving on a weekly or monthly basis to provide food to the
community. Patti Little and Vicki Humble are instrumental in the week to week operations.
Last week we had our meeting and found out our numbers for the year. There were 2,506
boxes given out and over 6,172 people served through the pantry. Hilmar Covenant has
always been a great support of HHH so I thought you would like to have an update on what
was happening.
Sincerely, Karen Tate

MISSION TRIP 2018: LYON, FRANCE
August 24-September 3 – $900 + Airfare
Calling #3

Here is the itinerary for our week in Lyon, France. Sign up SOON with Dan (need 7 people).
“Nine days in Lyon with a focus on our ministry. English teaching and conversation is the best way to
interact with refugees and asylum seekers (and French as well). Through the English class we will organize
picnics in the park, games and other activities. If John Kerl is here, we can do a day on Protestantism in
France with a guided tour of Lyon. There will be opportunities for a few women to go out with Adrienne to
prayer walk in areas where they meet women who are in prostitution. Worshipping in our local French
church and visiting the International church or Anglican church for English worship.
• Ministry preparation each morning 9:30 a.m.-Noon
• English classes 2:00-5:00 p.m.
• Evenings to see the city, eat out, attend free concerts, connect with refugees at events, etc.

8:30 am

Confirmation

8:30 am

Ladies’
Bible Study

9:00 am

Waterson’s
Bible Study

10:00 am Worship/KidSpace
6:30 pm

HCHS Youth

7:00 pm

Waterson’s (home)
Bible Study

8:30 pm

Iglesia Basketball

8:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

AEROBICS
Waterson’s Volleyball
Men’s Basketball
Joell’s Footsteps

WEDNESDAY
8:00 am
8:30 am
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:15 pm

TUESDAY
6:00 am

Men’s Community Bible
Study @ Hot Rod’s
9:45 am Staff Meeting
10:00 am Power Play
5:15 pm Handbell Practice
7:30 pm Iglesia Basketball

THURSDAY

FIKA
9:00 am. English Class
AEROBICS
5:15 pm Men’s Basketball
Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm Waterson’s Volleyball
Middle School Youth Group
Choir Practice
OFFICE HOURS:
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 5

FRIDAY

Special Events:

8:30 am AEROBICS
9:00 am English Classes
8:00 pm Iglesia Basketball

Mar 6-8, 13-15, 20-22 Hilmar Cheese Event
Mar 17 Youth - Stockton Heat
Girl Scout Cookie Drive -Thru
Mar 18 Chili/Cornbread
Congo Clinic Fundraiser
Mar 25 Baptist Sunday
Mar 29 Youth - Spring Break Shake

SENIOR BROWN BAG
2nd & 4th Tuesday

Check us out on
Social Media
Facebook: Hilmar Covenant Church
@ Hilmar Covenant

Instagram: hilmar_cov

Mar 30 Good Friday Service

Website: hilmarcovenant.org

Apr 1

Youtube: Hilmar Covenant Church

Easter Sunday

USDA - 4th Tuesday
ALL CHURCH PRAYER
6:15pm - 2nd Wednesday
STEWARDSHIP MEETING
6am - 3rd Wednesday
TILT - 3rd Wednesday
COUNCIL MEETING
6:30 pm - 2nd Thursday
HCCC BOARD MEETING
6 pm - 3rd Thursday

Status : Unity In Our Life Together
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23 Allyson Montague
Bob Hirsch
24 Michele Livak
Della Lundell
Julie Nylund
25 Gary Hamaguchi
27 Don Burrows
28 Kayley Souza
Ken Lea
30 Kimberly Jorritsma
Bill Brummel
Mark Dulle
31 Cindy Wickstrom

10 Sam & Lynn Pierce
15 Chris & Debbie Seward
16 Woody & Ellie Jorritsma
18 Dale & Marta Wickstrom
31 Ted & Karen Stevens

Sometimes we lose sight of that. Sometimes it is easier to focus on our differences. In fact, we are
conditioned to do this. Our culture divides us up into smaller and smaller segments whether its in a
census for demographic purposes or in order to target advertising to the most relevant segment of the
population. Society often tells us that what is prominent between us is our differences.
But that is not the case in the church. And, it is important to remember that.
Even while we, in our church, have grown up in different generations, often with different definitions of
words and ideas such as worship, bible study, and even family, we find our commonality in Christ.
While we come into the church on a Sunday morning with different preferences for music, prayer, how
we read scripture, when we give announcements – the grand fact and grace and glory of that moment
is that each and every one of us come together as brothers and sisters because in God's love he has
adopted us all into his family.
That is a significant fact.

STAFF CONTACT INFO

2
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6
9

Bruce Metcalf
Christina Sargis
Kirsten Russell
MaryAnn Inderbitzen
Monica Danbom
Ashley Vargas
Rob Mitchell
Chris Seward
Lynn Lea
Lois Hirsch
Rylen Dickey
Deanna Barnes
Jim Dickey
Kathy Ward
Andy Hildebrand

HILMAR COVENANT CHURCH

1

Jesus said that the world would know that we are his simply by our love for one another (John 13.35).
Paul writes to us that we are united completely in Christ himself: "There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call — one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all," (Ephesians 4.4-6). There is a deep
and unwavering sense through all of Scripture that God's people are united, together in Christ. This is,
beyond all things, the foundation for our life together as the church.
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And, that is why at our last Status meeting, in February, we spent time together sharing our baptism
stories. Paul wrote in the passage quoted above that there is one baptism – that in each of our
individual baptism stories we are grafted into the larger story of God with us, and us with one another.
We are united in Christ. And, our baptisms, our common experience in the sacrament, declares our
unity.
It is an important moment to remember. For us individually, in our journey of faith. For us corporately,
in our journey together.
This exploration and reminder of our unity in Christ is a significant part of why we have engaged in
these Status meetings. It is a forum to exercise this radical togetherness. It is a place for our voices
within the community of God's people to be heard. It is a place for us to listen to the experiences of
our brothers and sisters. So I want to once again extend the invitation to our March Status meeting. As
always, the fourth Sunday, March 25, at 6pm in the Family Center. Our time this month will be devoted
to expressing Glows, and Grows – celebrating what we are doing well in our life together, and working
together to identify and plan for things we can improve, and grow in. I'm excited to hear your voices,
my brothers and sisters in our Lord.
In Christ, who brings us all together in him,

Pastor Casey

PRAYER, PRAISE, AND PETITION PAGE • MAR. 2018 • Calling #2
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Phil. 4:6

“WORLD VISION GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER”
in partnership with Covenant Kids Congo
Saturday, May 19th – 8:30 a.m.
Calling #3

PRAISES: “Super Fika and Konsert” fundraiser: $4200! - New “Vision Team” – New mission trip opportunities
PRAY FOR THE STAFF AND CHURCH COUNCIL: Pray for Casey, Dan, Theo, Beth, Sarah, Ashley, Leslie
(Children’s Center!), Carolyn Ahlem, Melissa Ahlem, Mike Boehme, Carolyn Brown, Chris Collier, Megan McNeal, Ed
Montague, Pat Sparks, Dale Wickstrom (chair). Pray for Miss Lynn as she deals with side effects from treatments.
PRAY FOR OUR HILMAR COMMUNITY: For Hilmar churches, pastors, and our fellow Christians; for Hilmar
Christian Children’s Center; Hilmar Helping Hands (Vicki Humble); Merced County Rescue Mission (Pastor Bruce);
Turlock Gospel Mission (Christian Curby); new Character Coaches (Dan, Theo); Hilmar Unified School District.
PRAY FOR MISSIONS: For our missionaries: Don and Lillian Dwight; Roy and Aleta Danforth; Ken and Adrienne
Satterberg; Todd & Carrie Minturn (Christian Formation & Direction Ministries) in Fresno; Harvey (Linda) Lundquist in
Alaska; Paul and Sheryl Noren in Congo. Pray for our sister church, Iglesia Bautista-Bethel in Tijuana. Pray about the
mission trip to France in August and for our Mexico mission trip in June.
PRAY FOR OUR STATE AND NATION: : Pray for the disasters and tragedies we have been through the
past few months, most recently the school shooting in Florida. Pray for President Trump, his advisors, and the
continuing divisions over many issues that are present in our nation. Pray about the issue of sexual harassment that we
now clearly realize has been a pervasive evil throughout our nation for many years. Pray for our congressional leaders;
for an end to the partisanship and blaming. Pray for peace and racial righteousness in our nation and for the refugee
“situation” – in ALL its complexity! Pray for just and compassionate solutions to immigration reform, including the
young Americans affected by the DACA decison. This issue has deep implications for many in our Covenant churches.
Pray for the poor, who are most vulnerable.
PRAY FOR THE WORLD: Continue to pray for all those recovering from floods, hurricanes, fires, earthquakes,
and mudslides. Pray about North Korea’s threatening nuclear posture – and our president’s rhetoric. Pray about the
tragedies of the Syrian and South Sudanese civil wars and the famine hitting countries in Africa and Yemen. Pray for
the difficult refugee situation that continues in Europe. Praise God that ISIS has been seriously marginalized; pray that
Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab, and other terrorist groups will be thwarted too. Pray for the continuing tension between
Israel and Hamas in Gaza, and ongoing Jewish/Palestinian issues. Pray--and work--for justice in addressing issues like
human trafficking (“Ponics Project”/Daniel Lemke; “New Day for Children”), famine and hunger (Fred Jordan
Mission), immigration, and refugees. Pray for people who live in fear because of political, religious, and societal
persecution, especially for our Christian brothers and sisters who suffer because of their commitment to Christ. Pray for

Join with hundreds of other churches and groups across the country to raise money for water for
people in the Gemena region of Congo where Covenant Kids Congo is already present and at
work. 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) is the average distance people in developing countries walk every
day for water that is often unsafe to drink. This national race will help provide clean, available
water for thousands of Congolese. Every $50 registration fee will provide clean water for one
person through World Vision. Sign up soon! You can run or walk at your own pace – all ages
and fitness levels welcome! Every step you take is one they won’t have to.
Go to: TeamWorldVision.org/ckc6k
and click on “Register Now” to sign up
$50 for adults/$25 for youth under 18. Sign up sponsors and increase your impact – our Hilmar
goal is $50,000! Invite friends and family to race (strollers with babies welcome). More details
soon.

February Financial Update
Budget per wk:: $11,883
Avg. Offering per wk: $11,596
Budget YTD: $95,064
Offering YTD: $74,830
Ahead (Behind): (-$20,234)
Last Month’s Avg. Weekly Attendance:
152 (KS 31)

our “enemies!” (Matt. 5:44) That somehow they will meet Jesus and be transformed in their thinking, attitudes, and
behavior.
Pray for our “pen pals” in prison: Jason Lundquist, Brian Garrett.
Pray for those who are unable to worship with us: Jan Nash, Bill Ruff
There is no better way to start
your day than with God!

This month we will be celebrating Dr. Seuss, St. Patrick’s Day and most importantly
Easter! We will learn how God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to save us. We will
rejoice because Jesus is alive!!
The school-age class will be starting the Character First curriculum. Our focus this month
will be compassion; helping those who are hurting. Our commitments will be (1) Notice
when others are hurting. (2) Stop to help. (3) Take time to listen. (4) Do what I can. (5)
Be kind, regardless of differences.

Pray for our church family serving in the military at home and overseas: J.R. Dane
(Marge Pack’s grandson), Brian and Amy Johnson (Tyler Johnson’s brother and sister-in-law), Josh Rodriguez, Trevor
Stevens (Bev Strom-Wenstrands’s grandson), Shelby Walters (daughter of Bob and Laurie Walters).
Long Term Prayer Concerns. Bill Ahlem, Eliza Alves, Joe Bello, Betty Dolling (Gwen’s sister), Matteo Geraldini
(friend of the DeRooys’), Cricket Higginson (Ed Montague’s sister), Peter Hildebrand (Andy Hildebrand’s brother) Anita
Johnson (Dan Johnson’s sister-in-law), Cynthia Johnson, Anna Keevy, Lynn Lea, Anna Medak, Connie Medak, Jan Nash,
Phyllis Peterson, Cindy Postma, Melanie Shackelford, Tara Wells (Tom & Teresa Wells’ daughter)
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE (668-0400) IF YOU WANT YOUR LONG TERM PRAYER REQUEST TO CONTINUE IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. Also, please

Thank You!!!
Board games galore!! We recently purchased some board
games for our school-age class and the kids are loving
them!! If you have any gently used games that you no longer
play, we can definitely put them to use. Not only are we
having fun, but we are learning to work together and build
relationships.
March 2 - Dr. Seuss Birthday — March 16 - St. Patrick’s Day Party — March 30 - Easter Party

On behalf of the “Super Fika/
Konsert” Committee-to all who
helped with and all who came in
suppor t of Frontier Ranc h Cam perships.
TOGETHER, we created and enjoyed an
afternoon coffee break, concert and met our
goal, you raised $4,165.00.
THANK YOU, Marsha B., Chris C., Marilyn F.,
Dan J., Ellie J., and Beth W., and their helpers,
who agreed to serve on the Committee. You did a
Stellar Job!
THANK YOU, Gwen S., Norma A. , Fern-Marv
W., Bob-Lois H. and Marilyn Ahlem D., for your
prayer support. You provided a firm foundation.

SUNDAY MORNINGS 10:00 AM

If you are wanting to make a donation, contact
Beth in the office. Thank you
For our “Kids,”
Mary W.

Dear Friends,
What a wonderful show of love and gift of
blessing the Hilmar Church fellowship has
been the whole Hirsch family. We want to
thank especially Pastor Casey and Pastor
Dan for their part in Lois’ memorial
service, the wonderful lunch and dessert
provided after the service by women
friends from church. Your love, and care
for our family in the days in losing mom
was a blessing and testimony of our
church family being there for us. Thank
you also for all your prayers, words and
cards.
God Bless our Church family, thank you
Bob Hirsch and family

Grows and Glows
Status Meeting 4

Calling 4

Sunday Mornings This Spring!
As the Spring months are upon us and Winter is giving its last fighting kicks -- the month of
March will be busy! Our kids will have a busy season learning about Jesus – and having fun!
Nursery-4 year olds –
“Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the King of Israel!” John 12:13

March 25, 2018
6pm
Family Center

Easter is just around the corner and the littlest kiddos will be learning about the King of Israel,
Jesus! They will learn that Jesus is not only the Son of God, but that He is also the King of,
well, everything! Since they are Children of God, that makes them royalty as well! The best
part though, is that not only are our kiddos included in this amazing deal, but we as adults, are
as well! We are children of God making us royalty as well! We are princes and princess in
God’s eyes and we should see ourselves in the same light.
________________________________________________________________

Kindergarten-5th grade – Jump Ball – Finding Peace in the Madness
Our gathering this month will focus on you, and your experience of the ministry of our church.
What do you find exciting about Hilmar Covenant at this stage in our life together. What would you
like to see happen? What stands out to you as brilliant? What do you see that needs work? That will
be the direction for our time together.
As you prepare for this time together, think about the following questions:
How are we as a family of God's people living into God's identity for us, and calling to us, in
excellence? What are we doing well?
What are the aspects of our ministries that are in need of growth?
How can we maintain excellence where we've achieved it? How can we take these things to
another level?
What are some ideas that you have for achieving the growth that you see we need?

“So let us do all we can to live in peace. And let us work hard to build up one another.”
Romans 14:19 NIrV

This month the kids will be learning about PEACE.
PEACE is proving you care more about each other than winning an argument.
When Adam and Eve decided that their way was better than God’s way and broke God’s
rule, they changed the relationship between God and His creation. Where once everything
and everyone could be in the presence of God, now we were at odds with God. God could
have done anything He wanted, including wiping us out and starting over. But instead God
decided to make peace with us. Ultimately God did this through His Son, Jesus.
When Jesus died and then rose from the dead, He paid the price for everything that was
wrong and unfair in this world. Because of Jesus, we can have peace.We don’t have to get
even. Instead, we can reflect the character of Christ by caring for others and making peace.

February, 2018 Council News
This past month’s meeting was held during Council’s annual retreat at the comfy Honore cabin
outside of Santa Cruz on February 2nd and 3rd. Unlike last year’s storm, this year’s weather
was perfect! Most church staff and council members were in attendance and participated in
group discussions on prayer, goals for our church in 2018 and ways the church can reach to
people in the Hilmar area. As is the custom for Friday night at the retreat, Casey proposed we
watch a movie, and he asked for our preferences from a list he had compiled. I groaned and
complained when it was suggested that we watch” Stranger than Fiction” starring Will Ferrell.
I don’t appreciate Will Ferrell as an actor or a comedian - to me, he is just goofy in an unfunny
way. However, I am always amazed how God surprises me when I see His story in places I
would never expect. There were many instances in that movie where God’s story was evident.
In the end, I had to admit that there is at least one Will Ferrell movie I enjoyed watching.
Finally, Super Fika was a grand event! Thanks to all of the volunteers who worked so hard to
make it a success. I have heard from a number of people who attended, and who are not
affiliated with HCC, that they enjoyed it immensely!

Chris Collier, Council Member

FACEBOOK & WEEKLY EMAILS
Do you follow the youth group page on Facebook?
If not, head over to
www.facebook.com/hilmarcovyouth/
and “like” it today!
And to sign up for our weekly email announcements
& updates,
go to http://eepurl.com/c_Moq1 and fill out the brief

Calling #4

WINTER RETREATS
HCYM had two winter retreats in February: first, the High School group earlier in the month
and then the Middle School group at the end of the month. On each retreat, the students from
Hilmar Covenant were incredible! Great behavior, getting to know students from other
churches, and fully engaged in worship and with the speaker. What a great reflection of the
great job parents are doing raising these students!
HIGH SCHOOL GROUP
After a month filled with winter retreats and a Super Bowl, the High School Sunday Night Bible
Study will be getting back into its regular routine of meeting from 6:30-8 on Sunday nights at
the home of Woody & Ellie Jorritsma. We’ll be picking back up our “The Me I Want to Be” Bible
study series.

High School retreat at Old Oak Ranch
in Sonora

MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP
Our Middle School group meets Wednesday nights from 6:30-8 in the youth room. Our March
Bible study series will be “Feed the Dog,” which will focus on ways to feed our spiritual nature.
This video-based curriculum includes a Christian illusionist performing tricks for each session.

Middle School retreat at Leoni Meadows
in Grizzy Flats

STOCKTON HEAT
Our next activity will be going to the Stockton Heat hockey game on Saturday, March 17th. We
will be leaving church at 4:45. Students should eat dinner at home or bring $ for buying dinner
there. Cost is $15 and students need to sign up by March 8th. This is for both Middle School
and High School students.
SPRING BREAK SHAKE
Let’s kick off spring break on March 29th with a game night at church, 6:30-9 at church. This is
for both Middle School and High School students.
CONFIRMATION
This incredible group of students have just We have just four classes left! We will be meeting
each Sunday in March. Confirmation Sunday will be on April 15th.
CHIC
Our denomination’s High School conference CHIC is this coming July in Knoxville, Tennessee!
Speakers and bands are beginning to be announced! You can find out for yourself by liking
@CHICconference on Facebook or @chic2018 on Instagram!

Hilmar Covenant Church
is a family of God’s patchwork people rooted in loving God,
Listening for God’s voice, and serving God’s world.
This is who God has made us, so He calls us to:
1. Come together seeking healthy relaMonships and welcoming others into the
family.
2. Engage in a Biblical discipleship that comes to life in the mulM-faceted
expressions of our faith.
3. Befriend our neighbors, serving them both near and far.
4. Love children and youth by ﬁnding them where they are, caring holisMcally for
them and their families.
5. Expand God’s Kingdom through the generous giving of ourselves to his
calling.

