
 

Hilmar Covenant Church is a family of God’s patchwork people rooted in 
loving God, listening for God’s voice, and serving God’s world. 

If you have a change of address or no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please contact the church office at 209-668-0400.

 In every generation of the church, from its founding 
day until this one, it has been our calling as God’s people to 
pass the gospel down from one generation to another. And, 
in each and every generation throughout our history 
as God’s people, God has called us out set 
apart and sent his people for the work that he has created 
us for in this world. The truth has always been, and always 
will remain, that all we are, all we have, and all that we do, 
is God’s. Our lives are given by him. Our prosperity out of 
his generosity. Our provision out of his care. Our worship 
as we gather together is first and only for him. It is God who 
calls us. God who sets us apart. God who sends us 
into his world. 
 That is what we see as we read the old story that 
Carter read for us this morning. In the church in Antioch, 
the people gathered at a service of worship no doubt much 
like this one. Those who occupied the pews were from 
all over the map Barnabas, a faithful servant of God’s 
people; Simeon, who’s dark skin places him as a follower 
of Jesus likely from outside of Israel; Lucius of Cyrene a 
believer from the Greeks; Manaen, a follower of Jesus 
who had been a bestie to Herod, the church’s greatest 
persecutor to date; and of course Saul, who we now call 
Paul who in believing he was doing God’s work sought to 
kill God’s people yet now loved them as his own 
family. 
 A charitable description of this group might be 
diverse.  But, they had all been called together in that one 

place, from across the globe to the footpath of Christ, for 
the simple and profound act of worshipping Jesus. That’s 
what God does, after all. He brings all kinds of people 
together for one certain and sure purpose to 
worship and follow him, together. And, when God’s people 
get together to worship, and follow him, God does 
fantastical things. 
 In this episode from our life together, as they were 
worshipping, God’s Spirit spoke to those gathered. Now, 
God doesn’t waste words. And, when God’s Spirit speaks, 
we do well to have ears prepared to listen. As the group 
worshipped God they heard his Spirit calling them to 
set†apart†and send†Saul and Barnabas for the work that 
God had prepared for them. What we see is the whole of 
God’s people, themselves set apart for the work of God 
prepared for them, brings forward Saul and Barnabas, lays 
their hands on them, prays for them, and sends them 
into the world for the work of God. 
 In verse 4, the story of Saul, whose name God 
changes here to Paul, and Barnabas continues into the rest 
of the book of Acts, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, to 
engage the world as followers of Jesus. Their story is one 
that changed the course of the church. In a literal sense, it is 
the story of Paul and Barnabas and the Holy Spirit in and 
through them. In another sense, this is what God still does, 
and is continually doing, in the church right now. 
have answered Jesus’ call to follow, the Spirit has called you 
to follow God in the same way. (continued on back cover) 

    
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

 

Set Apart & Sent - A Confirmation Day Sermon, Acts 13.13, October 25, 2015
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haiti mission 

trip 2016 

FOR DETAILS           
SEE PAGE 9

DATES TO REMEMBER   

FOR DETAILS SEE 
PAGE 8

News

hilmar covenant

Friendship 
Ministry Team 

Eleven people are on this 
visitation ministry team.   
If you would like a visit,  
or know of someone who 
would appreciate personal 
contact from our church, 
please call Pastor Dan 
(668-0400) so we can 
serve you better!  
Also, Connie Medak is 
now focusing on hospital 
visitation, so contact the 
church office if you or 
someone you know might 
need her assistance. 

(Calling # 1) 

FRIENDS OF 
THE 

PERSECUTED 
CHURCH 

November Focus
On November 1st, 

thousands of churches 

around the world will be 

lifting up the plight of our 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ who are suffering 

simply because of their 

faith in Christ.  At the 

beginning of worship, 

we will be 

highlighting this 

important day. Then 

throughout the month, 

continue to pray on 

behalf of the 

Persecuted Church. 

Berea’s Food Ministries 
Senior Brown Bags -  2nd/4th 

Tuesdays 
USDA Groceries - 4th Tuesdays 

Are you an early riser? Can you 

volunteer to help pack food in 

Merced just one Tuesday of the 

month. See Dan soon – it’s a 

powerful experience serving those 

who need a boost in life. 

(Calling #1, 2 & 3)       

Community Thanksgiving 

Service 
Tuesday, Nov. 24 – 7:00 p.m. 

Calling #2 

Come and thank God together with 

our Hilmar community at this year’s 

service. It’s on Tuesday night instead 

of Wednesday, and will be held in the 

new sanctuary at Holy Rosary. Details 

to follow. 

Stewardship Update 
As we all approach the end of another 
church fiscal year, the Stewardship 
Team wants to share that while we are 
easily paying all our bills, YTD 
giving is running about $18,000 begin 
last year at this time.  You are 
requested to review your giving plans 
as the year end approaches and be in 
prayer about giving an additional 
amount towards the 
budget.                                                
… Stewardship Team 
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BINGO!  Coming January 9th we're going to join in with other 
churches and organizations in our community in getting together for a 
little bit of competitive BINGO. This is a way to interact with our 
community, invite people to our church for some social fun, and raise a 
little bit of money for missions and ministries that fall under our 
calling as a church. Watch for more info coming in the next weeks and 
months. What a fun way to Grow Something Together. There will be 
opportunities for families and children to participate in the fun as 
well.  

The Ministry of Church Council - “This saying is trustworthy: If 
anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task," 
1 Timothy 3.1 

Church council members serve in the ministry of leadership in the 
church, working together with the pastor to listen for God's voice, 
make decisions for the life of the church, and lead the church in 
our integrity to God and his Word. It is an important calling, which 
should not be taken lightly. If anyone would like to consider and 
be considered for council ministry please either 1) notify a current 
council member of your desire to receive a council application; or 
2) pick up a council application in the church office. Completed 
applications must be received in the church office by November 
15(this is a hard deadline), after which time you'll be contacted by 
Pastor Casey or our Council Chair.  

Annual Congregational Meeting  
December 6 after church 

It is that time of year again! First Sunday of December will be 
our Annual Congregational Meeting where we will sort 
through some of the necessary business of life and ministry in 
the church. We will be reviewing YTD budget and giving, 
voting on the proposed 2016 budget, hearing staff ministry 
reports, and electing new Council members. A copy of the 
proposed 

Merced	  County	  Rescue	  Mission	  
“Celebrating	  Fall:	  Feeding	  the	  Multitudes”	  

Once	   again	   the	   Rescue	   Mission	   will	   be	   serving	   traditional	  
holiday	   dinners	   to	   the	   homeless	   in	   Merced	   –	   with	   all	   the	  
trimmings!	  They	  are	  asking	  churches	  to	  help	  provide	  the	  food	  
items	   for	   these	   special	   occasions.	   Hilmar	   Covenant	   will	   be	  
doing	  our	  part	  by	  purchasing	  “Smart	  and	  Final”	  gift	  cards	  for	  
the	  Mission.	   Make	   a	   donation	   of	   any	   size	   to	   Beth	   or	   in	   the	  
church	  ofGice	  by	  November	  15th	  and	  we	  will	  get	  the	  gift	  cards	  
to	  Pastor	  Bruce.	  	  
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	 November 2015

PATRICk

Hey Friends, 

	 I would like to say, “Thank you” to all the people who came to support our youth at the 
Swedish Pancake Breakfast. We raised over $4,000 for our 2018 CHIC conference. It was so 
amazing to see the generosity and love that our community has for the youth. Hilmar is such 
an amazingly unique place that shows the love of God to all and especially to our young 
people. 
	 Speaking of generosity, we will have another opportunity to help our youth group on 
November 22nd (see p. 9). The youth will be putting on a pie auction in the church family 
center immediately following our church worship service. The group will provide a baked 
potato lunch bar with all the fixings. The lunch is by love donation. Also, during the lunch we 
will auction off many delicious pies. Each pie is a hand made pie provided by our 
congregation. In between the auction some of our youth will provide us with entertainment 
in the form of a talent. So please, come support our youth by a donation, bidding on a pie 
and/or by cheering on the youth’s talents. All of the funds raised will go toward our Hume 
Lake Winter Retreats.  
	 We have 32 high schoolers going to Hume Lake Winter Camp this coming year. They 
are going on January 8th thru the 10th. We also have 15 middle school youth going to Hume 
lake as well on March 4th thru 6th. Please, be in prayer for this groups that God would 
impact their lives and that they would be escorted into the presence of God in a real 
authentic way.  
	 Oh by the way, we continue to have almost 60 youth presence on Wednesday nights! 
God is at work in our churches youth ministry! Praise God! 

Thanks church,	 	 	 	  

	 	  
Our youth group loves 

leftovers! If you have any kind of  leftovers: 
  food, casseroles, desserts etc. Please 

contact Norma Avilla. 



 

Calling # 4

Sunday	  Mornings	  in	  NOVEMBER	  at	  KidSPACE	  

Nursery-4	  year	  olds	  –	  it	  all	  &its	  together:	  God	  Made	  Me!	  	  “The	  plans	  of	  the	  Lord	  stand	  Girm	  forever.”	  
Psalm	  33:11.	  This	  month	  our	  babies	  through	  four	  year	  olds	  will	  be	  exploring	  the	  question:	  Who	  has	  a	  
plan	  for	  me?	  By	  the	  end	  of	  the	  month,	  they	  will	  know	  for	  sure	  that	  in	  fact,	  God	  has	  a	  plan	  for	  them.	  

• Week	  1:	  God	  made	  me	  special	  (Genesis	  37:1-‐4	  –	  Joseph’s	  Special	  Coat)	  
• Week	  2:	  God	  has	  a	  plan	  for	  me	  (Genesis	  37	  &	  Jeremiah	  1:5	  –	  Joseph	  Goes	  to	  Egypt)	  
• Week	  3:	  I	  can	  trust	  God’s	  plan	  even	  when	  it’s	  hard	  (Genesis	  39	  –	  Joseph	  in	  Jail)	  
• Week	  4:	  I	  am	  part	  of	  God’s	  plan	  (Genesis	  41	  –	  Joseph	  Saves	  the	  Grain)	  
• Week	  5:	  God’s	  plan	  is	  always	  best	  (Genesis	  42	  –	  Joseph	  Forgives)	  

Kindergarten-5th	  grade	  –All	  Hands	  On	  Deck!	  I	  should	  treat	  others	  the	  way	  I	  want	  to	  be	  treated	  	  “Let	  your	  
light	  shine	  so	  others	  can	  see	  it.	  Then	  they	  will	  se	  the	  good	  things	  you	  do.	  And	  they	  will	  bring	  glory	  to	  
your	  Father	  who	  is	  in	  heaven.”	  Matthew	  5:16.	  	  This	  month	  our	  K-‐5	  kids	  will	  be	  exploring	  the	  idea	  of	  
SERVICE	  –	  lending	  a	  hand	  to	  help	  someone	  else.	  

• Week	  1:	  Serve	  others	  because	  of	  what	  Jesus	  did	  for	  us	  (Mark	  10:32-‐45	  –	  Jesus	  Came	  to	  Serve)	  
• Week	  2:	  Have	  a	  good	  attitude	  when	  you	  lend	  a	  hand	  (Deut.	  15:7-‐8	  –	  Attitude	  of	  Giving	  to	  the	  

Poor)	  
• Week	  3:	  	  Use	  what	  you	  have	  to	  lend	  a	  hand	  (John	  6:1-‐13–Feeding	  the	  5.000)	  	  
• Week	  4:	  Ask	  God	  for	  what	  you	  need	  to	  lend	  a	  hand	  (1	  Kings	  17:1-‐16	  –	  Widow	  of	  Zarephath)	  	  
• Week	  5:	  Lend	  a	  hand	  without	  looking	  for	  applause	  (Matthew	  6:1-‐4	  –	  Give	  in	  secret)	  

A	  few	  things	  for	  your	  NOVEMBER	  Calendar!	  

**Orange	  Party	  #2	  –	  Nov.	  1st	  –	  be	  here	  at	  9am	  –	  an	  hour	  early	  –	  to	  your	  child’s	  regular	  classrooms	  

**	  Week	  2,	  November	  8th,	  will	  be	  a	  special	  KidSPACE	  hour	  with	  Puppets,	  singing,	  and	  a	  fun	  time	  for	  all	  
our	  kids	  to	  be	  together	  

**December	  4th	  –	  KidSPACE	  CHRISTMAS	  PLAY!!!	  	  6-8:30pm	  (see	  p.	  7)	  

**December	  24th	  –	  Family	  Christmas	  Eve	  Service	  

Be	  sure	  to	  LIKE	  our	  KidSPACE	  Facebook	  page	  and	  also	  make	  sure	  we	  have	  
your	  e-mail	  address	  up	  to	  date	  so	  that	  we	  can	  connect	  with	  you!	   Sarah
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Hilmar Christian Children’s Center- Nov. 2015

Preschool November Objectives Include: 

This month the preschoolers will be learning about bears, reindeer, bells, candy canes, and Christmas Trees.  They will 
investigate the colors brown and purple.  Circle time will include the letters A through J and numbers 15 through 18.  

Triangles will be explored.  Along with this the following objectives will be included throughout the day: 

Language - Literacy Objectives 
Receptive Language - Children will respond appropriately to questions about here-and-now events or about a story that has just been 
	 read.   
Social/Emotional - Children will honor a reminder to wait for a turn to speak to the teacher if the teacher is already engaged in 	
	 conversation. 
Print Concepts, Alphabetic Principle - Children will increase knowledge of letter names and recognize letters in familiar names. 
Enjoyment & Appreciation of Books and Related Activities - Children will use “right side up” and front to back orientation, turning 	
	 one page at a time, rather than several. 

Cognitive Development Objectives 
Numeral Recognition and Creation - Children will read numerals between 1 and 5. 
Reasoning - Children will continue a simple, alternating pattern when shown at least 3 repeats of the pattern. 
Organize, Sort & Classify - Children will match objects with same attribute such as size, color, shape category. 

Creative Development Objectives 
Self-Expression Through Painting, Drawing & Construction -Children will choose to construct, draw or paint during choice/center time. 

Social - Emotional Objectives 
Engagement/Interest in Learning, Emotional Tone, Attention and Organizational Behaviors - Children will appear happy and content 
	 in the preschool setting, showing decreased separation anxiety. 
Interactions with Peers and Adults and Contribution to the Classroom Community  - Children will have several “best” friends and is 	
	 friendly towards most of the other children. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 11:	 	 CLOSED for Veteran’s Day 
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 26-27: 	 	 CLOSED for Thanksgiving 

Friday, December 11:	 	 Preschool Christmas Book Exchange 
Thursday & Friday, Dec. 24-25: 	 	 CLOSED for Christmas 
Friday, November 27th: 	 	 Closed for Thanksgiving 

“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” 
— Psalm 100:4 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. : and be thankful.” 
— Colossians 3:15 

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 
— 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

	 	 	 In His Love and Service,	  	 	 	 	 	
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ATTENTION!  
Crochet-ers and Knitters! 
In honor of Dorothy DeSa's Ministry -  

Before Dec. 1, 2015 
I would like to invite all those who can crochet or knit, 

to help me by creating winter scarves and/or lap 

blankets for  the homeless and elderly this holiday 

season.  

Also, if you can't crochet or knit, but would still like to 

help you can make personal care bags to hand out with 

the blankets and scarves.  Personal care bags are gallon 

zip-loc bags filled with travel size toiletries and non-

perishable food items. 

You can call Beth in the office if you have any 

questions. Drop the scarfs and personal care bags off in 

the office.  

(Dorothy DeSa used to make winter scarves for the 

homeless and either scarves or lap blankets for our 

elderly members for the holidays.) 

Are you available to help decorate 

the Church building for our 

Christmas holidays?  We need 10 

or 12 volunteers would be great! 

Contact Beth in the church office 

if you are able to help.

Hilmar Covenant's  
Christmas Play! 

Friday, December 4th - 6-8:30pm

Bring your family and join the fun as we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior in this 
interactive and exciting Christmas play!  

All kids...and families will participate. But don't 
worry! The Cast After Party will make you glad 
you did. Our party will be complete with snacks, 
drinks, a photo booth, and fun! 

Mark your calendar!  You won’t want to miss it! 

All of our church family is invited!  

But be prepared to participate! 

(Don’t worry it will be fun!) Volunteers &  

Props Needed! 

See Sarah or  

Rachel Hirota  



HCC Staff Contacts
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Team Leader:  

The Brewers

15 
Team Leader:  

The Medaks

22 
Team Leader:  

Carter Azevedo

29 
Team Leader:  

The Dilibertos
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ALL-CHURCH 
PRAYER MEETING 

Calling # 1 & 2 
Wed. Nov. 11th - 6:15 p.m. 

Come and pray together as we 
celebrate Thanksgiving, and the 
approach of Advent. 

“The place you give Jesus Christ in 

your life determines the place you 
give prayer.”(Ruth Paxon)  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Nov. 15 :: Council Application Deadline 

Nov. 22  ::  Youth Pie Auction 

Dec. 4 :: HCC Christmas Play 

July 28-30, 2016 :: Women’s Triennial  
in Kansas City, MO

FRONTLINE

Rev. Casey Barton, PhD 
Senior Pastor 
cbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

Dan Johnson 
Associate Pastor 
djohnson@hilmarcovenant.org

Patrick Andrus 
Youth & Worship Pastor 
patrick@hilmarcovenant.org

Sarah Barton 
Children’s Ministry Director 
sbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

Lynn Lea 
Children’s Center Director 
mslynn@hilmarcovenant.org

Beth Walker 
Office Manager 
bwalker@hilmarcovenant.org

Leslie Hinds 
Administrative Assistant 
lhinds@hilmarcovenant.org

Dates to Remember

Hilmar Helping Hands 
Calling # 2 & 3 

Communion Sunday is November 1st. 
Bring your canned food, dry goods, and 
personal hygiene items for HHH that 
day.  Put your donations in the gray 
containers by the doors in the 
Sanctuary. 

Turlock Gospel Mission 
WINTER RELIEF 

Calling # 3 & 5 
November 15- 21 

Once again we are partnering 
with TGM, hosting women and 
children overnight for one week 
in the church basement. We will 
also be serving dinner every night 
to the homeless. Volunteers are 
needed to provide evening meals 
and to organize breakfasts for 
those who stay overnight . 
Annette Diliberto and Rhonda 
Tinley are coordinating this 
m i n i s t r y. C a l l A n n e t t e a t 
968-0696. 
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November Financial 
Update 

Budget per wk:  $11,454 
Avg. Offering per wk.:  $10,333 

Budget YTD:  $494,023 
Offering YTD:  $451,850 

Ahead (Behind):  ($42,173) 

Avg. Attendance:    177
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Central Valley 
Covenant  

haiti mission trip
With	  a	  “Feed	  My	  Starving	  Children”	  focus	  

February	  22-29,	  2016	  
Calling	  #3,	  #5	  

There	  is	  still	  time	  to	  join	  the	  team.	  Five	  people	  are	  
committed	  so	  the	  trip	  right	  now.	  Cost	  is	  $850	  plus	  
airfare	  (about	  $500).	  See	  Dan	  -‐	  Sign	  up	  online	  at	  

www.healinghaiti.org.	  	  

Calling all COVENANT KIDS CONGO 

SPONSORS! 
Calling #3, #4 

Did you sponsor a child in Congo when our church 

committed to “Covenant Kids Congo?” If so, please 

let Dan know soon so we can get an accurate 

assessment of our involvement. 

Dear Hilmar Friends, 

Thank you for all the greeting cards, phone calls, 

visits and, especially for your continuing prayers 

during my surgery and recovery time.  The delicious 

meals some of you delivered to our door were a great 

help and very appreciated.  I have made good 

progress in therapy but am not totally back on my 

feet yet.  

Gratefully, Elvira Englund 

Youth Ministry Pie Auction 

11/22/2015 - after church
Potato Bar Lunch Provided 

Lunch is by love donation 

Don’t forget to bid high for some delicious pie! 

Thanksgiving is the Thursday after this event. Perfect timing!



PRAYER, PRAISE, AND PETITION PAGE  •  November 2015 •  Calling #2 
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Phil. 4:6 

PRAISES:  For those who were confirmed, and who chose to reaffirm their baptism; for new youth intern Matt Morales; for another wonderful “Trunk or Treat” ministry venture 
with Holy Rosary; for meeting our commitment of $10,000 for our Congo clinic.  

PRAY FOR THE STAFF AND CHURCH COUNCIL:  Casey, Dan, Lynn, Sarah, Beth, Leslie, Rod Avilla, Yvonne Dyrland (secretary), Bud Farrar, Kimberly Jorritsma, Rod 
Jorritsma, Allyson Montague, Becky Nyman, Sam Postma, Teresa Wells.  

FOR OUR HILMAR COMMUNITY:  For Hilmar churches, pastors, and our fellow Christians; for Hilmar Christian Children’s Center; Hilmar Helping Hands 
(Vicki Humble); Merced County Rescue Mission (Pastor Bruce); Turlock Gospel Mission (Tim Guerino); “Twice As Nice” (Jana Swanson); school chaplaincy (Dan 
Johnson).  

PRAY FOR THE YOUTH MINISTRY PIE AUCTION FUNDRAISER: This is on Sunday, November 22nd, right after church. Donations support middle 
and high school students going to Hume Lake winter camp.  

PRAY FOR THE THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY SERVICE: This is on Tuesday, November 24th, at 7:00 p.m. Pray that many in our community will set 
aside an hour and come together to worship and thank God for the blessings of this past year. 
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Long Term Prayer Concerns.  PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE (668-0400) IF YOU WANT YOUR LONG TERM PRAYER REQUEST TO CONTINUE IN 
FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. Also, please let us know the status of the person(s) for whom you are requesting prayer. Thanks! Anita Johnson (Dan 
Johnson’s sister-in-law), Bill Ahlem, Roberto Aerola, Eliza Alves, Jan Beatty (daughter-in-law of Phyllis Peterson), Joe Bello, Carolyn (Mike 
Johnson’s mother), Dan Carr (Lois Hirsch’s nephew), Darin and Dom (Carrie Esau’s cousins), Larry Diliberto, Betty Doine, Mary 
Emerick, Carrie Esau, Fran Flanders, Matteo Geraldini (friend of the DeRooys’), Peter Hildebrand, Lois Hirsch, Doug Hirsch, Cynthia 
Johnson, Lee Johnson, Karen Launsby (sister of Lois Hirsch), Hala Mealing, Connie Medak, Doris Metzler (Fern Wickstrom’s cousin), Jan 
Nash, Sunny Nye, Phyllis Peterson, Cindy Postma, Melanie Shackelford, Tate Stevens, Warren (Pam Esposito’s brother-in-law), Bob Wear 
(friend of Nellie Trautman), Leona Welker, Kirsten Wickstrom Moore, Barbara & Maury Palmberg. 

Pray for our pen pals in prison: Steven Taylor, Allen “Big Red” King, Jason Lundquist, Brian Garrett – and for Clyde “Joe” Faus, who 
has been released! 

Pray for our church family serving in the military:  J.R. Dane (Marge Pack’s grandson), Brian Johnson (Lin Johnson’s son), Kyle Ribera, 
Nick Roest, Trevor Stevens (Bev Strom-Wenstrand’s grandson), Shelby Walters (daughter of Bob and Laurie Walters), Trent Goiburn and 
Zach Ribera. 

Pray for those who are unable to be worshiping with us regularly:  Lois Brown, Betty Doine

PRAY FOR MISSIONS:  For our missionaries: Don and Lillian Dwight home from Taiwan; Roy and Aleta Danforth home from the Central African Republic; Ken and 
Adrienne Satterberg home from France; Todd & Carrie Minturn (Christian Formation & Direction Ministries) in Fresno; Harvey (Linda) Lundquist in Alaska; Paul and Sheryl Noren 
in Congo; Karl and Mary Noren (Bob & Lois Hirsch’s grandchildren) in Cameroon 

PRAY FOR OUR NATION AND STATE:  Pray for the disasters and tragedies we have recently been through, especially those affected by the fires in our state. Pray for 
the families of those directly affected by all of the recent racial tension. Pray for Barack Obama, Jerry Brown, and their leadership teams as they continue to lead and make 
decisions for our nation and state (I Peter 2:13).  Pray for all of our elected officials, and for decisions regarding Syria, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Russia/Ukraine, and Egypt.  Pray for 
peace and racial righteousness in our nation, and for just and compassionate solutions to immigration reform. Pray for all of the poor who are most vulnerable. Pray for an 
abundance of rain and snow this winter! 

PRAY FOR THE WORLD:  Pray for incredibly difficult refugee situation that continues to unfold in Europe. Pray for the hundreds of people fleeing war and persecution 
who have drowned in the Mediterranean while seeking refuge in Europe. Pray for those devastated by Hurricane Patricia. Pray for the tense situation the world is facing with civil 
wars in Syria, South Sudan, Central African Republic, Yemen, and Libya, unrest in Egypt, upheaval in Iraq, and that God would thwart the evil intentions and actions of ISIS, Boko 
Haram, Al-Shabaab, and other terrorist groups. Pray for the recent terrorist activities against Jews, the continuing tension between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, and ongoing 
Jewish/Palestinian issues. Pray for the nuclear treaty with Iran; that they can be trusted with the negotiations. Pray for the tense international situation regarding Ukraine and 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea. Continue to pray for Chile, Nepal, Japan, Haiti, China, New Zealand, Indonesia, Turkey, and Pakistan where earthquakes have devastated the lives 
of so many people. Praise God that Liberia has been declared “Ebola-free!” Pray that the Ebola outbreak will end in the other African countries as well. Pray for places where 
war, social, and economic issues make life miserable for people. Pray--and work--for justice in addressing issues like human trafficking (New Day for Children) famine and 
hunger (Fred Jordan Mission), immigration, and refugees. Pray for people who live in fear because of political, religious, and societal persecution, especially for our Christian 
brothers and sisters who suffer because of their commitment to Christ.  Pray for our “enemies!”  (Matt. 5:44)  That somehow they will meet Jesus and be transformed in their 
thinking, attitudes, and behavior. 



November  Birthdays
22 Kathy Opalek  

23 JJ Hinds  

26 John Nixon 

 Mike Wickstrom 

28 Lynn Pierce 

 Don Wickstrom 

29 Diane Peterson 

Special Anniversaries:  

15 Mike & Pam Peterson (35)

2 Dennis Nelson 

6 Arie Roest 

7 Everett Wenstrand 

8 Sharon Clauss 

9 Cynthia Johnson 

10 Jacob Ahlem (9) 

 Sue Morton 

 Paul Danbom 

 Carla Avila 

11 Luther Englund 

12 Jeff & Cara Strom 

13 Cindy Postma 

14 Sandra Freeberg 

15 Betty Doine 

18 Eli Hinds (9) 

20 Fern Wickstrom 

21 Emma Nyman (8) 
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KIDSPACE - Parent 
Orange Party @ 
Kidspace 8:30-9:308 : 3 0 a m -  Step Study 
Sunday 
School @ 
Prayer  
Room of 
Sanctuary

1 0 a m -  Communion

1 0 a m -  KidSPACE

1 0 a m -  Worship 
Service1 1 : 3 0 a m -  KIDSPACE 
-  Parent  
Orange 
Party @ 
Family 
Center

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

5 : 3 0 p m -  Volleyball  
@ Gym6 : 3 0 p m -  Spanish/En
glish Class7 p m -  -9 pm Men's 
Basketball  
(Paul )7 p m -  Footsteps @ 
Joell 
Erlandson's

9 : 4 5 a m -  Staf f  
Mee t ing5 : 1 5 p m -  Handbel l  
Practice6 : 3 0 p m -  Bible study 
- Art @ 
Covenant 
Vil lage of 
Turlock, 
2125  Nor th  
Olive 
Avenue,  
Turlock, 
CA 95382,  
Uni ted 
Sta tes

8 : 3 0 p m -  -11  pm 
Iglesia 
Basketball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 : 4 5 p m -  YOUTH 
GROUP7 p m -  Bible Study, 
Library @ 
Library7 : 1 5 p m -  Choir 
Practice

9 a m -  Spanish 
Classes5 : 1 5 p m -  Men's 
Basketball /
Paul7 p m -  Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

7 p m -  Bible Study @ 
Waterson's

6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball  
Tryouts

8 : 3 0 a m -  Step Study 
Sunday 
School @ 
Prayer  
Room of 
Sanctuary

1 0 a m -  KidSPACE

1 0 a m -  Worship 
Service1 1 a m -  Blood 
Pressure 
Clinic1 1 a m -  Status 
meet ing6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

5 : 3 0 p m -  Volleyball  
@ Gym6 : 3 0 p m -  Spanish/En
glish Class7 p m -  -9 pm Men's 
Basketball  
(Paul )7 p m -  Footsteps @ 
Joell 
Erlandson's

9 : 4 5 a m -  Staf f  
Mee t ing5 : 1 5 p m -  Handbel l  
Practice6 : 3 0 p m -  Bible study 
- Art @ 
Covenant 
Vil lage of 
Turlock, 
2125  Nor th  
Olive 
Avenue,  
Turlock, 
CA 95382,  
Uni ted 
Sta tes

8 : 3 0 p m -  -11  pm 
Iglesia 
Basketball

Office Close - 
Veteran's Day6 a m -  Stewardship 
T e a m8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 : 1 5 p m -  All-Church 
Prayer  
Mee t ing6 : 4 5 p m -  YOUTH 
GROUP7 p m -  Bible Study, 
Library @ 
Library7 : 1 5 p m -  Choir 
Practice

9 a m -  Spanish 
Classes5 : 1 5 p m -  Men's 
Basketball /
Paul7 p m -  Council 
Meet ing/Libra
r y7 p m -  Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball7 p m -  Bible Study @ 
Waterson's

8 : 3 0 a m -  Step Study 
Sunday 
School @ 
Prayer  
Room of 
Sanctuary

1 0 a m -  KidSPACE

1 0 a m -  Worship 
Service6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

5 : 3 0 p m -  Volleyball  
@ Gym6 : 3 0 p m -  Spanish/En
glish Class7 p m -  -9 pm Men's 
Basketball  
(Paul )7 p m -  Footsteps @ 
Joell 
Erlandson's

9 : 4 5 a m -  Staf f  
Mee t ing5 : 1 5 p m -  Handbel l  
Practice6 : 3 0 p m -  Bible study 
- Art @ 
Covenant 
Vil lage of 
Turlock, 
2125  Nor th  
Olive 
Avenue,  
Turlock, 
CA 95382,  
Uni ted 
Sta tes

8 : 3 0 p m -  -11  pm 
Iglesia 
Basketball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 p m -  TGM - Meals

6 : 4 5 p m -  YOUTH 
GROUP7 p m -  Bible Study, 
Library @ 
Library7 : 1 5 p m -  Choir 
Practice

9 a m -  Spanish 
Classes5 : 1 5 p m -  Men's 
Basketball /
Paul6 : 3 0 p m -  Hi lmar  
Christian 
Children's 
Center  
Board 
Mee t ing

7 p m -  Volleyball

1 0 a m -  Vargas Event

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

7 p m -  Bible Study @ 
Waterson's

Youth Fundraiser

8 : 3 0 a m -  Step Study 
Sunday 
School @ 
Prayer  
Room of 
Sanctuary

1 0 a m -  KidSPACE

1 0 a m -  Worship 
Service6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

5 : 3 0 p m -  Volleyball  
@ Gym6 : 3 0 p m -  Spanish/En
glish Class7 p m -  -9 pm Men's 
Basketball  
(Paul )7 p m -  Footsteps @ 
Joell 
Erlandson's

Thanksgiving 
Service @ Holy 
Rosary 7pm9 : 4 5 a m -  Staf f  
Mee t ing5 : 1 5 p m -  Handbel l  
Practice6 p m -  TILT

6 : 3 0 p m -  Bible study 
- Art @ 
Covenant 
Vil lage of 
Turlock, 
2125  Nor th  
Olive 
Avenue,  
Turlock, 
CA 95382,  
Uni ted 
Sta tes

8 : 3 0 p m -  -11  pm 
Iglesia 
Basketball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

7 p m -  Bible Study, 
Library @ 
Library7 : 1 5 p m -  Choir 
Practice

Office Closed - Thanksgiving

9 a m -  Spanish 
Classes5 : 1 5 p m -  Men's 
Basketball /
Paul7 p m -  Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball7 p m -  Bible Study @ 
Waterson's

1st  Advent

8 : 3 0 a m -  Step Study 
Sunday 
School @ 
Prayer  
Room of 
Sanctuary

1 0 a m -  KidSPACE

1 0 a m -  Worship 
Service6 p m -  Westside 
Volleyball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

5 : 3 0 p m -  Volleyball  
@ Gym6 : 3 0 p m -  Spanish/En
glish Class7 p m -  -9 pm Men's 
Basketball  
(Paul )7 p m -  Footsteps @ 
Joell 
Erlandson's

9 : 4 5 a m -  Staf f  
Mee t ing5 : 1 5 p m -  Handbel l  
Practice6 : 3 0 p m -  Bible study 
- Art @ 
Covenant 
Vil lage of 
Turlock, 
2125  Nor th  
Olive 
Avenue,  
Turlock, 
CA 95382,  
Uni ted 
Sta tes

8 : 3 0 p m -  -11  pm 
Iglesia 
Basketball

8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

6 : 4 5 p m -  YOUTH 
GROUP7 p m -  Bible Study, 
Library @ 
Library7 : 1 5 p m -  Choir 
Practice

9 a m -  Spanish 
Classes5 : 1 5 p m -  Men's 
Basketball /
Paul7 p m -  Volleyball

Kidspace Christmas 
Drama @ Family 
Center8 : 1 5 a m -  Aerobics

7 p m -  Bible Study @ 
Waterson's

Sun M o n T u e W e d Thu Fr i S a t
NOVEMBER  	                               OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday  9a.m. to 5 p.m.
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(con%nued	  from	  front	  cover)	  
	   Remember	  back	  to	  the	  day	  that	  he	  called	  you	  out	  of	  yourself,	  out	  of	  your	  sin,	  out	  of	  your	  life,	  and	  called	  you	  to	  
Him.	  Remember	  the	  day	  you	  prayed	  and	  received	  his	  Spirit.	  Remember	  your	  calling,	  and	  understand	  that	  the	  Spirit,	  in	  
se?ng	  apart	  and	  sending	  you	  into	  the	  world,	  is	  exactly	  what	  God	  did	  here	  with	  Paul	  and	  Barnabas	  it	  is	  exactly	  what	  God	  
has	  always	  done	  with	  all	  of	  his	  people.	  And	  your	  story,	  Christ’s	  disciple	  called	  by	  God	  in	  the	  Spirit,	  is	  a	  story	  that	  has	  
changed	  the	  course	  of	  the	  church,	  the	  course	  of	  God’s	  world.	  
God	  sets	  apart	  and	  sends	  his	  disciples.	  
	   And	  that’s	  what	  you	  are.	  Disciples	  of	  Christ.	  God	  sets	  apart	  and	  sends	  his	  disciples.	  
God	  does	  this	  at	  many	  %mes	  and	  in	  many	  ways.	  And	  he	  does	  this	  today.	  One	  of	  the	  ways	  we	  recognize	  God’s	  
se?ng	  apart	  and	  sending	  into	  the	  world	  is	  though	  the	  Rite	  of	  Confirma%on.	  Today,	  as	  we,	  God’s	  people,	  come	  
together	  to	  worship	  God	  and	  pray	  and	  listen	  for	  his	  voice,	  we	  gather	  from	  all	  corners	  of	  the	  world	  just	  like	  Saul,	  
Simeon,	  Barnabas,	  Lucius,	  Manean,	  and	  we	  hear	  God’s	  voice	  calling	  us	  to	  recognize	  the	  call	  that	  God	  has	  placed	  
on	  two	  of	  our	  young	  people	  Drieu	  Swanson	  and	  Lauren	  Labrouche.	  
	   Drieu	  and	  Lauren,	  God	  has	  called	  you	  to	  himself.	  He	  has	  set	  you	  apart,	  and	  sends	  you	  into	  his	  world	  for	  the	  
purpose	  for	  which	  he	  has	  created	  you.	  You	  have	  spent	  the	  last	  2	  years	  (or	  more	  you’re	  
pastor	  is	  a	  liRle	  sloppy	  and	  unorganized	  with	  the	  parallel	  universe	  he	  has	  come	  to	  iden%fy	  as	  “Confirma%on	  Time.”)	  
spending	  %me	  with	  your	  peers	  reading	  God’s	  Word,	  serving	  God’s	  church,	  and	  proclaiming	  Christ	  to	  the	  world	  with	  your	  
life.	  More	  than	  that,	  you’ve	  spent	  your	  lives	  up	  to	  this	  moment	  growing	  into	  the	  story	  that	  God	  has	  wriRen	  for	  you	  the	  
story	  that	  he	  wrote	  for	  you	  from	  before	  you	  were	  born.	  It	  is	  your	  greatest	  calling,	  and	  your	  greatest	  joy,	  to	  answer	  his	  
call	  to	  be	  set	  apart,	  and	  sent	  into	  the	  world,	  for	  the	  purpose	  that	  God	  has	  created	  for	  you.	  
Church	  this	  is	  what	  we	  are	  doing	  for	  Drieu	  and	  Lauren	  today.	  We	  are	  recognizing	  their	  faith,	  and	  their	  call	  as	  set	  
apart	  and	  sent,	  along	  with	  all	  of	  God’s	  people,	  for	  God’s	  purpose	  in	  the	  world.	  And,	  Drieu	  and	  Lauren	  are	  
prepared	  to	  take	  up	  that	  call.	  I	  want	  you	  to	  know	  something	  God’s	  story	  does	  not	  work	  without	  you.	  It	  does	  not	  proceed	  
from	  this	  moment	  into	  the	  next	  without	  you.	  You	  are	  integral	  to	  what	  God	  is	  doing	  in	  the	  world	  in	  this	  church,	  in	  the	  lives	  
of	  those	  around	  you.	  God	  sets	  apart	  and	  sends	  his	  disciples.	  God	  has	  set	  apart	  and	  sent	  you,	  into	  his	  world.	  	  Will	  you	  take	  
up	  that	  call,	  to	  follow	  him?	  

Pastor Casey


