
 

Hilmar Covenant Church is a family of God’s patchwork people rooted in 
loving God, listening for God’s voice, and serving God’s world. 

If you have a change of address or no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please contact the church office at 209-668-0400.

 Hilmar, CA – My new favorite internet destination is 
a website called The Babylon Bee (babylonbee.com). It bills 
itself as "Your Trusted News Source for Christian News 
Satire." The site takes the form of a real news site, while 
reporting articles about the church that are decidedly fake. 
Satire. With headlines like "Congregation begging God to 
stop pastor from seeing any new movies," which describes 
the congregation's plight with their pastor's movie 
references in this report:  
 "MECHANICSVILLE, VA—The entire congregation 
of Mechanicsville Baptist Church reportedly joined as one 
on Monday in intercessory prayer, begging God to keep 
their teaching pastor, Warren Blake, from seeing the 
upcoming slate of spring and summer blockbusters. 
 “We come today solemnly asking for a great 
miracle,” intoned Deacon Fritz Foster to the grim-visaged 
assembly. “We have suffered so much from Pastor Warren 
seeing popular films these many long years, and we ask 
that this great burden be taken from us, that we may have a 
sermon, just once, free of movie quotes and references.” 
 That doesn't hit close to home or anything… 
 Then there's this article poking fun at the slow pace 
at which churches sometimes make decisions: "Church 
votes unanimously to replace light bulb in foyer," which 
reports: 
 “I looked on up and seen one of the light bulbs just 
wasn’t twinkling as bright as the others,” a solemn Murphy 
told reporters Tuesday. “I realized right away that this right 

here is a safety hazard, so, quick as I could, I turned in the 
paperwork for the issue to be considered for the next 
business meeting’s ballot.” 
 Unfortunately for the church’s faithful, that next 
business meeting ended up being cancelled due to snow. 
“It was a real dark winter,” confirmed Murphy. 
 There are tons of other great reports from the great 
experience of life together in Christ: "Youth Pastor Forgets 
What His Hebrew Tattoo Means;""Men's Wild At Heart 
Study Group Gets Hopelessly Lost in Lightly Wooded Area 
Behind Church; "Gridlock Reached As Two Men Both 
Certain God Told Them To Date Same Girl."  
 You get the picture. To me, the "news" articles are 
hilariously funny because, they are fake…but in so many 
ways they are entirely true. How many times has a 
congregation prayed that their pastor would stop talking 
about movies (or…maybe…superheroes?)? How often do 
churches get bogged down in process and procedure when 
all that needs to be done is unscrew a light bulb? And, 
really, how many times has someone been absolutely 
convinced God told them to do something, and another 
person is convinced that God said the exact opposite 
thing? The stories here aren't true. But they are funny 
because, in some way, they are true. Crazy things happen in 
the church, and unless we can step back and poke fun at 
ourselves, we take ourselves a little too seriously.  
 I love the church. Pastoring is the hardest thing I've 
ever done. But I love it.   (continued on back cover) 
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Join us for VBS 2016 
Cave Quest! 

June 13-17th 

Registration is open and 
filling up fast! 

Register online at 
hilmarcovenant.org 

or come into the office during 
the week! 

$10 per child until 5/8

FRIENDS	  OF	  THE	  PERSECUTED	  CHURCH	  
April	  Focus:	  SOUTH	  SUDAN	  COVENANTERS	  

Calling	  #2	  &	  #3	  

Civil	  war	  continues	  to	  destroy	  lives	  in	  this	  newest	  country	  in	  the	  world:	  
South	  Sudan.	  And	  it	  is	  impacting	  our	  sister	  Covenant	  Church	  in	  horri:ic	  
ways.	  Hundreds	  of	   thousands	  of	  people	  have	  been	   forced	   to	   :lee	   their	  
homes	   and	   seek	   safety	   in	   refugee	   camps	   while	   con:lict	   continues	   to	  
erupt	  throughout	  the	  nation.	  In	  February,	  :ive	  Covenanters	  were	  killed	  
when	  attackers	  linked	  to	  government	  forces	  stormed	  a	  United	  Nations	  
refugee	  camp	  with	  automatic	  weapons	  and	  machetes.	  Then	  on	  April	  15,	  
more	   than	   40	   more	   (mostly	   children)	   were	   massacred	   in	   a	   raid	   by	  
Murle	  tribe	  members	  against	  the	  Nuer	  people.	  The	  Evangelical	  Church	  
of	   South	   Sudan	   (ECCSS)	   has	   more	   than	   25,000	   members.	   Pray	   that	  
South	   Sudanese	   Christians’	   commitment	   to	   Christ	   will	   take	   priority	  

DANIEL	  LEMKE	  FOLLOW-‐UP	  
Calling	  #2	  &	  #3	  

Daniel	  made	  many	  contacts	  and	  connections	  while	  he	  
was	   in	  our	   area	   last	  month.	  He	  even	  hopes	   to	   settle	  
here	   and	   follow	   up	   with	   a	   number	   of	   ongoing	  
possibilities	   regarding	   human	   sex	   traf:icking	   in	   the	  
Central	   Valley.	   If	   you	   would	   like	   to	   contribute	   to	  
Daniel’s	   non-‐pro:it,	   “Bike	   Through	   Traf:ic,”	   you	   can	  
do	   so	   online	   at:	   www.bikethrutraf:ic.com	   or	   mail	   a	  
check	   to:	   Bike	   Through	   Traf:ic,	   1119	   North	   Grant	  
Avenue,	  Loveland,	  Colorado	  80537.	  These	   funds	  will	  
be	  used	  to	  help	  :inance	  a	  home	  in	  North	  Carolina	  for	  
boys	  who	  have	  been	  traf:icked.	  

http://hilmarcovenant.org
http://hilmarcovenant.org


PRAYER, PRAISE, AND PETITION PAGE  •  May 2016 •  Calling #2 
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Phil. 4:6 

PRAISES:  For the interesting and challenging reports from all of our guest speakers (Satterbergs, Daniel Lemke, Lundquists); for the Mexico mission team that has formed; 
for the exciting start of the “Community Bible Experience.” 

PRAY FOR THE STAFF AND CHURCH COUNCIL:  Casey, Dan, Patrick, Lynn, Sarah, Leslie, Carolyn Ahlem, Melissa Ahlem, Rod Avilla, Bud Farrar, Rod Jorritsma 
(chair), Becky Nyman (vice chair), Sam Postma, Teresa Wells (secretary), Dale Wickstrom.  

FOR OUR HILMAR COMMUNITY: For Hilmar churches, pastors, and our fellow Christians; for Hilmar Christian Children’s Center; Hilmar Helping Hands 
(Vicki Humble); Merced County Rescue Mission (Pastor Bruce); Turlock Gospel Mission (Tim Guerino); “Twice As Nice” (Jana Swanson); school chaplaincy (Dan 
Johnson); our school district, and for safety for our students as this school year ends; for our summer VBS ministry as Sarah’s preparations continue for this year’s 
event in June. 

PRAY FOR THE MANY MINISTRY OFFERINGS IN OUR CHURCH: WIC (Women/Infant/Children) food assistance, SALVATION ARMY Satellite Office – 
utility bills, housing issues, legal assistance, etc., SENIOR BROWN BAG (55 and older – income based) & USDA a federal program for food assistance regardless of 
age. 
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Long Term Prayer Concerns.  PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE (668-0400) IF YOU WANT YOUR LONG TERM PRAYER REQUEST TO CONTINUE IN 
FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. Also, please let us know the status of the person(s) for whom you are requesting prayer. Thanks! Anita Johnson (Dan 
Johnson’s sister-in-law), Bill Ahlem, Roberto Aerola, Eliza Alves, Jan Beatty (daughter-in-law of Phyllis Peterson), Joe Bello, Doug Black 
(in-law to Leslie Hinds), Carolyn (Mike Johnson’s mother), Dan Carr (Lois Hirsch’s nephew), Darin and Dom (Carrie Esau’s cousins), 
Larry Diliberto, Betty Doine, Mary Emerick, Carrie Esau, Fran Flanders, Matteo Geraldini (friend of the DeRooys’), Cricket Higginson, 
Peter Hildebrand, Jimmy Hinds (Leslie Hinds' father-in-law), Lois Hirsch, Doug Hirsch, Cynthia Johnson, Lee Johnson, Anna Keevy, Karen 
Launsby (sister of Lois Hirsch), Hala Mealing, Connie Medak, Doris Metzler (Fern Wickstrom’s cousin), Jan Nash, Barbara & Maury 
Palmberg, Sunny Nye, Phyllis Peterson, Cindy Postma, Melanie Shackelford, Tate Stevens, Warren (Pam Esposito’s brother-in-law), Bob 
Wear (friend of Nellie Trautman), Leona Welker, Kirsten Wickstrom Moore, Shirley Yells. 

Pray for our pen pals in prison: Steven Taylor, Allen “Big Red” King, Jason Lundquist, Brian Garrett – and for Clyde “Joe” Faus, who 
has been released! 

Pray for our church family serving in the military:  J.R. Dane (Marge Pack’s grandson), Brian Johnson (Lin Johnson’s son), Kyle Ribera, 
Nick Roest, Trevor Stevens (Bev Strom-Wenstrand’s grandson), Shelby Walters (daughter of Bob and Laurie Walters), Trent Goiburn and 
Zach Ribera. 

PRAY FOR MISSIONS:  For our missionaries: Don and Lillian Dwight home from Taiwan; Roy and Aleta Danforth home from the Central African Republic; Ken and 
Adrienne Satterberg home from France; Todd & Carrie Minturn (Christian Formation & Direction Ministries) in Fresno; Harvey (Linda) Lundquist in Alaska; Paul and Sheryl Noren 
in Congo; Karl and Mary Noren (Bob & Lois Hirsch’s grandchildren) in Cameroon. Pray for the Mexico mission trip as trainings and fundraiser continue this month. 

PRAY FOR OUR NATION AND STATE:  Pray for the disasters and tragedies we have recently been through, especially those affected by the fires in our state, by 
tornados throughout our nation, and flooding in the Midwest. Pray for the families of those directly affected by all of the recent racial tension. Pray for the families and survivors 
affected by the terror-like violence that has become too familiar in the USA in recent years. Pray for Barack Obama, Jerry Brown, and their leadership teams as they continue to 
lead and make decisions for our nation and state (I Peter 2:13).  Pray for all of our elected officials, and for decisions regarding Syria, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Russia/Ukraine, and 
Egypt. Pray for this election season, and for God’s guidance regarding this year’s candidates. Pray for peace and racial righteousness in our nation, and for just and 
compassionate solutions to immigration reform. Pray for the poor, who are most vulnerable. Pray for more spring rain and snow! 

PRAY FOR THE WORLD:  Pray for tragedies that have happened recently: the terrorist attack in Brussels, the Russian airliner that was blown up, the suicide bombings in 
Beirut, the gruesome terrorist attack in Paris, and the killings in San Bernardino. Pray for the incredibly difficult refugee situation that continues to unfold in Europe. Pray for the 
thousands of people fleeing war and persecution who have drowned in the Mediterranean while seeking refuge in Europe. Pray that the peace treaty in Syria will remain in 
place, and that the presidential election in the Central African Republic will maintain peace in that nation. Pray for the ongoing civil war in South Sudan and for the tragic deaths 
of South Sudan Covenanters. Pray too for the civil wars in Yemen and Libya, unrest in Egypt, upheaval in Iraq, the resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan, the animosity 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, the saber-rattling of North Korea, and that God would thwart the evil intentions and actions of ISIS, Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab, and other terrorist 
groups. Pray for the recent terrorist activities against Jews in Israel, the continuing tension between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, and ongoing Jewish/Palestinian issues. Pray for 
the nuclear treaty with Iran; now that it is in effect, pray that the outcome will be positive and that Iran will be honest in every way moving forward. Pray for the tense 
international situation regarding Ukraine and Russia’s annexation of Crimea. Continue to pray for Taiwan, Chile, Nepal, Haiti, China, New Zealand, Indonesia, Turkey, Pakistan, 
and most recently Japan and Ecuador, where earthquakes have devastated the lives of so many people. Pray for places where war, social, and economic issues make life 
miserable for people. Pray--and work--for justice in addressing issues like human trafficking (“Bike Through Traffic”/Daniel Lemke; “New Day for Children”), famine and hunger 
(Fred Jordan Mission), immigration, and refugees. Pray for people who live in fear because of political, religious, and societal persecution, especially for our Christian brothers 
and sisters who suffer because of their commitment to Christ.  Pray for our “enemies!”  (Matt. 5:44)  That somehow they will meet Jesus and be transformed in their thinking, 
attitudes, and behavior. 
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HILMAR 
COVENANT

FRIENDSHIP 
 MINISTRY TEAM 

Eleven people are on this 

visitation ministry team.  

If you would like a visit, or 

know of someone who 

would appreciate personal 

contact from our church, 

please call Pastor Dan 

(668-0400) so we can 

serve you better! Also, if 

your contacts would like 

the Sacrament of 

Communion, tell Dan so he 

can share it with them. 

(Calling # 1) 

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
READ ALL ABOUT IT

MEXICO MISSION TRIP 
2016 

“CHICKEN BARBECUE 
FUNDRAISER” 

Saturday, May 21 – 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
(Calling #1 & #3) 

The mission team is in place, trainings are 
happening – and now it’s time for our 
annual Mexico Mission Trip fundraiser! 
Get your tickets from any member of the 
mission team.  

FOOD MINISTRY & 
SALVATION ARMY 

Senior Brown Bags & Salv. Army 

-  2nd/4th Tuesdays @10 - 11:30 

USDA Groceries - 4th Tuesdays  

@ 9-12 

Join the team. Volunteer just once 

and see what a delight it is, 

serving those who need a boost in 

life. 

(Calling #1, 2 & 3)       

Check out our Video of 
the Baptisms on Palm 

Sunday! 
The slide show of our Baptism 
Sunday is now available on our 
church website. Go to “Stuff Is 
Happening” and click on 
“Current Events.” You will find 
the Baptism link there. 
You can also view a video of the 
entire service by clicking 
“More” then “Media.” 

“The Kingsmen 
Quartet” 

Sunday May 22nd - 6:00 pm 

Calvary First Assembly  

19840 Dayton 

An evening of male quartet gospel 

music, followed by a pie social. 

Sam Minturn is one of the singers 

in this group, sponsored by 

Calvary Assembly. 

The price is $9.00 each, or $35 for a 

family of four or more. Be in prayer for 

the Mexico mission team members as 

they prepare for this year’s trip south of 

the border. 

 NO. 2    MAY 2016     HILMAR COVENANT CHURCH

NEWS 
Check us out @ 

hilmarcovenant.org 
& 

 Like Hilmar Covenant 
Church on Facebook

http://hilmarcovenant.org
http://hilmarcovenant.org


FROM THE CONGREGATION    
    FOR THE CONGREGATION

HELP SUPPORT FCA 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the 

Christian club on the Hilmar High 

School campus, is in need of funds to 

for the weekly lunch provided for 
the students at their Bible study 

meeting. The club averages 75 

students, and lunches cost about 

$90 per week. If you would like to 

help fund this ministry, send a 
check to: “Hilmar High School FCA, 

Attn: Michele Livak, 7807 Lander 

Ave. Hilmar, CA 95324.” Patrick, 

Matt, and Dan also attend the FCA 

meeting every Wednesday. Thanks 

Hilmar Covenant! 
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Council Corner 

It’s hard to believe it is already May. We have already had some 90 degree 

weather and summer looks well on its way.  

A big thank you for everyone who helped out on Easter Sunday, I think it went 
great. The kids all enjoyed the egg hunt and the adults enjoyed watching them 

hunt for eggs. It’s always good to meet new people and see people that we haven’t 

seen in a while.  Above all, I think we did a good job celebrating the oldest and 

most important festival of the Christian Church, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Casey gave a great sermon, the Frontline team did a great job helping 
people find pews to sit in, collecting offering and assisting in many other tasks 

that Easter brings, and last but not least thank you to the worship team and 

vocalists who helped with our music ministry on that very special day.    

Council had a busy month in April. One of the things we gathered for was a make-

up Strategic Planning meeting (we postponed the original because Pastor Casey 
fell ill). At the meeting, Hilmar Covenant Church staff members and council 

members met to discuss the plans they had for their ministry in the coming year. 

It is always a great time to listen to new Ideas about things like Frontline, 

Children’s Ministries, the Children’s Center and much more. Pastor Casey spoke 

about his upcoming plans for “Community Bible Experience”, a program that is  
intended to help our congregation gather into smaller groups to read the Bible. He also talked about plans for fall launch. A 

common topic of discussion amongst the group was how to recruit more volunteers for ministry. Our children’s ministry is 

still in need of more volunteers, please contact Sarah Barton if you can serve this ministry.  

At our April council meeting, council members discussed several different items. The Children’s Center Promotion will be 

held on June 23 in the sanctuary with a small reception to follow in the family center At this time, the Center will be 
promoting all children going into Kindergarten. The Children’s Center will also be getting new parking lot  asphalt coating 

in mid-July and the stewardship team is also looking into replacing the siding on the east side of the building. At the 

Children’s Center April board meeting the board members nominated Bob Hirsch to fill the vacant board seat. His 

nomination will be presented to Hilmar Covenant Church Council for approval and then will be voted on by our 

congregation at the May 22 Congregational Meeting.   
Hilmar Covenant Council members approved amendments to several articles in our church by-laws this month; they will 

be presented to our congregation at the May 22 Congregational Business Meeting and placed on the ballot at our year-end 

Congregational business meeting. In addition, an idea was brought to the council about building a Columbarium on our 

church property. This idea will be overseen by Carolyn Ahlem -  	 	 	 	 	 (continued on page 9) 
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Hilmar Christian Children’s Center- May 2016
Happy Mother's Day to all our mothers and grandmothers! 

Preschool promotion will be on Thursday, June 23rd.  More information will be coming later.  Let us know if your child 
is going to kindergarten or TK in August. 

All intent to return forms are now due.  Getting these forms back is very important.  They insure that your child has a 
spot in the summer and fall! 

Calendar of Events 
Monday, May 30th --- Closed for Memorial Day 

Thursday, June 23rd --- Preschool Promotion 

Preschool May Objectives Include: 

Language - Literacy Objectives 
Receptive Language - Children will show evidence, during dramatic play, of comprehending other's play-frame/setting.     
Social/Emotional Language - Children will use language in conflict situations rather than using physical solutions. 
Expressive Language - Children will initiate comments to adults and peers.  Children will engage in conversation with adults and 
	 peers. 
Print Concepts, Alphabetic Principle - Children will name the letters in his/her own name. 
	 Children will differentiate between symbols that represent numbers from symbols that represent letters. 
Reading Readiness - Children will demonstrate the ability to draw conclusions or inferences about what happened or what is likely 
	 to happen, even if the story does not tell them. 
Enjoyment and Appreciation of Books and Related Activities - Children will create and/or use literacy materials in dramatic play. 
	 Children will notice and ask about environmental print. 

Cognitive Development Objectives 
Organize, Sort & Classify - Children will make more than two categories when sorting by attributes. 
Number Concepts and Counting - Children will count five to seven movable objects.  Children will count accurately to 10 and 
	 attempts to count to twenty with many "teen" errors. 
Reasoning - Children will recognize and name a penny, dime, nickel and quarter.  Children will recite orally the sequence of a 
	 routine daily schedule. 
Science Concepts - Children will have an understanding of the 5 senses. 

Creative Development Objectives 
Music - Children will follow rhythmic patterns using rhythm instruments. 

Social - Emotional Objectives 
Engagement/Interest in Learning, Emotional Tone, Attention and Organizational Behaviors - Children will appear alert and present 
	 rather than preoccupied and distant.  Children will greet teacher and other children upon arriving each day. 
Interactions with Peers and Adults and Contribution to the Classroom Community  - Children will volunteer to help other children 
	 who are in need of help.  Children will respond to adult requests for help, comply with program routine, and encourage other 
	 children to abide by the rules and follow the routine. 
Social Studies - Children will accept that classmates may be members of different ethnic groups; relates to classmates as individuals, 
	 not as ethnic group members. 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped.  My heart leaps for joy and I will 
give thanks to him in song.”  Psalm 28:7 



 

Calling # 4

Sunday Mornings in MAY at KidSPACE 
Nursery-4 year olds – Better Together! God Made Me.  “Two people are better than one. They can help each other in 
everything they do.” Ecclesiastes 4:9. This month our babies through four year olds will be exploring the question: Who 
gives you good friends? By the end of the month, they will know for sure that in fact, God gives me good friends! 

• Week 1: God gives me good friends (1 Samuel 18:1-4 – David & Jonathan) 
• Week 2: Good friends comfort each other (1 Samuel 20:3-42– David & Jonathan say goodbye) 
• Week 3: God wants friends to help each other (1 Samuel 20:14-17 – David helps Mephibosheth) 
• Week 4: God made me to praise Him (2 Samuel 6:5 – David praises God)  
• Week 5: Two people are better than one (Review of David’s Story) 

Kindergarten-5th grade –SuperSize Me!  “I have learned that secret of being content no matter what happens. I am 
content whether I am well fed or hungry. I am content whether I have more than enough or not enough.” Philippians 
4:12.  This month our K-5 kids will be exploring the idea of CONTENTMENT – deciding to be happy with what you’ve 
got. 

• Week 1: KIDS IN SERVICE FOR COMMUNION AND FAMILY SUNDAY 
• Week 2: When you focus on what you don’t have, it can make you miserable (I Kings 21:1-19 – Naboth’s 

Vineyard) 
• Week 3:  When you focus on what you used to have, you can miss what you have now (Exodus 16:2-21–

Israelites long for Egypt) 
• Week 4: When you focus on stuff, you can miss what matters (Luke 12:13-21 – The Rich Fool) 
• Week 5: When you focus on God, you don’t have to worry (Matthew 6:25-34 – Do Not Worry)  

A few things for your MAY Calendar! 

May 28th 9-11am OR May 31st 6:30-8:30pm – Mandatory VBS Volunteer Training! For new and returning volunteers 
– come see what Cave Quest is all about!! Please RSVP asap  

June 5th @ 11:15am - Orange Talks! (note the time change)  For this Orange Talk, we’ll be discussing what ORANGE 
means and how we can do it well when we work together (hint: Orange is an adjective). We’ll also share our SUMMER 
themes with you – we have one theme that runs allllll summer in each age group. Be in the know!! 

June 13th-17th – CAVE QUEST VBS!!!!   $10 Registration ENDS on May 8th! Register now before it’s $25!  
Volunteers are still needed too. 

July 1-4th – FIREWORKS BOOTH! PLEEEEEAAAASSSEEE consider giving two or more hours to this fundraiser. 
It almost completely funds our VBS, so we need you. This fundraiser takes many many hands, and to be honest, last 
year there weren’t enough. Please see Sarah or Casey if you can help. 

***We are still in need of Preschool volunteers as well as a 4-5th grade small group 
leader***  Sarah
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	 May 2016  

Hey Friends, 

What a great parents/leaders meeting we had this past month! It was attended well! If you missed 
the meeting, it was mostly an update on the year so far and info on the up & coming events. 
Please, let me know if you missed and I will fill you in. Also, don’t forget you can stay up to date 
with our Hilmar Covenant Youth Ministry Facebook group & weekly email updates. 

Our group is excited to be going to Modesto May 14th @ 1pm for Rockin Jump! The cost is $20 a 
person. We only have 25 spots and they are going fast. Bring the $20 to youth group to hold your 
spot. We will leave the church together @ 1pm and return around 5:30pm that day. If your youth is 
going, please have them eat lunch before the event. This will be a great time to connect with 
people the youth don’t normally get to connect with on Wednesday nights. It’s also a great way to 
make new friends in Jesus. 

Also, we talked yesterday in more detail about the June 18-24 Mexico Mission Trip for high 
schoolers. If you haven’t heard about it or need more info on the trip let me know. We are having a 
mandatory training for all mission trip attendees on May 21 @ 11:30am in the church. This is also 
the date of our Drive Thru BBQ Chicken fundraiser. If you are signed up for the trip please make 
this meeting a priority. Also, please support this event for our mission trip attendees. 

On Wednesday April 13th at youth group we will have a guest speaker! His name is Daniel 
Lempke. He is riding his bicycle around the entire country spreading awareness about human 
trafficking. He came to share with our youth about his walk with God and his call to ride for 
awareness. It was an exciting night! It was great to know more about what they can do to help 
spread awareness and end human trafficking. If you would like to see what Daniel is all about, here 
is a link to he website. http://www.bikethrutraffic.com/projects/ 

I’m so pumped about the ways God is moving in our youth ministry! Please, continue to keep our 
youth, leaders and parents in your prayers 
     
	 	  

PATRICk



(continued from page 5) please contact Carolyn if you would like to help with the project. Council also approved 
creating a one-time intern position that would be responsible for overseeing day to day operation of our 
Fireworks booth fundraiser. Matt Morales, our current intern, will be finishing up his internship with Hilmar 
Covenant in June and has been recommended for the position. He will receive a $500 stipend for his efforts that 
will be drawn directly from our Fireworks Fundraiser Income; therefore it will not affect our current budget.   

Please add the following dates to your calendars if you have not already- 

May 15 	 	 CBE kickoff  

May 21 	 	 Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 

May 22 	 	 Congregational Business Meeting 

I would like to say thank you one more time to all of you who serve God by helping with ministries of the church. 
We could not do the things we do without your efforts.  

God Bless, 

Rod Jorritsma 

I want to thank everyone who came out 
for our “Ladies Night Out”.  We had a 
great turn out and shared a lot of 
laughs!  I enjoyed getting to know those 
of you who came. We all agreed that 
we need to do more of this in the future.  
Monica and Sarah both shared how 
important it is for us as women to be 
able to “connect” with someone. 
Monica explain her vision of Moms & 
Mentors. We had 8 ladies show interest 
in the mentoring program. That's 
awesome!!  We also had available a 
survey, to see what other interests or 
events we could plan.  Some of the 
responses are listed below and anyone 
interested in planning one of these 
events, contact Beth in the office. Thank 
you! 

Some of the responses that you shared 
were: 
-	 Movie Night 
-	 Community Projects 
-	 Shopping trips 
-	 Crafts 
-	 Baking/cooking classes 
-	 Outside activities – biking, softball,  
-	 Camping, Field trips to the beach/
water or baseball game 
-	 More of the same kind of “Ladies’ 
Night Out” 

We are having to reschedule our 
Mother’s Day Luncheon.  There is 
another event that same day, that 
several of the ladies will be attending.  

So we decided we would reschedule for 
sometime this summer.  We are sorry for 
this inconvenience. Contact Beth in the 
office for more information.  

We would love to see us “grow 
together” in more ways…. Let’s see 
where God Leads us 

1) Life Celebrators – organize, prepare 
and serve meals for baby showers, 
funerals, potlucks etc.  If you would like 
to help, contact Susie Van Foeken or 
Marsha Barkhousen. 

2) Mommy & Me Power Play Date – 
For moms with tots & new moms with 
their little ones. Tuesdays @ 12:30. 
Monica Boehme & Sarah Barton 

3) Sunday morning refreshments – Yes, 
this is part of this ministry too! Sharon 
Clauss 

4) Bible Studies:  Joell’s Footsteps on 
Tuesday’s evenings, Ladies’ Sunday 
Morning Bible Study with Lillian Dwight  
- Joell Erlandson – Lillian Dwight 

5) Crafts at the Barn  - One Friday a 
Month - Bring what you're working on 
or just come for the fellowship. We do a 
potluck lunch. 9441 Tegner, Hilmar - 
Contact Susie Van 
Foeken 209-658-1701. 

6) Tuesday Lunch at Covenant Village, 
12:00 pm – Contact Lois Hirsch  209 
620-7722 

7) Kansas Trennial XV Women’s 
Conference– July 28-31, contact Kathy 
Ward or Teresa Wells 

8) Women’s Retreat – Sept. 16-18th @ 
Mission Springs 
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may  Birthdays
 Pam Peterson 

21 Kyle Livak 

22 Olivia Peterson 

 Clayborne Souza 

23 Lars Russell 

 Bill Ruff 

 Charles Strand 

25 Ray Raya 

26 Rosemary Jenks 

28 Collin Danbom (8) 

 Vernal Tornquist 

31 Susan Azevedo 

 Debbie Seward 

Special Anniversaries: 

6 Chris & Deanna Barnes (10) 

1 Margaret Wickstrom 

 Danny Avila   

3 Carrie Esau   

 Adrienne Satterberg   

4 Elizabeth Luis (8) 

5 Fred Honore 

6 Trent Goiburn 

 Tyler Johnson 

9 Mary Ellen Durjava 

 Sam Postma 

10 Denise Hamaguchi 

11 Ed Montague 

 Nelson Luis 

12 Carolyn Ahlem 

14 Courtney Montague 

17 Sydney Peterson (18) 

18 Steven Lundell 

20 Pat Craig 

May 2016 (Pacif ic Time)Leslie Hinds,  Hilmar Covenant Church Calendar
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HCC Staff Contacts
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22 
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The Avilas

Ca
llin

g 
# 

1

ALL-CHURCH 
PRAYER MEETING 

Calling # 1 & 2 
Wed. May 11th - 6:15 p.m. 

Let’s join together in prayer for the 
ministries of our church, the life of 
our community, and the concerns of 
the world! 

“The place you give Jesus Christ in 

your life determines the place you 

Mark Your Calendars! 

May 15 :: CBE Kickoff 

May 21 :: Mexico Fundraiser 

May 22 :: Congregational Meeting 

July 28-30, 2016 :: Women’s Triennial  
in Kansas City, MO

FRONTLINE

Rev. Casey Barton, PhD 
Senior Pastor 
cbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

Dan Johnson 
Associate Pastor 
djohnson@hilmarcovenant.org

Patrick Andrus 
Youth & Worship Pastor 
patrick@hilmarcovenant.org

Sarah Barton 
Children’s Ministry Director 
sbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

Lynn Lea 
Children’s Center Director 
mslynn@hilmarcovenant.org

Beth Walker 
Office Manager 
bwalker@hilmarcovenant.org

Leslie Hinds 
Administrative Assistant 
lhinds@hilmarcovenant.org

Dates to Remember

Hilmar Helping Hands 
Calling # 2 & 3 

Communion Sunday is May 1st. Bring 
your canned food, dry goods, and 
personal hygiene items for HHH that 
day.  Put your donations in the gray 
containers by the doors in the 
Sanctuary. 

Turlock Gospel Mission 
Feeding the Homeless 

Calling # 3 & 5 
Wednesday May 18th - Be part of 
this important outreach ministry! 
Call Marilyn Fullmer (604-1689) to 
help cook, serve the food, clean 
up, etc. We feed the TGM 
homeless on the third Wednesday 
of the month. 
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May Financial 
Update 

Budget per wk:  $12,217 
Avg. Offering per wk.:  $10,227 

Budget YTD:  $207,689 
Offering YTD:  $180,157 

Ahead (Behind):  ($27,532) 

Avg. Attendance:   167
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(continued from front cover) I love it because I love Christ's church.  

Recently I went to get my hair cut. The woman cutting my hair asked me what I do. I told her that I'm a pastor. She asked me: "Isn't 

that difficult? I mean, isn't it hard when people get petty and argue and get mad at you?" I was sad for her that that was her 

experience and expectation of the church. And I told her: "As a pastor, there is no doubt that I see people at their worst. And, we 

all reach our worst. But, I also get to see people, often the same people, at their absolute best, and most generous, most loving, 

most caring. And the wonderful thing about the church is that we all come together and love one another when we are at our worst, 

and when we are at our best. Because that's how Jesus loves us."  

And I do love the church. At its worst, and at its best. Because I know that Jesus loves me at my worst, and at my best. I love the 

church, even when the pastor sees too many movies and seems to talk more about The Avenqers than about the real hero, Jesus. I 

love the church when we have to fill out paperwork to change a lightbulb. I love the church when pastors have tattoos, and when 

we all have trouble interpreting the difference between what God is really saying and what I want him to say.  

As I told you last Fall, in one of those weird sermons: The church is where God meets God's people to grow God's people together. 

And I'm thankful to God that he does.  

Pastor Casey


