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NEWS
MAY 2018

Mission Trip - Houston, Texas

Calling #3

Join us as we travel to Houston, Texas, to help those who
were effected by Hurricane Harvey. We will be rebuilding
homes in the Houston areas that were damaged with the
2017’s flooding during the hurricane. Please contact Wade
Fullmer or Andrew Postma for more information.

Hilmar Helping Hands - Donations
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Calling #2, #3

6th!

Communion Sunday is May
Bring your canned food, dry goods, and personal hygiene items for
HHH and put your donations in the gray containers by the doors in the Sanctuary. Thanks.

Pray Page Alert!!

Calling #2

If you want your friends and loved ones on the “Long Term Prayer List please contact Beth in the office
(668-0400).
Non-Profit Organization
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Permit No. 4
Hilmar, CA 95324

ALL-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING

Calling #1, #2

MAY 9TH - 6:15pm - SANCTUARY
Lots of ministry things are coming up as summer approaches: “Global 6K for Water” event, VBS, CHIC,
and a mission trip to France. Plus the hiring of a new music/worship person. Come and pray!!

newsletter

“The place you give Jesus Christ in your life determines the place you give prayer.” (Ruth Paxon)

Turlock Gospel Mission

Calling #3

”Feed the Homeless”
3rd Wednesday EVERY MONTH
Can you help provide a meal for the homeless? We need someone to volunteer for the May meal,
and beyond! Just gather a few friends, put together a simple menu, and cook the food! Contact
Annette Diliberto 209-968-0696 to sign up for a meal. Thanks Hilmar Covenant!

FRIENDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

Calling #1

Eleven people are on this visitation ministry team. If you would like a visit, or know of someone who
would appreciate personal contact from our church, please call Pastor Dan (668-0400) so we can
serve your better! Also, if someone would like the Sacrament of Communion, tell Dan so he can share
it with them.

HCC CALENDAR
MONDAY

Sundays
8:30 am

Barton’s
Bible Study

9:00 am

Waterson’s
Bible Study

10:00 am Worship/KidSpace

MISSION TRIP 2018: LYON, FRANCE
August 24-September 3 – $900 + Airfare
Calling #3

WE NEED TO FINALIZE THE TEAM BY MAY 15!

Sign up with Dan

6:30 pm

HCHS Youth

7:00 pm

Waterson’s (home)
Bible Study

8:30 pm

Iglesia Basketball

•
•
•

Ministry preparation each morning 9:30 a.m.-Noon
English classes 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Evenings to see the city, eat out, attend free concerts, connect with refugees at events, etc

AEROBICS
Waterson’s Volleyball
Men’s Basketball
Joell’s Footsteps

6:00 am

Men’s Community Bible
Study @ Hot Rod’s
9:45 am Staff Meeting
10:00 am Power Play
5:15 pm Handbell Practice
7:30 pm Iglesia Basketball

WEDNESDAY
8:00 am
8:30 am
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:15 pm

THURSDAY

5:15 pm Men’s Basketball
FIKA
7:00 pm Waterson’s Volleyball
AEROBICS
Prayer Meeting
OFFICE HOURS:
Middle School Youth Group
TUESDAY
- FRIDAY 9 - 5
Choir Practice

FRIDAY

Special Events:
May 1

“Nine days in Lyon with a focus on our ministry. English teaching and conversation is the best way to
interact with refugees and asylum seekers (and French as well). Through the English class we will
organize picnics in the park, games and other activities. If John Kerl is here, we can do a day on
Protestantism in France with a guided tour of Lyon. There will be opportunities for a few women to go
out with Adrienne to prayer walk in areas where they meet women who are in prostitution. Worshipping
in our local French church and visiting the International church or Anglican church for English worship.

8:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

TUESDAY

8:30 am AEROBICS
8:00 pm Iglesia Basketball

CHIC - Fundraiser 5-9 pm.
@ Pizza Plus

May 13 Mother’s Day
May 19 World Vision 6K for Water

SENIOR BROWN BAG
2nd & 4th Tuesday

Check us out on
Social Media

May 28 Memorial Day

Facebook: Hilmar Covenant Church

May 29 High School Baccalaureate

Instagram: hilmar_cov

May 30 Middle School Graduation
May 31 High School Graduation

@ Hilmar Covenant

Website: hilmarcovenant.org
Youtube: Hilmar Covenant Church

USDA - 4th Tuesday
ALL CHURCH PRAYER
6:15pm - 2nd Wednesday
STEWARDSHIP MEETING
6am - 3rd Wednesday
TILT - 3rd Wednesday
COUNCIL MEETING
6:30 pm - 2nd Thursday
HCCC BOARD MEETING
6 pm - 3rd Thursday

Wonderfully Made : An Invitation
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Margaret Wickstrom
Danny Avila
Carrie Esau
Adrienne Satterberg
Fred Honore
Trent Goiburn
Tyler Johnson
Mary Ellen Durjava
Sam Postma
Denise Hamaguchi
Ed Montague
Carolyn Ahlem
Courtney Montague
Sydney Peterson

20 Pat Craig
Pam Peterson
21 Kyle Livak
22 Olivia Peterson
Clayborne Souza
Paul Melgard
23 Lars Russell
Charles Strand
25 Ray Raya
26 Rosemary Jenks
28 Collin Danbom
Vernal Tornquist
31 Susan Azevedo
Debbie Seward

HILMAR COVENANT CHURCH
STAFF CONTACT INFO

5

Keith & Chris Waterson

6

Denis & Cindi Anson
Chris & Deanna Barnes

8

Grant & Melissa Ahlem

12 Rod & Juliet Nylund
14 Art & Laurie DeRooy
22 Sam & Cindy Postma
25 Dennis & Stephanie Smith
30 Theo & Kyndria Wilson

One of the best things for me about our Status meetings over the past months has simply
been being together, and hearing one another. I really appreciated hearing the stories of
people's baptisms, feeling closer and more connected in our commonality in Jesus Christ.
I've loved hearing the things that touch people's hearts and inspire growth in Christ. I've
also heard and really taken seriously some of the things that people are longing for in our
church. I've heard you - our Renew Team has heard you - our Council has heard you, and
we're in the process of taking action.
Something that I've heard loud and clear at Status is that the church needs to fill in some
areas of ministry. And, complementary to that, the church needs all of you in order to fill
in those areas of work in our community and our world. I've heard you say that you want
to serve in the church. Yet, for you all to feel comfortable and useful for God's Kingdom,
you've expressed the desire to figure out how God has made you to fit and function in his
story. In short - we all have this desire to know ourselves, and to know how God wants to
use us.
And so, I want to take a minute to invite you to one initiative coming directly out of our
observations at Status. In March we talked a lot about Spiritual Gifts, and finding our
place within the church. We are all made to play our part in the body of Christ, and the
first step in that is figuring out what part we're made to play. That's where Wonderfully
Made comes in.
On 2 Saturdays in May, coming up quick, we will be exploring how God has made us.
The first part, on May 5, will be an invitation to explore how God has shaped us and our
personalities, and to see how he has made us for relationship with one another. Then,
from this starting point, on May 12, we will take some focused time to explore our own
spiritual gifts - the unique ways in which God has made us to bless his world.
Both of these Saturdays are important, as one builds upon the other. We will meet in the
morning - 830-1230, and will provide a light breakfast, lots of coffee, and snacks. Also there will be childcare for those who need it. There's no cost to these discipleship events.
However, we do need to get a sense of who will be coming, so please contact me (text:
209.481.3581), or call the church office (209.668.0400), to let us know.
This is something that we as a community of God's people have asked for. So, I'm asking
you to make it a priority if you are able.
The Psalmist has told us that we are made fearfully and wonderfully by God. Let's take
some time to reflect on what that means, and how God loves us and sends us into his
world.

Pastor Casey

PRAYER, PRAISE, AND PETITION PAGE • MAY 2018 • Calling #2

“WORLD VISION GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER”
in partnership with Covenant Kids Congo
Saturday, May 19th – 8:30 a.m.

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Phil. 4:6
Calling #3

PRAISES: Easter Worship! – Confirmation Sunday/12 students! – “Celebration of Life” services for Bill Ruff, Jan Nash, and
Teresa’s mom, Coma – new worship attenders.
PRAY FOR THE STAFF AND CHURCH COUNCIL: Pray for Casey, Dan, Theo, Beth, Sarah, Ashley, Leslie (Children’s
Center!), Carolyn Ahlem, Melissa Ahlem, Mike Boehme, Carolyn Brown, Chris Collier, Megan McNeal, Ed Montague, Pat Sparks,
Dale Wickstrom (chair). Pray for Miss Lynn as she deals with side effects from treatments.
PRAY FOR OUR HILMAR COMMUNITY: : For Hilmar churches, pastors, and our fellow Christians; for Hilmar
Christian Children’s Center; Hilmar Helping Hands (Vicki Humble); Merced County Rescue Mission (Pastor Bruce); Turlock Gospel
Mission (Christian Curby); new Character Coaches (Dan, Theo); Hilmar Unified School District. Pray for the “World Vision Global 6K
for Water” coming May 19th – and that 500 people in our community will run/walk/jog/push strollers for clean water in Congo!
PRAY FOR MISSIONS: For our missionaries: Don and Lillian Dwight; Roy and Aleta Danforth; Ken and Adrienne Satterberg;
Todd & Carrie Minturn (Christian Formation & Direction Ministries) in Fresno; Harvey (Linda) Lundquist in Alaska; Paul and Sheryl
Noren in Congo. Pray for our sister church, Iglesia Bautista-Bethel in Tijuana. Pray about the mission trip to France in August.
PRAY FOR OUR STATE AND NATION: Pray for those recovering from the natural disasters we have been through this
past year. Pray for those affected by tragedies: school shootings in Florida and Maryland, others affected by gun violence, and
random events (ex. pedestrian bridge collapse in Florida). Pray for President Trump, his advisors, and the continuing divisions
over many issues that are present in our nation. Pray about the issue of sexual harassment that we now clearly realize has been a
pervasive evil throughout our nation for many years. Pray for our congressional leaders; for an end to the partisanship and
blaming. Pray for peace and racial righteousness in our nation and for the refugee “situation” – in ALL its complexity! Pray for
just and compassionate solutions to immigration reform, including the young Americans affected by the DACA decison. This issue
has deep implications for many in our Covenant churches. Pray for the poor, who are most vulnerable.
PRAY FOR THE WORLD: Continue to pray for all those recovering from floods, hurricanes, fires, earthquakes, and
mudslides. Pray about the meeting between North Korea and the U.S.-that a positive outcome will result. Pray about the tragedies
of the Syrian and South Sudanese civil wars and the famine hitting countries in Africa and Yemen. Pray for the difficult refugee
situation that continues in Europe. Praise God that ISIS has been seriously marginalized; pray that other terrorist groups will be
thwarted too. Pray for the continuing tension between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, and ongoing Jewish/Palestinian issues. Pray-and work--for justice in addressing issues like human trafficking (“Ponics Project”/Daniel Lemke; “New Day for Children”), famine
and hunger (Fred Jordan Mission), immigration, and refugees. Pray for people who live in fear because of political, religious, and
societal persecution, especially for our Christian brothers and sisters who suffer because of their commitment to Christ. Pray for
Muslims around the world as they celebrate Ramadan; that Jesus would draw more and more Muslims to Himself. Pray for our
“enemies!” (Matt. 5:44) That somehow they will meet Jesus and be transformed in their thinking, attitudes, and behavior.
PRAY FOR OUR ‘“PEN PALS” IN PRISON: Jason Lundquist, Brian Garrett.

Over 1000 sites across the nation are hosting this event - and ours is “CKC. Hilmar!” Sign up as a
family, with your co-workers, neighbors, club members - you can walk, jog, skip, sprint, push a
stroller - whatever it takes to participate.
Sign up soon on our Hilmar race website: www.TeamWorldVision.org/team/CKCHilmar
$50 for adults/$25 for youth under 18. Sign up sponsors and increase your impact - our Hilmar
goal is $50,000! Invite friends and family to race (strollers with babies welcome).
We are also offering a simple 1 kilometer event for the youngest and oldest among us. Just show
up and sign up the day of the race and make a donation to World Vision.

Pray for those who are unable to worship with us.
Pray for our church family serving in the military at home and overseas: J.R. Dane (Marge Pack’s

grandson), Brian and Amy Johnson (Tyler Johnson’s brother and sister-in-law), Josh Rodriguez, Trevor Stevens (Bev
Strom-Wenstrands’s grandson), Shelby Walters (daughter of Bob and Laurie Walters).

Hilmar Christian Children Center
Week of the Young Child
April 16-20

Long Term Prayer Concerns. Bill Ahlem, Eliza Alves, Joe Bello, Betty Dolling (Gwen’s sister), Matteo Geraldini (friend of
the DeRooys’), Cricket Higginson (Ed Montague’s sister), Peter Hildebrand (Andy Hildebrand’s brother) Anita Johnson (Dan
Johnson’s sister-in-law), Cynthia Johnson, Anna Keevy, Lynn Lea, Anna Medak, Connie Medak, Phyllis Peterson, Cindy Postma,
Melanie Shackelford, Tara Wells (Tom & Teresa Wells’ daughter)
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE (668-0400) IF YOU WANT YOUR LONG TERM PRAYER REQUEST TO CONTINUE IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. Also, please

let us know the status of the person(s) for whom you are requesting prayer. Thanks!

_________________________________________________________________________

“30 DAYS OF PRAYER FOR THE MUSLM WORLD”
May 15 - June 14
Calling #2. #3

Join with Christians around the world to pray on
behalf of Muslims everywhere during their holy
month of Ramadan. “We are in the midst of the
greatest turning of Muslims to Christ in 14 centuries
of Muslim Christian interaction.”
Learn about Islam, predominantly Muslim countries,
the varieties of Muslim l life and experiences - all
while praying that Jesus would draw more and more
Muslims to Himself. Pick up a prayer guide at the
Missions display.

Covenant Women,
We would like to express our heartfelt
gratitude and thanks for al the you did
f o r o u r d a d a n d g ra n d p a . We

Our character trait focus for May is GENEROSITY. Our memory
verse is, “whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and
He will repay him for his deed.” Prov. 19:17

appreciate all of your effort and hard
work.
All our love,
Bill Ruff’s Family

Dear Church Family,
I am very grateful for such a wonderful
caring group of God’s Children.
Sending the beautiful flower
arrangement was so kind and
comforting. I also appreciated all the
cards and prayers.
Thank you so much,
Teresa Wells

Dates to Remember this Spring!!
VBS - Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus!
Join us for our 6th annual VBS
June 11-15th!
For more information on volunteering or
registering your kids, please visit
hilmarcovenant.org

Calling 4

Sunday Mornings This Spring!
Once again, spring has almost complete skipped us and we have been launched into the warm
weather of summer. Summer break is just around the corner and the weather isn’t the only thing
heating up! With VBS looming in the near future, along with Summer break, we continue to teach our
kiddos about the love Jesus has for them and the numerous ways He shows it!

Nursery-4 year olds – Jesus goes to Heaven
“We wait for Jesus to come again” 1 Phillippians 6:7

Jesus has died, risen and is now rising to heaven to prepare a home for us! What an amazing
promise that you are never to young to learn about. I can’t imagine what a wonderful sight it
would have been to have seen Jesus rising into the clouds, knowing that we would one day
see Him in all His glory — just wow.
But the best thing, when He rose to heaven, He didn’t leave us alone. He sent the Holy Spirit
to help us when needed, to give us guidance and to remind us of the many promises,
including the one of seeing Jesus in heaven one day. What a great thing to look forward to!
________________________________________________________________

Council News - May 2018
April’s Council meeting focused mainly on two topics - a report from the new Renew Team about
worship and Pastor Casey’s annual performance review. Renew member, Andrew Postma, came to
the meeting to report on the work they ave been doing on what worship could look like once Pastor
Dan semi retires. They came up with weekly job tasks for a part time worship leader and also for a
full time leader. Looking into the future, they also listed some long term tasks that a full time
worship leader could become responsible for.
After the Renew report was given, Andrew and Casey left, so the council members could share with
each other their Performance Review Supervisor Worksheets which they had been given to fill out in
March. Everyone had a chance to share and then the worksheets were handed over to Dale for him to
use when he and Pastor Casey meet.
I love when May rolls around because it reminds us that VBS is just around the corner. The theme
this year is “Shipwrecked”, and it sure looks like a lot of fun. We are expecting around 130 children.
Of course, many volunteers in many different areas will be needed. Please think of what you can do!
Two other areas of service are planned for this summer. The first is the trip to Houston, Texas to help
the recovery effort there, which continues so many months after the hurricane and subsequent
flooding. What a great way to help others! The second mission opportunity is to accompany Dan
Johnson to Lyon, France to work with the Satterbergs, Covenant missionaries who minister to
refugees and immigrants living there. One of their outreach efforts is to offer English classes for
those wishing to learn the language, and that is one of the tasks we will be engaged in while we are
there. What great fun - and we will be able to get to know this beautiful city with its very rich
history! I hope you will consider joining us!

Chris Collier, Council Member

Kindergarten-5th grade – Source Code - Untangle The Wen
“Anyone who lives without blame walks safely.
But anyone who takes a crooked path will get caught.” Proverbs 10:9 NIrV

This month the kids will be learning about HONESTY.
HONESTY is choosing to be Truthful in whatever you say or do.
Honesty is an important virtue we can all use a dose of every once in a while, which is a great
reason why these kids should be learning about it while they are still young! This is a struggle
they will have to fight for most of their life, though we pray that that is not the case! We pray
that by teaching them now what honesty is and by showing them the harm we could cause to
everyone around us, especially our loved ones, when we aren’t honesty, that they will learn
the importance of being honest.

APRIL FINANCIAL UPDATE
Giving: Weekly budget: $11,883;
Avg. Offering per wk: $10,377
Budget YTD: $202,011
YTD giving: $159,650 (-$42,361)
Last Month’s Avg. Weekly
Attendance: 201 (KS 40)
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Register online or stop by the office and pick up your registration forms.
Volunteers are needed, contact either:
Ashley: ashley@hilmarcovenant .org
or Sarah: sbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE ::
GETTING TO KNOW HOW GOD’S MADE US, IN 2 PARTS
Have you ever wondered how God has built you to relate to those around you, in relationships and in
service to his Kingdom? That what we’ll seek to answer in this 2 part discipleship experiment.
May 5: We welcome Lori Carlson, who will teach us to understand ourselves through the lens of the
Enneagram, understanding more fully how God uniquely created us and how our personalities
impact our relationships.
May 12: Pastor Casey will teach on our Spiritual gifts, how we can identify how God has gifted us,
and how we can use those gifts to serve God, and neighbor.
Both classes will go 830am - 1230pm, and include light breakfast in the morning, plus all the coffee
you can drink. Childcare will be provided! There is no cost to this event, but it is important to RSVP to
Beth in the church office: beth@hilmarcovenant.org or 209.668.0400. Have questions? Text or call or
email Pastor Casey: 209.481.3581, cbarton@hilmarcovenant.org

Hilmar Covenant Church
is a family of God’s patchwork people rooted in loving God,
Listening for God’s voice, and serving God’s world.
This is who God has made us, so He calls us to:
1. Come together seeking healthy rela<onships and welcoming others into the family.
2. Engage in a Biblical discipleship that comes to life in the mul<-faceted expressions of our
faith.
3. Befriend our neighbors, serving them both near and far.
4. Love children and youth by ﬁnding them where they are, caring holis<cally for them and
their families.
5. Expand God’s Kingdom through the generous giving of ourselves to his calling.

SUMMER DATES
June 3rd

welcome new freshmen into Rooted High School

June 6th

welcome new 6th graders into Rooted Middle School

June 11th-15th help serve at Vacation Bible School

Calling #4

June 19th

CHIC team meeting, 6:30-8:30 at church

June 20th

first youth group pool party of the summer, location TBS
(for both RMS & RHS)

June 26th

CHIC team meeting, 6:30-8:30 at church

UPCOMING CHIC FUNDRAISERS
May 1st - fundraiser dinner and bake sale at Pizza Plus
June 30th - Chicken BBQ fundraiser. Mark you calendar, all hands-on-deck for this event!

June 27th

Youth group pool party, location TBS (for both RMS & RHS)

June 30th

CHIC BBQ Fundraiser at HCC

July 3rd

CHIC team meeting, 6:30-8:30 at church

PROMOTION TIME!
We’re getting close to the end of the school year, which means it’s almost time for student
promotions! Current 8th graders, you’ll be joining the High School group on Sunday, June 3rd.
Current 5th graders, you’ll be joining the Middle School group on Wednesday, June 6th!

July 11th

Youth group pool party, location TBS (for both RMS & RHS)

HIGH SCHOOL GROUP
Rooted High School meets Sunday nights fro 6:30-8 at the home of Woody & Ellie Jorritsma.
Our Bible study series is more of “The Me I Want to Be” series.
On May 20th we’ll be meeting at Theo & Kyndria’s and having an end of the year celebration and
BBQ.
On May 27th we’ll be taking a trip to the movies (time is TBA).

July 13th-20th Rooted H.S. trip to CHIC (travel time included)

Tuesday, May 1st
5 to 9 pm

MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP
Rooted Middle School meets Wednesday nights from 6:30-8 in the youth room. Our May Bible
study series will be on the importance and need for water worldwide as we prepare for Hilmar’s
Global 6K Run for Water on May 19th.
Our end of the year celebration will be on May 23rd.
Note: TMS will not be meeting on May 30th.
FACEBOOK 7 WEEKLY EMAILS
Do you follow the youth group page of Facebook? If not, head over to
www.facebook.com/rootedyouthhilmarcov/ and “like” it today!
And to sign up for our weekly email announcements and updates, of to
http://eepurl.com/c_Moq1 and fill out the brief form!

Come & support Hilmar Covenant “Rooted Youth Ministries”
by joining us at Pizza Plus in Hilmar

Eat pizza & support our students going to

