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Outdoor Hike  
& Bike Club  

2019 Season :: 
 Part 1 

June 23 - 26 
Meadow View @ 

Pinecrest 

Contact church office to sign up 
& check different rate options.

For more info contact: ashley@hilmarcovenant.org

June 17 - 21 
9am - 12pm

Congratulations 
to our Graduates!!

Middle School 
Hudson Azevedo 

Ethan Lawler 

Anthony Scheer 
Parker Wilson 

Gennesis Vargas - 

Charter School 

High School 

Lauren Labrouche 

Timothey Lightfoot 

Stanislaus State University 
Hollie Tinley
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IT’S SUMMERTIME! 
So	our	summer	schedule	looks	VERY	different	from	our	fall/winter/spring	schedule!	

Here	are	the	important	dates	to	know!	
June	2nd		 Rooted	High	School	end-of-year	celebration!	
June	3rd		 Hilmar	High	School	Baccalaureate	
June	5th		 Hilmar	Middle	School	Graduation	-	no	Rooted	M.S.	this	evening	
June	6th		 Hilmar	High	School	Graduation	
June	9th		 Rooted	High	School	-	first	week	with	newly	promoted	9th	graders!	
June	12th	 Rooted	Middle	School	-	first	week	with	newly	promoted	6th	graders!	
June	17th-21st	 Volunteering	with	ROAR!	Vacation	Bible	School	
June	23rd-21st	 Hilmar	Covenant	Family	Camp	at	Meadow	View	at	Pinecrest	
(there	are	no	scheduled	youth	group	activities	during	Vacation	Bible	School	and	Family	Camp)	

As	you	can	see,	after	June	9th	our	Sunday	evening	Rooted	High	School	takes	its	summer	break,	and	after	June	
12th	our	normally	scheduled		Rooted	Middle	School	group	on	Wednesday	nights	will	be	taking	their	break.	

In	place	of	normally	scheduled	youth	group	over	the	summer,	we	have…	

POOL	PARTIES	
Summertime	in	Hilmar	means	pool	party	time!	During	the	summer	months,	Rooted	Middle	School	and	High	
School	combine	to	meet	on	Wednesday	nights	in	various	church	homes	who	just	so	happen	to	have	swimming	
pools	(what	a	coincidence!).	

SOME	OTHER	SUMMER	DATES	
July	14th	-	20th	 Rooted	MS	at	Frontier	Ranch	summer	camp.	
July	15th	-	28th	 Pastor	Theo	&	family	are	on	vacation.	

EVER	THOUGHT	ABOUT	IMPACTING	ANOTHER	LIFE?	
You	may	look	at	yourself	and	think,	“There’s	no	way	I	could	be	a	youth	leader.”	But	being	a	youth	volunteer	is	a	
sure-fire	way	to	impact	someone	else’s	life.	Just	being	present	on	a	consistent	basis	is	a	blessing	to	students	and	
adult	volunteer	leaders.	With	higher	attendance	in	recent	months,	we’re	looking	for	people	who	fit	any	kind	of	
youth	ministry	leader	characteristic:	a	good	listener,	someone	who	likes	to	play	games,	someone	who	is	musical,	
etc.	Youth	leaders	come	in	many	different	forms.	Ever	thought	about	it?	See	Pastor	Theo	ASAP!	

Updates from Brittany…. 
I have now been here at Hilmar Covenant Church for 5 full months. It’s hard to believe that much time 
has come and gone already! As a whole, the experience has been amazing and life-changing. I honestly 
had no idea what to truly expect when I answered the call and left everyone I knew behind on the East 
Coast.  

I had a small taste of the culture here at HCC, but there was a part of me that was worried everyone was 
so nice and welcoming at first, but that it would change once I got settled here. But that hasn’t been the 
case. All of you here at HCC have such open hearts and friendly acceptance. We might not always agree 
on everything, but we haven’t allowed our differences to separate us. 

As we move forward with the Worship Center and with our areas of Connections, my prayer is that we 
remain united. God calls his church to unity. We are here to serve, worship, and glorify God in all that we 
do!  

Here are some updates for our different ministries… 

Worship Center: Our Bell Choir and Choir are currently on their summer break. We are blessed to have 
them here at the church and I am grateful for their dedication. The Worship Team has continued to grow; 
if not in numbers, then in each member’s own personal talents. We do not expect perfection; just willing 
hearts to serve our Father in spirit and in truth! 

Barbara Strom Foundation: We currently have 4 middle school students taking private lessons and 
leading worship at youth group once a month. There is also a team working to expand how we can 
disciple those in our community through music. 

Frontline: We have a large group of people who are dedicated to making the Sunday morning experience 
amazing for our current members as well as those who are new to the church. Over the next few months, 
we hope to show our appreciation and provide training for those involved in this ministry.  

Small Groups: Currently, I know we have several Small Groups that meet regularly and have good turn-
outs. We plan to launch new groups sometime this fall, widening those we reach, and providing greater 
opportunities for all in our church to deepen their relationships with God and neighbor. 

~*~*~*~*~ 

On a personal note, God has been working mightily in my life. First, God has surrounded me with many 
who follow him closely and remind me that I am not alone, though my blood family is far away. God also 
granted me with an opportunity to record a song and reach many people. “Take This Cup” was a song 
God laid on my heart several years ago when I was driving down the road, and I was never able to forget 
the melody. God has gifted me with a heart of worship and it is amazing to share that with other people. 
If you have not heard it yet, it is available on iTunes, Spotify, YouTube, Apple Music, and many other 
platforms as well. And finally, God has given me the gift of growth here at HCC! I have learned so much 
in the five months I have been here. The lessons haven’t always been easy, but they’ve been well worth 
the effort!    Thank you for all you have done to encourage and support me here at HCC! 



ANNIVERSARIES….. 
9	 Richard & Christina Sargis 
11	 David & Kathy Ward 
12	 Gary & Denis Hamaguchi 
13	 Earl & Margie Tagge 
14	 Tim & Jan Jones 
16	 Vern & Mary Wickstrom 
	 Leif & Denis Bergman 
19	 Paul & Connie Medal 
20	 Michael & Diana McCullough 
21	 John & Margaret Labno 
23	 Roy & Aleta Danforth 
25	 Andy & Monica Danbom 
27	 Frank & Mary Ellen Durjava 
28	 Lyrad & Stephanie Souza  

1	 Linda Lundquist 
3	 Woody Jorritsma 
4	 Brad Nyman 
7	 Bob Live 
9	 Marilyn Fullmer 
11	 Wyatt Lundell 
13	 Dan Johnson 
15	 Brett Honore 
	 Denise Bergman 
	 Cara Strom 

20	 Krista Johnson Norris 
22	 Wes Peterson 
	 Abby Schaffer 
23	 Keziah Brigham 
24	 Grant Ahlem 
25	 Karen Souza 
	 Andrew Postma 
26	 Theo Barton 
27	 Pat Sparks 
30	 Autumn Joy Postma 

FRIENDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM                  
Eleven people are on this visitation ministry 
team. If you would like a visit, or know of 
someone who would appreciate personal 
contact from our church, please call the church 
office (209 668-0400) so we can serve you 
better! If you would like the Sacrament of 
Communion, please contact the church office. 

PRAYER TEAM                                          
“Prayer Team” is looking for more new 
participants. Be a part of this important 
ministry, together with a prayer partner or 
alone. Call the church office for more 
information. (209 668-0400) 

HILMAR HELPING HANDS - Donations 

Communion Sunday is May 5th! Bring your 
canned food, dry goods, and personal hygiene 
items for HHH and put your donations in the 
gray containers by the doors in the Sanctuary. 
Thanks. 

ALL-CHURCH PRAYER MEETING        
Wednesday, May 8th - 6:15pm - Sanctuary  

Come and join together, seeking God’s way 
forward, as we enter this new year. 

“The place you give Jesus Christ in your life 
determines the place you give prayer” (Ruth Paxon) 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, 
flowers and kind words following the 
recent passing of my mother. 

Mom was a very special lady, a 
woman of faith, and a wonderful mom 
who was beautiful inside and out. We 
are comforted knowing she is enjoying 
her eternal reward. Thank you all for 
your thoughtfulness. 

Ellie Jorritsma & Family

MEDICAL	RELEASE	FORMS	
With	a	new	ministry	year	comes	the	need	for	new	medical	release	forms	to	be	filled	out.	It’s	one	of	those	
necessary	things	that	Pastor	Theo	hopes	he	never	has	to	use.	He	will	be	passing	them	out	to	families	with	
instructions	very	soon!	

SOCIAL	MEDIA	
Are	you	on	Instagram?	Follow	Rooted	Youth	@rootedyouthhilmarcov	
Are	you	on	Facebook?	Like	Rooted	Youth	at	www.facebook.com/rootedyouthhilmarcov/	

WEEKLY	EMAILS	
Except	for	in	extreme	cases	(like	vacations),	a	weekly	parents	email	is	sent	out	every	Tuesday.	Want	to	get	it?	It’s	
simple.	All	you	have	to	do	is	go	to	ppt://eepurl.com/c_Moq1	and	fill	out	the	brief	form!	

Rooted Middle School group has been setting high 
attendance marks in May, averaging 20 students a 

Rooted HiGH School member 
finishing up at this year’s Global 6k 

   WESTSIDE FITNESS 

JUNE 3rd - AUGUST 1st 

Mondays & Wednesdays 6-5 am 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:45-9:45 am 
NO BOOTCAMP June 18th & 20th 

July 4th, 9th, 11th & 22nd-25th 
16 classes $110, 11 classes $75 or $8 drop in

   OUTDOORS 
   Hilmar Covenant 

  Church

To sign up contact: 

Chandra 

209-620-4825
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Dear Hilmar Covenant Church, 

Thank you for your generous giving, 
prayers and support for the people of 
Congo. 

 In His Name, Paul Carlson Partnership 

“The fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being patient, kind and good.  

It is being faithful and gentle and having control of oneself.”  

Galatians 5:22-23a, NIrV 

God created us in His image, and He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to show us the way to live. He also 
knew we would need help; that’s why He sent 
us the Holy Spirit.  Every month, kids discover 

something about God’s character. We call those 
Life- Apps. And this summer we’re discovering 

how several of these Life-Apps show up 
specifically in what the Apostle Paul calls the 

fruit of the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a. Paul wrote a letter to a 
church that was struggling with putting love into 
action. God gave us the ultimate example of 
love when Jesus lived a perfect life and died on 
the cross for us. God’s love for us can motivate 
us to show love to others. Bottom Line: Love 
others because God loves you. 

Acts 5: 17-42 The disciples faced trouble when 
spreading the message of Jesus, but the Holy 
Spirit helped them find joy, even when it was 
difficult. From not making the team to struggling 
in a class at school, kids struggle with what it 
means to have joy when life is hard. We pray 
they start to discover that God can help them 
choose joy. Choose joy no matter what’s going 
on. 

Matthew 6:26 Jesus reminds us not to worry. If 
God cares for the flowers of the field, God will 
definitely care for each of us.  A disruption in 
schedule, expectations or an argument with 

control. We hope that as kids learn how much 
God cares for them, they’ll discover peace. You 
can have peace because God is in control. 

Luke 2:22-35 God promised Simeon that he 
would live to see the Messiah. He must have been 
so excited when he saw Jesus! From waiting in 
line to sitting in construction traffic on your way 
to vacation, we pray that kids will start with prayer 
and ask God for help. God can give us patience in 
any situation! When you need to wait, ask God 
for patience. 

Luke 10:25-37 Through the story of The Good 
Samaritan, Jesus changed how we should look at 
showing kindness to others. Kindness isn’t just for 
people we know or like, but it’s for everyone we 
meet. Everyone is someone who God loves. We 
pray that our kids start to realize that everyone 
deserves kindness. Be kind to everyone. 

Beginning To End : Moving Through The Middle 

We're back at it – back to our Sunday morning exploration of God's Word from beginning to 
end. A while back we started in Genesis, telling the beginning of God's Story with us. We 
moved through that story, the creation, the fall, Cain and Abel, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, and all the rest of those first carriers of the Covenant of God. We 
followed our people in to slavery, and out again as God led them out of Egypt in the Exodus. 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy chronicled our people's wandering through the desert 
and the giving of God's Law. Joshua led the people into the land, the people failed to follow 
God completely, and in the era of Judges our ancestors fell into the darkest of human depravity. 
Ruth, however, was a pinpoint of light showing that God was at work, even while the people 
cared very little. 

Now we continue the story into First and Second Samuel. 

Through the whole of the story we have seen and we will see that God's people vacillate like a 
sound wave between faithfulness and selfishness. Through the records called Samuel this 
pattern will continue. The people who have a history of God will take their eyes off of God and 
ask to be like the nations around them. They will ask for a king. God will reiterate that he is 
their king. And yet, the people persist in wiggling away from God, and God gives them to their 
desires. The people in the middle of the story are given what they want. A king. 

1 and 2 Samuel is one account of how this endeavor went. It begins with people's ears being 
shut to the voice of God and the people being convinced that he wasn't speaking to begin with. 
God's voice comes through loud and clear once again through the prophet Samuel. He's called 
as a boy and serves God throughout his life. The first king the people call, Saul, turns out to be 
a dud. The second, who God himself chooses, turns out to be faithful and sinful…all at the 
same time. In other words, a somewhat normal follower of God (we're all a mixed bag of 
faithfulness and selfishness, like David). The books of Samuel chronicle what happens when 
God's people wander far from God. And they chronicle what happens when they remain 
faithful. And maybe more than anything else, they display the faithfulness of God to his word. 

Over several weeks we'll tell this story. We'll tell this story and seek how our own stories are an 
extension of it, asking where we fit in with Samuel, Saul, David, and the rest of our forefathers 
and mothers. With scripture, we will celebrate faithfulness and be honest about failure. 
Through all of it we'll seek together to learn from the past in order for us to be closer to God 
today. 

That is the story of Beginning To End. The story of those who have come before. The story of us 
and our place in the plot of it all. The story of those who will come after us, to whom we pass 
on this faith. 

  See you on Sundays as we journey together! Pastor Casey 



MAY UPDATE GIVING:  
Weekly budget :: $10,645.    Avg. Offering per wk :: $11,198  

Budget YTD :: $223,545      YTD giving :: $209,178  (-$14,367)  
Attendance: 141 (KS 28)

Summer’s here!! We are super excited for the fun that awaits us. Some of our themes this 
summer are: Ocean, Pirates, Rainforest, At the Zoo, Circus, Dinosaurs and Camping. Our 
school-age kids will be going on a few field trips including, Get Air, movies, and weekly 
trips to the Hilmar Pool. We also have a fun Family Day at the Zoo planned for June 29th at 
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. We are excited to explore the new exhibit, Zoorasic Park. 

We will also be celebrating our preschoolers that will 
be moving on to TK and Kindergarten.  Graduation is 
Thursday, June 13th at 6:30 pm. 
Bring on the FUN!! 

Thursday, June 13th @ 6:30

We are now selling prepaid fireworks scrip for $20.00 

If you would like to purchase any, please see Leslie in the  

HCCC office. Thank you for your continued support!

Dwights in Taiwan….. May Praises and Prayer Requests 

We hope all of you had a wonderful time celebrating the resurrection of Christ. 

Our Easter Sunday Celebration ended with the baptisms of 2 of our Filipino gals. One who came to 
know the Lord a couple of years ago and a new gal who came to the Lord during our Evangelism 
training and outreach. We praise God for His Faithfulness. Pray for Lillian who is using some 

wonderful Tagalog house church Bible studies from “Train and Multiply”. We are seeing both 
increasing growth and maturity as we study bible stories that focus on knowing and obeying Christ. 

Pray for Don and I as we finish up almost 30 years of working at Morrison Christian Academy. Don 
has been privileged to speak into the lives of so many students and fellow teachers over the years. He 
has enjoyed his job with the sports program at the school and over the years developed good 

relationships with many of the public school Chinese teams and their coaches. 

We know God is closing one door and opening a new one and we look forward to working more 

closely with Pastor Lin at the Feng Yuan Chinese Covenant Church and continuing to establish the 
Filipino church. Since moving back to the new church building we have seen growth both in our 
Filipino church which meets every Sunday afternoon and also growth in the Chinese church. We 

continue to ask for prayer for our Filipino coworker, Rowena as she waits to get her health clearance to 
return to Taiwan. She will have another physical in mid-May. Meanwhile, we praise God for some of 

our gifted members who have stepped up to occasionally preach in spite of working long hours at 
their factories. 

We are still trying to find an apartment for us to move to in Feng Yuan in mid June (in the past 
Morrison has provided our housing on campus). Not many places are listed. We are hoping to get an 
apartment with an elevator since Lillian has a slightly torn meniscus that can’t handle stairs and needs 

to heal. But praise God the doctor says she does not need surgery. 
   Thank you all for your prayers, 
     Don and Lillian Dwight 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding in all your ways  
acknowledge Him and He will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3: 5-6 



JUNE 2019  
Prayer Guide

Praise God! 

• That we are his children living out his story. What a 
wonderful and beautiful reality to live into every day! 

• For school being out and time with family. 
• For hot Summer days!

Pray For our Church and Community 
• Pray that Hilmar Covenant would faithfully and joyfully 

play its role in God’s big story. 
• Pray for our church staff and council. 
• For all our students and teachers - as school is now out, 

pray for good rest and fun over the Summer…pray for 
kids who are going home to an unhappy place, that they 
would find love and care for them. 

• Pray for our new Worship Minister, Brittany. Thank God for 
bringing her here to be a blessing to our church and 
community. Ask God how he may be asking you to 
participate in her ministry. 

• Pray for the Children’s Center. Right across the street they 
are doing amazing and loving ministry with children and 
families each and every day. Pray for our Directory, Leslie 
Olivera, who works hard and loves her staff and the kids 
selflessly. Pray for good and lasting ministry at HCCC - 
pray for the seed of Christ’s story to be planted in hearts 
of children that will grow throughout their lives. 

• Pray for our community, and the agricultural economy 
that has been extremely difficult for so long now. Pray 
that economic conditions improve, for a favorable 
market, and for the property of the land. 

• Pray for those suffering in our community. For children 
alienated from families, for families broken and in pain, for 
couples on the edge of divorce, and for the children in the 
mix who really suffer. 

• Pray for our military men and women, especially those 
connected to our church family: J.R. Dane (Marge Pack’s 
grandson), Brian and Amy Johnson (Tyler Johnson’s brother 
and sister-in-law), Max Morales (son of a “Fit n Free” 
aerobics lady, entering the army), Josh Rodriguez, Trevor 
Stevens (Bev Strom-Wenstrands’s grandson).

Some things to Pray for this month 

Pray for your Walk with God 

• Remember the question: How goes your walk? 
• Ask God to help you to hear his voice. What is God saying 

to you right now? What is he saying to you in the 
circumstances of your life? What is he speaking into your 
story? 

• Pray that God would teach you something new from his 
his story – that the story from 1 and 2 Samuel would be 
made clear and relevant to your life experience right now. 

• Ask God to soften your heart to have empathy and love 
for those closest to you, and for those you do not yet 
know.  

• A continued prayer for us : Pray about the things you post 
to social media. How do these reflect your relationship 
with God? Are your words loving? How are you setting an 
example for your kids, grandkids, students in this church? 
Will people read your words and want to be associated 
with your God? With your church?

Pray for those with long term health and 
other concerns: 

Eliza Alves, Joe Bello, Betty Dolling, Matteo Geraldini, 
Cricket Higginson, Peter Hildebrand, Anita Johnson, Cynthia 
Johnson, Anna Keevy, Lynn Lea, Anna Medak, Connie 
Medak, Phyllis Peterson, Cindy Postma, Melanie 
Shackelford, Tara Wells. 

(to be added to, or add someone to this list, call Beth in the 
office at : 209.668.0400 or email beth@hilmarcovenant.org)

A Daily Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Pray for Our Nation and World 

• Pray for our elected leaders: locally, statewide, and 
nationally. God grant wisdom, and lead them to make wise 
decisions for the good of the people. 

• Pray for those touched by the most recent incidents of 
mass shootings in our nation and in our world. Help us to 
figure out how to prevent such horrible tragedies. 

• Pray for justice for all people. 
• Pray for peace: racially and politically between those of 

different faiths. Help us to love our neighbor as ourselves, 
and to treat others as more important than ourselves 
(Philippians 2.1-11). 

• Pray for God to take the tragedies of our world and turn 
them into something beautiful and joyful, to turn our 
mourning into dancing, and for the violence of our world 
to be redeemed in some strange way for his glory. 

• Pray that God’s Spirit would turn our hearts to him. 
• Pray for God to disrupt the seeming complacency our 

nation has come to in regards to abortion. May God make 
us collectively question the wisdom and morality of what 
we are doing to human life. 

• Pray for wisdom as we try to sort through media reports, 
make sense of reliable media, and bring to the table the 
agenda of God's Kingdom rather than political ideology, 
which can often become idolatry. 

• Pray for our Missionaries seeking to share the gospel of 
Christ with the world: Dwights, Danforths, Satterbergs, 
Minturns, Lundquists, Norens, and our sister church in 
Tijuana, Iglesia Bautista-Bethel.
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