
 

 

This past Sunday we looked at the fourth main element of membership here at Washington Church: we love our 
neighbor.  To be a member at Washington Church there is an expectation that we each would be seeking to love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  We are a community that is committed to living out our faith by loving those around 
us, spreading our “wings” beyond our walls.  This isn’t always easy.   
 
In this week’s Quiet Time material, we will be looking at the various times Jesus and others teach upon this 
commandment.  It will be a challenging and soul-searching endeavor to be honest enough with ourselves to 
sincerely answer the question “who is my neighbor?”  It’s not as simple as we would like to make it.  As you read, 
study and explore the scriptures this week, my prayer for each of us comes from Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me, O 
God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  Point out anything in me that offends you, and 
lead me along the path of everlasting life.” Blessings, Pastor Adam 
 
Monday, September 18, 2017 
 
Pray 
Take some quiet moments preparing your heart, soul and mind to spend this time with Jesus.  
Lord, search me today.  Point out anything in me today that offends you.  Show me what it means to love you and 
to love my neighbor. Amen. 
 
Read 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 18, 33-34 
 
Reflect 
Leviticus 19 is used by Jesus as background during his “sermon on the mount” and also was probably used by 
James as background in his epistle.  The other texts that we’ll explore this week (Matthew 5:43, Mark 12:31, 
Matthew 19:19, Matthew 22:39, Luke 10:25-37, Galatians 5:14, Romans 13:8-10 and James 2:8) all quote from 
Leviticus 19:18.  There are many portions of Leviticus that fall under the categories of ceremonial law (laws and 
instructions for temple worship) and civil law (laws pertaining to the Israelite community) that do not apply to us 
and the church today.  But clearly 19:18, by its use throughout the NT by Jesus and others, is a moral law of great 
significance and importance for us to follow today.   
 
Leviticus 19:18 is part of the chapter referred to as the “Holiness Code.”  As you read v.1-2, what does it mean that 
“the Lord is holy?”   
 
One definition of “to be holy” is “to be set apart.”  How does this interact with our first core membership element 
of “We are set apart?”   
 
What do you learn from the entirety of verses 18 and 33-34?   
 
What does it mean to “love your neighbor?”   
 
How would loving our neighbors set us apart?  Why would that make us different? 
 
Respond 
Close this time in prayer that God would show you your “neighbors.”   
 
 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017 
 
Pray 
Take some quiet moments preparing your heart, soul and mind to spend this time with Jesus.  
Lord, search me today.  Point out anything in me today that offends you.  Show me what it means to love you and 
to love my neighbor. Amen. 



 

 

 
Read  
Luke 10:25-37 
 
Reflect 
We shift gears this week from loving God (growing our roots) to loving our neighbor (spreading our wings).   
 
The man wanted to justify his actions.  He wanted to prove that what he was doing was good enough to  
“love his neighbor.”  It is not shared in what ways he loved his neighbor or who it was that he was loving.  Either 
way, he asks the question, “Who is my neighbor?”   
 
Jesus then goes into a story we commonly know and refer to as the Good Samaritan.  The Good Samaritan story 
sounds a lot like a real life story from 2 Chronicles 28:1-15.  In that passage, Israel (Northern Kingdom) is at war 
with Judah (Southern Kingdom).  Israel wins the battle and takes prisoners.  As the victors are marching the 
prisoners back to the north (also known as Samaria) a prophet stops them saying (paraphrased) “don’t treat your 
neighbors from the south this way.”  So they took care of them, clothed and bandaged them, treated their 
wounds, put them on their donkeys and brought them to Jericho before returning to Samaria.  Sounds similar, 
right? 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:43-44, in the context of quoting Leviticus 19:18 “love your neighbor,” to also love your 
enemies.  The Samaritan is an enemy.  Are they “our neighbor?”  Are we to love our enemies?   
 
Sit and reflect upon those questions.   
 
Respond 
Who is your “neighbor?”  Make a list of 5 people/neighbors that God is leading you to love this week.   
 
Are any of them your enemy? Are any of them difficult for you to love?   
 
How is this challenging you?  Go now and love your neighbor.   
 
 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 
 
Pray 
Take some quiet moments preparing your heart, soul and mind to spend this time with Jesus.  
Lord, search me today.  Point out anything in me today that offends you.  Show me what it means to love you and 
to love my neighbor. Amen. 
 
Read 
Romans 13:8-14 
 
Reflect 
Paul is writing to the Romans about loving each other.  V.8 “If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the 
requirements of God’s law.”  And he even goes so far as to say that all the other commandments are summed up 
within Leviticus 19:18, “love your neighbor as yourself.”   
 
Sometimes we like to make this verse “love you…as yourself.”  We have a tendency in our “selfie” and narcissistic 
culture to love ourselves and forget the neighbor.  An enemy of loving our neighbors would be our own 
selfishness.  In a world where we are the center it can become difficult to give of our time, talents and treasures to 
love someone else.  We’d rather hold onto our time and our love and keep it for ourselves, or at least for our small 
little groups.  We must be on guard against selfishness.  Once again, Psalm 139 comes into play.   
 



 

 

Reflect on this John Calvin quote, “When someone thinks more of himself than he ought, he will love others less 
than he ought.”  
 
What are the dangers of selfishness?  
 
In addition, what warnings does Paul give the Romans in vv.11-14?  Does loving our neighbor bring about light or 
dark?   
 
Respond 
When are you more prone to selfishness and selfish thoughts?  
 
What helps you move out of selfish thoughts and behavior?   
 
 
Thursday, September 21, 2017 
 
Pray 
Take some quiet moments preparing your heart, soul and mind to spend this time with Jesus.  
Lord, search me today.  Point out anything in me today that offends you.  Show me what it means to love you and 
to love my neighbor. Amen. 
 
Read 
Galatians 5:13-15 
 
Reflect 
Paul in his letter to the church in Galatia quotes once again from Leviticus 19:18, and, of course, from Jesus 
quoting Leviticus.   
 
Which comes first in life - living in freedom, which then produces love for your neighbor, or choosing to love your 
neighbor, which brings about living in freedom?   
 
This passage is more pointed towards loving the neighbor in our church community and church context.  What are 
the dangers of not doing this?  How would this affect and impact the life of the church?   
 
Respond 
Take some time to pray for Washington Church and other churches.  We are aware that “biting and devouring” can 
often happen within churches.  Pray for their love and our love of each other.   
 
Who are some people within the church that you can actively love today and this week?   
 
Now go and do this.   
 
 
Friday, September 22, 2017 
 
Pray 
Take some quiet moments preparing your heart, soul and mind to spend this time with Jesus.  
Lord, search me today.  Point out anything in me today that offends you.  Show me what it means to love you and 
to love my neighbor. Amen. 
 
Read 
James 2:8-17 
 



 

 

Reflect 
James, a man of action, emphasized the right kind of behavior for a believer.  Those who call themselves Christians 
ought to act like it, James believed, and his letter spells out the specifics.   
 
For a final time this week, Leviticus 19:18 is quoted by James.  The Good Samaritan shows mercy to the beaten up 
and left for dead man on the road to Jericho.  James tells us that we must show this same kind of mercy.   
 
When have you been aware of someone showing you mercy? 
 
James really then gets into living out the “loving your neighbor” business in the rest of the passage, even getting to 
the point of saying that faith without loving acts really means that your faith is dead.  It is dead and useless.  How 
does your heart and soul react to such a strong verse?   
 
Respond 
To put our faith into action can be a challenging, growing and daily process.  Throughout this week, we have 
explored loving our enemies, loving our neighbors, loving those in our church, but how much of that have we truly 
put into action?   
 
A few simple steps to put “loving our neighbors” into action: 
1. Pray - who is my neighbor that God wants me to love? 
2. Practice - what is a way that I’m going to love them? 
3. Constraints - what are roadblocks or things that will prevent me from loving my neighbor? It’s good to have an 

idea of what will slow you down or be a hindrance to you. 
4. Tools and Resources - what are tools, people, resources that are going to aid you in putting your love into 

action?   
 
Now go and do this.   


