
This week we will talk about how we “view” the scriptures which we must come to understand are extremely 
preconditioned by our own experiences, viewpoints, what we’ve been taught and what we’ve seen. As we go 
throughout the week we’re going to look at different vantage points in Scripture. My hope is that you can keep an 
open mind and see it through to the end. 
 
Monday, October 16, 2017 
 
Pray 
Dear God, open my eyes and my heart so I may see and understand your word, be empowered by it and 
encouraged to do what you’ve called me to do. 
 
Respond 
What is your view of the scriptures, the “Word of God” and how does understanding that human beings like you 
and I with the help of the Holy Spirit wrote them? 
 
Reflect 
We must begin with the understanding that the people who wrote the scriptures were people. The scriptures as 
we have them did not simply fall from heaven in its completed form written by God.  (Although, often we can treat 
it as such.) The people God used to write the scriptures were flawed people just like you and I. Most of the stories 
in the scriptures began as oral traditions handed down from generation to generation until someone collected 
them, edited them and eventually wrote them down, sometimes hundreds of years later. 
 
The authors of the books of the Bible weren’t just writing, they were selecting and editing and choosing and 
making decisions about what material and content they were going to use. These were real people in real places 
during real times. Their writings were shaped by their times, places, context, personal histories, economies, 
politics, religion and countless other factors. 
 
There were points they wanted to make, feeling and experiences they had, insights they wanted to communicate 
and stories they wanted to share. Perhaps most of them had no idea they were writing what we would call “the 
scriptures” at the time and that their words would end up in your hands changing and transforming your life and 
turning the world upside down. 
 
Let me give you some examples. 
 
Read 
1 Kings 11:41 
 
What do you notice?   
 
Read  
John 20:30 and John 21:25 
 
What does this tell you about the author of the Book of John? 
 
Does it make you upset that not everything was written down? 
 
Here are some examples of the humanity in the writings. 
 
Read Luke 1:1-4, Esther 1:1, and John 20:31. 
 
What is the common theme of all these passages?  
 
 



 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 
 
Pray 
God, thank you for your word. Thank you for what it teaches me and how it shapes and forms me. May I continue 
to submit myself to the growth and process that it invites me into. 
 
Read 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
Take a moment and jot down all the things you notice about this passage. 
 
Reflect 
A little Greek. 
 
This verse uses the word theopneustos.  This word, theopneustos, is a rare one found nowhere else in the Bible. It’s 
actually two Greek words attached to each other. 
 
The word theos which means God and the word pneo which refers to breathing. 
 
Reflect 
So here, according to Paul, scripture is “God breathed.” 
 
One of the questions we should ask ourselves is, “What does ‘God breathed’ mean?” 
 
Pneo is found in a number of English words having to do with breathing like pneumonia or pneumatic. It means “to 
breathe” but in the scriptures it also is the same word used for “the Spirit.” 
 
Read 
Take a moment and read Genesis 2:7. What do you notice in this verse that connects it back to 2 Timothy 3:16? 
 
So, what happens when God breaths? 
 
What does that tell you about the word of God and its potential in your life? 
 
Reflect 
At the end of 2 Timothy 3:16-17 it tells us that these God, brought-to-life words are useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 
 
So, God uses these writings to help you do good in the world which the Jews would refer to as “mitzvot” which are 
good deed that help repair and restore the world to the way God desired it to be. 
 
In what way do the scriptures empower and encourage you to help restore the world to the way God desired it to 
be? 
 
 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 
 
As we continue to look at the scriptures as a “God breathed narrative that was written people” it’s important for 
us to understand that there are aspects in the scriptures that can be confusing. Let me share some examples with 
you. 
 



Read 
Exodus 13:18 
 
You should see a little note at the bottom of your Bible that corresponds with some sort of symbol or asterisk near 
verse 18. Take a moment to read that. What do you find? 
 
 
In Hebrew the phrase yom suph is the direct translation of the phrase which means “Sea of Reeds.”  Why then, do 
our modern Bibles say “The Red Sea?” 
 
Read Numbers 25:9 and then read 1 Corinthians 10:8. 
 
Why is there an apparent contradiction in the numbers of people mentioned in the same event? 
 
Read 2 Samuel 24:9 and then 1 Chronicles 21:5. 
 
Again, speaking about the same people groups we have different numbers. Why is this? 
 
Some examples from the New Testament. 
 
Read Matthew 13:32. Jesus says the mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds. However, in that culture it is widely 
known that the poppy or rue seeds were much smaller than mustard seeds. Why does Jesus say this? 
 
Read Acts 1:18 and Matthew 27:5.  Here we have two different accounts of how Judas (the disciple of Jesus) lost 
his life.  Why are they different? 
 
Finally, read John 8, (which begins in John 7:53).  Most likely you will find some sort of mark in your Bible that says 
something along the lines of “most ancient authorities lack 7:53 through 8:11.” Other authorities added the 
passage here or after 7:36 or after verse 21:25. 
 
Why do we have passages that have been added later? What do you mean added? What does it mean by later? 
What do we do with that? 
 
What you will find as you study the scriptures in more and more depth is there are many examples like this that 
show us that human beings who were inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote the scriptures. Keep in mind it’s been 
translated over and over into various languages throughout various times.  As you and I both know, if you’ve ever 
studied a foreign language, things often get “lost in translation.” 
 
How do these “would be contradictions” effect how you view the “word of God?”  
 
How do you wrestle with this? What do you do with it? 
 
 
Thursday, October 19, 2107 
 
I want to share with you some other scripture passages that speak to the validity and depth of the word of God. 
 
Going back to 2 Timothy 3:16, it tells us that all scripture is God breathed but what is scripture? 
 
The word used here is graphe. It is used 51 times in the New Testament, all in reference to the Hebrew Bible (Old 
Testament).  
 
So then, the next question we should ask ourselves is, “Is only the Hebrew Bible inspired by God?” 



 
Read 
2 Peter 3:14-16 
 
How does Peter view the writings of Paul? 
 
How does this better help us understand the writings of the New Testament? 
 
Read Mark 7:9-10 
 
Do you see how Jesus masterfully weaves together two things? What are they? 
 
So, if Jesus sees God’s words and Moses’ words both as inspired words of God what does that tell us about human 
writings in the scriptures and how we should view them? 
 
Finally, read Revelation 1:1-2. 
 
What does this passage tell us about how we should view the scriptures, specifically in the New Testament? 
 
As you can see, God covers this challenging topic of how we should view His word through these and other 
passages. 
 
Prayer 
Take a moment to spend time in prayer thanking God for God’s word and how it has encouraged you and helped 
you grow in your relationship with God. 
 
 
Friday, October 20, 2017 
 
I’ve taken you on quite a wild ride this week in regards to how we should view and understand God’s word to us in 
the scriptures. Hopefully, we realize that we are reading the stories of real people writing about real things that 
were inspired, encouraged and directed by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Today I want to give you an opportunity to sit and reflect on God’s word in your own life. 
 
Read 
Psalm 119:105 
 
Reflect 
Take a moment to reflect on your own life and the influence and transformation the scriptures have had for you. 
 
Respond 
Make a list of all the ways you’ve seen the impact of the word of God in society and culture. 
 
It is living and active. 
 
It is God breathed. 
 
It is more relevant today than ever before. 
 
And I believe that’s what makes it inerrant. 
 
 



 


