
As we continue to focus our attention on the character and the person of God, we will spend this entire 
week in Luke 15 looking at three separate parables that are each a great description of what God is like. 
As you read through these parables, during your study time ask yourself, “What did I learn about the 
character of God from these stories?” and take note. 
 
Monday, November 20, 2017 
 
Pray 
Lord God, reveal to me your character and your attributes through these stories. Open my mind and my 
heart to you as I read and spend time with you. 
 
Read 
Luke 15:1-3 
 
Setting the scene.  Who are the characters in the story? Make note of them on the side. 
 
Why is this an interesting group that Jesus is hanging out with? 
 
Read Luke 15:2.   
 
Why do you suppose the Pharisees have issues with Jesus eating with the sinners and tax collectors? 
 
A bit about table fellowship. Eating with someone else in the middle-eastern culture meant that you 
were on the same page, that you were in right-standing and in agreement with one another. This is why 
the Pharisees have such a hard time with Jesus, because He eats with so many different people, most of 
whom are seen as outcasts or “unclean.” 
 
There was a rabbinic saying, “Let not a man associate with sinners even to bring them near to Torah.”   
 
What does this description of Jesus sitting with the sinners and tax collectors teach you about the 
character of God? 
 
Why should this be so encouraging to us? 
 
 
Tuesday, November 21, 2017 
 
Pray 
Lord God, reveal to me your character and your attributes through these stories. Open my mind and my 
heart to you as I read and spend time with you. 
 
Read 
Luke 15:3-7 
 
This is the story of the lost sheep. Make note of some of the details you notice of the story. What stands 
out to you? 
 



When a sheep is lost it will freeze and stay in one place and refuse to budge even if it’s called, so the 
shepherd could have to carry it over a long distance. When the shepherd finds the sheep, he still has a 
great deal of work ahead of him carrying the sheep back to the rest of the flock. 
 
What does the reaction of the shepherd teach you about the character of God?  
 
What great risk does the shepherd incur by leaving the 99 behind to go find the one?   
 
Why does he still do it? 
 
An interesting thing about this story is that the sheep does nothing to encourage the shepherd to begin 
his search except to “become lost.” 
 
In what way in your life have you felt like a “lost sheep?” 
 
When was a time in your life when God, who is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11) has come and found 
you? 
 
After the sheep was found, there was a great rejoicing in the home. What does this story teach you 
about the character of God? 
 
 
Wednesday, November 22, 2017 
 
Pray 
Lord God, reveal to me your character and your attributes through these stories. Open my mind and my 
heart to you as I read and spend time with you. 
 
Read 
Luke 15:8-10 
 
Take note of the details in the story.  What do you notice? 
 
This is the story about the lost coin.    
 
A bit about coins. There would be a scarcity of money in the hands of people during this time, for they 
would live in a self-supporting community that would make their own clothes and grow their own food 
so money was not readily available.  It’s highly possible that this coin could have been a part of the 
woman’s dowry from her wedding, in the form of a necklace that she would hang around her neck. To 
lose a coin from this would be shameful loss for her husband and family, which is why the woman reacts 
the way she does. 
 
Take note of how the woman reacts when she loses the coin. What are the things that she does? 
 
Read John 8:12 in light of Luke 15:8. What are the similarities you notice between the stories? 
 
It’s a beautiful metaphor in this parable that we see that when she lights a lamp she’s able to finally find 
the lost coin she is looking for.  In John 8:12 Jesus says that He is “the light of the world,” so in this 



beautiful image we see that the light of the world is the light that helps us find what we are looking for. 
Similarly, when we bring the light of Jesus into our lives and into the lives of others, what is “lost” 
becomes “found.” 
 
Once again in the story, we have something that is lost and something that is found and rejoicing takes 
place. 
 
What does this story teach you about the character and nature of God? 
 
 
Thursday, November 23, 2017 
 
Pray 
Lord God, reveal to me your character and your attributes through these stories. Open my mind and my 
heart to you as I read and spend time with you. 
 
Read 
Luke 15:11-32 
 
This is the parable of what’s often called “The Prodigal Son.”  The story is more than just about a lost 
son, it’s about a loving father and an older son as well. 
 
Take a moment to read the story, placing yourself in the position of the younger son. 
 
What do you notice, what do you see? 
 
What are the actions of the younger son and how does he respond before and after he goes through his 
hardship? 
 
In what way can you see the life of the younger son reflected in your own life? 
 
In what way have you run away from God and He has received you back? 
 
What does the father’s response to the younger son teach us about the church of God? 
 
Friday, November 24, 2017 
 
Pray 
Lord God, reveal to me your character and your attributes through these stories. Open my mind and my 
heart to you as I read and spend time with you. 
 
Read 
Luke 15:25-32 
 
Reflect on the actions of the older brother. What is the older brother’s response to the father in light of 
the younger brother’s circumstance? 
 
Why do you think the older brother struggles to celebrate and join the party? 



 
Oftentimes, the older brother is an image of the religious elites or authorities who attempt to “be good” 
and follow all the rules, assuming that in doing so God owes them something, as we see in Luke 15:29. 
 
Take a moment to review your own faith journey and the way you view God.  In what way do you view 
God and your faith, similar to the older brother? 
 
What are things that keep you from “joining the party” and receiving the grace and love of God without 
strings attached? 
 
At the end of this parable the father says the most amazing thing to his older son.  In Luke 15:31, “You 
have always stayed with me, and everything I have is yours.” What does this statement teach us about 
the very nature of God? 
 
In what way do you need to invite yourself to receive the grace and mercy of God, and set aside the 
rules and regulations you think you have to follow in order to receive God’s favor? 
 
Pray 
Dear God, help me set aside my religious tendencies that get in the way of allowing me to be with you 
and see you for who you truly are. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


