
Monday, June 21, 2021 

Pray 
Father, prepare my heart to receive whatever You want to show me and to be obedient to it. Amen. 

Read 
Romans 12 and focus on verse 3. 

Reflect 
“For by the grace given me.”  What do you think is the “grace” that Paul is referring to that has been given to him? 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:9 

Read Romans 15:15-16 

OBen when the scriptures refer to grace, it is the giB that God has given to us, focusing on spiritual giBs within the 
New Testament. So the spiritual giB that has been given to Paul is that of an apostleship.  What is an apostle? What 
is the role and funcJon of an apostle? 

“I say to every one of you.” When Paul makes this statement, who do you think he’s referring to? 

If Paul is referring to “every one,” that means it applies to us as well and is directly applicable to the church itself. 

Paul is also reminding them that as ChrisJans they belong to one another and serve a purpose of being together, 
and are needed one to another in order for the church to funcJon in the way it is supposed to. 

Respond 
What do you think would happen if everyone chose to do what they wanted to do, instead of seeing themselves as 
part of the greater whole? 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Pray 
Father, thank You for making me and placing me within a community of faith so that I may grow and deepen and 
use the spiritual gi>s that You’ve given me. Amen. 

Read 
Romans 12 

Reflect 
Before we move forward, I want to share something with you that has been extremely beneficial to me in 
understanding the bigger picture of how we fit within the enJrety of the whole. 

This is from a book that I have been reading enJtled The Wisdom PaCern by Richard Rohr. He cites three different 
levels.   

The first is My Story. 

This is about me, just me, my private, small life, searching for significance through power, presJge and possessions. 



However, this small-self needs to be a part of something more significant to bring any kind of true and lasJng 
meaning into life. In this place, my feelings, my opinions are my reference points to everything with no outside 
influence. My story will always be insecure, afraid and scrambling for significance, for this stage is not big enough 
for us to be special on this liWle earth except under the larger canopy of meaning. 

Our Story comes next. 

We are. This is the group idenJficaJon that brings royalJes and expands our individual-self to group-think. 

This space teaches us about relaJonships, about love and about trust in others. The Our Story gives us myth, 
cultural heroes, group symbols, flags, and things like patrioJsm. Most of us have mulJple memberships such as 
family, neighborhoods, religious affiliaJon, country and our educaJon process. These are necessary training 
grounds for belonging and aWaching.  Many, if not most people, stop here at the level of shared meaning because it 
gives a lot more encouragement and stories to develop the small-self in light of the whole. 

However, group-think (if leB on its own) can insure a rather total form of blindness. Our story is unhealthy in some 
ways, looks like having the sense to defend boundaries, write programs for war and scapegoaJng. Only group 
egocentricity is more dangerous than personal egocentricity. It masquerades as greatness when it is oBen no more 
than disguised egoJsm. 

The Story. 

The Story is actually the greatest story there is. This is the Kingdom of God that Jesus speaks of and operates out of. 
It embodies the great paWerns that are always true. 

A great example of this is MaWhew 5 and 6, The Sermon on the Mount. 

Healthy, biblically focused religion combines all three levels: “personal journey” as raw material, “communal 
idenJty” as a school and training ground, and true “transcendence” as the integraJon and gathering place for all 
the parts to come together.  Without the great stories that free us from the tyranny and idolatry of the first two 
stories, we remain trapped in small, cultural, and private worlds. 

I share this idea of My Story, Our Story and The Story to help us get a beWer idea of what Paul is aWempJng to 
communicate. He’s inviJng the church in Rome to transcend through all three of these stages and see their spiritual 
giBs in light of The Story, or God’s story. 

Here are some examples of how God transcends all three stages with humanity: 

How God communicates with humanity - 
• The presence of God speaking to individuals - My Story 
• The person of Jesus communicaJng with groups of people, focusing on the Jewish people first and then the 

GenJles - Our Story 
• The Holy Spirit that descends in Acts, Chapter 2 is for all believers - The Story 

The movement and ministry of Jesus 
• The Galilean region to primarily Jewish people - My Story 
• All of Israel and beginning to include GenJles - Our Story 
• Giving His life for all of humanity - The Story 



What are other examples you can think of in which God has shiBed humanity through these three stages, inviJng 
them to ulJmately see the greater story? 

Respond 
Where do you sit in your own life? Are you stuck in My Story, or Our Story or are you able to see The Story and live 
out its truth? 
 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Pray 
Father, You see me so much greater than I see myself. Help me to see and understand the way You see me, but also 
with humility. Amen 

Read 
Romans 12, focus on verse 3. 

Reflect 
“Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought.” 
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The words “think highly of yourself” in the Greek is hyper phroneo ὑπερφρονέω - (above thinking) - to esteem 
oneself overmuch, i.e. be vain or arrogant:—to think more highly of one's self than is proper. Why do you think Paul 
is telling this group of believers in Rome that they should not think more highly of themselves than they ought to? 

Go back and read Romans 12:1 and 2 for a hint. 

If you were told that you were a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to the Lord,” that would give you a great boost 
of encouragement. Also, if you read other of Paul’s wriJngs from 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, you would know that God 
has given you a spiritual giB. This giB manifests itself in ways that the Divine presence only manifests itself. So, 
potenJally people could have begun to see themselves in a god-like state in using their giBs, so Paul is aWempJng  
to get them to see a bigger picture. 

Again, remember My Story, Our Story, and The Story. 

“But rather, think of yourself with sober judgement.” Paul then encourages them to refocus the way they see 
themselves in light of what he calls ‘sober judgement.’ In the Greek, the word that’s used here is sophroneo 
σωφρονεῖν - think sensibly, to be of sound-mind, to be in one’s right- mind, to exercise self-control, to put a 
moderate esJmate upon one’s self, think of one’s self soberly.  

Sophroneo was one of the primary virtues in the Greek world and was specifically contrasted with hubris (pride). 
Believers are not to be proud but to have sober, sane, sensible and realisJc esJmates of themselves. 

We get our word “sophomore” from the word Sophroneo, which is a secondary level of educJon in the collegiate 
system beyond a “freshman.”  So, apparently as a freshman, you are unable to think sensibly. But aBer your first 
year of experience in a college sehng, you should have at least the capacity to think sensibly with a sound-mind.   

Respond 
What do you think the invitaJon from Paul is for the believers of Jesus in Rome? 

What does it look like to think sensibly with a sound-mind in your own life? 

What areas in your life do you need to focus on and begin to sophroneo? 

Here are some scripture passages you can look at to dive deeper into this idea Paul is speaking of:  
1 Corinthians 4:6 
Philippians 3:15 
Romans 8:5-7 
Romans 11:25 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 

Pray 
Father, teach me about the gi>s of grace and faith that You have given to me and help me begin to use them. 
Amen. 

Read 
Romans 12 and focus again on Verse 3 

Reflect 



Paul says to each and everyone which God porJoned or distributed. He is using the Greek word merízō, (mer-id’-
zo); μερίζω- which means “divide into parts,” facJon into parJes, cut into pieces, distribute, bestow, impart. 

Merizo means “something assigned” or “to divide.” Let me give you some scripture passages that use this same 
word. For example: 

1 Corinthians 7:17 
2 Corinthians 10:13 
Ma[hew 12:25 
Luke 12:13 

Again, Paul is aWempJng to communicate to the church in Rome that they are being given something that has been 
divided among them that they are supposed to be using and whatever they’ve been given, they should not let it go 
to their head and inflate their ego but it should encourage them to see it in light of The Story rather than My Story 
or Our Story. 

The next word Paul uses to talk about a measure of faith is the word metron Μέτρον - which means measure, an 
instrument for measuring, a vessel for receiving and determining the quanJty of things, a measuring rod, the rule 
or standard of judgment, porJon measured. What do you think the “measure of faith” that Paul is referring to 
means? 

“Faith cannot mean either ‘saving faith’ or ‘the faith’ but must refer to the giB of faith to serve the believing 
community in keeping with the disJncJve ‘gracious bestowment’ (charisma) that God has a porJon to each one.” 
(God’s Empowering Presence by Gordon Fee, pg. 609-610.) 

Respond 
Are you aware of the giBs that God has given you? Or the faith that you have been apporJoned? 

Again, what is the purpose of what Paul is aWempJng to communicate about the spiritual giBs and how we are to 
use them in light of My Story, Our Story and The Story? 

Friday, June 25, 2021 

Pray 
Father, teach me what it is You want me to learn and see so that I may begin to live out the truth of the gi>s You’ve 
given to me. Amen. 

We’re going to veer-off of Romans for the day and get ready for what’s coming next in Romans 12:4-8, which Paul 
uses to dive into spiritual giBs. 

I’m not sure if you’re aware of the spiritual giBs that you have or if you’re living out those giBs or even know how 
to begin to live into those places, so I want to begin to prepare you for the movement I believe God is going to take 
us on at Washington Church. 

Read 
1 Corinthians 12:7 

We are told directly by Paul that God has given each of us the manifestaJon of the Spirit of God to use for the 
beWerment of the whole. 



Read  
1 Corinthians 12 

Respond 
Spend some Jme in prayer talking to the Lord, asking God to reveal to you what spiritual giBs that you have. 

If you are unaware of your spiritual giBs then sit with the list that Paul speaks about in 1 Corinthians 12 and begin 
to see what you are drawn to and what the Lord may be inviJng you into. 

Paul says that we should eagerly desire spiritual giBs and live them out. Spend some Jme praying for God to reveal 
your giBs and an opportunity to begin to use them. 


