
Advent Daily Quiet Time Prayer  
 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 

  

Pray 
Father, as we enter into Advent, help me remain focused on the true meaning of this season and keep my eyes on the 

light, Your son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

Read 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

  

Reflect 
What’s the greatest Christmas gift you have even been given? 

  

While it’s a challenge for me to remember some events in my early childhood, Christmas mornings are something I 

can remember in vivid detail. Over the years there were many gifts that I hoped I would get. One year I remember 

wanting a Game Boy and guess what, I got it! I was so excited to unwrap it and play with it Christmas morning. 

That Game Boy and I went on many car trips and played countless levels of Mario. 

  

However, not long ago I was going through some boxes at my parents house and guess what, I found that old Game 

Boy. It does not turn on anymore and I don’t know where any of the games are, but it brought back some excitement 

and memories. 

  

Our culture over the years has shifted to one in which Christmas is all about the gifts you are giving and receiving, 

but we need to keep in mind that this is not the great light that we should be focused on. 

  

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.” 

  

We have all been given the greatest Christmas gift there is, One who casts away darkness and breaks the chains of 

sin. 

  

Respond 
God loves you so much that he gave His Son as a gift for you. 

  

Are you entering into this Advent season with the focus being on your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? If not, what is 

getting in the way? 

  

Who do you know that is walking in darkness that you can help see the Great Light this Advent season? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Aaron Mills. 

  

 

Monday, December 2, 2019 
  

Pray 
Awaken me Lord! In the areas I am asleep cause me to stir. Help me to shake off the dust of my apathy 

and arise in new life! Thank You God for bringing awareness to places I have long neglected. Thank You 

God for giving me new eyes to see. May Your light shine through me day-to-day and cause others to 

come awake. 

  

Read  
Isaiah 52:7-9 

  

Reflect  



The image of feet speaks of activity, motion, and travel. Why are these messengers being celebrated with 

such zeal? Why are they considered beautiful? Is it because they are announcing the amazing work of 

God to have released them from slavery that the message itself makes the messenger beautiful to behold!? 

Read Romans 10:15.  Paul’s connection invites us to see ourselves in light of God’s great liberating 

work, making us beautiful messengers in desolate places!  

  

I connect with this passage more fully when I reflect upon the man who was instrumental in sharing the 

bondage-ending, completely-liberating gospel with me. I described him to friends as someone who had a 

“glow about him” and who seemed to be “filled with purpose” in his life. In fact, in many ways he was 

beautiful. How amazing is our God that His glorious work transcends into those who share it with others. 

  

Respond 
The beginning of Isaiah 52 says “Awake, awake.” “Awake.” A call to action, of acknowledging that we 

have been freed by God from our slavery, before we can have active, beautiful feet. In what ways are you 

still asleep? Where, in your life, has God made you aware that it is time to wake up and begin your 

beautiful journey? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Corey Bern 
  

 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

  

Pray: Father, we are thankful for the birth and life of Your son Jesus Christ, and the life we now live because of 

Him. Amen. 

  

Read: Genesis 3:8-15 

  

Reflect:  Before we begin, let’s look at what previously happened that led up to this familiar story: Adam and his 

wife (she has not yet been given the name Eve) have been placed in a Garden created by God. They are given access 

to all of the Garden, and it is theirs to care for and enjoy. In the Garden are many trees, including the “Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil,” which its fruit they are not to eat because it will bring death. The Serpent is 

introduced into the story, who cunningly causes the woman to doubt the command of God - to not eat of the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil. Woman then sees the fruit of the tree as good, and she and Adam partake. Upon 

consumption of the fruit, Adam and his wife realize their nakedness and make coverings for themselves. (Genesis 

2:15-3:7) 

  

When Adam and his wife hear God coming, what is their initial response? Where do they go? 

  

What are the questions God asks of Adam and his wife, and what are their responses? 

  

What is the judgment God gives to the serpent for its Deception?  

  

What hope is offered to humanity through God’s judgment of the deceiver? 

  

Respond: Are there things other than God that you try to rely on for comfort, similar to how the woman saw the 

fruit as “good” even though she was told it would bring death? This could be relationships, work, finances, etc.  

  

When the Holy Spirit prompts spiritual growth in your life, do you return to those comforts in fear and shame 

similar to how Adam and his wife return and hide in the trees? 

  

Part of the hope Christians share is the belief that God took on flesh, in an act of love, to save us from the Deceiver. 

God’s son, Jesus Christ, was born into this world and died so you no longer have to identify with your faults, but 

rather in the goodness in which God created you and the blamelessness of His son Jesus. 

  



How should the life of Christ affect your response to the Holy Spirit’s prompting and your relationship with God? 

(Hint - Read Hebrews 10:19-22) 

  

How do you now view God’s judgment of the serpent as we reflect on the birth of the Messiah and await His second 

coming? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Levi Spencer 

  

 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

  
Pray  

Lord God, Jesus, we delight in You.  We look forward to Your returning,  when the wolf will lie down 

with the lamb and the children will play near serpents. 

  

Read  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

  

Reflect 

The Dynasty of David and Solomon is seemingly ended, and just a “stump”.  But the stump is still alive 

and will grow again and bear fruit.  The following verses tell the promise of the coming Messiah; 

however, God’s children often don’t do well with promises of the future, they need tangible evidence.   

  

Why are these pairs of animals listed? 

  

Why did the writer choose “children will play near serpents? (Hint: Genesis 3:1, 13, 15) 

  

Respond 
Despite knowing Jesus walked on earth, and despite knowing He will come again, have you lost sight of 

that? Do you think of this as one event in the past and one in the future?  Or do you rejoice knowing Jesus 

is here now, within you; and celebrate the promise of his Second Coming?  

  

In your mind is this promise “yeah, maybe, someday”?  Or do you think,  “Yes, the Messiah is here, in 

me, restoring me!  He is coming again to fully restore His creation (verses 6-9) and Nature will be at 

peace with itself.” 

  

Take some time this Advent to reflect that Jesus the Messiah has come and will again. 

  

I know Isaiah 11 is not part of Handel’s “Messiah” but I can’t help reading anything in Isaiah without that 

music coming to mind.  Put Handel’s Messiah on and listen to it, not in the background, but with a cup of 

tea, or hot cocoa in hand and really listen:  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. 

  

Today's devotional was written by Dave Wiemer 
  

 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

  

Pray 
Lord today will You open my eyes, ears and spirit to see, hear, and be changed by Your word.  

  

Read 



Micah 5:2-5 

  

Reflect 
After reading the passage, take a moment and close your bible. Think back over what you read 

and re-tell the passage to yourself. What details do you recall? Is there a theme you see? Re-read 

the passage again in the context of the details and theme you have become aware of. What else 

do you see? 

  

Some details that stood out to me as I worked through the passage in the same way you just did 

are: 
 Things start small/come from small places (vs 2) 

 God moves through and uses people (vs 2) 

 God's timing is compared to entering into child labor and giving birth - expected but yet still 

unexpected and surprising (vs 3)  

 Under God's rule there is - unity (vs 3), strength (vs 4), security (vs 4), peace (vs 5)  

  

Respond 
This Advent season is a reminder that we are waiting on the Lord. As you go through your day 

be aware that God's presence and interactions in the world may come through you just like Christ 

came through Bethlehem Ephrathah. 

  

Are you and your prayers, thoughts, and actions rooted in God's unity, strength, security and 

peace? 

  

Do your prayers, thoughts and actions bring about more unity, strength, security and peace for 

those around you? 

  

Remember, God starts small and starts with you.   

  

Today’s devotional was written by Bryon Jordan 
  

 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

  

Pray 
O Lord, You are so gracious to me.  Help me to draw closer to You in this season of Advent.  

Thank You for the many ways you have blessed me. 

  

Read 

Luke 1:1-13 

  

Reflect 

Luke starts out this gospel by stating how carefully he researched the facts and investigated the 

eyewitness accounts.  This introduction helps us to see the testimony for our faith put into 

chronological order.  Case in point, the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth.  Do you have 

unanswered prayer like they did?   

  



These two faithful servants did not waiver in their devotion to God.  They remembered God’s 

covenant to never leave us.  Is it difficult for you to remember God’s promise and listen for His 

voice?  God invites us into relationship with him and that includes sharing our dreams and 

frustrations. 

  

Respond 

Do not be afraid.  God wants us to keep talking to Him.  He will give us courage for this day. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Carol Kimball 
  

 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
  

Pray 
God, thank You for creating me with a purpose. Thank You that in the midst of uncertainty when 

it comes to the future, You always have a plan that is far richer than what I can imagine. Amen 

  

Read  
Luke 1:14-17 

  

Reflect 
As I reflect on this passage, I think about the biblical Jewish Culture and what it means to have 

children. Not only are children a means to pass on family lineage, but having children was seen 

as having favor with God. So both Zechariah & Elizabeth are described as “righteous in the sight 

of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.”  

  

It seems strange that she was both barren & righteous. 

  

But an angel appearing before Zechariah changes everything.... 

  

Read Luke 1:16-17 and then read Malachi 4:5-6. How does the passage in Malachi relate to what 

Gabriel is telling Zechariah? 

  

Respond  

Zechariah goes from having to deal with the shame of having no children to being able to have 

the privilege of having the son that will fulfill the prophecy of preparing the way for the Lord. It 

wasn’t anything that he could imagine; it was far greater! 

  

What is an area of your life that you are struggling with right now? 

  

How can you begin (or continue) to give it to God, trusting in His plan? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Patrick Shaw 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 

  
Pray 
Father, We enter Your gates with thanksgiving for all Your many Blessings.  Help us take time now to 

pause, open the eyes of our hearts, and our ears to hear Your spiritual guidance. Clear our minds from 

matters and manners of this world and taste (be aware) of the Divine Kingdom...... 

  

Read 
Isaiah 40:3-5 

  

Reflect  

STOP!  LOOK!  LISTEN! 

Good advice for any person of any age before proceeding to cross the street. But it is equally good advice 

before we commence to do anything in life. 

  

Israel had not heard from God through a prophet for about 400 years, and many were longing, seeking, 

crying out for redemption..  

  

God had set the stage and had predicted through Isaiah:  

LISTEN! The playing field has been leveled, there will be no barriers for God's glory to be seen by all 

people together  

  

The LORD HAS SPOKEN: 

  

Why the wilderness, the desert place?  Not the typical place one would go to proclaim the Word of the 

LORD. If they wanted to hear what God was saying, they would have to make an effort to leave their 

comfort zone, get away from the crowd and the normal to experience the Supernatural. 

  

Respond  
  

Would you go out to a wasteland to hear?  

  

Do you have a place where you go to hear from God? 

  

Get away from the distractions of everyday life when you seek Him. Be still and know. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Deb Bening 
  

 

Monday, December 9, 2019 

  
Pray 

Father, as we remember the birth of Jesus during the Christmas season,  I pray that we will also remember 

that little boy John whom You filled with Your Spirit at his birth.  Just as John prepared the people of his 

day for the coming of the Lord, may we be Your messengers of the people of our day to prepare for the 

celebration of His birth.  

  

Read  

Luke 1: 18-25 



  

Reflect 

As I think about celebrating the birth of Jesus, I remember another little baby by the name of John.  One 

commentator noted that “Just as Jesus, John’s entrance into the world was marked by angelic 

proclamation and divine intervention.” 

  

Luke 1: 13 & 16 provides the important backdrop for our scripture reading for the day. God sends his 

messenger, the Angel Gabriel, to tell Zechariah that he and Elizabeth will have a son. He is to be called 

John. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit at his birth. He will “…prepare the people for the coming of 

the Lord.” 

  

Today, Luke is calling us, the people who love God,  to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the 

Christ child’s birth each day of this Advent Season  

  

Respond 

Reflect on the following questions: 

  

In what way am I preparing the way for God to enter my heart? 

  

Is there anyone that God has brought to my mind that I need to share the Good News of God’s love that 

we are celebrating this season, the birth of Jesus Christ? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Dave Meabon 

  
  

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

  
Pray 
Father, let me be so aware of You in my life that I am able to HEAR from You. 

  

Read 
Luke 1:39-45 

  

Reflect 
Here we have Mary going to her relative Elizabeth’s home.  Elizabeth is the mother of John.  Please read 

Luke 1, the last part of verse 15.  

  

When Mary speaks to Elizabeth, Elizabeth’s baby “jumped for joy” in her womb.  This is as if God spoke 

to both Mary and Elizabeth as well as John. 

  

Now we will probably never have an experience such as this.  But how are you able to hear from God?  

Through other people?  Through a message on Sunday morning? Through a song?  In nature? Through 

answered prayer?  

  

I will share with you that my husband and I had a very loud verbal “NO” from God.  It happened several 

years ago when we were trying to make a life changing decision.  We both heard it.  God had probably 

been trying to prevent us from following “OUR PLAN” but we wanted this thing pretty bad and so had 

been ignoring HIM.  We decided right then to be OBEDIENT and not follow our plan! 

  

Respond 



Please give yourself time to listen – really LISTEN - for God to speak to you.  Ponder in your hearts. 

Open your ears, eyes and heart to hear from our great Creator.  Be so aware that HE wants to be present in 

your life and communicate with you! 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Judy Horne  
  

 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

  
Pray 
Lord, help me to fully realize the great gift You have given me through Jesus our Lord. 

  

Read  

Luke 1:46-56 

  

Reflect 

First a little background.  Mary is visiting her relative Elizabeth (to be the mother of John the Baptist).  

Somehow the Holy Spirit communicates to both Elizabeth and her unborn child, John, that Mary is 

carrying Jesus the Savior of the world in her womb.  Elizabeth’s response to Mary leads Mary to a song 

of praise. 

  

In her song she praises God for His goodness to her, for His mighty arm that has done tremendous things, 

for His generosity to the hungry and poor of spirit, for keeping His promise to Abraham and his children 

forever! 

  

As I understand the scriptures, Mary was not yet married to Joseph.  So this young teenage “lowly servant 

girl” (her words) could have been in a tough spot in her culture.  Pregnant but no husband.  Yet she 

joyfully praises God. 

  

Respond 

I am thinking of the song “Blessed Be Your Name” by Matt Redman.  “He gives and takes away … 

blessed be the name of the Lord” 

  

I find it easier to praise God when all is well and the wind is at my back, and perhaps you do too.  

Because of His goodness to us in all circumstances, we need to praise God: 

when the wind is in our face 

in sad times 

in hard times 

in desert times 

in grieving times 

  

Blessed be the name of the Lord, amen! 

  

Today’s devotional was written by an Elder 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday, December 12, 2019 

  
Pray 

Dear El Emunah, The Faithful God. Thank You for being a faithful and loving God for generations 

(Deuteronomy 7:9). During this Advent season, make us aware. May we not hasten through this season 

and let life choke out the true meaning of Christmas. We quiet our hearts and slow down our pace to offer 

our time to You. May this time be holy and sacred.  

  

Read: 

Luke 1:57-66 

  

Reflect  

The name “John” means “Jehovah has been gracious or has shown favor”. The Old Testament ends with 

the minor prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi after the 70-year Babylonian exile. Then, for 400 

years, there was no new divine message. They had the Torah. They knew that the scriptures said a 

Messiah would come. But, no fulfillment of that or new promises were made. The Jewish people waited. 

Then, the angel came to Zechariah, before Mary. God had remembered and showed His favor once again. 

The Messiah was coming. The Bible is filled with people waiting. Abraham waited to be a father of 

nations. The slaves waited to be free in Egypt. The exiled waited to return to Jerusalem. The Jews waited 

for the Messiah. The disciples waited after Jesus’ death. We wait for Jesus’ return.  

  

Respond  

We often forget that God’s timing is not our timing. It might feel like God has forgotten about you. It can 

be hard to feel the child-like wonder in a season that is so entrenched now in consumerism and busy-ness. 

Honestly, it can be difficult to find the sacred in a religion that has become common-placed. Fight for the 

sacred! We serve a faithful God. We serve a God who is gracious and keeps His promise. Christmas is 

about a baby in a manger, but also so much more. It’s the God who existed in the beginning, who created 

everything, who was and is and is to come., the light that shines in the darkness and cannot be 

extinguished. What are you waiting on? Where are you questioning God’s timing, or even thinking maybe 

he forgot about you? What can you do during this Advent season to remind you of God’s faithfulness? 
Spend some time remembering all the ways God has shown you favor.  

  

Today’s devotional was written by Miranda Baskett 
  

 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

  

Pray: Lord, open my eyes and heart as you opened Zechariah’s mouth to speak.  Grant me the excitement and 

expectation that he had of Jesus coming.  As I read Your Word today, may I sense and feel Your love and mercy.  

Oh how deep and wide is Your love God, that you would pursue humanity and send Your Son to Earth knowing that 

He will be the sacrifice necessary to bring us back into a right relationship with You.  Thank You Father.  Help me 

to live and serve You without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as I live.  In the most precious name of 

Jesus, Amen. 

  

Read:  Luke 1:67-80 

  

Reflect: Preceding this, Zechariah has been stricken with being mute from not trusting the angel that prophesied the 

birth of John the Baptist.  John the Baptist is born and Zechariah’s mouth is freed to speak and from him bursts forth 

passion and prophecy.  He goes on to share how great it is that God has kept His promise and how God has provided 

the way to salvation. 



 Luke 1:78-79 “Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, to 

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.” 

  

Before this he shares why God has willed to send His Son, Jesus, and fulfilled His covenant He swore on oath with 

Abraham. 

  

Luke 1:75b “so we can serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as we live.” 

  

The Birth of Christ is full of significance, depth, and meaning.  It is not the beginning of God restoring mankind to 

the way that He intended, but it is an integral part.  Christ came to bring light to our darkness, to bring freedom from 

our death, to bring peace from our chaos, to show the unfathomable depth of His love, and purpose to our lives.   

  

Respond: What darkness do you need to allow Christ to enter into in your life? 

  

What freedom or peace do you need to not just ask God to provide, but wait expectantly for? 

  

Where are you questioning God’s love? Or wondering if He could still love someone like you? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Jason Koval 

  

 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

  

Pray  
Heavenly Father, open my heart and mind to receive Your teaching through the account of Mary.  May 

my faith be as pure and trusting as Mary’s.  Lord, let me hear you when You speak to me and may I 

receive it unconditionally. Amen. 

  

Read 

Luke 1: 26-38   

  

Reflect 

Imagine if you were Mary and this incredible calling was presented to you by the angel Gabriel.  Gabriel 

first assures Mary, then reveals the plans that God has for her.  Like most of us, she has questions to 

understand how this could be possible, but her trust in the Lord and her faith that it would come to be, as 

it was told her, was enough.  Luke 1:38 says: Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything 

you have said about me come true.”   With that response she accepted “everything” said.  That included 

the risk of losing Joseph, her future husband, fear of shame from her community, and giving up her 

control of what she had expected in her life.  But also came the blessing, the Lord’s favor and presence, 

her part in bringing the Son of God into the world.  Her trust in God’s word allowed her to accept it all in 

faith. 

  

Respond 

Where has God been speaking to you?  Maybe it has not been from a visiting angel, but perhaps in a quiet 

time of prayer and reflection.  Perhaps it has been through a challenging sermon or a word shared by a 

trusted brother or sister in Christ. Has fear or “logic” caused you to reject a call in your life?   

  

Are you open to accepting “everything” like Mary?  This means putting aside your own plans and agenda 

and following a path that does not fit what you perceive as to how the world works.  Accepting everything 

means risk, it means unknowns, but it also means blessings and being a part of God’s plan. 

  



If you think you have a word from God spoken into your life, take that into your prayers and freely ask 

the Lord to affirm it.  You may not have the path revealed to you but be open to the first step.  Mary did 

not have the entire plan revealed to her, but she trusted that she only had to be the Lord’s servant. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Barry Burnham 
  

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

  
Pray 
God, please allow me to see Your light, to bask in its warmth and glow, and reflecting it out into the 

world. Amen. 

 

Read  
John 3:16-19 

 

Reflect 
The book of John begins talking about "The Word" and "The Light" (John 1), both a reference to Jesus.  

This metaphor of light is continued as the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus earlier in the 

chapter is explained.  What does this "Light" and "Darkness" from this passage mean to you? 

 

In this passage, it is mentioned that we were “condemned.”  Where does this condemnation originally 

come from? 

 

What removes this condemnation? 

 

We stand condemned due to our sins, and original sin that preceded it.  We all fall short of the glory of 

God.  And it is belief in Jesus, the one that was sent by God, that redeems us. His light pushes aside the 

darkness.  Unfortunately, we are prone to wallow in the darkness. 

 

I often like to go out and view Christmas lights in my local community.  With this passage in mind, what 

do these lights now represent to you? 

 

Respond  

What darkness in your life do you need the Light of Jesus to shine into?  Who in your life can you reflect 

Gods light into? 

 

Go out and view some Christmas lights in your local community.  See Jesus' light in them, and allow 

them to help you believe in His presence in this world, and in you. 

 

 

Today's devotional was written by Jeffrey Rodriguez 
  

 

Monday, December 16, 2019 

  

Pray: Pray to the Lord and thank Him for those in your family who came 

before you and the impact they had on your walk with Jesus.   

  

Read: Matthew 1:1-17 

  



Reflect: My mother Betsy White was the fifth born child out of seven siblings. I am alive today as a 

direct result of my Grandparents following the directive of the church to “be fruitful and multiply”. 

Throughout my family lineage someone was introduced to a life in Christ and that faith survived and 

thrived as it was passed down generation to generation and finally to me. I am literally eternally grateful 

for that gift surviving to me. I now have the highest responsibility to “be fruitful and multiply” as well as 

to pass my faith in Jesus on to my two children. My responsibility is to not break the chain. Who knows 

what amazing things God will do in my family line? Who knows what amazing things God will do in 

your family line!  

  

In the first chapter in Matthew we are walked through, step-by-step, the lineage of Jesus Christ. Every 

person in the chain was given credit for their part in passing the baton that lead to the birth of our Savior 

Jesus Christ. Each generation had difficulty, each generation was tested, and each generation persevered 

so that Jesus Christ was born to save us all.  

Many thanks to all those in Jesus’ family line! 

  

Respond: Please take a few minutes and write down your family history as the best you know.  

  

Next write down your history in your faith in Jesus Christ, who lead you to believe, who lead the person 

who lead you and so on.  Please take a moment and thank God for every step, as none were an accident, 

God was linking people to bring Himself to you.   

  

As we approach Christmas let us all take a moment and praise God for all those in our history and let us 

be thankful for those in Jesus’ history. 

  

Merry Christmas to my Washington Church Family – and thank you for being part of my journey in 

Christ! 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Tim White 
  

 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 

  

Pray 

Father God, help me to recognize Your face and hear Your voice today. Speak to me.   

  

Read  

Isaiah 7:13-14 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Listen well, you royal family of David! Isn’t it enough to exhaust human 

patience? Must you exhaust the patience of my God as well? 14 All right then, the Lord himself 

will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and 

will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). 

  

Reflect 
Over 700 years before Christ Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah revealed this prophesy to Ahaz, 

king of Judah during a period of great fear of being conquered. Does the Good News of Jesus’ 

birth this season help you overcome fear or anxiety? God is working in all things for His good. I 

easily forget that, do you? 

  

Respond 



Replay today in your mind, and notice any points when fear, anxiety, or doubt tugged at you. 

Give these over to God to trust Him more tomorrow. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Todd Taylor 
  

 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

  

Pray 

Lord, during this time of Advent we ask that You continue to show us Your heart for Your 

people and to see those people through Your eyes of love. 

  

Read 

Matthew 1:18-25 

  

Reflect 

At the beginning of this scripture reading we see that Joseph has found out his future wife is 

pregnant and he knows he is not the father.  His world has just been flipped upside down and 

shaken to its core.  His plans for his life have just been drastically altered when he was on the 

cusp of a major event. Imagine the inner turmoil he must be wrestling through. He has a decision 

to make: how do I respond to this situation?  We see that Joseph desires to be faithful to the law 

(vs 19).  He also goes beyond the rule of the law and places love in the middle. He chooses to 

show love and honor to Mary by "divorcing her quietly" to not expose her to public shame. He 

placed Mary before himself! He chose to live out of love and not out of self-preservation. Then, 

in the midst of this, God steps in and speaks through an angel and Joseph does not complain or 

explain how he has been wronged, he continues to operate out of this love.  What an example he 

sets for his future son! 

  

Respond 

How often in life do we find ourselves wronged by others, our situations, and/or circumstances 

and we immediately want to protect ourselves?  

  

How can we see these moments as an opportunity to radically show God's love?  Where is God 

calling you to respond out of His love with love? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Eric Polz 
  

 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

  

Spend a few minutes to quiet yourself, and prepare to receive what God has for you in His Word today.  

  

Prayer: Father, open my eyes to see what You want me to see, my heart to receive what You have for 

me, my mind to understand what You have for me in this time, this space.  

  

Read:  Luke 2: 1-7 

  



Reflect:  As required by the ruling government, Joseph and Mary made the trip from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem to register for the census. It is my understanding that this is a journey of about 90 miles, so 

about like going from Toledo to Cleveland, except that it is mountainous.  Further, this journey is during 

the rainy season, so it would have been cold, perhaps freezing at night. Oh, and they likely walked, 

carrying their food and supplies with them,  so the journey with pregnant Mary would have been about 

four to seven days.  

  

Respond: Have you ever been required to do something that was not comfortable or convenient? What 

was your attitude about that?  

  

I'm struck by the manner in which  these two seem to proceed in humility, without grumbling, on this 

journey at an inconvenient time, surely in discomfort for Mary. Yet, the text makes no hint of their 

considering not going, or not doing as required.  They move along on the journey in humble obedience.  

  

Is  your choosing obedience determined by convenience or your own  comfort? Do you expect that, when 

you are walking in obedience to God's will, it will be at your convenience, in a comfortable manner?    

  

God has a purpose in what we are asked to do, a purpose in all of it, inconvenient, uncomfortable, all of 

it.  

  

God had all this planned out, long ago., what earthly parents his Son would be born to (see Isaiah 11:1), 

where the baby would be born (see Micah 5:2). 

  

Everything has meaning in God's plan! Our discomfort or inconvenience all has meaning in this journey 

of faith. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Ann Bernius 
  

 

Friday, December 20, 2019 

  

Pray: 

God, for today, please open my eyes to what I find joy in. 

  

Read 
Luke 2:8-15 

  

Reflect 

Let’s focus on the message to the shepherds AND the response of the shepherds.  

  

Shepherds have an angel deliver a message directly to them, saying, “I bring you Good News 

that will cause great joy for all the people. A Savior is here and he comes in the form of a baby.”  

  

The message: “GOOD NEWS. GREAT JOY. FOR ALL THE PEOPLE.”  

  

The response:  Even though shepherds in that time were of a low class and in general, outcasts, 

uneducated and dirty, they had the audacity to go and meet the Messiah himself.  

  

Respond 



1. What have you taken joy in lately? 

2. What would your life look like if it were not marked with joy in your Savior?  

3. Who will you share this message of great joy with today?  

  

Fact: 40% of the world knows nothing about Jesus being the Savior of the World. They are kept 

from the greatest joy they could experience because they have no access to this Good News. Pray 

today for enough joy that will make it impossible to keep to yourself. Pray for it to spill over into 

family, friends, and strangers. Pray also for laborers who are willing to go places that know of no 

such joy.  

  

Today’s devotional was written by Mitch Machir 
  

 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 

  

Pray 
Lord, help us to know that You came as fully man, in humble circumstances, but yet surrounded by glory. 

  

Read 

Luke 2: 15-21 

  

Reflect 

I had the pleasure of growing up on a farm in eastern Montana. I can well imagine the reality of being in a stable 

with all of the accompanying sounds and smells of being inside with animals.  It would have been a very earthy 

experience, to say the least.  And I’m sure the shepherds brought with them too the distinctive smell that someone 

caring for sheep would undoubtedly have.  And yet there was magic in the moment and excitement beyond that of a 

birth because of the announcement of the angels to the lowliest of people, the shepherds in the field.  When they 

came into the village (probably asking around for which stable had a baby) it says all who heard their story were 

astonished.  

  

It is very interesting that the shepherds went from being afraid (vs. 9), to boldly deciding to check out this good 

news (vs. 15).  Surely they were riding an emotional high after being visited by the angels who were rejoicing and 

worshipping God.  Instead of just wondering among themselves and holding on to their amazing experience, they 

went to Bethlehem and sought out the baby and His parents and shared their experience with them. Their message of 

the appearance of angels would reinforce what Mary had been told earlier by her own heavenly messenger. 

  

Perhaps that is why Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often.  

  

And because of what they witnessed in the stable, the shepherds went back to their normal lives, glorifying and 

praising God. 

  

Respond 

Who doesn’t rejoice at the birth of a child?  The births of my own children and now my grandchildren are some of 

the happiest moments of my life. Yet this child quietly arrived in very humble circumstances, yet also celebrated in 

this amazing way!  

  

Listen to the Christmas Carol “Angels We Have Heard On High” today and imagine yourself out in the countryside, 

witnessing the hosts of heaven singing their praises to God in your presence, and allow yourself time to glorify and 

praise God for the gift of His Son.  

  

  

Today’s devotional was written by Ray Hafemann 

  

 



Sunday, December 22, 2019 

  

Pray  
God, thank You for pursuing me no matter how far away I am and speaking to me in ways I 

understand.  

  

Read 
Matthew 2:1-12 

  

Reflect  

The wise men were far away in the east, with their eyes on the stars. Where are you this season? 

Where are your eyes?  

  

God meets the wise men where they are and through what they understand---the stars. But their 

knowledge and pursuits are not what made them wise. The “wise men are only wise because they 

make their priority the seeking of Christ...” (Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift).  

  

The busy-ness of this season can twist my priorities and leave me feeling exhausted. Taking time 

to stop and write out where I see God and His gifts to me, helps me to re-direct my gaze where it 

belongs. 

  

Respond 

Do you need to adjust your course? 

  

Every time you see Christmas lights this week, stop, breathe, and look for God. List the ways 

you are seeing His presence in your days. 

  

Today's devotional was written by Nicolle Reid 
  

 

Monday, December 23, 2019 

  
Pray 
Father, help me to remember Your loving providence. May that lead me to worship You in thanksgiving. 

Give me eyes to see the immeasurable riches You have given us in Your Word. 

  

Read 
Matthew 2:13-18 

  

Reflect 
How often have we read this story as fulfillment of prophecy, but not as exhortation or instruction? Notice 

the urgency of the circumstances in the passage. Death was imminent. In the middle of the night Joseph 

abruptly wakes up his family, likely gathers their few belongings, and flees with his sights on an 

unfamiliar land, staking all he has and loves on the word of the Lord. Joseph doesn’t hesitate or waver. He 

confidently trusts in the goodness and faithfulness of the God who “rejoices in doing His people good 

(Jeremiah 32:41),” and whose word is a “lamp for his feet and a light for his path (Psalm 119:105).” This 

loving providence and care that God has shown in this passage we must believe is ours in Christ Jesus 



(John 16:27). Though our enemy is no longer a furious Herod, he is a mighty and roaring adversary all the 

more set on our destruction (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

  

Respond 
With this in mind, do we believe that life and death are at stake in our obedience (James 1:15)? Do we 

drink in His Word with urgency in our quiet times, eager to trust our lives to the hands of our loving 

Father?  Do we unwaveringly trust His Word as the “path to life (Psalm 16:11), fullness of joy, and 

abundant life (John 10:10)?” We must ask, has the Word of the Lord grown so common to us that there 

are areas of our lives where it is no longer treasured or revered? If so, perhaps we have forgotten 

goodness of our God and the brutality of our adversary. 

  

Let’s praise God that He will keep us from the evil one who prowls around like a roaring lion seeking to 

devour God’s children (John 10:28, 17:15). 

  

Let’s praise Him that His Word was given for our good and joy - for He is greatly glorified by a praising, 

dancing, and satisfied people. 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Andrew Jeter. 
  

 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

  

Pray - Faithful Father, I come to You with open hands and a moldable heart and mind. As I read Your word may 

Your Spirit work within me, speak to me, renew my hope in You.  Amen 

  

Read 
Matthew 2:19-23 

  

Reflect 

What was Joseph’s response to the directions he was given in his dreams?  

  

Silent night, Holy Night all is calm all is bright...the words of this beautiful Christmas song are one of my favorite 

Christmas Eve traditions at church. Hearing these words sung in chorus while focusing on the light of the candle in 

my hand is such a beautiful reminder for me of God’ peace, faithfulness, and hope for the coming day. No matter 

how dark the night gets God’s light is still there shining.    

  

I think of Mary and Joseph as they are waiting in Egypt. What a dark time this must have felt for them. I imagine 

that the way that their life story was unraveling was not what they had planned in their mind...an unplanned 

pregnancy, traveling during the last uncomfortable days of pregnancy, giving birth in a manger, receiving word that 

the king wants to kill your son, running, hiding, raising your son in a foreign land away from all family and supports 

for an unknown amount of time, waiting, waiting, and waiting some more. Then when the waiting is finally over and 

they do receive direction from God’s angel it is not the answer that I would’ve wanted to hear. They are told it is 

safe to return to their homeland but not to their hometown because of continued fear of safety.  

  

What strikes me most in today’s passage is Joseph’s response. Two times in this passage it says that he received 

directions in a dream from God’s angel and that “Joseph obeyed.” Not questioned, not worried more, did not what 

he thought was best, but simply that Joseph obeyed. Despite the hardships that Joseph and Mary endured, they 

continued to trust and look for God’s shining light of hope for their life even when they may not have understood the 

details.  

  

As we celebrate on this holy night a time of waiting for Christmas morning, I ask you to think of your own dark 

moments of waiting and uncertainty. Are you focusing on the darkness surrounding you or His light, peace, hope, 

and promise to be faithful to you?  

  



Respond 

Is it easy for you to follow directions when you don’t know all the details, or when things aren’t going the way you 

want them to go?  

  

Think of a time when you were in a period of waiting and uncertainty. How was God calling you to trust Him? Did 

you chose to obey? If yes, how did He give you hope or reveal His faithfulness to you? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Jennie Koval 

  

 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019   

  

Pray  
God, open my ears to hear and my heart to listen. Thank You for the gift of Your son and for 

bringing me out of darkness.  

  

Read  

John 1:1-8 

  

Reflect 
The beginning of this passage reminds me of Genesis. If Jesus is the Word and the Word was 

there in the beginning, what implications does this have for us? 

  

What does the “light” represent? What are some characteristics of light, and how does that 

deepen our understanding of the metaphor? 

  

John 1:5 reminds me of Isaiah 9:2. That whole passage in Isaiah (through verse 11) is a prophecy 

of Jesus and the hope of a coming savior. What hope we have that this light cannot be stopped or 

controlled (John 1:5)! 

  

Why do you think God used John to tell about the light? What implications does that have for us 

as followers of Christ? 

  

Respond  

John was a light-bearer bringing the Good News to all. How is God calling you to bring light 

into dark places? 

  

Today’s devotional was written by Clay Rice 
  

 


