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Doctrinal Statement 
 

THE BIBLE 
 

We believe that "all scripture is given by inspiration of God," by which we 

understand the whole Bible is inspired in the sense that holy men of God were 

"moved by the Holy Spirit" to write the very words of Scripture. We believe that this 

divine inspiration extends equally and fully to all parts of the writings—historical, 

poetical, doctrinal, and prophetic as appeared in the words of the original manuscripts. 

We believe that all the Scriptures center about the Lord Jesus Christ in His person and 

work in His first and second coming and hence that no portion, even of the Old 

Testament, is properly read, or understood, until it leads to Him. We also believe that 

all Scripture is sufficient and powerful for a victorious Christian life and was designed 

for our practical instruction. (Mark 12:26; 36, 13:11; Luke 24; 27, 44; John 5:39;  

Acts 1:16, 17:2, 3, 18:28; 26:22, 23, 28:23; Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 2:13, 10:11;  

II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20, 21; Hebrews 4:12) 

 

THE GODHEAD 
 

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons—Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit—and that these three have precisely the same nature, attributes, and are 

worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence, and obedience.  

(Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 12:29; John 1:14; Acts 5:3, 4; II Corinthians 13:14; 

Hebrews 1:1-3, Revelation 1:4-6) 

 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

FIRST ADVENT 
 

We believe the eternal Son of God was born of the Virgin, and received a human 

body and a sinless human nature. (Luke 1:30-35; John 1:18, 3:16; Hebrews 4: 15) 

 

We believe that He was a perfect man, and sinless throughout His life; yet He 

retained His absolute deity, being at the same time very God and very man. (Luke 

2:40; John 1:1, 2; Philippians 2:5-8) 



4          Doctrinal Statement     

 

We believe that in fulfillment of prophecy He came to Israel as her Messiah-

King, was rejected, and according to the eternal counsel of God, gave His life as a 

ransom for all. (Isaiah 53:3-12; John 1:11; Acts 2:22-24; I Timothy 2:6) 

 

We believe that, in infinite love for the lost, He voluntarily accepted His Father's 

will and became the divinely provided sacrificial Lamb and took away the sin of the 

world; bearing the holy judgments against sin that the righteousness of God must 

impose. His death was, therefore, the substitution in the most absolute sense—the Just 

for the unjust—and by His death made provision for the salvation of the lost. (John 

1:29; Romans 3:25, 26; II Corinthians 5:14; Hebrews 10; 5-14; I Peter 3:18) 

 

We believe that, according to the Scriptures, He arose from the dead in the same 

body, though glorified, in which He had lived and died, and that His resurrected body 

will be given to all believers. (John 20:20; Philippians 3:20) 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

1. The Person of the Holy Spirit. We believe in the personality and deity of the 

Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the blessed Trinity who is equal with God the Father 

and God the Son and is of the same divine nature. (Matthew 28:19;  

John 14:26; Acts 5:3-4, 13:4; Romans 8:9; II Corinthians 13:14) 

 

2. The Work of the Holy Spirit. We believe that the Holy Spirit was active in 

creation, and today is responsible for the conviction of sin, restraining evil, 

regenerating, permanently indwelling, anointing, baptizing, sealing, filling and gifting 

believers. He is the agent of the new birth as He breaks the sinner's stubborn will and 

enables him/her to believe. (John 3:3-8, 16:8-14; I Corinthians 6:19;   

Ephesians 1:13, 4:30, 5:18; II Thessalonians 2:6-8; Titus 3:5) 

 

3. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit. We believe the Holy Spirit is the agent through 

whom each believer receives at least one spiritual gift and that these are given to be 

used for the edification of other believers. We believe that some gifts of the Holy 

Spirit such as speaking in tongues, miraculous healings, and prophecy, were 

temporary, and are not operative today. (Romans 12:3-8;  

1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28-30, 13:8-10; Ephesians 4:11-13) 
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MAN, CREATED AND FALLEN 
 

We believe that man was originally created in the image and after the likeness of 

God, and that he fell through sin, and, because of his sin, lost his relationship with 

God, becoming dead in trespasses and sins, and then he became subject to the power 

of the devil. We also believe that this spiritual death, or total depravity of human 

nature, has been transmitted to the entire human race, the Man, Christ Jesus alone 

being excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the world with a 

nature that not only possesses no spark of divine life, but is essentially and 

unchangeably sinful apart from divine grace. (Genesis 1:26, 2:17, 6:5; Psalm 14:1-3, 

51:5, Jeremiah 17:9, John 3:6, 5:40, 6:53; Romans 3:10-19, 8:6-7;  

Ephesians 2:1-13; I Timothy 5:6, I Timothy 3:8) 

 

 

SALVATION THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ALONE 
 

We believe that salvation is by grace through repentance and faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ alone, that He died in the sinner's place as his substitute. No other acts, 

such as confession, baptism, prayer or faithful service, to be added to believing as a 

condition of salvation. (John 1:12, 3:16, 18, 26, 5:24, 6:29; Acts 13:39, 16:31; 

Romans 1:16-17, 3:22, 26, 4:5, 10:4, Galatians 3:22) 

 

We believe God has elected and chosen whom He will for His good pleasure and 

that when a person exercises faith in Christ as illustrated and described in the New 

Testament, they have passed out of spiritual death into spiritual life, and from the old 

creation into the new; he is justified, accepted in Christ the beloved, that the Child of 

God is eternally secure and can never lose his salvation. (John 5:24, 10:28, 13:1, 

14:16, 17, 17:11; Romans 8:29; I Corinthians 6:19) 

 

 

SANCTIFICATION 
 

We believe that sanctification, which is setting apart or separation unto God for 

His purpose, is threefold: There is a 1) positional sanctification, 2) progressive 

sanctification made necessary by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who is active in 

maturing the believer in his/her daily walk with God, and 3) perfect sanctification 

which will be realized when the believer sees Christ and is made like Him.  

(Ephesians 2:10, Philippians 1:6; 1 Corinthians 1:2; II Corinthians 7:1;  

I Thessalonians 3:12-13)
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
 

We believe that it is the privilege, not only of some, but of all who are born again 

by the Spirit through faith in the Lord Jesus as revealed in the Scriptures, to be assured 

of their salvation from the very day they take Him to be their Savior; and that this 

assurance is not founded upon any fancied discovery of his/her own worthiness or 

fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God in His written Word, and through the 

witness and work of the Holy Spirit, producing within His children filial love, 

gratitude, and obedience. (Luke 10:20, 21:32, II Corinthians 5:1, 6:8,  

II Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 10:22; 1 John 3:24, 5:13) 

 

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

We believe that the universal Church is the Bride and Body of Christ and 

believers become members of the Church at the time of salvation by the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit regardless of membership or non membership in a local Church. (I 

Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:19-22; Colossians 1:18-26.) 

 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

We believe that the universal Church is manifested through the local church, 

which is an organized assembly of baptized believers, with elected elders, who meet 

together regularly for the worship of God, instruction in the Word of God, the 

evangelization of the lost, fellowship and the observance of the ordinances of the local 

church. (Acts 14:23, 27; 20:17, 28; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Hebrews 10:25.) 

 

END-TIME EVENTS 
 

"God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate 

end. According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in a 

glorified body to the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in 

righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to hell, the place of eternal 

punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their 

reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ." 

(Matthew 16:27; 24:27-31; 25:31-46; Luke 27:22-37; John 14:1-3;  

Philippians 3:20-21; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 9:27-28;  

II Peter 3:7-13; Revelation 1:18; 20:1; 22:21.) 
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THE ORDINANCES OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

We believe that there are only two ordinances ordained by Christ which are 

believer's baptism and the Lord's Supper. Believer's baptism is a public 

acknowledgment that the candidate has been identified with Christ in His death, 

burial, and resurrection through personal faith in Christ alone as Lord and Savior. The 

Lord's Supper is in remembrance of the body and blood of Christ.  

(Acts 2:41-47, 10:47-48; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17, 21, 11:23-26)  
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BYLAWS 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Calvary Bible Church is a body of Bible-believing Christians governed by 

the Word of God through Elders. This church has no organizational connection 

with any denomination. 

Calvary Bible Church is completely autonomous in the governing of its 

own affairs, in its declarations of belief and intent. It exercises sole and complete 

control of all property held in its name by Trustees duly appointed under the laws 

of the State of Texas. 

 

ARTICLE I 

 
Name 

 

The name of this church is Calvary Bible Church 

 

ARTICLE II 
 

Purpose 

 

The Purpose of this church is to glorify God in: 

1. The public worship of Him. 

2. The making of disciples through the teaching and modeling of God's 

word. 

3. The world-wide proclamation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. Contending "for the faith that was once delivered unto the Saints." 

5. Cooperating with such Christian activity which its leaders deem to be in 

harmony with God's Holy Word until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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ARTICLE III 
 

Membership 

 
Section 1 Qualification  
 

All those who become members of this Christian body, must profess Jesus Christ 

as their Lord and Savior and willingly submit to the authority of the Elders. 

 

Section 2 Confirmation 

 

The Elders will interview the prospective member and, upon their confirmation, 

he or she will be publicly welcomed as a member at the earliest convenient date. 

 

Section 3 Baptism 

 

Water baptism at the earliest convenient date will be required of all new members 

not previously baptized. 

 

Section 4 Church Discipline 

 

A. Church discipline is a process the Local church initiates when 

known unconfessed sin exists among those to whom we minister. It 

is action that is designed to keep the body pure of immorality (1 

Cor. 5:1-13), false teaching (Tit. 1:9-11; Gal. 1:8-9; 1 Tim. 1:19-20, 

6:3-5; 2 John 9-11), and divisiveness (3 John 9-10; 1 Tim. 5:19-21; 

Rom. 16:17-18; Tit. 3:9-11; Matt. 18:15).  It is carried out in the 

spirit of love and humility with restoration of the believer who is 

sinning as its aim (Matt. 18:15-20; 2 Cor. 2:7-8; Gal. 6:1). 

B. Members of this church and all other professing Christians who 

regularly attend or fellowship with this church who err in doctrine, 

or who engage in conduct that violates Scripture as determined by 

the Elders, shall be subject to church discipline, including dismissal 

according to Matthew 18:15-18. Before such dismissal, however, 

(1) it shall be the duty of any member of this church who has 

knowledge of the erring individual’s heresy or misconduct to warn 

and correct such erring individual in private, seeking his or her 

repentance and restoration. If the erring individual does not heed 

this warning, then (2) the warning member shall again go to the 

erring individual, seeking his or her repentance, but accompanied by 
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C. one or two individuals who shall confirm that the sin has occurred 

or is continuing to occur, and/or that the erring individual has been 

appropriately confronted and has refused to repent. The first and 

second warnings may occur with no specified time interval. If the 

erring individual still refuses to heed this warning, then (3) it shall 

be brought to the attention of the Elders. If the Elders determine—

after thorough investigation in accord with the procedures 

prescribed by pertinent Scripture, including Matthew 18:15-18, 1 

Timothy 5:19—that there is corroborating evidence that the erring 

individual has sinned or is continuing to sin, that he or she has been 

appropriately confronted, and that he or she has refused to repent, 

then the Elders shall inform the church and the congregation thereof 

at a called member meeting in order that the church may call the 

erring individual to repentance. If the erring individual demonstrates 

repentance, then notice to that effect may be given at a regularly 

scheduled worship service. If, however, the erring individual does 

not repent in response to the church in its collective call to 

repentance, then (4) he or she shall be publicly dismissed from the 

fellowship and/or membership of the church and the congregation 

thereof at a regularly scheduled worship service. If the erring 

individual, after such dismissal, heeds the warning, demonstrates 

repentance, and requests reinstatement before the Elders then he or 

she shall be publicly restored to all the rights, duties, privileges, and 

responsibilities of fellowship and/or membership.  

D. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Elders in the exercise of their 

discretion may proceed directly to the third stage of church 

discipline (i.e. the informing of the church and the congregation 

thereof at a regularly scheduled worship service in order that the 

church may call the erring individual to repentance), or to the fourth 

stage of church discipline (i.e. the dismissal from the fellowship 

and/or membership of the church), when one or more of the 

following have occurred;  

1. Where the transgression and the refusal to repent have been 

public, i.e. open and to the offense of the whole Church (I 

Corinthians 5:1-5); 

2. Where the disciplined party has taught or otherwise 

disseminated doctrine deemed false or erroneous by the 

Elders, then chosen to disregard the direction and reproof of 

the Elders (Romans 16:17); or 
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3. Where the disciplined party has been warned twice to cease 

from factious and divisive conduct and has chosen to 

disregard that warning (Titus 3:10-11). 

E. The members of this church, and all other professing Christians 

who regularly attend or fellowship with this church, agree that there 

shall be no appeal to any court because of the dismissal or because 

of public statements to the congregation at the third or fourth stages 

of church discipline. Members who are under discipline by the 

church, as defined in the previous paragraphs, forfeit and waive the 

right to resign from this church. Resignations from membership are 

possible only by members who are in good standing and who are 

not under any disciplinary action.  

F. Separate and apart from the process of church discipline, but subject 

to the discretion and approval of the elders (or a duly constituted 

subcommittee thereof), a member, non-member, regular attender, or 

other individual may be notified that he or she is not to be present 

upon church premises for such a period of time as is deemed 

necessary for the safety and well-being of others on church 

premises. Such required absence may, but need not, be concurrent 

with church discipline of that person. 

 

Section 5 Removal of Members 

 

A. No member will be removed from the Membership Roll except for just 

cause. 

B. A member may be removed from the Membership Roll upon: 

1. "Refusing to heed the warning of the Elders and the church" 

according to section 4 "Church Discipline" of Article III. 

2. Failure to give a satisfactory explanation for his or her habitual 

absence, for a period of six months, from communion and other 

gatherings for worship. 

3. Member's request, provided the member is in good standing 

and is not under any disciplinary action. 
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ARTICLE IV 
 

Government and Offices 

 

Section 1 General Statement 

 

A. Under Christ's leadership the government of this church is invested in 

the office of Elder. 

B. A Membership Meeting may be called at any time by the Elders. Notice 

of the time, place and purpose shall be announced at the Worship 

Service on the Lord's Day, one week in advance. In cases of emergency, 

the congregation will be notified by mail. No business shall be 

transacted in such a meeting except that which is stated in the call. 

C. Upon recommendations by the Elders, the membership shall confirm at 

a Membership Meeting the Confirmation of: 

1. New Elder(s). 

2. The call of a Pastor. 

3. Decisions relative to the sale and purchase of real church 

property. 

 

Section 2 Offices 

 

The offices of this church are the Elders and the Deacons. 

 

Section 3 Elders  

 

The Senior Pastor is part of the team of Elders with equal authority. 

 

A. Qualifications 

 

Those seeking this office must be: 

1. Of sound faith, wisdom and discretion meeting the 

qualifications stated in I Timothy 3:1-7. 

2. In full and hearty agreement with the Doctrine and Bylaws of 

this church. 

 

B. Responsibilities 
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1. Oversee the spiritual interest of the church and exercise 

government, church discipline, ordinances, and the ordination 

and installation of Elders, Pastors, and Gospel Ministers. 

2. Watch diligently over the flock, that no corruption of doctrine 

or of morals enters. 

3. Oversee all ministries, its leaders and their spiritual and 

physical needs. 

4. Search for new Pastor(s) when needed. 

5. Secure an interim Pastor to fill the pulpit in the absence of the 

Pastor(s). 

6. The Elders will secure an Elder and/or an outside speaker to fill 

the pulpit in the emergency absence of the Pastor(s). 

7. Appoint individuals or committees for the transaction of its 

business. 

8. Confirm one of its own to serve as its secretary for a period of 

one year to: 

a. Record the Minutes of all Elder and Membership 

Meetings. 

b. Preserve the church records. 

c. Grant access to the church records whenever properly 

requested. 

9. Hire or dismiss employees, ministry leader and ministry 

worker. 

10. Determine when additional Elders are needed. 

 

C. Confirmation 

 

1. The Elders will present a scripturally qualified man or men 

(examined prior to confirmation [1 Timothy 3:1-7]) to the 

membership at least one week before confirmation. 

2. A majority of at least three-fourths of the members present will 

be necessary to confirm the new Elder(s) call. 

 

D. Ordination 

 

A special service will be conducted for the new Elder(s) in which the 

responsibilities and qualifications of the office are reviewed. The new Elder(s) are 

recognized and challenged to fulfill their ministry and the church is exhorted to submit 

to their shepherding and oversight. 

 



14          Bylaws 

E. Removal 

 

1. No Elder will be removed except for just cause.  

(1 Timothy 5:19) 

2. An Elder may be removed from office by: 

a. Voluntarily resigning 

b. A result of church disciplinary action (7 Timothy 5:17-

22) 

c. A result of disciplinary action from within the office  

(1 Timothy 5: 17-22) 

d. His personal belief, preaching or teaching are not in full 

accord with the Doctrine and Bylaws of this church. 

 

Section 4 Pastor(s) 

 

A. Selection 

 

1. Only such men shall be recommended for the pastorate who: 

a. Meet the qualifications for Elder (I Timothy 3:1-7) 

b. Become a member of this church. 

2. A Pastor shall be called for an indefinite period. 

3. A Pastor's salary shall be set by the Elders. 

 

B. Confirmation 

 

1. Upon the Elders’ recommendation, a candidate for Pastor must 

be approved by the church members at a Membership Meeting. 

2. A majority of at least three-fourths of the members present will 

be necessary to confirm the new Senior Pastor or Associate 

Pastor(s) call. 

 

C. Responsibilities 

 

1. The Senior Pastor, along with the Elders, shall have general 

oversight of the spiritual life, regular services and ministration 

of the Ordinances of the Church, and ordination and installation 

of Elders, Pastors, and Gospel Ministers. 

2. The Senior Pastor shall act as moderator at all Elder and 

Membership Meetings, if available. 
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3. The Senior Pastor will secure an Associate Pastor, Elder and/or 

an outside speaker to fill the pulpit in his foreseeable absence. 

 

D. Removal 

 

1. If at any time his personal belief, preaching or teaching shall 

not be in full accord with the Doctrine and Bylaws of this 

Church, his services as Pastor shall be terminated immediately, 

when so declared by a three-fourths confirmation of the 

membership. 

2. The Pastor shall terminate his relationship with the church by 

resigning to the membership after having notified the Elders, 

and giving at least thirty days' notice. 

 

Section 5 Deacons 

 

A. Qualifications 

 

1. Only such men shall be recommended for the diaconate who 

are sound in faith and they should be men of wisdom and 

discretion meeting the qualifications of I Timothy 3:8-13. 

2. Each Deacon must accept the Doctrinal Statement and Bylaws 

of this church. 

 

B. Authority Structure, Responsibilities  

 

Deacons shall be directly or indirectly under the supervision of the Elders; 

intermediary supervision may be appointed by the Elders from within the Deacon 

Group to provide direction and support to individuals and/or groups of individuals 

requested to serve in special assignments or committees while in the position of 

Deacon. Deacons shall fulfill the responsibilities of ministering to the physical and 

spiritual needs of the body as determined by the Elders, including: 

 

1. Assistance in the general spiritual care of the church, and 

performing any duties and necessary callings as assigned by the 

Elders. 

2. Minister to those in our body who are in need; for example, 

sick, indigent, shut in, and any who may be in distress. 

(Galatians 6:10) 
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3. Assist the Elders in the care of the physical properties and 

finances of the church. 

 

C. Confirmation 

 

1. The Elders will present a list of candidates for Deacon 

(including for reaffirmation) at least one week before their 

confirmation. 

2. If any Calvary Bible Church member shall have any reason to 

consider any candidate for Deacon or reaffirmation to be 

scripturally unqualified for the office of Deacon then such 

concerns shall be brought privately to the Elders who will 

investigate such concerns for merit. [Such should be brought to 

the Elders only after the concerned member has met the 

requirements of Matthew 18:15.] 

3. Each fiscal year the list of candidates for Deacon and annual 

reaffirmation as Deacon shall be confirmed by the Elders for 

service to the church body before the assembled membership. 

No quorum of members shall be required for this confirmation 

of the office of Deacon within the church. 

 

D. Removal 

 

1. No Deacon shall be removed from office except for just cause. 

2. A Deacon may be removed from office by: 

a. Voluntarily resigning. 

b.   Mental or physical incapacitation. 

c. A result of church disciplinary action taken by the 

Elders. (I Timothy 5:17-22) 

3. A Deacon may be reinstated into his position if removed by the 

Elders because of personal sin or church disciplinary reasons if 

repentance of any revealed or observed sin causing removal 

from his position has proven real and fruitful for a period of 

time to be determined by the Elders. 

4. The Elders, at their discretion, may limit the term of service of 

a Deacon. This would not preclude an individual from serving 

as a Deacon again after a period of not serving, if all of the 

qualifications are met as described in section 5 

“Qualifications.” 

 



Calvary Bible Church          17 

 

ARTICLE V 
 

Ordination for Ministry 

 

Since it is our hope that Spiritual men will be called out among us to proclaim the 

Gospel of the Grace of God, such men may be ordained to preach and administer the 

Ordinances by the Elders provided that, having been examined (1 Timothy 3:1-7), 

they have been found to be scripturally qualified in the unanimous opinion of the 

Elders.  

 

ARTICLE VI 
 

General 

Section 1 Finances 

Calvary Bible Church, as a faith work, depends entirely upon the prayers, 

personal services and unsolicited gifts of the Lord's people. The Bible teaches 

that God is the owner of all persons and all things and that we are but stewards of 

life and possession; that God's ownership and our stewardship should be 

acknowledged, that this acknowledgment should prompt our giving a portion of 

our income to that which is truly the Lord's work, thus worshipping the Lord with 

our possessions. The remainder should be used carefully as a Christian 

testimony. The general guideline for Christian giving is stated in I Corinthians 

16:2, "give as God has prospered you." 

 

Section 2 Trustees 

 

Although not biblically mandated, this position is for the sole purpose of 

meeting local and state requirements. 

 

A. The real property of the church shall be owned irrevocably by the 

membership of the church. 

B. Title to the property shall be held by Trustees numbering not less than 

three, nor more than five. 

C. Trustees shall be members of the church and shall be composed of at 

least two Elders. 
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Section 3 Children’s Ministry Guidelines 

We believe it is our scriptural responsibility to provide as safe an 

environment as possible for children who have been placed in our care during the 

various services and functions of the church. Therefore, the church will 

implement policies and procedures designed to aid in accomplishing this goal. In 

conjunction with the policies and procedures, the following specific guidelines 

will be included: 

 

A. Anyone serving in children’s ministry in any capacity will be required 

to meet certain standards of awareness and training in the prevention of 

sexual abuse as implemented in policies and procedures prescribed by 

the Elders. 

B. It will be required of those serving in the children’s ministry in any 

capacity to undergo criminal background checks in accordance with 

policies and procedures prescribed by the Elders. 

 

Section 4 Policy on Marriage 

 

A. Definition: Marriage is a lifetime commitment that one man and one 

woman make to one another where God joins them together as one 

flesh in order to fulfill His intended purposes (Gen. 2:23-24). 

B. Facility Use: Based upon this definition, no portion of the grounds 

or physical plant of Calvary Bible Church shall be utilized for the 

purpose of performing a marriage ceremony – civil, military, or 

otherwise – which purports to wed two individuals of the same sex. 

No portion of the grounds or physical plant of Calvary Bible 

Church shall be used for the celebration or acknowledgement of 

such a union by the means of a reception or any other gathering. 

C. Officiating of Weddings:  No marriage ceremony between two 

individuals of the same sex shall be performed by any member of 

the staff, elder, deacon, or representative of Calvary Bible Church, 

either on or off the premises. 

D. Counseling and Other Ministries: All church ministries, including 

counseling, will seek to uphold the biblical definition of marriage 

and call people to follow and obey the biblical view. 
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Section 5 Policy on Gender 

 

A. Definition: Gender is a spiritual/biological aspect of a person, 

established by God in a person’s creation, revealed most 

fundamentally in a person’s biological sex and rooted in the reality 

that God made both male and female in His image and likeness 

(Gen. 1:27).  Furthermore, the full breadth of what it means to be 

either male or female is comprehensively revealed in the Scriptures 

as biblical masculinity and biblical femininity, each involving 

character, duties, and responsibilities before God.  In other words, 

men and women need the Bible in order to fully understand and 

realize what it means to be male or female as God intends.   

B. Gender is a static, objective, fixed spiritual and biological reality.  A 

person’s gender remains permanently fixed in the fundamental 

doctrine of creation as an image-bearer made as either male or 

female, revealed in the person’s biological sex at birth.  Gender is 

not subjective, fluid, user-selectable, or based upon the feelings or 

perceptions of the individual.   

C. For all functions at Calvary Bible Church, such as counseling, 

church offices (pastor/elder & deacon) nursery workers, and Bible 

studies or other events or facility usage (including restrooms) that 

are gender specific, a person’s gender will be defined according to 

the above definition. 
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ARTICLE VII 
 

Amendments 

 

This Constitution, and The Doctrinal Statement, may be amended by the 

following method: 

 

Section 1 Presentation 

 

The Elders, at a called Membership Meeting, will present in writing to the 

members present and on file for those absent: 

 

A. The proposed amendment. 

B. The day of the confirmation, not less than one month or more than three 

months. 

C. The activation date of the said amendment. 

 

Section 2 Confirmation 

 

The proposed amendment will also be printed and available to all members on 

two Sundays before the Membership Meeting for confirmation. A majority of at least 

three-fourths of the members present will be necessary for the adoption of an 

amendment. 

 


