
 

Christ the Redeemer 2015 Vision Statement (approved June 2015) 
In reliance on the grace of God, for the promotion of his glory, and in submission to his providence, this 
statement embodies the preferred future and direction for Christ the Redeemer Church over the remainder 
of this decade: 

We believe that the growth and health of individual Christians and Christian churches cannot happen without 
the work of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus was quite serious when he said, “Apart from me, you can do nothing.”  Our 
dependence and reliance upon the Spirit is expressed chiefly in believing prayer.  Thus, we will commit to be 
more faithful in prayer as individuals and families, and we will provide more opportunities for Redeemer 
members and friends to gather for corporate prayer. 

We believe that God is glorified, and his people’s souls satisfied, when they worship him in the God-ordained, 
Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered ways that he has directed them.  We have found the term “covenant 
renewal worship” to be the most helpful term to summarize our understanding of biblical worship. We will 
endeavor to continue to grow in our understanding and practice of this model of worship. 

We believe that singing the praises of our sovereign, saving Lord is the business of eternity.  We are grateful 
to be part of a rediscovery that is taking place in the Church of psalmody and classical hymnody.  We are 
open to the day when new worship music will begin to live up to the best of what has been handed down to 
us.  We will continue to strive for excellence and reverence in the selection and performance of worship 
music in the divine service. 

We believe that we come to know God, and grow in that knowledge, through his inspired, infallible word, the 
Old and New Testament Scriptures.  We place a high value on the reading, preaching, and teaching of the 
Scriptures.  We will continue to place a high priority on routines, disciplines and events that increase our 
knowledge, understanding, and application of God’s word. 

We believe that God has, in the incarnation, loved us tangibly, meeting our needs comprehensively–body and 
soul, physical and spiritual, temporal and eternal–in Christ.  As we have been loved, we are called to love 
others.  We will endeavor to grow in showing love by hospitality, mercy ministry, the use of our various 
Spiritual gifts, and other tangible, practical expressions of love.  We will, by God’s grace, do good to all men, 
but especially to the household of faith. 

We believe that Satan desires to see the destruction of the Church of Jesus Christ, including our local church. 
Not being unaware of his schemes, we know that this often happens due to relational dysfunction–factions, 
in-fighting, “majoring on minor” issues, etc.  We will, by God’s grace, endeavor to continue practicing the love 
of Christ toward one another.  We will practice biblical reconciliation where issues of genuine sin come 
between us.  We will strive to be faithful to Christ’s call to address unrepentant sin in the midst of his holy 
congregation. 

We believe that the promises of God are “for us and for our children.”  Covenant succession and covenantal 
faithfulness among Christian children should be the norm, not the exception.  We will encourage and equip 
parents, particularly fathers, to be faithful in raising their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  We 
will not overburden families in a way that keeps them from fulfilling their primary vocations as spouses and 
parents.  We will continue to welcome children into every aspect of the life and ministry of the church, 
teaching and modeling that they are Christ’s little ones.  

We believe it is incumbent for Christian families to educate their children in a way that explicitly 
acknowledges the triune God as Creator, Governor and Redeemer, resisting the trends of secularism and 
supposed “neutrality” in education.  We will encourage all members in this as part of our duty to love the 
Lord our God with all of our hearts and minds. 



 

We believe that we live in an era of kingdom growth, in which all the families of the earth are blessed 
through the Seed of Abraham, and that the nations belong to King Jesus, the Son of David.  We believe that 
having a triple-digit (100+) membership is an attainable and desirable goal.  To that end, we will be more 
intentional in our outreach, developing strategies that will move us toward sharing the gospel and talking 
about our church with non-members (especially the unchurched) on a regular basis. 

We believe that Jesus, by virtue of his person and work, is heir of the nations, the Seed of Abraham in whom 
all the families are blessed.  As such, we will continue to support those who proclaim his gospel of peace in 
other parts of the world.  As our membership grows, we will endeavor to see our partnership in the gospel 
increase.  We will also endeavor to create a culture in which participation in missions is normal rather than 
exceptional, regular rather than occasional. 

We believe that we are a viable church that is establishing roots in Pella, Iowa.  We desire this church to be 
here for generations to come–for our children, grandchildren, and others who will join with us in consistent 
and deliberate Christian discipleship.  In order to better establish our presence in the community, expand our 
ministry opportunities, and have a predictable place to meet for worship and fellowship, we believe that a 
permanent facility is desirable.  It is our goal to acquire or break ground on a facility by the end of this decade 
(2020). 


