
Week Two 

Love 

God Showed His Love by Sending Jesus 

Light the 2nd Purple Candle 

(Sat., Sun., or Mon., Dec. 3rd, 4th, or 5th) 

 

Preparation: Ask an older elementary, youth, or college student to be ready to ready Luke 1:26-

38. Also put a marker at John 3:16 and John 10:10b.  Wrap an ornament for each child or one 

ornament for the family.  Keep this wrapped ornament hidden until the end of your advent time. 

 

Before Reading: Light the 1st purple candle asking your children what the candle represents and 

what you talked about last week in your Advent time. (It reminds us that we have hope as we 

“wait” for Christ to come.  It also reminds us of the hope we have knowing that God keeps all 

of his promises.)  Light the 2nd purple telling your children it is the candle of love.  This week 

we focus on the love God shows His people by sending Jesus to live on earth as a human.  We 

will see the love that Mary and Joseph displayed for God and each other. 

Read Luke 1:26-38 

Allow your older elementary child/children, youth, or college student(s) to read the verses. 

Share and Discuss 

We encourage Dad to be the facilitator and leader of this time if he is at home. 
 

     God had a great plan to save His people from the sin they were choosing to live in.  He also had a 

very special plan for a young teenager named Mary.  Because this plan was so very special, God spoke 

to Mary in a very special way to tell her about the plan.  God spoke to Mary through an angel!  Mary 

listened to the message and believed, trusted, and obeyed God with all of her heart.  Let’s talk about 

Mary and the faith she had in God and in His promise. 

     Who was Mary? (allow for responses) She was a young Jewish girl who had been taught about God 

and knew the promises of our Old Testament. (The ones we read about last week) She loved and 

trusted God.  We think Mary was probably about 15 years old when God spoke to her through the 

angel Gabriel. 

     Why did the angel go to Mary? (allow for responses) To deliver God’s message that God had 

chosen Mary to be the mother of His Son, Jesus.  Pretend that you are Mary and an angel is all of a 

sudden right in front of you and starts to talk to you!  How do you think you would feel? (allow for 

responses….share yours too!) Would you have believed the angel when he told you that you were going 

to have a special baby that was God’s Son?  What would you have said to the angel? (allow for 

responses)  

     What did Mary do and say? (allow for responses) Mary was confused at first, but after the angel 

finished telling her about God’s plan, Mary simply trusted God and believed.  What did Mary tell the 

angel? (allow for responses.)  Ask your student to read Luke 1:38. Talk about what this means. Mary 

showed her love for God by trusting Him and obeying Him. 

     Do you think God has a plan for your life? (allow for responses) God loved Mary and he loves you 

too.  God has a plan for your life, just like he had a plan for Mary’s life.  Read John 3:16 and John 

10:10b (“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly”) Talk about God’s plan to love 

everyone, even you, so much that he wants to forgive you of your sins (things you think, say, or do that 

disobey God) and help you live a life that brings glory and honor to God.   Close in prayer letting each 



family member thank God for loving them so much that He sent Jesus to help us learn to love God.  

Also ask God to help you want to love Him by trusting Him and obeying Him like Mary did. 

 

If you have a nativity scene in your home, put Mary and the angel in the front of the scene close by 

each other for this week.  Place the wrapped ornament (or ornaments) next to the Advent wreath or 

nativity.  Tell everyone that inside is an ornament, but they have to wait to see what the ornament looks 

like.  Talk about how Mary must have felt, knowing that Jesus was growing inside of her, but having to 

wait to see what he looked like. (Open the ornaments at the end of the week) 

 

 

Week Two Family Activity 

 

You’ve Been Rack’ed! 

 

Share some of the following Random Acts of Kindness (Rack’ed) each day this week (or 

maybe 2 times each week for the rest of the month).  Be sure to include the “Rack’ed” cards on 

the next page.  Sign your names on the back of the cards.  You can also include the name 

Judson Baptist Church and the time of SS and Worship to invite them to attend. 

 

*Place a packet of baby wipes with a note on the baby changer in a bathroom 

*Write a chalk message on the sidewalk or driveway of a neighbor and leave a note at their 

door. 

*Take cookies to your local Fire station, Police station, or EMS station. 

*Take a thank you card to the librarians at your school and local library. 

*Leave a kind note and a gift card for $5 on someone’s car at the grocery store. 

*Bring some poinsettias and treats to a local nursing home or assisted living. 

*Bring treats and thank you cards to your local post office. 

*Know a single Mom or Dad?  Give them a gift card for groceries or gifts for their children. 

*Buy a gift card and give it (and the rack’ed note) to the person behind you in the line at the 

grocery story 

*Give cold drinks (or hot if the weather is cold) to road workers. 

*Tape a gift card for gas to a gas pump. 

*Bring a meal to a family in need. 

*Tape candy canes to atm machines and/or bathroom mirrors around town. 

*Leave a larger tip than you normally would 

*Leave random notes and treats on cars in a parking lot. 

*Help a family member or friend clean their house or rake their yard. 

*Write Christmas cards to shut-ins from your church. 

*Give a note and a treat to the employee at the drive-thru. 

*Adopt a soldier and send a care package 

*Bring treats to the children’s wing of a hospital and deliver them to the patients. 

 

 

 

 



Week Two 

(Optional 2nd devotional for the week) 

Love 

God Showed His Love by Sending Jesus 

Light the 2nd Purple Candle 

(Dec. 6th, 7th, 8th, or 9th) 

 

Before Reading: Light the 1st purple candle asking your children what it represents. (Hope: The 

hope we have as we “wait” for Christ to come and the hope we have knowing that God keeps all 

of his promises.) Light the 2nd purple candle and ask what it represents. (Love: The love God 

shows His people by sending Jesus to live on earth as a human.  The love that Mary and Joseph 

displayed for God and each other.) 

 

Read Matthew 1:18-25 

Allow your older elementary child/children, youth, or college student(s) to read the verses. 

Share and Discuss 

We encourage Dad to be the facilitator and leader of this time if he is at home. 

 
     When we love someone, we believe them and we trust them.  Sometimes loving someone means we 

doing something we don’t want to do or doing something that we don’t really understand, but we love 

them and trust them, so we do it. (as long as it is something that does not hurt us or someone else.)  

Loving God means believing in Him and His Word even when something looks hard or even 

impossible.  That is what Mary did and today we see that it is what Joseph did too.  God spoke to 

Joseph through an angel to tell him about His very special plan. 

     What was Joseph’s hard decision? (allow for responses) When Joseph found out that Mary was 

pregnant with a child before they were married, he did not know what he should do.  He was a kind and 

loving man.  He did not want to hurt Mary.  He wanted to do the right thing.   

     What did the angel tell Joseph? (allow for responses) He told Joseph not to be afraid to marry Mary.  

The angel told Joseph that Mary had not done anything wrong.  He told Joseph that the child Mary was 

pregnant with was a special baby from God. 

     What did the angel tell Joseph about the baby? (allow for responses) He told Joseph that the baby 

was going to save God’s people from their sins.  The angel told Joseph to name the baby Jesus.   

     What did Joseph do after his dream? (allow for responses) Joseph woke up and took Mary to be his 

wife.  He showed his love toward God and Mary by trusting God even when the situation was very 

confusing. 

     What are some ways God speaks to us today? (allow for responses) God speaks to us through the 

Bible, and through people who teach us the Bible like your parents, Sunday School teachers, and 

preachers.  Close in prayer asking God to help you trust Him and obey Him even when things or 

confusing and hard. 

 

Move Mary back to her “place” in the nativity and move Joseph up front near the angel.  Open the 

ornaments that you set out during the 1st Advent time earlier this week. 
 


